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PREFACE. 



A JSTEW edition of the "Lettersof LadjBuBflell'' ishere 
presented to the world. 

It is unnecessary to dilate on the merits of letters which 
have been long familiar to the public. Those merits are 
separate and distinctive; the letters are not letters of 
business connected with great political events ; they are 
not letters of wit and humor written to show the talent 
of the writer; they are not, alas! the overflow of a heart 
at ease, playful and sparkling, or mingling with smooth 
flow in the current of the world The " Letters of Lady 
Bussell," as originally published, contain but one topic 
and one resource — that topic the judicial murder of her 
husband — that resource the strength of a soul sustained 
by all the fortitude of a heroine, and chastened by all the 
piety of a saint 

This edition will contain, besides the letters of that 
melancholy period, those of a time of wedded joy, few in 
ntimber, indeed^ but valuable, as showing how deep was 
that happiness which the tyranny of a vcduptuous king 
broke into and destroyed. 

The valuable collection of letters of Lady Bussell which 
had been preserved in the archives of Devonshire House, 
found a worthy editor in Miss Berry. It is not necessary 
to acquaint the reader with the merits of a lady so favor- 
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iv PREFACE. 

ably known in the literary world, and so mnch regarded 
in the social circles which she long adorned. In her yonth, 
her beauty and accomplishments induced Horace Walpole, 
then become Earl of Orford, to offer his hand ; but her 
spirit was not mercenary, and while she retained a great 
esteem for her venerable correspondent, she decliDed to 
be the partner of his title and his fortune. In her ma- 
turer years Miss Berry became, from the cultivation of 
her taste, the soundness of her understanding, and the 
constancy of her firiendships, the centre of attraction of a 
society limited in numbers, but distinguished by eminence 
in position, in literature, and in science. The Duke of 
Devonshire could not have made a better choice of an 
Editor. These Letters, edited by Miss Berry, appeared 
in 1819,' with a short Memoir of the Life of Lady Eus- 
sell. 

Several other letters, chiefly addressed to her daughter, 
Lady Granby, are added to this collection. There is 
likewise a very remarkable letter composed by Lady 
Eussell, for the benefit of her children, and dated on the 
anniversary of Lord Kussell's execution. 
" The notes of Miss Berry, affixed to those letters of 
which she was the editor, have been retained. The other 
notes have been contributed by Mr. Martin, the Librarian 
of Wobum Abbey. 

The recent historical work of Mr. Macaulay, splendid 
and powerful as it is, does not appear to me to give a 
correct account of the conduct of Lord Eussell in the 
memorable transactions which led to his trial and con- 
demnation. This is not the place to enter into that in- 
quiry ; if it were, it would not be difficult to show that, 

* In 4to. Two editions appeared in octavo, and, lastly, in " A Com- 
paratiTe View of Social Life of England and France/' &c. 2 vols. Sto. 
1844. 
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while Lord Shaftesbury and some of his friends were 
urging on resistance, Lord Kussell was opposed to any 
attempt of the kind. Lady Kussell says truly he was 
guilty of misprision of treason at most. Lord Eussell 
himself observed with emphasis on his trial, that a re- 
bdlion could not be made then as formerly, by a few 
great men. But he was conscious that tyranny could 
not be established in England without wading through 
his blood. 

Lord Somers and the Whig Statesmen of the Eevolu- 
tion declared that Lord Bussell had been murdered, and 
posterity has ratified that declaration. Charles the Sec- 
ond and the Duke of York, in order to establish arbitrary 
power, and destroy the liberties of England, were guilty 
of that murder. 

J.R. 

December 1, 1S68. 
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LETTERS 

OF 

KACHEL LADY RUSSELL. 



LADY VAUGHAN TO 



Testilrday I said as you do, and a great many others did, 
it was a Tery dull time ; but I change my note with the new 
day, being waked witli a letter from my master; and I will tell 
you, I can find iq one of them charms enough to make me good- 
h umored ail the day. One I read yesterday morning had not the 
game influence upon me ; but I had too much upon all the com- 
pany I saw that day, that it would have been, of a dull one, 
the pleasantest scene to an understanding party that could be 
imagined ; but there was none but Noel could see into the mill- 
stone. But to the point ; you must know that a great many 
in the town say Sid.^ is married to the Countess, and you must 
know too that some days past he did give a touch of some sen- 
timents. I thought he would never have done to one of the 
ladies, you shall guess which ; but I will personate her at this 
time whom he led by the hand, and after some impertinent 

' Thla letter is mntUied ; and is from a copy in the MS. at Wobnm 
Abliey. It is not known where the original is. There is little doubt it 
TT^ written bc?n>re her niurriage with Lord Russell. 

3 Moat prubably the Honorable Henry Sidney, fourth son of Bobert 
Earl of XiciceEteTi aad brother to Algernon Sydney. A lettjer to Lady 
Vaughan is given in Wim Berry's work, p, 267. 
2 
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14 LADY VAUGHAN TO . [1670. 

questions, whether she would be at home, and when he said he 
had a favor to ask, but with so much disorder that she quickly - 
suspecting said, he )iad made an ill choice to ask any favor, 
since she was never fortunate enough to do anybody a favor in 
all her life. He assured her it was now, and if she were not 
compassionate he was more unfortunate than ever any was. 
She desired not to hear of misfortunes she could not remedy, 
nor could not endure a secret if none but she must hear it, for 
that was desired, &c. Some more short questions and answers 
past ; though they (as these perhaps to you) appeared long to 
her to whom the last sentence was that he hoped it was not so 
unreasonable to beg leave to tell her what he had to ask. She 
told him, no. She believed he understood himself and her too 
well to ask (what was) not fit to grant, and then he need not 
fear a denial. He said, dying men had ever liberty to speak 
their minds ; nay, said she, now I understand you less than I 
did, being very dull at a mystery; so came to the coach ; since 
this the coast was clear, no more words : but on Monday late 
at night a porter left a letter, which yesterday morning I read, 
and met in the afternoon a very melancholy-gentleman in very 
strict mourning for his niece, both in habit and humor doleful. 
Mr. R was then at cards, who, I dare say, saw some re- 
sentment, not usual in two parties, and so did the whole ob- 
serving part of the company ; but no opportunity could she 
get to speak to the knight-errant till upon the stairs coming to 
the coach ; the dialogue would be too tedious, considering all 
I have said already, but he concluded himself miserable, and 
she resolved in the case ; so it rests, with a quiet night on both 
sides I believe. This I intended you a notice of, though I had 
not received your letter, which yet obliges me the more to do 
it ; and here, my lord, I could exceed the rapture of these pas- 
sionate pretenders, in the sense I have of your obliging favors 
to me; but as I am sensible so I am grateful. So I beseech 
you, let that suffice, and my default in expressing do me no 
wrong in your thoughts. You bid me be positive, if I like ; 
or not else to bring Mr. with you where we are. I will tell 
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you what I meant to have done if you had not sent to me to 
' know, that is, to (have) asked the favor you would not invite 
him ; but if he comes of himself, let it fall out as fate designed 
it ; and I sometimes think this may be enough still, for he says, 
though it be worse than death, if it displeases me extremely, 
he will never trouble me more ; if so, it will not me to see him, 
so I would not rob you of your friend ; nor any of you of th« 
divertisement of an addition of good company. One week 
more I shall see how he proceeds here, and give my account 
I have not seen Lord a great while. Some of his en- 
gaged friends tell me it is great respect makes the distance, 
which I am very well pleased, and care not how many observe 
his method of proceeding, by which you may believe upon 

,what account soever. you give the title of friend to, 

went into the country; it was not disapproved by me, who 
could suffer his absence much oftener than he consents I should, 
say I what I will with observance of the esteem I desire to 
give one who expresses so much of me with the respect he 
does. 

You prize the seeing us with so much kindness, as increases 
our pain we do it not every moment. I cannot tell you whe- 
ther our business comes on nearer to us as your pen does, but 
I can that my Lord North would make a swifter progress than 
that pleases upon the inclinations of persons that were less his 
humble servants then we are ; but all arts are useless to make 

us more so. Mr. return from you will put a period to 

our expectation, we hope; and then we have liberty to do 
what I wish for more than anything besides in the world, at 
this instant of time. I have not seen Sir Robert yet, but read 

your letter; so that I was directed how to interpret his , 

and continue my admiration of him beyond all imagination.^ 

* Miss Berry, in her adyertisement to the " Life of Lady Russell," 
Svo. Lend. 1820, speaking of Lady Russell's letters says: « They wiU be 
found deyoid of eYery ornament of style, and deficient in almost every 
particular that constitutes what are generally called entertaining letters. 
Their merit must arise entirely from a previous knowledge of the oharao- 
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LADY VAUGHAN' TO MR. WILLIAM RUSSELL." » 

London, May 16, 1672. 
I WILL not endeavor to tell you what I suffer by being 
parted from yon, bnt beg of yon that we may meet again (God 
permitting) as soon as may be. Things are here just as they 
were ; no obstruction removed by my sister* being able to re- 
solve, bnt will, I guess, to-morrow, for yesterday Sherwood 
wrote word the Duke* at farthest would be at Dover as this 
morning, then he was to ask for the boat, and the report she 
then receives, which will be to-morrow, being Friday, will cer- 

ter and habits of their writer, and from the interest which the subsequent 
circumstances in which she was placed inspire. They are sometimes 
overcharged, sometimes confused with a repetition of trifling details, 
and sometimes the use of words antiquated in the signification here given 
to them adds to this confusion. Very inconsiderable alterations might 
have removed many of these difficulties, but from every alteration the 
Editor has carefully abstained. The value of the letters depends, not 
on their intrinsic excellence, but on the reader's previous acquaintance 
with that of their author. Miss Berry's notes to the letters reprinted 
from her work have been retained ; for the others the present Editor Ib 
responsible. 

* Lady Vaughan retained the name of her first husband. Lord Vaughan, 
till Mr. Russell, by the death of his elder brother Francis Lord Russell, 
in 1678, succeeded to his title. 

* From Miss Berry's Memoir. 

* The marriage of Lady Vaughan with Lord Russell, then Mr. Rus- 
sell, took place about the end of the year 1669. 

^ Elizabeth Wriothesley, half-sister to Lady RusselL She had been 
first married to Jocelyn Percy, the last Earl of Northumberland, and then 
to the Honorable Ralph Montagu, son of Lord Montagu of Boughton, 
and afterwards himself Duke of Montagu. He was now ambassador in 
France, and it was to France that >she was wanting to go. See mention 
made of this Lady and of Mr. Montagu, in a letter of Madame de la 
Fayette to Madame de S^vign^. — "Lettres de Madame de S^vign^," vol. 
ii. p. 340. Grouvelle's edition. 

^ The Duke of York, then going to take the command of the fleet in 
the second Dutch war. 
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tainly make her detennine ; but whatever that is, I desire you 
will allow me to come to you on Tuesday, unless you intend, 
as the coachman says you do, to be here on Monday. Your 
father says you promised him to come again. I cannot ac- 
quaint you with my sister's resolves till the Saturday's post, 
80 CMinot have your's, whatever we shall do till the Wednesday 
after, which, by your pardon, I must not stay for ; so that un- 
less I see you on Monday, I am of opinion you will me at 
Stratton* on Tuesday or Wednesday. On Saturday you shall 
have more of my mind ; but the coachman says he is appointed 
to be at Bagshot on Monday. I do all I can to put off going 
to Dover. My Lady Shrewsbury" is returned from Dover, 
without more company than she carried with her. Here was 
an alarm on Tuesday night by guns being heard. The cause 
was, seven of our ships, intending to go to join the Duke, 
found themselves just upon the Dutch fleet, upon which they 
retired ; and the Dutch followed so close that the Castle shot 

1 The house and estate in Hampshire, which Lady Russell had in- 
herited from her father, Lord Southampton, and where she and Lord 
Russell resided in the summer. 

> Anna Maria Brudenel, daughter of Robert Earl of Cardigan. This is 
the person whose husband, Francis Earl of Shrewsbury, was killed (1667) 
in a duel, by the Duke of Buckingham, when she was said to have held 
the Duke's horse in the disguise of a page. See Eyelyn's account of 
meeting this lady at Newmarket the autumn before the date of this let- 
Ut, on his return from Lord Arlington's at Euston, where the King was 
coming every day from Newmarket "The Duke of Buckingham was 
now in mighty favor, and had with him that impudent woman the 
Ck)untess of Shrewsbury, with his band of fiddlers,'' &c. '* Evelyn's 
Diary," vol. i. p. 422. 

It is she whom Pope mentions in the two well- known lines of his cha- 
racter of the Duke of Buckingham: — 

"Gallant and gay in Cliefden's proud alcoye, 
The |)ower of wanton Shrewsbury and love." 

The Duke of Buckingham was now a volunteer on board the Duke of 
York's fleet, to which circumstance, probably. Lady Russell's remark 
alludes. 

2* 
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upon the Dutch. There is difference in opinions about the 
fleets engaging ; they say still a few days must now show it. 
Mrs. Laton and her she-friend, not your's, at least not your 
best (I praise God), were yesterday in every corner of your 
house and without the house. She praised it, and seems to 
like it as well as you have done her. My Lady Newport* 
goes into Shropshire on Monday next come fortnight, so that 
she says she must defer her Stratton journey till another year. 
I am writing in my Sister Die's bedchamber." My Lord' is 
just looking in, and bids me send you his affectionate remem- 
brance, and hopes to see you on Saturday. I shall be thought 
very long writing, for we are going abroad when I am done ; 
but not for my diversion, I am sure you will believe, when, to 
do so, I must leave what I am now about, which yet I cannot 
till I have signed, with great truth, 

Myself yours, 

R. Vaughan. 



LADY VAUGHAN TO MR. RUSSELL.* 

London, May, 1762. 
I AM very sure, my dearest Mr. Russell meant to oblige me 
extremely when he enjoined me to scribble to him by the post, 
as knowing be could not do a kinder thing than to let me see 
he designed not to think me impertinent in it ; thongh we parted 
but this morning, which I might reasonably have doubted to 
have been, when I have passed all this long day and learned 
nothing new can entertain you and your good company. All 

' Lady Diana Russell, wife of Francis Lord Newport, afterwards 
created Earl of Bradford. She was daughter of Francis Earl of Bedford, 
and consequently aunt to Lord Russell^ 

' Lady Diana Russell, sister to Lord Russell, first married to Sir 
Greyille Vemey, and then to William Lord AUington. 

3 William, fifth Earl, and first Duke of Bedford, father of Lord RusselL 

< From Miss Berry's Memoir. 
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I s^ee either are or appear duller to me than when yon are here; 
and I do not find the town is enlivened by the victory* we 
have obtained. There is no more talked of than you heard 
last night, nor nothing printed, because there is no letters come 
yet; Tom Howard, Lord Howard's son,* is expected every 
hour with them. Many whisper the French behaved themselves 
not like firm friends. The Duke of York's marriage is broke 
off.' That, or other causes, makes him look less in good hu- 
mor than ordinary. They say she is offered the King of Spain ; 
and our Prince shall have D'Elbceuf.* Mrs. Ogle* is to marry 
Craven Howard, Tom Howard's son ;" and Tom Wharton'' has 
another mistress in chase, my Lady Rochester's grandchild f 

' This was the bloody engagement in Solbay, of the 28th May, in 
■which the Duke of York gained a dear-bought advantage over the Dutch 
fleet, commanded by De Ruyter. Lady Bussell, we see, confinns what 
Burnet says pf the supposed treachery of the French fleet, then acting 
as our ally. 

' He succeeded to the title by his father's death this year, and is the 
same person who, under the name of Lord Howard of Escriok, was the 
principal evidence against Lord BnsseU in the Bye House plot. 

' That with the Archduchess of Inspruck, afterwards married to the 
Emperor. 

* Charles de Lorraine Due d*Elboeuf married Catherine Henriette, a 
daughter of Henri IV. and Gabrielle d'Estrees. It must be a daughter 
of theirs here mentioned as the intended wife of the Duke of York. 

' Mrs. Ogle (or, according to the language of the present day, Miss 
Ogle) was the daughter of Thomas Ogle, Esq., of Pinchbeck in Lincoln- 
shire, and was Maid of Honor to Queen Catherine of PortugaL 

^ Fourth son of the first Earl of Berkshire, see in Evelyn's "Diary," 
voL i. p. 452, an account of a lawsuit Mr. Craven Howard had with his 
mother, which Eyelyn believes to have been ** by instigation doubtless of 
his wife, one Mrs. Ogle (an ancient maid), whom he had clandestinely 
married, and who brought him no fortune." 

"^ Son of Philip Lord Wharton, and afterwards created Earl of 
Wharton. 

8 Elizabeth Wilmot, daughter of the profligate Lord Bochester. Neither 
of the persons here mentioned succeeded in their addresses ; she married 
Edward Montagu, Earl of Sandwich. She is the same person who, in 
her widowhood, lived much at Paris, and is often mentioned in the corre- 
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but he is so nnfortnnate before the end, that it is mistrusted 
he may miss her, though the grandmother is his great friend. 
Young Arundel,* my Lord Arundel of Treriee his son, is Ex- 
tremely in lore, and went down where she is, and watched her 
coming abroad to take the air, rode up to her coach. Mr. 
Wharton was on horse by the coach side. Arundel thrust 
him away, and looking into the coach, told her no man durst 
say he valued her at the rate he did. Mr. Wharton, like a 
good Christian turned the other cheek; for he took no notice 
of it ; but the other haying no opportunity to see or speak to 
her, was thus forced to return ; but Wharton is admitted to 
the house. My cousin Spencer" is at Kimbolton still, so we 
may send thither time enough. My Lady Jane and Northum- 
berland^ are waiting for an egg when I have done this, so that 
I scarce know what I say; yet I am loth to leave, and hope, 
how ill soever I e3q)ress myself, you wiD still understand me to 
be entirely, as I ought. 

Tour's, 

R. Vaughan. 

My best service to your ladies. I hope they find no other 
inconveniences in their journey than what the unfitness of the 
place to receive them is cause of. My Lord Ormond was at 
the door to inquire for you, so that I guess they are come from 
Hatfield. 

Saturday night. 

spondenoe of St. Eyremond with Ninon de TEnclos, who was fireqaently 
admitted to her society. 

' John, second Lord Arundel, twice married, first to Margaret, only 
daughter and heir of Sir John Ackland, of Colomb, oo. Devon; secondly, 
to Barbara, daughter of Sir Henry Slingsby, of Scriven, co. York, Bart 
The title became extinct in 1768. 

' The Honorable Robert Spencer, son of William Lord Spencer, of 
Wormleighton, by Penelope, daughter of Henry Earl of Southampton 
(father of the Lord Treasurer), and consequently cousin to Lady Russell. 

* Elizabeth Lady Northumberland, her half-sister. 
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LADY VAUGHAN TO MB. BUSSELL. 

London, September 28, 1672. 
If I were more fortunate in my expression, I could do myself 
more right when I would own to my dearest Mr. RusseU what 
real and perfect happiness I enjoy, from that kindness he allows 
me every day to receive new marks of, such as, in spite of the 
knowledge I have of^my own wants, will not suffer me to mis- 
trust I want his love, though I do merit, to so desirable a 
blessing; but, my best life, you that know so well how to love 
and to oblige, make my felicity entire, by believing my heart 
possessed with all the gratitude, honor, and passionate affec- 
tion to your person, any creature is capable of, or can be ob- 
liged to ; and this granted, what have I to ask but a continu- 
ance (if God see fit) of these present enjoyments? if not, a 
submission, without murmur, to his most wise dispensations 
and unerring providence ; having a thankful heart for the years 
I have been so perfectly contented in: He knows best when 
we have had enough here ; what I most earnestly beg from his 
mercy is, that we both live so as, whichever goes first, the 
other may not sorrow as for one of whom they have no hope. 
Then let us cheerfully expect to be together to a good old age ; 
if not, let us not doubtj^ut he will support us under what trial 
he will inflict upon us. These are necessary meditations some- 
times, that we may not be surprised above our strength by a 
sudden accident, being unprepared. Excuse me, if I dwell too 
long upon it : it is from my opinion that if we can be prepared 
for all conditions, we can with the greater tranquillity enjoy 
the present, which I hope will be long; though when we 
change, it will be for the better, I trust, through the merits of 
Christ. Let us daily pray that it may be so, and then admit 
of no fears ; death is the extremest evil against nature, it is 
true ; let us overcome the immoderate fear of it, either to our 
friend or self, and then what light hearts may we live with? 
But I am immoderate in my length of this discourse, and con- 
sider this to be a letter. To take myself off, and alter the 
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subject, I will tell 70a the news came on Siinday night to the 
Duke of York, that he was a married man ; he was talking in 
the drawing-room, when the French ambassador* brought the 
letters in, and told the news ; the Duke tnmed about and said : 
" Then I am a married man." It proved to be the Princess of 
Modena ; for it was rather expected to be Canaples's* niece. 
She is to hare 100,000 francs paid here; and now we may say 
she has more wit than ever woman had before ; as much beauty, 
and greater youth than is necessary : he sent his daughter. 
Lady Mary,* word the same night, he had provided a playfellow 
for her. Mr. Neale, who interrupts me in this my most pleasant 
employment, tells me, my Lord Mulgrave^ has the garter given 
him. The Duke of Monmouth^ goes this week, and more regi- 
ments, as they talk now. The Empero/ has made a declaration, 
or remonstrance, how the French have made the first breaches, 
so forced him to war; that he has declared; but I do not find 
that the Swede joins yet with the French. The Lady North- 
umberlands have met at Northumberland-house. After some 
proi>06itions offered by my sister to the other,* which were dis- 

* M. de Croisey, brother to Colbert 

' M. de Canaples was a jounger brother of the Dae and of the Mare- 
chal de Crequi. His niece was the Duo de Creqni's daughter, whom 
Madame de S^yign^ mentions as a probable match for the Duo de Laaznn, 
in a letter, vol. i. p. 102. Grouyelle*s edit 

* Afterwards Princess of Orange and Qaeen of England. She was 
now eleyen years old. 

^ John Sheffield, Earl of Mtdgrave, afterwards created by Qneen Anne, 
Duke of Buckingham. 

' To France. He was made the next year a lieutenant-general in the 
French service. 

* The elder Dowager Countess of Northumberland. She was daughter 
of the Earl of Suffolk here mentioned. "The child'' in question was her 
granddaughter, the Lady Elizabeth Percy, only child and heir of Jocelyn 
Percy, the last Earl of Northumberland, by the Lady Elizabeth Wriothes- 
ley (Lady BusselFs sister), now married to Mr. Montagu. The Lady 
Elizabeth Percy was twice a widow before she was sixteen. She was 
thrice married, first 1679, before she was twelve years old to Henry 
Cavendish, Earl of Ogle, only son of the last Cavendish, Duke of New- 
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coursed first yesterday before my Lord Chancellor, between the 
elder Lady and Mr. Montagu, Lord Suffolk by ; my sister offers 
to deliver up the child, upon condition she will promise, she 
shall have her on a visit for ten days or a month sometimes, and 
that^^he will enter into bonds not to marry the child without 
the mother's consent, nor till she is of years of consent ; and, 
on her part, Mr. Montagu and she will enter into the same 
bonds, that when she is with them, or at no time, they will 
marry or contract, any marriage for her, without the grand- 
mother's consent ; but she was stout yesterday, and would not 
hear patiently ; yet went to Northumberland-house, and gave 
my sister a visit. I hope for an accommodation. My sister 
urges, it is hard her child [that if she has no other children 
must be her heir] should be disposed of without her consent j 
and in my judgment it is hard ; yet I fancy I am not very apt 
to be partial. If the weather be with you as it is with us, 
there never was a more dismal time for the country : it is happy 
you have some society besides hawks. I hope Friday will bring 
the chiefest desire in the world by your 

R. Vatjqhan. 

My Lady Bdlasys* is going to France for a consumption. 
For Mr. William BusseU, at Stratton House, to be left 
with the Postmaster at Alresford, Hampshire. 

eastle, who, dying the year after (1680), she was married dejwre but not 
defaeto in 1681, to Mr. Thynne, assassinated by Count Eoningsmarck in 
PaU-MaU (1682), and the same year she married Charles, the sixth Duke 
of Somerset. She is the person of whose influence afterwards with Queen 
Anne (to whom she was first Lady of the Bedchamber), the Tories were 
so much afraid during Lord Oxford's administration. The unwarrantable 
and unprincipled manner in which she was abused by Swift in "The 
Windsor Prophecy,'' sufiGiciently excused her for haTing been the means 
of prerenting the Queen ever aUowing of his promotion in England. See 
"The Windsor Prophecy," Swiff s Poetical Works. 

> Anne Brudenel, daughter of Lord Cardigan, and widow of John Lord 
Bellasyse, of Worlaby. This is the lady whom, Burnet says, the Duke 
of York wanted to marry. "She was a woman of much life and great 
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LADY VAUGHAN TO ME. RUSSELL.' 

London, 1675. 
The few hoars we have been parted seem too many to me, to 
let this first post-night pass, without giving my dear man a 
little talk, which must be an account how I have spent my time ; 
for intelligence I have none, and my heart and thoughts are all 
known to Mr. Russell. Therefore, to return to my present 
design, I am to tell you, though I intended to dine where I am 
now, at Leicester-house*, yet, your father coming to see our 
Miss,' carried me to dinner to Bedford-house to eat Devonshire 
fish, and after wanting gamesters I must play one hour ; but 
before I had done one quarter, Lord Suffolk* came, and I de- 
sired to resign to him, having won my Lord five pounds and 
myself thirty shillings ; so I came to my sister, and found her 
in great trouble, the child seeming indeed to be very ill, and 
the Doctor directing a vomit, and whilst it was getting ready 
he went to see my Lady Jones's* children, and whilst he was 
there, her youngest boy died, played with him when he came 
in, and only flushed in his face and died instantly. My sister's 

Tjvacity, but of very small proportion of beauty." Burnet, vol. i. p. 
868, folio edit She afterwards married Charles, second Duke of Rich- 
mond. 

* From Miss Berry's Memoir. 

* Leicester House was at this time inhabited by her sister, Lady North- 
umberland and Mr. Montagu, while Montagu House (now the British 
Museum) was building. 

3 Their eldest child, Bachael, afterwards Duchess of Devonshire, bom 
the preceding year. 

4 Theophilus Howard, Earl of Suffolk. He was the father of the elder 
Countess Dowager of Northumberland, by Elizabeth, daughter and co- 
heiress of George Earl of Dunbar in Scotland. 

* Wife of Sir William Jones, made Attorney-general in January of this 
year. See Burnet's character of him, toI. ii. p. 160, 8vo. edit [" Sir 
W. Jones was one of the most distinguished lawyers of his time, and of 
political principles leaning to the popular side ; but he is represented by 
Bishop Burnet, who knew him well, to have been harsh and severe in his 
temper."— Phillips's "State Trials," vol. i. p. 471.] 
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girl is better to-day ; our's fetched but one sleep last night, and 
was very good this morning. My Lord Stamford* leffc his wife 
this morning at four o'clock, and is gone to his nncle Grey. 
This Mr. Darcy" told me this morning ; but yon will suppose 
I have not bettered my information since, being at this day at 
Leicester-house. The Lord Huntingtower" is a better fortune 
than he was, by the death of the Lord Stanhope, 1500/. a year 
coming to him. Mr. Grimes,* that was at Wickham, was 
married yesterday to Dol. Howard, the Maid of Honor. Ma- 
dam Mazarin^ is not arrived yet, but I hear Madam Tremblet 

1 Henry Grey, first Earl of Stamford, married Anne, daughter and co- 
heiress of William, second Earl of Exeter. 

s The Honorable Conyers Darcy, eldest son of Lord Darcy and Ck>n- 
yers. He had married the widow of the Lord Treasurer Southampton, 
and was himself created Earl of Holdemess, in 1682. 

* Lord Huntingtower was son (by her first marriage) of the Duchess 
of Lauderdale, who was countess of Dysart in her own right. 

4 Colonel James Graham, of Levens in Westmoreland. Of their pre- 
vious courtship we find the foUowing account in Mr. Eyelyn's Journal. 
After mentioning accompanying Mrs. Howard and her two daughters (of 
whom this lady was one) to Northampton on law business, he says : " In 
this journey went part of the way Mr. James Graham (since PriTy Purse 
to the Duke of York), a young gentleman exceedingly in Iotc with Mrs. 
Dorothy Howard, one of the Maids of Honor in our company. I could 
not but pity them both, the mother not much favoring it. This lady was 
not only a great beauty, but a most yirtuous exceUent creature, and worthy 
to haye been wife to the best of men. My advice was required, and I 
spoke to the advantage of the young gentleman, more out of pity, than 
that she deserved no better match, for though he was a gentleman of good 
fSEunily, yet there was great inequality." 

^ Hortensia Mancini, Duchesse de Masarin, was the niece and heiress 
of Cardinal Mazarin. She was married to Charles Armand de la Porte 
de Meilleraye, eldest son of the Marechal de Meilleraye, and on his mar- 
riage took the name, arms, and title of Due de Mazarin. Her eternal 
disputes with her husband, and the strange conduct of them both, filled 
ihe tribunals of France with their legal quarrels and demands on each 
other, and the ears of the idle of Europe with endless histories of their 
private life and adventures. See frequent mention of them in Madame, 
de S^vign^'s Letters. 
3 
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is. My uncle^ told Sir Harry Vernon* yesterday, he was un 
des incurables. 

Jf you are not mightily delighted, I hope yon will not stay 
the longest of your time from your 

B. Vaughak. 

Mftdame de Msiaria did not aniye in ikiglMid till the 29th Deoembw 
this year, 1675. She was by birth ooosin to the Duke of York's second 

-wife (a Princess of Modena), whose mother Martinozzi was another 

niece of Cardinal Mazarin. Tliis relationship with the Court procured 
her a distinguished reception here, and a pension of 40002. a year fh>m 
Charle9 IL, which was continued to her successiyely by James and by 
iniHam, until her dealh at Chelsea, in 1699. This pension, the sale of 
her jewels, and erery other means of procuring money were so inadequate 
to her ezpensiye habits, and her passion for play, that, after haying been 
the greatest heiress in Europe, she liyed and died oyerwhelmed with debts. 
See the works of her admirer and friend, St Eyremond, who, after en- 
deayoring in yain to reclaim her both by reason and by flattery, often 
supplied the wants of her extrayagance from the sayings of his economy. 
« Madame de Mazarin m'a du jusques k huit cens Uyres sterling : elle me 
deyoit jusques k quatre cens guin^s quand elle est morte." «Quand je 
songe que la ni^ et Ph^riti^re de M. le Cardinal Mazarin, a eu besoin 
de moi en certains tems pour subaster, je fais des reflexions chrStiennes 
qui seryiront it mon Baltt, si elles sent inutiles pour mon payment" — 
" (Euyres de St Eyremond," yoL iii p. 291. See also her life written by 
herself at tiie end of the Abb^ de St Real's " Conspiration de Venice." 

I** Her face was beautiful with the rich beauty of the south, her under- 
staAding quick, her manners graceful, her rank exalted, her possessions 
immense ; but her ungoyemable passions had turned all these blessings 
into curses." — ^Macaulay, yol. i. p. 430. Fenton, in his obseryations on 
Waller's << Triple Combat," informs us << that she was once thought a fit 
match for Charles ; and that Henrietta Maria and Cardinal Mazarin had 
designed her for his Queen." The same author obseryes that, '* she once 
had the greatest fortune of any lady in Europe." — Granger, yol. y. p. 
408.] 

1 M. de Ruyigny. He was now ambassador fkK)m France, but was 
superseded in the May following by M. de Courtin. 

* fo Harry Vernon was cousin to Lady Russell ; her grandfather, Henry 
Earl of Southampton, haying married Elizabeth Vernon, sister to Sir 
Richard Vernon, of Hodnet, in Shropshire. 
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The Doctor* presents his eerviees to yon. He has been to 
see the child. No city news, he says ; bat the moneyed men 
likely to be undone again, all calling in their money, and thoy 
not able to pay it bo anddenly* 

Harry Saville* Ib in a kind of diBgrace with the Bnke {of 
York), When the King dined at the Dnke of Albemarle^s, 
after dinner, the Duke, talking to IBaYille, asked if he meant 
not to inTite the King to the business of the day, Saville 
wondered what he meant. The Dnke told him he need not ; 
for sore it was hia constant endeavor to get the King to drink 
more than any that wished him well wonld do. SaTille denied it» 
'* Then go away," replies the other ; so he did. And the next 
day^ the King reproaching him for not staying, he told the oc- 
casion \ so there ia great anger» I write in the nursery, and 
Lady Harvey^ is jnst rnshed by, and no Bister at home ; so I 
may be engaged, bnt I think not, for she started back again, a 
perfect TiBion ! I am going to see poor Lady Jones, 
For Maa. William RuaaeU, at Stratton, iq Hampshire, 
to be left witb the poatiaa.Bter at AlreaforiL 



LAOT YAUGHAK TO MR. EUSSELL.* 

London, Feb. 10, 1C75, 
What repntation writing this may give me, the chamber 
being full of ladies, I know not ; bnt I am sure, to be ill in 
that heart (to whose person I send this) I dare not hazard ; and 
since he expects a letter from mCj by neglect I shall make no 
omission, and withont doabt the performance of it is a pie*- 

^ Dr. Lover, a pbjsician of emiaence in the reign of ChiLrleB U. 

^ Brother to ihe Marquis of Halifax. 

^ Sister to Ealph, the first Buke of Montagu, married to Sit Daniel 
Herrey^ sent ambaBs^dor to the Porte in 1676* She Is the peraon to 
whom La Fontaine's fablo of ^< Le Rcnard AugloiB*' is addreaacd. See 
fahle 2S, book 12. 

* From Mies Berry ^s M«moir< 
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Banter thing than I have had sense of, from the time we parted; 
and all acts of obedience mnst be so to my dearest man who, 
I trust in God, is well ; but ill entertained I fear, at Stratton, 
but what the good company repairs. The weather is here very 
ill, and the winds so high that I desire to hope yon do not lie 
in our old chamber, being afraid when I think yon do. Our 
little Tubs* is very well ; made her usual court to her grand- 
father just now, who is a little melancholy for his horses; but 
they are all sent to take the air at Kensington, or somewhere 
out of town. My Lord's gelding is dead, and more saddle- 
horses, and one coach-horse, I think. I have asked every one 
I see for news, but all I can learn is, that Attorney Montague 
has done his best to be Chief Justice, but will fail ; Winnington 
most spoke of;" some say Rainsford.' Montague* shall be a 
Judge, and so contented if he please. My Lord Halifax* con- 
tinues ill stilL My Lord Duras* is not married yet ; some speak 
of a stop in it There is no more news of the fleets. The 
King and Duke both professed, that if they could see a report 
from De Ruyter they should give a perfect credit to it, being 
sure he would write nothing but truth. There is such a buzz, 
I can so little tell what I say, that it is in vain to say more. 
My Lady Die sends a token of the bill of Mortality, and Lady 
Shaftesbury^ the Mercury. All this charge comes from my 

' Their little daughter. 

2 Sir Francis Winnington was then Solicitor-general, having succeeded 
Sir William Jones in 1673, 

• Sir Richard Eainsford was made Chief Justice in April, 1676. 

^ William Montague, Esq., was made a Baron of the Exchequer. AU 
the law promotions here mentioned as probable, did not take place tiU 
the next year, 1676. 

< George Sayille, Earl, and afterwards Marquis, of Halifax. 

> Louis de Duras, brother to the French Due de Duras. He was natu- 
ralized and made Lord Duras by Charles IL, in the year 1678. He mar- 
ried Mary, the eldest daughter of George Sondes, Earl of Feyersham, 
and succeeded to that title according to the entail in right of his wife. 
See frequent mention made of him by St. Eyremond. 

7 Margaret Spencer, third wife of the first Earl of Shaftesbury, was 
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putting up the (jazett«, the ladies would obliginglj add. I 
am, mj best love, more than I caa tell you, and as much as I 
ought. 

Tout's, 

B. Yaughaw, 



LADY NORTBUMBERLAND TO LADT RtTSSELL.' 

February 11, 1676. 
T AM very sorry, my dear sister, Mr. Russell waa not weU 
after his journey, but I hope he will have no returns of his 
distemper ; I thank God I am pretty weU of my cold too, but 
going' abroad does not yet agree with me ; for being that day 
at my Lady Mary^s, and the next to see the mock astrologer, 
I waa so very ill that I was forced to keep my bed upon Sun- 
day, and since have been in phyaick, which I hope will do me 
good. I do rejoice extremely at Miss Rachel's breeding her 
teeth so well, and that she begins to talk. I confess I long to 
see her now she grows so good company, Mj Miss Ann, I 
thank God, thrives very well too, and my other girl mighty 
well,' and kept her birthday here, where you were wished for j 
but it did not pass so well as the last she kept with me ; for, 
most nnfortnnatcly^ we were disappointed of our gamesters, 
and play being the only thing can engage her grandmother to 
stay abroad past her hour ; failing of that she carried her home, 
at seven o'clock, which was a great disappointment, having 
some of her young company and fiddles ; but ray Lady is grown 
such a spark, that these two nights she has sat np till twelve 
and one o'clock at play herself ; and Idst night, when she went 
away, made an appointment to have my Lord SuHolk and my 

daughter of Willi ara Lord Sp^Doer of Wormleigbton, by Penelope, 
daughter of Henry, Earl of Southarapton (fatlier of the Lord Treftsur^r), 
aud wiKS G0U8cquently coiisiu to Lady RuaEsell, 

^ From a copy of the orifpnal, in the MSS, Wohuro Abhey. 

" Lady Ogle. 
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Lord Scarsdall meet her here to-daj at dinner ; bat all th» 
while she cannot endure it. Mj Lady Devonshire was yester- 
day carried out of town in great state, and old Sir Charles 
rode and carried one of her banners. She was carried through 
Holbom up as far as Fisher's Folly, and then back again, 
down through the Strand, and up Covent Ghurden, and through 
Queen Street, and so out of town. 

My Lord Mordante carried his trial clear against his brother. 
Yesterday, my Lord Mayor and Miss Wide appeared at West- 
minster Hall, where, as I am told, she said she was not mar- 
ried, nor kept by force ; but that she chose him for her guard- 
ian ; but they say the young man said he had married her and 
bedded her, and that he would prove : all the other news we 
sent by Mr. Russell. They say now the Parliament does not 
sit till October ; so that I have now no hopes of seeing you : 
My service pray to your good man, Mr. Montague is a humble 
servant to you both. If our house went up as fast as we have 
models made, we should be in it before you get to yours, for 
we have no less than three that are big enough for Miss Ann 
to walk in, I long till the writings are done, that it may be 
begun ; proposing the spending of many a pleasant hour in it. 
Orange Nan is now by me, and says she had last week of 
Dukes, Lords, and Counts, ten at dinner with her ; to season 
the cestem my Lord Middlesex left her. After this piece of 
intelligence, I think I ought to add no more, therefore shall 
conclude, 

I am yours, with all passion, E. N. 



LADY VAUGHAN TO MR. RUSSELL. » 

London, February 11, 1676. 
EvBRT new promise of Mr. Russell's unalterable kindness is 
a most unspeakable delight to my thoughts ; therefore I need 
use no more words to tell you how welcome your letter was to 

> From Miss Berry's Memoir. ^ 
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me J bat bow much welcomer Monday will be, I bope yon do 

imag-me. Your father sent me the inclosed j but says witha]^ 
that the news at Court from France this morning was, Messina 
was relieyed. For weddings and deaths^ and that sort of newe, 
I know not the least. Her Grace of Cleveland* has set the 
day for France to be within ten days. The Duchess of Ports- 
mouth^ ia melancholy, as some persons will hare it^ and with 
reason. You will easily conclude yonr sister Allington is fio^ 
when I tell you her boy has the measles ; he had a cough two 
or three days^ but was so well| she was with him in the Park 
last night, and this morning the measles appeared ; but I bear 
nothing but be is Tery well with them ; the doctor sees no ill 
symptom at all. Our girl Is aa yon left her j I bless the mercy 

1 Barbara Villiera^ daughter and heiress of WaUiam Villicra, Yiacoimt 
QroxidlBoii, who fell in iho royal caTise at the battle of Edgehill. She yms 
bora about the year 1642, and yrna married the year before the Restora- 
tion to Roger Palmer, then a Bidden t in the Temple, aftcrwartia created 
Earl of Castlemaine, by which titlo she was known till the year 1070, 
when flho was ereated by Charles II. Duchess of Cleveland- She had 
tijreo sons hy the Eing, whom he BucceesiTely created Dukes of Cleveland, 
<»f Grafton, and of Northumberlactd, and one daughter bom in the first 
year of her marriage^ who bore the name of Palmer, with the farther 
dubious designation of adopted duvffhter of the King. She married, at 
fonrteenj Thomas LcnnarJ, Earl of Sussex. 

^ LouiHft de Querouaille, the daughter of a noble family in Brittany, 
wa^ an attendant on Henriettaj Duchess of Crleanfl^ when ehe visited 
England, and was met bj the King, her hrother, at DoTCr in 1672. The 
charms of this lady were supposed to haye been purposely thrown in the 
way of the King, to attach him more effeotually to the interests of France, 
The plan sncceeded, and she shortly after became the reigning miatress, 
ftnd was created Duehess of Portsmouth* In **EToIyn*s Diary," are 
Bome curious details of a visit be made to Lord Arlington at E net on in 
1673r ivhen Mademoiselle do Querouaille was amongst the guests. In 
the same entertaining Diary we ^d mention made of a yisit Mr. Eyelyn 
received from a Mr. and Madame de Querouaille, relations of the Duchesa 
of Portfimenth^fl, who were in England in the year 1675- They had been 
much known to hla father-in-law, Sir Richard Browne, during Ms real-' 
denee In Brittany, Bee *^ Diary," vol. i, p^ 449, 
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of God for it. I have silentlj retired to my little dressing-room 
for this performance, the next being full of company at cards. 
The Lady Poltney^ one, introduced by Lady Southampton.' I 
am engaged with Northumberlaad ;' but at nothing, nor to 
nothing upon earth entirely, but to my dear Mr. Euasell ; his 
I am with most passionate affection. 

R. Vauohan. 

I am a humble servant to all your company. 



LADY VAUGHAN TO LORD RUSSELL.* 

March 28, 1675. 
Though it is very hard to receive so kind a letter as I read 
yesterday, and not tell you the joy I take in reading it, yet I 
have made my Lady Shaftesbury the compliment ; but she re- 
turned it as I desired, and obliges me to this moment of plea- 
sure, and sure these are very great ones, in my love's absence, 
to sit and read what he has written, but that is apt to make 
me contemplate to fix at this instuit when to return Lady 
Shaftesbury's kindness. I must put myself from this employ- 
ment, and you light upon expressions which are very apt to fill 
one full of thoughts, therefore I take up the dear paper, and 
present my duty to my Lord ; tell you our girl is very well, 
and very pretty ; says Papa is waking for a cherry. 

K Vaughan. 

> Arabella, daughter of George, Earl of Berkeley, second wife to Sir 
'William Pultenej, Knight, of Misterton, in Leicestershire. 

' Frances, daughter of William Seymour, Duke of Somerset, and widow 
of Viscount Molineux, when she married the Lord Treasurer Southampton 
(Lady Russell's father), to whom she was third wife. She long surriyed 
him, and afterwards married Conyers d*Arcy, the first Earl of 'Holder- 
nesse. 

• Lady Northumberland, her sister. 

* From a copy in the MSS., Wobum Abbey. 
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There was a master in the Park for the Prince Mecklenburg 
to-day. Mr. Saville* has been* insolent in his tongue to the 
Dnke, and is for it banished the Court : the words are too 
many to write. Mr. Oarrad is fled ; he is to be tried by the 
Green cloth, and the Lord by his Peers! 

For Mr. William Eussell, at Wobum, Bedfordshire, 
to be left at Brick HilL 



LADY VAUGHAN TO LORD RUSSELL.* 

Augast 15, 1675. 
Though I did wish my best life would not give himself the 
trouble of writing to me so soon, yet I desire he will believe 
there is no earthly thing can please me so well as what he says 
to me ; so that when I cannot hear him speak, his letters are 
my best delight; though I am with our little girl, who is (I 
bless God) very well, and extremely merry, and often calls Papa. 
She gets new pretty tricks every day. My Sister* liked the 
plovers very well, and so did I, for I eat of all to-day, not 
drinking the waters, nor do not mean to drink them to-morrow. 
We look for no new company on Tuesday, as we did when you 
went. I think it is very well as it is. I find by John's letter, 
you found half a pair of stairs at Southampton House, which I 
was glad of, that all faults may be amended now, if any be 
found. I write by tlm carrier, because that post is so naaghty, 
and it is the same thing, for this goes but to-morrow morning, 
and if anything happens you should hear, I will write again on 
Monday night, or Tuesday morning, otherwise not. I hope I 
shall hear you got well to London by John to-morrow, if the 
post please to deliver it, for yesterday I had those were wrote 

» The Hon. Henry Saville. 

« This and the three following are from copies in the MSS. at Wobum 
Abbey. The originals are most probably among the Deyonshire MSS. 

' Probably the Lady Margaret Russell, sister to Lord Rnssell, who 
afterwards married her cousin, Edward Russell, Earl of Orford. 
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on Taesday, and this morning those on Tfanndaj. I am going 
to see Miss end her snpper, and then nndress, at Which time 
she is rery pleasant ; and it is my best entertainment till I see 
again my Mr. Russell, whose I am entirely. 

R. YAUOHAIf . 

I am glad poor Die^ is well again. Remember to write to 
Lady Allington. Pray mind to look what kind of garret it is 
where the chimney is new made. 

For Mr. Eossell at Wobtini. 



LADY VAUGHAN TO MR. RUSSELL. 

1675. 
PEESUADma myself to believe yon were not willing to dis- 
pense with not hearing to-day from your little girl and I, I 
think myself obliged to tell yon we are both as yon left us. I 
have just left her (to tell her dear papa so) in as good humor 
as she used to be when her breakfast is before her ; but while 
it was a getting ready very impatient ; nothing would do with- 
out the help of a piece of bread and butter. I have yet passed 
my time well enough since we parted ; all I have done seeming 
to be in order to our meeting soon again ; but some interrup- 
tion I had about four o'clock yesterday, by the noise of a 
coach, which proved to be my Lady Stuckley." I had the 
satisfaction by it of seeing the new well, Tor going down with 
her, the evening was so fine, I walked to it ; it is thatched all, 
and the foundation laid to the turning ; they were just turning 
it as I looked on them, and this day will not hurt it, for it is 

1 Diana, ^ster to Lord Rossell, first mamed to Sir Grerille Vemey, 
afterwards to William, second Lord Allington, created an English peer by 
Charles II., by the title of Baron Allington of Wymondley, co. Hertf. 
Died in 1684. 

* Most probably Catherine, daughter Mid h^ of Sir John Trott, of 
Laverstoke, co. Southampton, Bart., first wifSd of Sir Hugh Stokeley, of 
Hinton, co. Hants, Bart 
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the most ^loriotifl one that is to be imagined [ the mm is so 
hot m I write ^ it supplies the want of sand as well as fire could 
do. The pears are not gathered till to-morrow morning. I 
do long to hear of my best life, but not bo much as I shall do 
ten days hence ^ whether I am at Stratton, or nearer to you. 

Watkins* calls for my letter ^ yet I mast tell you I hate myself 
for forgetting yonr girls^ and am more and more conTinced how 
little I deserve the blessing 1 enjoy^ but will eTer be thankful 
to my God and yourself, whose I am entirely. 

R, Yaughan. 

Stmdaj morning. 
For Willmm Ku^sell, at SoathaEopton House, London. 



LADY VADGHAN TO LORD RUSSELL. 



1675* 



What I have to write, and the time I baTe to write it in^ 
are Tery agreeing, having extreme little of both at my com- 
mand ; for words never any creature had so few, that had so 
mnch to expresfs as I have to Master Bussell, ahd my Ume is 
what Lady South; takes to sup in^ this day being hers, and I am 
to see our girl above, whom I have not eeeu undressed since you 
went. She is as you left her, that is I hope so ; for I dispatched 
my letter before the visit, lest her charms should be so powerful 
and so keep me too long j yet from such a dispatch it would 
not hurt any. 

Madam Tremblet is safe arrived ^ and so are our things I hope, 
for I have not opened them yet ; nor if I can choose will not ; 
but if I should see them firsts they would not be pleased, for 
yesterday I was there, and they wondered extremely to hear I 
had not curiosity to see so fine thing^s : she hod some fancy in 
them it seems* I spoke for the note, the weather is so ill ; I 
hope to see you soon. Mrs. Strangwich is dead ; Mrs. Capel 
that was : not having been abroad to-day, I know nothing oT 
the world. Yesterday I played at Whitehallj Duchess Ilamtl- 

^ The House gtowJtrd. 
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ton^ kissed the Qaeen's hand ; the Qaeen rose from cards to do 
it; my sister's girl is ill again. 

I am eternally yonrs, 

R. Vaughak. 

Saturday night, 8 o'clock. 
For Mas. William Russell, at Stratton, in Hampshire. 



LADY VAUGHAN TO MR. RUSSELL.« 

Tichfield, August 22, 1675. 
Sunday night. 
I WRITB this to my dear Mr. Russell, because I love to be 
busied in either speaking of him or to him ; but the pretence I 
take is lest that I wrote yesterday should miscarry ; so this may 
again inform you at London, that your coach shall be at Har- 
ford Bridge (if God permit) upon Thursday night, to wait your 
coming ; and on Saturday I hope to be at Stratton, and my 
sister* also. This day she resolved it, so her coach will bring 
us all, as I think to contrive it, or at least with the help of the 
chariot and cart-horses ; but I think to send you the coach, to 
save sending six horses for it, for a pair will bring the chariot. 
It is an inexpressible joy to consider, I shall see the person in 
the Vorld I most and only long to be with, before another week 
is past; I should condemn my sense of this expected happiness 
as weak and pitiful, if I could tell it you. No, my best life, I 
can say little, but think all you can, and you cannot think much : 
my heart makes it all good. I perfectly know my infinite obli- 
gations to Mr. Russell ; and in it is the delight of her life, who 
is as much yours as you desire she should be. 

R. Vaughan. 

1 Anne, Duchess of Hamilton, in her own right, eldest daughter of 
James Duke of Hamilton. She married William Earl of Selkirk, who, 
on her decease, was created Duke of Hamilton, in 1661, 

* From Miss Berry's Memoir. 

* The Lady Elizabeth Noel, eldest daughter of the Lord Treasurer 
Southampton, married to Edward, eldest son of Lord Noel, afterwards 
Earl of Gainsborough. 
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Miss 13 very well, I drink the waters yet, and iatead it tiU 
I go, if the weather holds so good. 
For Mr. BussqU^ at Bgm^tAmptoiL HcmsQ^ 



LADT V AUGEAN TO MR, EUSSELL,' 

LondoD, April, 1677, 
I CANNOT neglect bo great a pleasure to myself as writing* to 
Mr. Russell is, yet have nothing to tell him, but how I have 
passed my time since I saw him yesterday : it was with your 
two sisters^ at a Dutch Woman's,^ Patemoster*row, and the 
three Exchanges.* This day I dined at the Tower,^ hut there 
js no new8 : the Lords have no answer of their petition. Mr, 

^ From Miss Berry ^s Memoir, 

' Lady AUington and Lady Margaret Ruesell. 

^ This was probably what waa called an India-hon^e, n i?rar<?liotiso 
"where tea, china, and other Indian gaoda werB then only to be purchased. 
It was the shopping of ike fine ladies of those day a ; it afterwards became 
BO m^ch the fashion with the ycutig and gay, tbat ather motives tlian <^to 
cheapen tea, or bny a screenj"* were imputed to tiie visits to India-houses. 
King William's severity reprehended Queen Mary for having been per- 
suaded to go to one; and Clbbcr makes Lady Townley '* take a flying 
jannt to ml India-hoase," aa one of the moat dasMng gayctiea of a fino 
lady's London life. 

* The Three Exchanges wereExeter^ the New ExchangCj and the Eoyal * 
Exchange, 

* Probably with Lord Shafteabaryj who had been sent to the Tower in 
February, 1076, with the Duke of Buckiagham, Lord Salisbury, and 
Lord iVharton, for having asserted tbat Parliament was legally dissolved 
by a prorogation of more than a year. The last three were shortly after 
liberated^ but Lord Shaftesbury remained in confinement above a twelve- 
month. [** After thirteen moaths' confinement. But not till he had begged 
pardon on his knees at the Bar ef the Lords, as well for Ma fault as hia 
obstinacy in not acknowledging IL — Rap in,] 



' To cheapen tea, or buy a screen. 
What else could so much virtue mean V* Peiob. 
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Shepherd^ has not been heard from ; Charlton* came in : he says 
the King told Mr. Shepherd he came post, bnt his answer would 
not be so hasty ; nothing will be done in it, it is thought. 
Wharton is commanded to Wobum, and goes to-morrow. 
Crequi* was overturned just going into Newmarket. The King 
comes on Saturday or Tuesday : the Queen is ill, and much 
affected with the blazing star. There is a huge whale come up 
to Chatham, 52 feet long. Having no better entertainment 
than you find, I think it as well for me to make an end, and 

* Mr. Shepherd* was an upper serrant, out of liyery, of Lord ShafteB- 
burj's, or his gentleman, as they were then called, and, indeed, as they 
often were by birth, although serving in a menial capacity in great fami- 
lies. See <* Bawleigh Bediyiyus,'' or the ** Life and Death of Anthony 
late Earl of Shaftesbury," p. 65. 

Butler, the author of ** Hudibras," was designated in the same manner 
in the family of the Countess of Kent. " She gave her gentleman twenty 
pounds a year. He (Butler) lived some years in her family." See 
"Letters by Eminent Persons from the Bodleian Library," vol. iL p. 
260. 

' Perhaps son of Sir Job Charlton, who was Speaker of the House of 
Commons in 1673. 

3 Marshal Crequi. His defeat by the Austrians at Consaarbruok in 
1676, and its supposed effect on the Court of Charles XL, is thus men- 
tioned by Lord Bussell in one of the few letters to his wife, still extant : 
— " I sent you, in my last, the news of Crequi's defeat, which proves very 
true, and is owned by M. de Buvigny : it is a thing of vast consequence 
at this conjuncture of time, and will, as it is thought, unavoidably occa- 
sion the total ruin of their army about Strasburg, for all the victory 
mentioned in the < Gazette,' which is so ridiculously penned, that every- 
body laughs at it, and wonders how so silly a thing could be ordered to be 
piinted. They say that not only the Bretons continue up, but that in the 
Lower Normandy there is a Hsing too, and if so, nobody knows how far 

it may go These late disasters of the French have caused great 

people to shed tears at Windsor." 

"August 10, 1676." 



* Perhaps a relation to Mr. Shepherd, the wine-merchant, at whose 
house the fatal meeting took place ; which, misrepresented, conducted 
Lord Bussell to the scaffold. 
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wait upon Lady Shaftesbury^ who means to snp with me. I am 
most obedient to mj Lord and Mr. WilKam Raasellj both, 

K. YAtQHAN. 

Tuesday, 8 o'clock. Our g'irla* are well. 
For Mr* WUliam Russell, at Woburn Abbey, Bedfordsbir*, 
to be left ftt Brick HilL 



LADY YAUGHAK TO ME. RUSSELL.' 

London, April 12, 1C77. 
I HATE stjiyed till past eight, that I might haT€ an much in- 
telligence as I knew how to g-et. Spencer^ promised to be here 
this eYening, but I find him not in my chamber^ where I ex- 
pected him at my coming home ; for I hare spent the afternoon 
with my sister Ailing ton, and by all our travels could not ini- 
proTe my knowledge as I extremely desired to do, that I might 
entertain your dear self the better by this letter ; else could haye 
been content to be to-morrow morning as ignorant as I was this j 
for all ray ends and designs in this world are to be as useful and 
acceptable to my Mr. Russell as I can, to deserve better, if I 
could, that dear and real kindness I faithfully believe his goodness 
suffers me to enjoy. My cousin Spencer is just come. The 
inclosed paper I copied from one Lord Alliagton gave me last 
night : it is the King's message to the House* yesterday. This 
day the debate held till 4 o'clock ; and the result of it is, you 
have ordered a second address to thank his Majesty for taking 
into consideration your first,* and to desire he would, if he 

^ Their secotid daughter, Katherine, ftftcrwarda Duchess of Rutland, 
was born in An^at of tb« preocding year* 
' From Miss Berty'a Memoir, 
^ The Honorable Robert Spencer, her cou^ou 

* The nth of April, 1677. 

* The first address was for entering into am alliance -with HoUand 
against France for the preserratiqn of the Netherlands. The second 
addresB to the fiame porpoBo was presented on the 25tb of May fol- 
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please, pnrsae what in that tbey desired ; and Uiat thej might 
not be wanting, thej have added a elaase (if the King accepts 
of it) to the money bill, that gives him credit to nse two hun- 
dred thousand of that money towards new alliances ; promising, 
if he do see cause to lay it out, to replace it him again. This, 
as Sir Hugh Cholmondeley* says, it is not pleasing at Court : 
expectations were much higher. The Lords have not agreed 
with the Commons : they desire to have it put in the bill, they 
should receive an account as well as the Commons. The House 
was in the way of agreeing, and the Speaker pressed it ; till, 
after three hours' debate, he told them suddenly he had mistook 
the thing, that he knew the House nice upon money matters, 
and the Lords had only a negative in money concerns ; and 
this seemed an afi&rmative, so put it to the question ; bat 
would not divide the House, though if they had, the ayes would 
have carried it, it is believed. To-morrow, at two, is a confer- 
ence with the Lords. The Queen is so ill she could not per- 
form the Maunday this day, but the Lady Fingale did it. The 
Lady Arlington's brothers are neither of them killed.* The 
Lady Mohun has a son ;' he is ill ; everything else as you left 
it. Your girls very well. Miss Rachel has prattled a long 
story ; but Watkins* calls for my letter, so I must omit it. She 

lowing ; it drew down a sharp reprimand from the King, for prescribing 
what alliances he was to make, and produced an adjournment of the 
House. 

* Sir Hugh Cholmeley, of Whitby in Yorkshire. [A narratiye of hia 
sufferings during the civil wars was priyately printed in 1787. 4to.] 

' Lady Arlington was Isabella de Beyerwaert, daughter of Lewis of 
Nassau, and grand-daughter of Maurice, Prince of Orange. Thomas, 
Earl of Ossory (son of the Duke of Ormond), married a sister of Lady 
Arlington's, and another sister unmarried, and called Lady Charlotte 
Beyerwaert, was a lady of the Bedchamber to Queen Anne. See frequent 
mention made of her in St. Eyremond's works, under the name of Made« 
moiselle, as an intimate associate of Madame de Mazarin. 

' He was killed in a^duel in Hyde Park with the Duke of Hamilton, in 
1712, which proyed fatal to both the combatants. 

* The house-steward. 
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Bays^ papa has sent for her to Wobee, and then slie gallops and 
says she has been there, and a great deal more ; but boiled 
oysters eallj so my story must rest. She will send no duty she 
is positive in it. I present you all any creature can pay : I 
owe you as mtich. 

B, YAuaHAic 



LADY RUSSELL TO LORD RUSSELL,^ 

Mnrijh, 1G77-8. 

My sister* being here tells me she overheard you tell her 
Lord last night, that you would take notice of the bnsinesa 
(yon know what I mean) in the House :' this alarms me, and 
I do earnestly beg of you to tell me truly if yon have or mean 
to do it. If you do, I am most asanred you Will repent it. I 
beg once more to know the truth. It is more pain to be in 

* From MiaB Berry's Memoir. 

This is on half a sheet of papoTf and folded &a a note. The date at 
the bottom is id the handwritiug of Lord Ku^selL 
' Lady AlliDgt<>n. 

* On the I4tb of March of this year the House of Gommong had 
reaolved itself into a cotnmitteo of the whole House to coDsider the state 
of the nation. The motion for this committee was made bj Lord Eusadl 
iiL the foUowing words: ^' I more that we may go into a committee of the 
"Whole House to consider of the ead and deplora^ble coodition we are in, 
and the apprehensiozis we aro utider of popery attd a standing armj^ and 
that we may consider of eome way to save ourselTcs from ruin."* 

Sir John Kereshy mentions the great exertions made by the Court to 
resist these proceedings. It is probahle thai this note was meant to dis^ 
suade Lord Russell from making this motion, or perhaps from eomo other 
of a stronger nature on the same subject, in which &hc was euceesafuL 
Lord Eussell baying kept this note^ and indorsed it^ with the time at 
which it came to his hands, proyea the strong impresBion which some cir- 
cnmstanee about it had made on his mind. 



* See the *^Kew Parliamentary Kegister,*' toL iv* p. 96L 

4* 
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doubt, and to your sister too ; and if I have any interest, I 
use it to beg your silence in this case, at least to-day. 

R. Russell. 
WhUe the House was sitting. 



LADY BUSSELL TO LORD RUSSELL. 

Tunbridge Wells, 1678. 
After a toilsome day, there is some refreshment to be telling 
our story to our best friends. I have seen your girl well laid 
in bed, and ourselves have made our suppers upon biscuits, a 
bottle of white wine, and another of beer, mingled my uncle's 
whey, with nutmeg and sugar. None are disposing to bed, 
not so much as complaining of weariness. Beds and things 
are all very well here : our want is, yourself and good weather. 
But now I have told you our present condition : to say a little 
of the past — I do really think, if I could have imagined the 
illness of the journey, it would have discouraged me : it is not 
to be expressed how bad the way is from Sevenoaks ; but our 
horses did exceeding well, and Spencer, very diligent, often oflf 
his horse, to lay hold of the coach. I have not much more to 
say this night : I hope the quilt is remembered ; and Frances 
must remember to send more biscuits, either when you come, 
or soon after. I long to hear from you, my dearest soul, and 
truly think your absence already an age. I have no mind to 
my gold plate : here is no table to set it on ; but if that does 
not come, I desire you would bid Betty Foster* send the silver 
glass I use every day. In discretion I haste to bed, longing 
for Monday, I assure you. From your 

R. Russell. 
Past ten o'clock. 

Lady Margaret* says we are not glutted with company yet : 
you will let Northumberland* know we are well ; and Allie.* 
For the Lord Russell. 

* A housemaid. » Lady Margaret Russell. 
> The Countess of Northumberland, Lady Russell's sister. 

* Lady AUingtoQ. 
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LADY KUSSELL TO LORD RUSSELLJ 

London^ January 1 , 16T9, 
Tu^adajt midnight. 
T BEG thy leaye, my only dear, by the way of refi"eshment, to 
tell yoa how I have spent the day : I ate pudding with the 
girls J and then went and ate porridge and partridge with my 
sister ; then sent for both misses to make their visit, dispatched 
them home, so proceeded to the work of the day; made a 
dozen visits, and concluded at Whitehall. I Icanit nothing 
there, but that the (Jneen had cried heartily ; her eyes made it 
very visible,^ yet she was very lively. She was at cards with 
Lady Sunderland^ and Lady Betty Felton.* Lord Ossory* was 
there : he came on Saturday. I am told Sir William Temple 

' Prom Miea Berry's Memoir, 

^ The isation -wftB no-w in7olyed in the diagracefnl deluaiona of the 
popish plot. QAtca and Eodloe had doDOonc^d the qtieen aa accesaary to 
it, not six weeks before the date of thia letter. A very sufficieDt ri^ason 
for the Btat« in wMob Lady KnsseU mentioaa having seen her. ['^Qat«a 
grew so pre^umptnouSf aa to acoiifie tho Qtteen of intending to pobon the 
King, which certainly that pious and virtuous lady abhorred the thoughts 
of, and Oates and his circumstances made it utterly nollkely m my 
opidion." — ** Evelyn's Diary," toL L p. 616. 

* Anno Bigby, daughter of George Earl of Bristol, find wife of Robert 
Earl of Sunderland^ the son of Sacbarisaa. See frequent mention made 
of this lady in ^* Evelyn's Diary*" 

^ Lady Betty Felton was a daughter of James Earl of SufTollc, married 
to Thomas Felton, Esq., Page of Honor to ChorleB 11., aiad afterwards 
Sir Thomas Felion, 

^ Thomas Earl of Ossory, the accomplished son of the £rst Duke of 
Ormond, whose mucb-lamenied death the following year extorted from 
bis father the touching boast, that he would rathet have his dtttd ion^ th€tn 
any limng jon ta England. He had been named QoTemor and General of 
the forces going to Tangiers to repair the losses svistained in a late attack 
from the Moors. But the best of the troops destined for this expedition 
having been afterwards witb drawn from his command, be seems to have 
antioipated the sacrifice of himsebf or his honor, in being sent with such 
an incompetent force. See an affecting account of bis deaths and the 
prerioua state of his mind, in "Evelyn** Diary," voL i. p. 48&. 



Digitized by 



Goo< 



44 LADY RUSSELL TO [1679. 

will be the other Secretary, though some would have (but can- 
not compass it) Mr. Hyde :* so Mr. Montagu told me at dinner. 
He had met Lord Aylesbury : he told him he came through 
Bedfordshire, and the two Lords' he heard would be chosen. 
My Lord Aylesbury answered, he could not tell: they had 
taken a prejudice to his son, upon ill offices done him in the 
county ; and all was for two votes, and they were but votes of 
civility. When I began, if I had remembered this would come 
the day you were going to the election indeed, when gone, I 
had been so much sooner in bed. Farewell for a while, my 
best life. 

B. Russell. 

Williamson' is married to Lady Catherine. 



LADY RUSSELL TO LORD RUSSELL.* 

London, January 4, 1679. 
It is now between eleven and twelve o'clock ; an hour, I 
guess, you are in full employment, and I at the most delightful 

> Lawrence Hyde, second son of the Lord Chancellor Clarendon, after- 
wards Earl of Rochester. It was Sir Leoline Jenkins who was made 
Secretary of State on this occasion, and neither of the persons Lady 
Russell mentions. 

' Lord Russell and Lord Bruce, eldest son of the ^arl of Aylesbury. 
Montagu had been member for the county of Bedford in the preceding 
Parliament ; but was not now rechosen with Lord Russell, whose col- 
league, in 1679, was Sir Humphrey Monnoux, Bart. The baronetcy 
became extinct in 1814. Lord Bruce is the same person who afterwards, 
as Earl of Aylesbury, was suspected of being an agent in the plots against 
King William. He retired to Brussels, where he established himself, and 
where he died in 1722. 

» Sir Joseph Williamson. He had been Secretary of State in the year 
1678. See an account of his birth and rise in public affairs, under the 
protection of Lord Arlington in "Eyelyn*s Diary," vol. i. p. 442. He 
married Lady Catherine Obryen, widow of the Lord Obryen. She was 
sister to Charles Stuart, Duke of Richmond, the husband of La belle 
Stuart of the ** Memoirs of Grammont," by whom he had no children, so 
that his sister was his heir. 

* From Miss Berry's Memoir. 
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I can choose, considering my present circumstances. If yours 
be not so easy to-day/ to-morrow, I hope, will make some 
amends ; and by this day se'nnight, the remembrance of the 
toil past, and the expectation of the enjoyments at sweet Strat- 
ton, will recompense all. Your father sent me two letters to 
read this morning ; one was Tom Gregory's,* the other Lord 
Bolingbroke's* to him, with mighty compliments to you in it. 
Poor Lord Aylesbury had a doleful face yesterday,* Lady 
Mary* told me. Since Tuesday night I heard nothing, but I 
will try this afternoon, add what I can get, but I would begin 
lest my time should be short in the evening. Mr. Montagu 
had a letter yesterday from the council-board to be there at 
his leisure, to see his cabinets opened ; so to-morrow he goes.^ 
I have sent you my sister's (Lady Northumberland) letter to 
read : the poor man is delivered out of a peck of troubles, one 
may perceive. I would not end this epistle till I had coasted 
the town for news, but I met none at home to furnish me with 
any ; and being now at Montagu House, find as iittle there. 
Sir Robert'' is in discontent to-day ; and swears if he knew as 
much as he does to-day a fortnight ago, he would have been a 
parliament man, whatever it had cost him : he is out of favor; 

1 The day of the election for Bedfordshire. 

* A servant. 

' Oliver St. John, Earl of Bolingbroke. The earldom became extinct 
in the person of Paulet St. John, his brother, who died unmarried in 
1711. 

^ On account of his son's failure at the Bedfordshire election. 

* Lady Mary Bruce, his daughter, afterwards married to Sir William 
Walter, Bart. 

* Mr. Montagu's papers were searched by an order of council for his 
transactions, while ambassador in France, with the Lord Treasurer Danby, 
relative to the secret treaty. See Burnet's account of this aflfair, voL ii. 
p. 217. [Mr. Macaulay says: '< Ralph Montagu, a faithless and shame- 
less man, who had resided in France as Minister from England." — "His- 
tory," V. i. p. 282.] 

' Probably Sir Robert Worsley, Bart., of Pile well in Hampshire, her 
neighbor at Stratton. 
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he says. Sir William Temple, it is belieyed, will be the other 
Secretary, and not Mr. Hyde. To ^ve yon all reports, my 
Lord Bath,* they say, is to be treasurer ; and some other re- 
move, I heard, as not unlikely, but have forgot it ; and here is 
SQch a buzz at cards, and with the child, that I can remember 
none ; and, to help, Mr. Stnkely has come in. Your sister" is 
well, but I hear nothing of sister Alinton ; their porter has 
been missed a week ; they have changed the lock, and I hope 
take care ; I send to them to know if they take care to watch, 
but I get no good answer; you know my concern. They will 
let me say no more ; our girls are very well and good. I am, 
my Lord Russell's creature entirely. 

B. Russell. 

Thursday night. 

Williamson is gone with his lady into the country. 



LADY RUSSELL TO LORD RUSSELL.* 

London, February, 1679. 

Thursday, 7 o*clock. 

I WAS very sorry to read anything under your hand, written 

so late as I had one brought me to Montagu House ; but I 

heard yesterday morning, by a servant of my Lord Marquis, 

you got well to Teddington, so I hope you did to Basing,* 

' Sir John Graniille, Earl of Bath ; the same who had been the mes- 
senger between the King and Parliament at the time of the Restoration. 
The appointment Lady Russell mentions as a report, did not take place ; 
the treasury having been put in commission. 

« Lady Margaret Russell. 

• From Miss Berry's Memoir. 

* The seat of Charles Paulet, Marquis of Winchester, afterwards Duke 
of Bolton. This is the person of whom Sir John Reresby giyes the fol- 
lowing curious account the year before the Reyolution. " In the midst 
of the impending dangers which seemed to threaten us, there was a noble- 
man, the Marquis of Winchester, who had, by his conduct, persuaded 
some people to think him mad, though he certainly acted upon principles 
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and our poor Stratton, and will by Saturday niglit to the 
creature of the world that loves you best. I hnYe lived as 
retired, since you went, as the severest and jealous husband 
conld enjoin a wife : so that I am not fitted to entertain yon 
with passages in the town, knowing no more how the world 
goes, than an Italian lady, they say, usually does. The weather 
has been of the worst kind here^ continually either snow, hail, 
or high winds : God keep yon from colds 1 I wish yon may 
know when you are well, and not stir from my Lord MarquiB, 
whose very humble servant I am, and must be the more so, 
because I think he is so kind to you, as that my Lord wotdd 
willingly agree to my wish.* To take up as little of your time 

of great hutni^B prudence > Tlila gentleiBBD paBeing throngli Yorkshire in 
Ills way to London, I went to pay him a Tisit ; he had four coaches and a 
hutiLlrcd hoTsea in hi a rctiiine, and siidd teu days at a houa© that he bor^ 
roTFcd in our parts. His custom was to dine at six or soT^tn in the eTCn- 
ing, and hm meal always likst«d till six gt BeT<?Q the next moruing; during 
which he sometimes di^nkp soMetimes be listened to muniOf somctimea he 
fcU Into discoui'aCr sometimes he took tohocco, and Bometimes he ate his 
TLCtaals ; while the oornpany had free choice to sit of rise, to go or eome, 
ia sleep or not. The dishes and hottles were all the time befoi-e ibem on 
the table ; and when it was morning^ he would hunt or hawk, if the 
weather was fair, if not, he would dance* go to bod at eleven, and repose 
himself till the eyeuing. Notwithstanding this irregularity, he was ft 
man of great sense, oud thoogb^ &s I Just now said, some took him for 
mad^ it is certain his moaning was to keep himself out of the way of more 
serious censure in these ticklish days, and preserve his estate, which he 
took great care of." — Reresby's Memoirs, p. 247. 

It is certain that he was already, at the time Sir John Reresby wrote, 
in correspondence with the Prince of Orange. See aeveral of his letters 
in *' Dairy mple*a Appendix,*^ voL ii. 

^ The foUowing letter, written at this time f^om Basing, is among the 
very feWr yet extant^ &om Lord RusseU to his wife ; — 

"BftBing, February the 8th, 1678-9, 

"I am stole from a great many gentlemen into the drawing-room at 
Basing, for a moment, to teU my deorost I have thought of her being here 
the last time, and wished for her a thousand times ; but in ¥aln, alaet for 
I am ju»t going now to Stratton, and want the chariot, and my dearest 
dear in It. I hope to be with yon on Saturday. We hare had a reiy 
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as I can, I hare sent yon mj sister's letter to read ; my answ^ 
to it you may guess at. I wrote at large what was said in my 
chamber : it might have been remembered, how you had ac- 
cepted Bedfordshire, and the reports here of Sir Richard 
Knight, or such being set up. If I had news I should not be 
yery ready to send it you, being sure my Lord Marquis would 
have it better expressed from several, therefore I have been the 
less inquisitive. My sister Northumberland had, last night, a 
letter from the Lady Northumberland;* all the account she 
gives her, is, that if her grandchild* likes the addresses of my 
Lord Ogle better than any others, she shall accept them : this 
is the whole ; for all the rest of the letter is some kind of 
notice how severe she hears she is against her in her ordinary 
discourse. My Lord Ogle is come to town for certain, I think. 
Your aunt tells me your cousin Newport' will be chosen, it 
is declared ; but she did not tell me how her lord took it. My 
sister was told yesterday Mr. Montagu was off for standing 

knight of the shire, but was for some borough. Mr. * 

helps him too, and the election-day would be Saturday ; but 
she knew nothing of this from him, or anything else. Her 
little girl has been so ill two days, she feared the smallpox : I 

troublesome journey of it, and insignificant enough, by the fairness and 
excess of civility of somebody : but more of that when I see you. I 
long for the time, and am, more than you can imagine, your 

<< Russell. 

" I am troubled at the weather for our ownselyes, but much more for 
my sister. Pray God it may have no ill effect upon her, and that we 
may have a happy meeting on Saturday. I am Miss's humble servant." 

* Her mother-in-law. 

' The Lady Elizabeth Percy, married, at twelve years old, to the Earl 
of Ogle. She was not, even at this age, on good terms with her mother 
(Lady Bussell's sister), as appears by a letter from Lady Russell to Lady 
Ogle, on her marriage, in this coUectioUy dated April, 1679. [See 
page 22.] 

^ Richard, son of Francis Lord Newport, by the Lady Diana Russell, 
an aunt of Lord Russell. 

* The name in the MS. not to be deciphered. 
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haYe not seen it, but she sent me word thia momng Doctor 
MicMethwait thought it would prove au ague. Your Bister ib 
as well aa m to be expected j but we hear nothing of Lady Die* 
Our small ones are as you left them, I praise God ; Migs writes 
aud lays the letters by^ that papa may admire them when he 
comes ; it is a moment more wished for than to be expressed 
by all the eloquence I am mistress of, yet you know how much 
that is ; but, my dear abuser I loTe more than my life, and am 
entirely his. 

Amongst letters were opened, there was some of Lord Mar- 
quis's and Lord Shaftesbury's,^ in all which they give their 
friends great caution not to choose fanaties, at which the King 
was mneh pleased, and said he had not heard so much good of 
them a great while. This is a report j if I hear any other of 
any kind, I will send it from Montagu House, whither I am 
going, and will not seal it till I have been there : I know Lady 
Shaftesbury is there, my Lady Marquesse/ &c. I am to play 
at basset' to-morrow, at Lady Shaftesbury- a. 

^ Lord SLofteBbury wi&b made President of the Counoil tcij booh aft«r 
the date of thia letter. 

' Tho Marchionesa of Widc heater, second mfe of the Matquia of 
Wmchester, above mentioaeiL The peerage calla her the eldest natural 
daughter of Emanuel Scroop, Earl of Sunderland^ and widow of R^nTj^ 
aeoond son of Herny Cajrey^ Earl of Monmouth. Emanuel Scroop, Earl 
of Sunderland^ was the first and the last of his name who here that titte. 
The tit!e of MivroMoness was not y&t in use. The wife of a Marquet was 
then ealled a Marqueste. 

^ The name of a game at cards then much in fashion, [Thoa cele- 
brated by Pope: — 

'^ But of what marhle must that breast be formed. 
To gaie on basset, and remain nn warmed? 
When IciDgSf queens, knaves, are net in decent rank ; 
Bxpoa^d in glorious heaps the tempting bank, 
Gmneas, half- guineas, all the shining train i 
The winner's pleasure, and the loser's pain: 
5 
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Lord Gray* says the Bedfordshire gentlemen are ready to 
break their hearts, that yon are gone to Hampshire/ and will 
leave them. 

A near relation of Lady Catherine Obrien, says, this day, 
the marriage is owned with Williamson ; he will be chosen at 
Qneenborongh. It seems he has, for some time past, given 
them plate for their church ; so little Herbert will be to seek. 
It is for Nottingham, by Lord Mtochester's interest, Mr. Mon- 
tagu stands. 



LADY RUSSELL TO LORD RUSSELL.' 

London, Febmary 16, 1679. 
At dinner at Lord Shaftesbury's I received your letter, and 
found nothing in it that hindered my offering it him to read ; 
he did so at the table, and some part of it to the company. 
Lord Wharton dined there, and Judge Ellis ;* Charlton and 
Shaftesbury conclude Beecher' will be the man. I wish the 
day over, but fear it is so likely to be a troublesome one, that 
I shall not see you so soon as my last desired; yet if it may be, 
I wish for it ; the main reason is, to discourse something of 

In bright confasion open rouleaus lie, 
They strike the son!, and glitter in the eye. 
Fir'd by the sight, all reason I disdain ; 
My passions rise, and will not bear the rein. 
Look upon basset, you who reason boast; 
And see if reason must not there be lost.'' 

"The Basset Table."— An Eclogue.] 

* Ford Lord Grey, of Werke, married to Mary, fourth daughter of 
George, Earl of Berkeley. His infamous amour and elopement with her 
sister, Lady Henrietta, did not take place till three years after this date. 

* Lord RusseU had been returned both for Bedfordshire and Hamp- 
shire, and finally made his election for Bedfordshire. 

» From Miss Berry's Memoir. 

^ Sir William Ellis, a puisne Judge of the Common Pleas. 

^ No one of the name of Beecher was elected into this Parliament. 
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that affair my nnclc (nuTigny) was on Sunday &o long with 
me about. It 13 urged, and yoar Lordship is thought a neces- 
sary person to advise with about it»* Your taska are like to 
be difficult in town aud country : I pray God direct your judg- 
ment in all your acltoua. I saw Sir leveriP at Lord Shaftee- 
bury's^ who told him my Lord Kussell was a greater man than 
he, for he was but one knight, and Lord Russell would be two* 
Sir leveril answered, if it were in his power he should be a 
hundred. This is but one of many fine things I heard to-day, 
yet my heart thinks abmidantly more due to my man. I write 
again in Northumberland's^ chamber^, and Mrs. Yonng baa 
come in, who says Berry* is turned Protestant, and has con- 
fessed very muchj and wrote a letter to the King that tells 
such things^ Mr. Stanhope, who is at basset, says he dares not 
repeat it. Aunt Tresam loses, and bates me to end this. My 
love, I am in pain, till Taesday is past, because I am sure you 
must have a great deah I am^ to the last minute of my life^ 
your most obedient wife, 

Saturday night* 

Tour sister rose to-day. My best service to brother James, 
I sent yoar letter to Lord Bedford, 

For the Lord Ruasell, at Wobum Abbey, in Bedfordshire, 
to he left with the PostraaBter at Brick Hill, 

' This may probably allnde to the Exclusion Bill, the progress of whieK 
'waa only postponed by the prorogation and enhsequent diseolutiotk of this 
parliament, -whichj having met in March, was diesoWed in May of the 
Bamo year. The Exclusion Bill was resumed with fresh spbit by Lord 
Russell and his friends in the enduing Parliament, which met in October, 
1G80, 

^ Thia name is here pHtited fW)m the Bpclling of the MS,, but the ©ditox- 
B cither knows the name as it Btand^, nor for whom it is meant. 

* H(ir Bister. 

* Denry Berry, one of the three persons who had been conTioted of the 
murder of Sir Edmondbury Godfrey. The report Lady Euesell here 
mentions on this eubject was false ; for he and his two associates, Green 
and Hill, wer^ eseciited on the 2l3t of this month, denying the fact for 
which they suffered to the last. 



Digitized by 



Goo< 



52 LADY RUSSBLL TO THE COUNTESS OP OGLE. [1679. 

LADY RUSSELL TO THE COUNTESS OP OGLE.> 

April 1, 1679. 
My Lord of Essex,* on Saturday morning, sent me your 
Ladyship's letter. In it I find the change you have made in 
your condition. Yon have my prayers and wishes, dear Lady 

* From Miss Berry's Memoir. 

' The Earl of Essex was the unole, by marriage, of Lady Ogle, his wife 
b^g Elizabeth, sister of Jocelyn Percy, the last Earl of Northumberland, 
Lady Ogle's father. The early history of this great heiress seems to have 
been yery unfortunate. We see by this letter, that, on her first mar- 
riage with Lord Ogle, contracted in childhood, her mother had not been 
consulted by the rest of her family. When Lord Ogle's death, within a 
twelyemonth after, set her again free, she was again made a prey to in- 
terested motiyes. Her second marriage with Mr. Thynne, in 1681, seems 
to haye been at once oflfensiye to most of her own family, and not much 
desired by herself, as she could not have been yery aVerse to the atten- 
tions paid her by Count Eoningsmarck, when he imagined the base and 
wild possibility of gaining possession of her by the murder of Mr. Thynne. 
Evelyn, in his Diary, gives the following account of a conyersation with 
Lord Essex, on the subject of this second marriage with Mr. Thynne, 
attributing motives to her grandmother which, if known to be true, might 
have inspired some hopes of success, by lawless means, to a profligate 
libertine, such as we know C6unt Eoningsmarck to have been. 

loth Oct. 1681. — " I dined with the Earl of Essex, who after dinner, 
in his study, where we were alone, related to me how much he had been 
scandalized and injured in the report of his being priyy to the marriage 
of his lady's niece, the rich young widow of the late Lord Ogle, sole 
daughter of the Earl of Northumberland ; showing me a letter of Mr. 
Thynne's, excusing himself for not communicating his marriage to his 
lordship. He acquainted me also with the whole story of that unfortu- 
nate lady's being betrayed by her grandmother, the Countess of North- 
umberland, and Colonel Brett, for money ; and that, upon the importu- 
nity of the Duke of Monmouth, he had deliyered to the grandmother a 
particular of the jointure which Mr. Thynne pretended he could settle on 
the lady ; yet he totally discouraged the proceeding, as by no means a 
competent match for one that, both by birth and fortune, might haye 
pretended to the greatest prince in Christendom : that he had also pro- 
posed the Earl of Kingston, or the Lord Cranburn, but was by no means 
for Mr. Thynne." 



Digitized by 



Google 



1660.] 



LADY EtTSSELt TO LORD RUSSELL, 



63 



Ogle, that it may prove as fortunate to you as ever it did to 
any, and tliat you may know happineae to a good old age : 
but, Madain, I cannot tldnk you can be corapletiily so, with a 
misunderstanding between so near a relation as a mother ; and, 
therefore (in pursuance of my wiah), I muat do yon all the ser- 
vice in my power But, surely, Madam, it must be chiefly 
your own act ; and yon cannot pursue, in my opinion, so com- 
mendable a design too eagerly. Ho applications can now be 
too earnest to obtain her pardon, nor could have been to have 
prevented the misfortune of her displeasure, whose tender kind- 
ness you cannot but be convinced of; and, con&eqneatly, 
Madam, that all her advice could have no other aim and end 
but your being happy ; and reasonably concluding the freenesa 
of your choice was likely to make you so, she eould not think 
your avoiding to see so many, alike qualified to make their ad- 
dresses to you, was the way to make you so impartial in your 
judgment (as you say, in your letter, you believe you have 
been), I hope it will prove the best for you ; but I cannot 
make use of your argument to her, not thinking it of force to 
persuade her to what you desire, and latow none so probable 
as your own constant solicitations, which will, 1 hope, prevail 
with her good-nature. I am certain I do passionately desire 
it, and shall iufinitely rejoice to be a witness of it, as must all 
those that are as sincerely as I am, Yours, 



LADY RUSSELL TO LORD BtJSSELL.^ 

London, April 3, 16B0. 
To be absent from the best and most loved thing and friend 
in the world, and now, I may almost say, the only one I have 
in it, must cause some alteration in a person sensible of her 
condition ; but for any other, I praise God I can complain of 
none. I have kept close to my easy chair this very ill stormy 
day ; but been oneasy in my thoughts for the two travellers* 

* From Misa Barry's Memoir. 

r 6* 



Digitized by 



Goo( 



54 I'ADT RUSSELL TO [1680. 

Ghod grant you keep from cold, and preserve yon from all other 
ills 1 I have stayed till past eight, to get news, and now Lady 
Southampton and Mr. Darcy^ is come in, so I must shorten my 
converse with my best and only true joy. Charlton is, I be- 
lieve, out of town, and so is all the world to me, I think, for I 
have seen nobody but your father and brother Ned : all I can 
hear is, the King has forbid thrDuke of Monmouth to see Nell 
(Nell Gwynne) ; that is, I should say Nelly to see him. The 
Princess of Orange is not likely to last long, as is said. 
Lady Inchiquin' was here last night ; she meant to go to-day, 
and get a doctor to go with her. There is a report that the 
witness whom they secured about this Irish plot is got away : 
this is our neighbors' news; Lady Southampton brought it. 
I hope, by Tuesday, to do better things. Our girls are, I hope, 
as well as you can wish them. The widow* and I are going to 
a partridge and Wobum rabbits. My sister Allington is not 
very well yet, but no fear, I hope of miscarrying. Good night, 
my dearest love ; I am inviolably yours, 

K. Russell. 



LADY RUSSELL TO LORD RUSSELL.* 

London, 1680. 
Ten o'clock, Sunday night 
My thoughts being ever best pleased when I, in some kind 
or other, entertain myself with the dearest of men, you may be 

* Conyers Darcy, son of Lord Darcy and Conyers. He was married to 
Lady Southampton, the widow of Lady Russell's father ; and was created 
Earl of Holdemesse in 1682. 

' Lady Inchiquin was a Villiers, daughter of Sir Edward Villiers, and 
sister of the first Earl of Jersey, and of the Ladies Fitzharding and 
Orkney. She was the only English woman of quality who accompanied 
the Princess of Orange to Holland on her marriage. This account of the 
Princess's health was one of the many false reports of the day. 

* Probably the Mrs. Tresam, mentioned more than once in these letters 
by the name of " Aujit Tresam." 

* From Miss Berry's Memoir. 
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sure I do most willingly prepare this for Mr. Chandler. If I 
do hear to-morrow from you^ it will be a great pleasure to 
know yoa got well to Stratton, though I fear for you every 
day, knowing yon will frisk out abroad, Mr. James (llussell)j 
I hope, airs your rooms well with good fires. Your father 
sigha with the prospect of hia journey, Mrs. Herbert, the 
doctors conclude, cannot live : Scarborough* only has some 
hopes : he is now called in. Mr. Montagu was to see her, 
and says she is as her sister Denham' was. The Lord Shrews- 
bury' is like to lose both eyes. It is very true, the gentleman 
that was put into the messenger's hands, is gone ; but, as I 
have it from a privy connsellor, he was first put there, by his 
own desires^ for safety, pretending fear of his life, but is now 
sent into Ireland with the messenger^ as I gather, to be hanged 
for other crimes^ he being, as mj author has it, the greatest 
rogue alive, and witnessed to be so, by a man Lord Essex* 
brought to sec him, who he was confident must know him, and 
80 he did, saying he would not, for a world, be one hour alone 

" Sir Chnrlefl Scnrborongli, first pliydcittn to CLarlflB tlie Second, [He 
hjid A. ilne Hbrary, many of his books were poFchased by the Earl of 
Sunderland. Evdjn sojs it was the best collection of mathematical books 
ID Europe, once designed for the Kiog^a librsiry nt St* Jamea'a,] 

^ Lady D^^nham was a Mias Erooke, nuLrried to Sir John Denham the 
poet, author of '^ Cooper^ s IJiU/' Her portrait la among the beaudoB at 
WiadBOFi and her history among the heroines of the ^* MemolreB do Grftm^ 
mont" The story there mentioned of her being poisoned, is repeated in 
Aubrej^s " Lives of Eminent Persons/* but with anotlier version. Both 
reports were probably false^ as Lady Eussell Lere speaks of Lady Den- 
ham^ a sisteij Mrs. Rerhert^ dying in the same way^ and the waa not poi- 
soned, either by the jealousy of her Lusband, or by that of tjje Countess 
of Rochester, See Aubrey's ** Live^ of Eminent Poraous,*' &c» voh ii. 
p. Bia 

* Charles Talbot, afterwards Duke of Shrewsbury, sou of the Earl of 
Shrewsbury, killed in a duel by the Duke of Buckingham. 

* Arthur Capel, Earl of Essei, he who perished in the Tower by bia 
own hand, on the Tery day^ and during the time of Lord Ruaaell^s trial. 
He had been Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, and had returned froDi thence 
tbia year. 
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with him, so dangerous a man he was ; at which character Lord 
Essex was much confounded, having appeared so much before 
for him, and seemed to credit his informations. Another wit- 
ness, he named, is sent for out of Ireland, who is in gaol for 
horrid crimes ; they are both Tories, so was the fellow they 
pretend was poisoned, another villain also, for this person 
liord Essex brought knows them all : this man was kept so 
private, none ever saw him since the messenger took him, but 
themselves, nor know what is become of him, but those so hap- 
pily informed as myself^ A lady out of the city told me it is 
certain there was before the Mayor yesterday examinations of 
some apprentices concerning a new plot,^ and that five did take 
their oaths, it was to put the lords out of the Tower, and bum 
them and the Duchess of Portsmouth together : this is the 
latest design I hear off : if any other discoveries be made be- 
tween this and Tuesday night, I hope I shall not fail to be your 
informer, and after that, that you will quickly be mine again : 
I long for it truly, my dear. Lady Southampton was to see 
the Marquesse of Winchester to-day : she says her Lord will 
try how Bourbon waters agree with him before she goes : so 
my Lady is to follow : she wants to go with him, she says : I 
know who could not be so shook oflf. Now they say, none must 
come to court that sees the Duke of Monmouth. The dinner 
at the club in the city has more angered the King than any- 
thing yet. Mr. Craford has stole a young woman worth 2000/. 
out of a window. Her mother had employed him to persuade 
her against a match she was not willing to consen^; to, and 
so he did, most effectually. Miss says she means to write her- 
self, so I have no messages ; but she knows not, I think, of this 
express, for truly, I had forgot it till, as I supped, they remem- 
bered me. I am so well pleased to be alone, and scribbling, 
that I never consider the matter. Pardon, my dear love (as 

« Called, in that plotting age, the Prentice^ Plot The lords in the 
Tower were Earl Fowls, Viscount Stafford, Lord Arundel of Wardour, 
and Lord Bellasis. 
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you have a thousand other failings), all the nonsense of this, 
and accept the passionate, kind intentions of your 

B. BUSSELL. 

The painting cannot be done till Wednesday: he can get no 
men to work. Lady Die is pretty well, they send me word 
from her house. Lauderdale* is only troubled with rheuma- 
tism. It is so cold, I stirred not to-day to chapel. 



LADY RUSSELL TO LORD RUSSELL.* 

London, 1680. 
I HAVE thought the day long, because I could never be alone 
to entertain myself, as I had most mind to do. I have now 
only Lady Margaret' left, who is so kind as to stay and eat a 
"Woburn rabbit with me ; and I believe they are just coming 
up, and it is nine o'clock ; yet I must tell my joy I received 
his, and am glad to find Mr. James (Russell) is so very well 
accommodated for the weather, and so delighted with the 
country, and so much in the air, without caring for hat or 
periwig on his head. All the talk is, the Duke of Monmouth 
is to be sent for to appear at council ; great talk of his raising 
a regiment ; letters taken, and witnesses to prove. I was told 
this evening there would be some discourses to-morrow at 
council about this, and perhaps he might appear though not 
sent for. Lord Cavendish* is not to be admitted to Nell 

' The Duke of Lauderdale, the tjnrannical and worthless administrator 
of the affairs of Scotland during the greatest part of the reign of Charles 
the Second. See ** Bnmet's History of his Own Times," j^omm. 

> From Miss Berry's Memoir. . 

* Lady Margaret RnsseU. 

* William, first Duke of Devonshire, the spirited friend of Lord Rns- 
Bell. See yarious anecdotes of his early life at this period, in the letters 
of Lady Sunderland, in Miss Berry's Memoir, p. 827. Mr. Macaulay 
speaks of ** his magnificence, his taste, his talents, his high spirit, the 
grace and urbanity of his manners, admitted by his enemies. ... He 
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Gwynne's honse, nor Mr. Thynne.* Lady Ann Bamngton/ 

about ten days ago, left her husband a letter to tell him she 

was gone to a fine place, where she should be ^ery well pleased : 

his house was so dirty she could not endure it longer ; so was 

not heard of till yesterday. She came home again, her sister 

was so afflicted, that a child dying, and another near, it was, 

she professed, the less affliction. Remembering no more tattle, 

and being nine o'clock, I take my leave, hoping to see your 

dear person in a few days. I am yours, as I should be, 

B. Russell. 
For the Lord Russell. 



. LADY RUSSELL TO LORD RUSSELL.* 

London, June 12, 1680. 
Mt dearest heart, flesh and blood cannot haye a truer and 
greater sense of their own happiness than your poor but honest 
wife has. I am glad you find Stratton so sweet; may you live 
to do so one fifty years more ; and if God pleases, I shall be 
glad I may keep your company most of those years, unless you 
wish other at anytime; then I think I could willingly leave 
all in the world, knowing you would take care of our brats : 

had stood near Russell at the bar, had parted from him on the sad morn- 
ing of the execution with close embraces and many bitter tears, naj, had 
offered to manage an escape at the hazard of his own life.'' — History, 
▼ol. ii. p. 82. 

1 Thomas Thynne, of Longleat, the same person who became the second 
husband of Lady Ogle, within a twelvemonth after the date of this letter, 
and who on her account (as it was supposed) was assassinated in hit 
coach in Pall Mall, February, 1682, by Count Eoningsmarck, and three 
foreigners unders his orders. See a detailed account of the whole of this 
transaction in << Reresby's Memoirs," p. 135. 

^ Lady Ann Barrington was a daughter of Robert Rich, Earl of War- 
wick and Holland (the son of the Parliament's Admiral in the great 
rebellion). She married Sir John Barrington, of Barrington Hall, in 
Essex, Bart. 

* From Miss Berry's Memoir. 
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tiiey are both wellj and your great one's letter she hopes came 
to you, Charlton dined at Lord Leicester's^ to-day with tho 
great men, yet brings no news. The three chits go down to 
Althorpe, if they can be Bpared, There is great talk of a 
new plot, Duke Monmonthj Lord Shaftesbnry, and many 
concerned. Lord Essex named one ; in a few days we tshaU 
know what can be made out. Sister I^^orthumberland and 
Lady Mary are here, and also Charlton ; so that the chat- is 
not in a low Toice ; and they stay to call for ombre, a less 
pleasing exercise \ I hope yon think it is to your ever obedient 
and affectionate wife, 

K, KCBBIXL. 

Saturday night. 

For the Lord Russell^ at StrattoD, Hampflhire^ 
to he left at Alresferd, mth tho Po&tmaatcr then. 



LiDT RTJS8ELL TO LORD RUSSELL." 

LondoD, 1880. 
The sadness of the weather and the rem emh ranee of BTack- 
water, makes me very solicitous to read your letter of Friday ; 
I hope it will bring no worse news than I send, your girls and 
yonr wife being as well as my best love left them, I praise 
God. Little Kate^ takes her journey often to papa, but the 
other keeps her cares in her breast. My sister Ifl'orthumber- 
land and aunt Treaam dined at Charlton^s to-day. The first 
meaning was to carry Lady Mary as far towards Derbyshire, 
but the water is too high for her to pass ; so she comes back 
with them, and that may be a pretence for another dinner 

' PhiUp, Earl of Leicester, tbe eldest brother of Algernon^ Henry, and 
Rohert Sydney, and of Lady Sanderland (Sacharissa). He married a 
daughter of the Earl of SaUabnry and had. three children, nho may pro- 
hably be the " three ChUs*^ hero tnontioned aa going down to Althorpe, 
the sent of tbt^ir first cousin, the Earl of Sunderland, Sacharissa' s son, 

' From Miss Berry's Memoir. 

3 Their second daughter, aftenrardji Duchess of Eatland. 
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if he pleases. I beliere there is no other news bat the in- 
closed ; for Mr. Montagu was here this afternoon, and sat an 
hour by Lord Shaftesbnrj and I, and nothing could I learn of 
him. Several of the council went down to-day to Windsor, in 
order to to-morrow's business. Most say a parliament will 
sit ;^ some, the league is conditional it should do so. Lord 
Radnor* was sent for on Sunday to the council, but he said he 
must serve God before the King, and desired to be excused, as 
my author says. * Lord Rochester has converted his wife ;' she 
received the sacrament on Whitsunday, and is a mighty peni- 
tent at present ; himself I mean. I wish your business so soon 
dispatched, that I will not take more of your time than is just 
necessary to tell you, you have a loving creature of your 

B. Russell. 



LADY RUSSELL TO LORD RUSSELL.* 

London, 1680. Saturday night 
These are the pleasing moments, in absence my dearest 
blessing, either to read something from you or be writing some- 
thing to you ; yet I never do it but I am touched with a sensible 
regret, that I cannot pour out in words what my heart is so 
big with, which is much more just to your dear self (in a pas- 
sionate return of love and gratitude) than I can tell you ; but 
it is not my talent ; and so I hope not a necessary signification 
of the truth of it ; at least not thought so by you. I hear you 
had the opportunity of making your court handsomely at Bag- 

1 It did not meet till the 21 st October of this year. The Whigs had 
BO great a majority in the Commons, that the Exclusion Bill went through 
all its stages there without difficulty. — Macaulayf yol. i. p. 258. 

« Bobartes, Earl of Radnor. He had been made President of the 
Council on the dismissal of the Earl of Shaftesbury in October, 1679. 

* John Wilmot, Earl of Rochester, was married to Elizabeth Mallet, 
daughter of J. Mallet, Esq. of Enmore, in the county of Somerset 

* From Bliss Berry's Memoir. 
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shot/ if you had had the grace to have taken the good forhiDe 
offered. The Lord Pembroke is glad to keep out of sight at 
present,*" though I was told the Lord Dunbarton says, he did 
no more than a man of honor ought to have done. As I was 
writiixg as much as I knew of the story ^ my sister sends me the 
print. ^ I present it to Mr. James.* It was Lord Colchester^ 
helped to get him off, as thcj say, Bodloe' is believed to be 
dead at Bristol of a fever. I am told that Jenks -^ you muBt 
guess who I meau, I know not how to spell it ; it is Bueking- 
ham's creature ; that he had yesterday a letter from Bristol , 
ID forming him that in his sickness, Bedloe sent for Sir John 
Knight, a parliament man,^ and told him he was likely to die ; 
if he should^ he did there declare^ all the evidence he had given 
was true j he had more to say to liim, but was faint then j so 
Sir John Knight left him, and about four hours after came 
again ^ and told him there was a privy councillor in town ; it 
might do very well, he would say to him what he had more to 
say, Bedloe consented, and North was brought^ though un- 
willing to come at first j so Sir John Knight withdrew, and 



1 TM5 mvtat have beea to tiie Duke of York then pesident there, for 
she afterwards mentions the King aa being at Windsor. 

* Pliilipf aeTentli Etirl of Pembrokis, had been committed to the Tower 
tlie year bi^furc^ for tjomu inBult o^ered to the ceremonies of the Roman 
Catholic Church. He had like wise been tried in If! 7 8^ for the rmirder of 
Natham«l Coney, but was brought in guilty only of mnriHlaughter* See 
" Stnte Trials." The Editor knows not if the etorj to which Lndy Rua- 
eell uUudes is connected with eitber of those eircumstatices, 

* She moans a newspaper, or A printed ac{:DUiit of thia a J venture, 
TfbateTeT it might be. 

* Mr. James Ruasell, Lord Russell's brother. 

* ThomaB Lord Colchester^ eldest son of Thomas Savage, Earl of 
EJvera, who died in his father* a iifedme. 

^ Bedloe was the colleague of the infamous Titus Oatea, in the aocusa- 
tlon of the Popish plot* 

^ Probably Sir Leolino Jenkins^ who in the beginning of this year had 
been made Secretary of State in the place of Mjt- Henry CoTentry. 

^ He was member for Bristol. 
6 
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North' and his clerk being only present, took his words, and 
then sealed np the paper. This is the story as I have it, and 
those who told it are confident there is tmth in it. Yonr 
father writes me word, he had above twenty knights and gentle* 
men dined with him, and yonr health was heartily dmnk. The 
Bang is very well at Windsor, as the inclosed will certify yon," 
if you can bestow time to read it. I care not to write a story 
out of it, so I send it. They say I shall be too late ; yet I 
took to this exercise as soon as I could get from eating boiled 
oysters with Mr. Darcy ; but I leave writing to Wobum also, 
so cannot lengthen this short epistle, from yours entirely, 

B. KUBSELL. 

Lady Ogle is well of the measles. Bethell' has dined at 
Copt-Hall, and professed he did not find courtiers such bug- 
bears as some would have them ; so that possibly it is hoped 
in time he may understand himself. 



LADY RUSSELL TO LORD RUSSELL.* 

London, August 24, 1680. 
Absent or present, my dearest life is equally obliging, and 
ever the earthly delight of my soul, it is my great care (or 
ought to be so) so to moderate my sense of happiness here, 

1 Sir Francis North, then Chief-Justice of the Common Pleas, after- 
wards Lord Keeper. 

' A newspaper or letter, which is not to be found. 

* Slingsby Bethell, who with Alderman Cornish were Sheriflfs of Lon- 
don this year. See Lady Sunderland's letters. No. 6. Copt-Hall was then 
inhabited by Charles Sackyille, Earl of Dorset ; now the property of 
Henry Conyers, Esq. Some account of the proceedings of these << moot- 
ing Sheriffs,'' as L'Estrange calls them, on the execution of Viscount 
Stafford, will be found in the « Enquiry into Echard's Statement of the 
part Lord Russell took on that occasion." — 8vo. Lend. 1862. Privately 
printed. 

^ From Miss Berry's Memoir. 
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tliat when the appointed time cornea of my leaving it, or its 
leaving me, I ma j not be unwilling to forsake the one, or be 
in sbme measure prepared and fit to bear the trial of the other, 
Thia TCiry hot weather does incommode me, but otherwise I 
am very wellj and both your girls. Your letter was cherished 
as it deserved, and so, I make no doubt, was hers, which she 
took very ill I should suspect she was directed in, as truly I 
thought she was, the fancy was bo pretty. I have a letter about 
the buck I aa usual, from St. Gileses j* but when you come up, I 
suppose it will be time enough to give order ; the 1st of Sep- 
tember is the day they desire it. Coming so lately from St. 
Gileses I am not solicitous for news for you, especially Sir 
Harry CapeP being to see your Lordship to-morrow ; and the 
^eatest discourse we have is (next to Bedloe's affidavit), 
Tongue's accusing Lord EsseXj Lord Shaftesbury, and Lord 
'Wharton, for the eon tri vera of the plot, and setting his fatlier 
and Oatcs to act their part« ; this was told me by a black- coat 
who made me a visit yesterday, but I hear it by nobody else. 
My sister and Lady Inehiquin are comings so that 1 must leave 
a better diversion for a worse, hut my thoughts often return 
where all my delight is, I ara yours entirely, 

H. BuSEELXi. 

They say Lord Fcmbrokc is at Pans. Sir John Curiton^ ia 
dead: Master Chai'lton knows him. Yon may tell him his 
lady is well, sitting by me. His son is come this morning 
from Tunbridge. He says the waters agree to a miracle with 
Mr, Montagu : he comes back on Saturday. Chief Justice 
Korth sent up Eedloe's affidavit to the Conncil'^ but Lord 
Bath says it was no more but to confirm what he had evidenced 

' The seat of Earl of Shaftesbury, in Dorsetshire, 

* Brother to Arthur, Earl of Essex. Ho was made a Knight of tlio 
Ba,th at tha ctironaiion of Charles IL, and was afterwards ereated a Baron 
"by the title of Lord Cape of Teivke.sbiiry* 

» Most probably Sir John Corytou, BarL, of Newton, co, Cornwall, 
who died ahaut this time. 
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in his life, though others will not believe it. My sister and 
Lady Inchiqnin are just come from Bartholomew Fair/ and 
stored us all with fairings. 



LADY RUSSELL TO LORD RUSSELL." 

London, September 17, 1680. 
Those moments of true pleasure, I proposed at the opening 
of your letter, were hugely disappointed ; first, when I found 
less than one would dispatch in the reading of it ; and secondly, 
yet more, that I could not prolong my delight as usual, by re- 
flections on those expressions I receive as the joy of my un- 
worthy life, which can never be very miserable in any accident 
of it, whilst my affectionate heart can think you mine, as I do 
now. But your headache over night, and a dinner at Bedford 
next day, gives me more than ordinary longings for a new re- 
port of your health in this crazy time. The maid, in our house, 
died last night. Poor Lord Shaftesbury continues ill. As I 
was at dinner yesterday, the doctor coming to the maid, was 
sent for to him, so I did not see him, to inquire what he thought 
of him ; though I fancy it was the first time he had been sent 
for, and so he knew nothing of his condition. I doubt he had 
a double fit yesterday, as I can understand by messages. He 
has taken the Jesuits' powder five times since yesterday morn- 
ing. Lord Halifax' came to town on Thursday, and next 
morning his coach stood at Sir Thomas Chichley's.* The 
town says he is to hear all sides, and then choose wisely. He 
kissed the Duchess's (Portsmouth) hand last night ; and she is 

1 Bartholomew Fair was, in these days, we see, yisited by the first 
company in London. 

* From Miss Berry's Memoir. 

* George Sayile, Earl, and afterwards Marquis of Halifax. He had 
married Lord Sunderland's sister, the daughter of Sacharissa. See her 
letters addressed to him, in Miss Berry's Memoir, p. 328. 

* Sir Thomas Ghichley was married to Lord Halifax's mother. He 
was member for the town of Cambridge. 
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gone tbis morning to tell tlie news at Kewmarket.* My brother 
James walked over to-day to show me how fair he looks, now 
he has a swelled facej but talks of Wobiim on Monday, hating 
the place he has been sick in. Lady J^ewport, nay sister Al- 
lington tells me, ia ill : was taken with a coldness in her head^ 
and drowsiness; but was better to-day, and talks cheerfully. 
Lord Lauderdale, it is plain, his humble serrants say, Is not 
oat of favor, but being weary of business, transfers it to a son- 
in-law. My sister Allington desires yon to bring her some larka 
from Dunstable.* I forgot to send her of mine ; so have not 
confessed I had any, unless she hears otherwise of them. Sir 
John Barnardiston^ at Hackney^ that was cut for the stone, is 
dead. Dispose, I beseech you, of my duty and service, and 
all other ways, as you please, in all particulars, of your ever 
faithful I obedient, passionately affectionate wife, 

Sidney* is come : he says the Duke of Hanover* is coming 

* To the King, who was there. 

* Dunstable Btill m«int:iins its reputation for thes^ birds. 

3 Father to Sir Samoel Bnniardlston, who wiiB tried, in 1094, for stdi* 
tinn, and fined ten thousand pounds, for writing font private letter^^ in 
^hicli the ciecutJwQ of Lord Russell and Algomon Sidney -was com merited 
on, &nd. blamftd. 

* Henry Sidney, afterwards Earl of Romney- A younger brother of 
Algernon Sidney. He wbs now returned from Holland^ where he had 
been ininister. What the provocation here alluded to is ia not clear» Al- 
gernon Sidney had received the King's pardon, and permission to return 
to Ecgland in 1G77. lie had since twice lost his electjoTi for a seat in tho 
House of Commons, by the opposition of the Court, and had attacJied 
himself to that xmrty, who, unfoi tunalely for themselTes^ had allowed the 
Buke of Monmouth to rank biasolf among thetn. The " discourse*' of 
Henry Sidney seems to allude to what his brother Algernon *'eo pro- 
"ToVcd," not himself, " might be induced to do.^* Or whether the prOTO- 
eo-tion was Henry Sidney's at the opposition of the Court to bis brother's 
©lection^ and the evil eye vilth which he was conBidered, or ni Algernon's 
Btill associating with a suspected party, seems doubtful, 8ee Lady Sun- 
dcrland'a letters in Miss Berry 'a Memoir. 

^ Afterwards George the First, He came to England in December of 
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over to take Qor Ladj Anne away. I hear he nins high in his 
discourse, what a brother, so provoked, may be induced to do. 
The Duchess (of York) is to have three new maids, Miss Watts, 
Miss Falbrey, and one Miss Len, a niece of Lady Pulteney's ; 
and the Duke must give 200/. a year a piece. 

Mrs. Cellier* stood this day in the pillory, but her head was 
not put in the hole, but defended one side of her head, as a 
kind of battledore did the other, which she held in her hand. 
All the stones that were thrown within reach, she took up and 
put in her pocket. 

My sister Northumberland's intelligence is, that Madame de 
Soissons^ has won millions at play of the Jews at Amsterdam. 

this year, with an intention, as it seems, of marrying the ** Lady," after- 
wards Queen "Anne." 

* Mrs. Cellier, a midwife, of the Roman Catholic religion. A woman 
of some cleverness, but of very bad character. She had been charged, in 
the preceding year, with being concerned in the Popish Plot, but was 
acquitted ; and her accuser, Dangerfield, committed to prison. She had 
been now convicted of the publication of a libel, called ** Malice De- 
feated ;"* and was sentenced to stand three times in the pillory, and 
fined a thousand pounds. 

* Olympia Mancini, Comtesse de Soissons, sister to Madame de Ma- 
zarin, and mother to Prince Eugene. She had fled from France the 
January of this year, being implicated in the affair of La Voison's poi- 
sonings. She was decrStSe de prise du corpsy by the tribunals of Paris, 
and never returned to France, living afterwards at Bruxelles. Madame 
de Sevigne gives the following account of her sudden disappearance from 
a supper at her own house at Paris, together with another woman of 
fashion, accused of the same crime : — 

" Pour Madame la Comtesse de Soissons elle n*a pu envisager la prison j 
on a bien voulu lui donner le tems de s'enfuir; si elle est coupable. Elle 
jouoit ^ la bassette Mercredi: M. de Bouillon entra ; il la pria de passer 
dans son cabinet, et lui dit qu'il falloit sortir de France, ou aller ik la 
Bastille, elle ne balan9a point; elle fit sortir du jeu la Marquise d'AUuie; 



* London, 1680. Folio. At the end of this account published by 
herself she says : <* I do not yet so much fear the smell of Newgate, as 
to be frightened for telling the truth ; nor is death so great a terror to 
me, but that X am still ready to seal the S9.me with my blood." 
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She says also, that Lady Halifax* haa lost no befinty in the 
coantrj"^ and takes partiealar care yoa may know it. Mrs. 
Lawson is coming up again ; bo that there is great strife iikely 
to be between her and your cousin Howard of Escrick. 

They say this young Hanover is one of the handsomest and 
best bred men of the age : spends now in the academy twenty 
thoasaud pounds a year. 

Do not forget the larks* 



LADY KT7BSELL TO LORD RUSSELL.' 

From StrattoiL to London (during the gitting of Parllanient)^ 1G80. 

Thuradfty nigbt. 

Sending your Tictuals by the bigler, I take the same oppor- 
tunity to let my dearest know I hare his by the coach, and do 
humbly and heartily praise my Grod for the refreshing news of 
bis being well ; yet you do not in words tell me if you are very 
well ; and your going to the House tells no more than that 
yoa are not rery i]h If your nose bleeds m it did, pray let 
me beg of yon to give yourself time to bleed in the arm. My 
heart, be assured, mine is not easy, till I am where you are ; 

elles ne parurent pins* L^lienrc dn sonper vint ; on dit qne \a> Comteflse 
fioispoU en Tille; tout le moudc e'en alia, persuade de qnelqn© chose d*ei- 
traordinaire. Cependant on fit beaucoup dc paqncts, on prit de FaTgeat, 
d^B piejT<M*ie3 ; on fit procdro des jtiBtancorps gria nux laquais, am 
oochers, on fit mettre knit cbeTeani an caroaso. Elle fit pJacer anpres 
d^ellc danfl le fond la Marquieo d' All me qn'on dit qui noTonloitpas aller, 
et deux fcmmea de ckombre sur le de^ant> EUe dit ^ sea gens qu'ils no 
Be misaent point en peine d'ello, qti'ello, ^toit innocento ; mjiia quo cos 
coquines de femmes avoient pris plaisir 4 la nommer: elle pleura: ello 
pasaa chcz Madame de Carignan, et sort it de Pari a tl trois lie urea dn 
matin." — " Lettres de Madame de ScTign^," vol. v. p- 63- GrouTolle'a 
editioQ, 

* Lord Halifas^a a^^eond wife ; the Iftdy here mention^ , Traa Gertrude, 
daughter of William Picrrepont, second son of the Karl of Kiogaton* 

* PfOTO M\s5 iJeiTy^B Memoir. 
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therefore, send us a coach as soon as yon can : it shall find ns 
ready whenever it comes, if God bless ns to be well. I wrote 
more fully to this 4)nrpose in the morning, only I am willing 
to hint it again, in case of its miscarriage. I hare sent np one 
maid this day, and on Monday all follow. It seems to me the 
ladies at Petworth* are as particular to the Marqnis as they 
were to the Duke before : but the wondrous things he tells, I 
may aim at, but shall never guess, nor care to do it ; or any- 
thing else, but to move towards London, and meet my better 
life, as I wish to see him, well and mine, as I am his, and so 
to be to an old age ; but above all, praying for hearts and 
minds fitly disposed to submit to the wise and merciful dispen- 
sations of the Great God. I mean to keep your friend Chester- 
field's* letter ; and hope you will make good his character in 

* " The ladies at Petworth" were probably the Countess of Northum- 
berland (Lady Russell's sister), her daughter, Lady Ogle, and her mother- 
in-law, the elder Countess Dowager of Northumberland, sister to the Earl 
of Suffolk. 

* Philip Stanhope, Earl of Chesterfield, whose son afterwards married 
a daughter of Lord Halifax's by his second wife, who was mother to the 
fourth Earl, author of the "Letters to his Son." 

The letter here mentioned is not to be found, but the following letter 
from the same correspondent to Lord Russell, of a much earlier date, 
appears to the Editor worth preserving. 

" June the 7th, Bretby, 1678. 
<< Since nothing can giye me greater satisfaction than the testimonies 
of your kindness, I think I need not tell you, how much you obliged me 
by the favor of your last letter, which as at first it gave me great con- 
cern for your indisposition, so the latter part dissipated that trouble, by 
the assurance of your perfect recovery, and brought me the relation of 
your engagement with the Dutch, which I hear since was much to the 
advantage of his Majesty's navy, I cannot say of England, since many 
judicious persons, who love both their King and country, do apprehend 
the ruin of our enemies, likely to prove fatal to ourselves ; but I hope 
this is a vulgar error : however, I am sure it is no ill prayer to desire 
God to grant us what is necessary for us, since He knows better than we 
that ask. Possibly this ejaculation may surprise you ; but, dear friend, 
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ftU aceidents of yonr life. From the sharpest triala good Lord 
preserre as, if it may be. I guess my lord will be soon in 
town ; pray present my duty to him. Our girls are very well : 
we were altogether at the farm-house this day. They are plas- 
tering the granary. Pray keep good hours, and take care of 
> hackney coaches. Believe me your obedient wife, 

K. KUSSELL. 



LADY RUSSELL TO LORD RUSSELL.» 

London, Febrnary, 1680. Tuesday night 
Since you resolve not to be here till Thursday, this may come 
time enough to tell you we are all well ; and I will say little 
more, guessing this as likely to miss of coming to your hands, 
as to be read .by you, since I hope you lie at Dunstable to- 
morrow. I shall defer answering any particular of your last 
till we meet, and then shall fail, I doubt, of my part in some ; 
but it will be by my incapacity, who can never be what I should 
or would to my best and dearest life : but I ever will submit. 
I saw Lord Bedford to-day at Southampton House. Lord 
Essex has lost his youngest son. The match is concluded with 
our Madame' in France, and the King of Spain, as Lady New- 
port says. I am in a little haste, and am content to be so, be- 
cause I think what I have said is to no purpose : but I defy 
Lord Russell to wish for Thursday with more joy and passion ; 

if the country,* a wet summer, and the being forty years old, does not 
mortify a man, he must be of a much stronger constitution than is. Sir, 
*< Tour most faithful, and ever humble Servant, 

** Chbstbrfield. 
*< Pray let my obedient service be presented to the Lady Yaughan.^' 
> A word in the MS. not to be deciphered. 
" From Miss Berry's Memoir. 

' " Our Madame,'^ must mean the infant daughter of Henrietta, Duchess 
of Orleans ; then about seven or eight years old. 



* See the reasons assigned for his retreat into the country, in the 
" M^moires de Grammont." 
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and wOl make him own he has a thousand times less reason to 
do so than has his 

K. RUSSSLL. 

For the Lord Russell, at Wobum Abbey, 
Bedfordshire ; to be left with the Post- 
master at Brick Hill. 



LADY RUSSELL TO LORD RUSSELL.' 

London, September 6, 1680. 
Mt girls and I being just risen from dinner, Miss Rachel 
followed me into my chamber, and seeing me take the pen and 
ink, asked me what I was going to do. I told her I was going 
to write to her papa. '* So will I," said she ; "and while you 
write, I will think what I have to say ;" and truly, before I 
could write one word, she came and told me she had done ; so 
I set down her words ; and she is hard at the business, as I 
am not, one would conclude, by the pertinence of this begin« 
ning ; but my dear man has taken me for better and worse in 
all conditions, and knows my soul to him ; so expressions are 
but a pleasure to myself, not him who believes better things 
of me than my ill rhetoric will induce him to by my words. 
To this minute I am not one jot wiser as to intelligence (what- 
ever other improvements my study has made me), but I hope 
the afternoon's conversation will better me that way. Lady 
Shaftesbury sends me word, if her lord continues as well as he 
was this morning, I shall see her ; and my sister was visiting 
yesterday. I will suck the honey from them all if they will be 
communicative. I have not seen Allington. Mr. James had 
a gentle fit, no cold, and is pretty well to-day ; if it holds, he 
sends me word. Pray talk of his nurse, that she that is, may 
not be thought the occasion of my not liking her. I have 
1 staid till Mr. Cheeke* is come in, and he helps me to nothing 

I 

* From Miss Berry's Memoir. 

* A son of Sir Thomas Gheeke. He was married to a daughter of 
Philip Sidney, Earl of Leicester. 



Digitized by 



Google 



leSl.] LOKD BUSfiELL. 7I 

but a few half-crowns, I expect, at back-gammon ; nnless be 
may read my letter, he vows he wonld tell me none, if he knew 
any; and doubting it is not worth his perusal, I hasten to shut 
it up. Lord Shaftesbury was alone, so his lady came not I 
hear my sister and Lady Harvey went thither this afternoon ; 
but she has not called here to-night. Your birds came safe 
to feast us to-morrow. I am yours, my dear love, 

K. EUSSELL. 
For the Lord Bossell, at Wobum Abbey, 
Bedfordshire ; to be left at Brick Hill. 



LADY BUSSELL TO LOBD BUSSELL.^ 

London, about February, 1681. 
From the opinion I have, that Lord Russell is a very sincere 
person, I am very well pleased with all the parts of his letter, 
that he came in good time to his inn, and had really such kind 
reflections as he tells me of. I hope we shall enjoy those dozen 
years he speaks of, and cannot forbear wishing to double them: 
as one pleasure passes, I doubt not, but we shall find new ones : 
our nursery will help to furnish us ; it is in good order, I thank 
God. . Tour father came this morning, and gave me the report 
of Devonshire elections. Sir William Courtney and Kolle car- 
ried it without polling 2 my brother Robert* says they joined, 
but sister AUington says Partridge has lost it by three or four 
hundred voices. Cotton and the other carried it ; Russell lost 
it.' In Middlesex, Ranton and Roberts* have it. Lord Suffolk 
had a letter sent him, to let him know he need not wait : they 

1 From Miss Berry's Memoir. 

' The Hon. Bobert Bussell, one of the brothers of Lord BusselL 

' For the county of Cambridge. The sitting members in this Parlia- 
ment were Sir Bobert Cotton and Sir LoTinz Bennet. Those of the 
preceding Parliament had been Ferdinand Bussell and Edward Patrick, 
Esquires. 

^ Nicolas Banton and Sir William Boberts. 
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sent It at eleyen o'clock at night. Lord Manchester's' was sent 
into the conntrj to him. Lord Aylesbury acts as Lord Lien- 
tenant in Huntingdonshire, for the Lord Sandwich ;' so doef 
my Lord Chamberlain,* for the Duke of Grafton, in Suffolk. 

^ The Earl of Manchester had been Lord Chamberlain to the King, 
and seems to have been sent to Lord Suffolk, to explain or modify th« 
letter he had received to dispense with his coming into waiting as Lord 
of the Bedchamber to the King. 

' Lord Sandwich was a minor; the son of Edward, Earl of Sandwich, 
who was blown up with his ship in the engagement with the Dutch fleet, 
28th May, 1672. See "Eyelyn's Diary," for his account of that trans- 
action, and for Lord Sandwich's character, yoI. i. p. 480. 

* The Earl of Arlington. The Duke of Grafton was his son-in-law ; 
his only child, the Ladj Isabella Bennet, having been married, at five 
years old, to the Duke of Grafton (son of the King and of the Duchess 
of Cleveland) at eight years old. See " Evelyn's Diary," vol. L p. 482, 
who was present at this first marriage, and likewise at a second marriage, 
which took place between them in the year 1679, which he thus describes: 
— «6th November, 1679. Dined at the Countess of Sunderland's; and 
was this evening at the re-marriage of the Duchess of Grafton to the 
Duke (his Majesty's natural son), she being now twelve years old. The 
ceremony was performed in my Lord Chamberiain's (her father's) lodg- 
ings at Whitehall, by the Bishop of Rochester, his Migesty present. A 
sudden and unexpected thing, when every body believed the first mar- 
riage would have come to nothing ; but the measure being determined, I 
Vas privately invited by my lady her mother to be present I confess I 
oovdd give her little joy, and so I plainly told her ; but ^e sidd the King 
would have it to, and there was no going back. This sweetest, hope- 
fullest, most beautiful child, was sacrificed to a boy that had been rudely 
bred, without anything to encourage them but his Majesty's pleasure. 
I pray God the sweet child find it to her advantage; who, if my augury 
deceive me no|, will in a few years be such a paragon, as were fit to make 
the wife of the greatest prince in Europe. I staid supper, where his 
Msgesty sate between the Duchess of Cleveland (the mother of the Duke 
of Grafton) and the sweet duchess the bride : there were several great 
persons and ladies present, without pomp. My love to my Lord Arling- 
ton's family and the sweet child made me behold all this with regret; 
though as the Duke of Grafton affectv the sea, to which I find his father 
intends to use him, he may emerge a plain, useful, and robust c^&cer; 
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And, at last, Lord Allingion owns he is for Cambridgeshire, 
which, with the King's orders to stay at the Tower, when the 
Parliament sits at Oxford, put him in very good humor on 
Thursday last. I have not seen Charlton since yon went. Your 
€wn story of thieves, and so many as we hear of every day, 
makes me very desirous of your heing at poor Southampton 
House again, in the arms of your 

B. Russell. 
For the Lord Rassell. 



LADY EUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLTAM.i 

March 6, 1679— SO. 

Though I am very eamest to hear, good doctor, how my 
brother' is after his journey, and melancholy welcome home^ 
yet I had not troubled you so very soon, if some diecourBe 

ftnd, were he polished, a tolerable person, for he la exceeding handsomer 
by far surpnasing any of the King's other natural iBeue." 

Ib & fragment of a letter from Lord Kas&cll to his wife, he n&j& : 
*' Lord Sunderland, T am told, e:sclaima openly of my Lord Arlington, 
■nd saya, h« had bis'promise for his daughter's marrying of bis eon/' It 
would aeem there were other pretendera to thia infant heiress, by the 
following mention made of her in Carte' a ** flxtraets from the Life of 
James II.," published in Macpherson's *^ State Papers :*' — 

July 13, 1672. ** Buckingham propoaed to the King, if he would 
break off the marriage with Lord Harry (created Duke of Grafton in 
1677) &nd ArlingtoD^s daughter, to get Lady Percy (Ladj Elizabetli 
Percy) for Lord Harry, The King ansirered that it was too late, the 
other being concluded, Buckingham, at the same time^ offered to the 
Gounteaa of Northumberland (Lady Rnsseirs siater) to get the King to 
oonaeDt, that he should command the Duke of York to marry her," — 8ee 
MaepheraoUf toL i. p. 67> 

' A divine^ for whom Lady Ruaaell had a great esteem 4ind friendship ; 

be had been chaplain to her father, as he was afterwards to the Duke of 

York J rector of Cottenham, in Cambridgeshire, and canon of Windsor, 

which preferments he loat after the He volution, upon refusal of the oaths. 

Lord Noel I 

1 




Digitized by 




Goo 



ica 



I 



74 LADY BXFSSELL TO [168L 

with Lord Shaftesbnrj* had not oecasicmed it, who eominf 
here, was mnch concerned to find they could have no meeting 
with my brother, to adjust things as they desired ; but since he 
did not apply himself to do it, they hope he is satisfied how 
tiiey must proceed, in ord^ to their trust ; and telling me it 
was necessary they should speak with the person who managed 
the estate, and understood it best, I thought it fit to let my 
brother know it, and so if he please the same person (who I 
suppose to be Holloway) may bring up the papers ; and being 
by so safe a messenger, my brother may consider whether he 
will not send the original ones ; for their counsel says, they 
must be here, before they can do anything effectually. But my 
brother will, however, think fit to keep attested copies, and 
hasten those he sends up as soon as possible. This is what 
their counsel advises upon them as necessary, and absolutely 

MO. 

My Lord presents his service to my brother; I do so too ; 
and heartily pray to God to comfort him in his sorrows, and 
direct him in all his actions. 

I am, good Doctor, 

Your humble servant, 

• K. Russell. 

My kindest service to all the dear young ones. 



LADY RUSSELL TO LORD RUSSELL.* 

London, March, 1681. 

I HOPE my dearest did not interpret amiss any action of 

mine, from seven o'clock Thursday night, to nine on Friday 

morning ; I am certain I had sufficient punishment for the iU 

conduct I used, of the short time then left us to spend together, 

' Anthony Ashley Cooper, Earl of Shaftesbury, who married Margaret, 
daughter of William Lord Spencer, and Penelope Wriothesley. 
* From Miss Berry's Memoir. 
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without ao terrible an addition : besides, T was realty sorry I 
eould not scribble as yon told me you designed I should, not 
only that I might please myeelf with remembering I had done 
you some little service at parting, but possibly I might have 
prevailed for the laying by a smart word or bo^ which will now 
pass current, unlesa you will oblige a wife after eleven years, by 
making such a saerifice to her now and then^ upon occasions 
offered, I hope, as I write this, you are safe near Oxford,* 
though it is not noon ; but being to meet Lady Inchiquin at 
dinner at Montagu IIouBe, I thought this the best time to dis- 
patch this affair with pleasure. If anything offers itself j fit to 
be inserted, I shall gladly do it; but I doubt it. Charlton 
going to-day to his lady^s at Bamet, he promised me, if he 
knew anything before he set out, he would impart it. Lord 
Cavendish keeps a soldier at his back still.* YendSme," another 
nephew, is come over j so they say he shall take Lord Caven- 
dishes concern ; but fighting must be in the end : what Lord 
Mordaunt has done can never be put up ; nor he will not sub- 
mit. We conclude nothing but the great Earl of Aylesbniy 
can assist this matter : he must come up of necessity. 

The report of our nursery, I humbly praise Go^, is very 
good. Master* improves really, I think, every day. Sure he 
is a goodly child j the more I see of others, the better he ap- 
pears; I hope God will give him life and virtue. Misses and 
their mamma walked yesterday after dinner to see their cousin 

1 The PaTliament met this year at Oxford, on March the Slst; but, 
fWiiD its uncomplying temper with thii iviahtB of tb© Coni't, Tras audtienly 
diaaoWecI by the King on Lbc !29th af the same montb. 

^ TbiB must probably bavo been to preveut an intended duel txom BQtskQ 
dispute at plaj. 

* Tbe Ycndome bere mentionedi was the ffrand i*rietrr Vendfime, greats 
nepbow to Curdinal Masiarin, and son of Laura Maocitii ; be was conae- 
quciitly cousin t<j the Duchess of York, and to the Duchess of Maaarin. 
Tbe nephew mcutioued aa alreaiiy here, was tbe Due d& Nevers, hi^ther 
td tbe Duchess of Mazarm. 

* Her son, Wriothealey, second Duke of Bedford, boim let Noventher, 
1G80. 
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AUin^n. Miss Kate wished she might see him :^ so I grati- 
fied her little person. Unless I see canse to add a note, this 
is all at this time from yours only entirely, 

E. RUSSKLL. 

Look to your pockets : a printed paper says you will haye 
fine papers put into them, and then witnesses to swear.* 



LADY RUSSELL TO LORD RUSSELL.* 

London, March, 1681. 
I CANNOT express to my dearest, how pleasant to me the 
sight of his hand is ; yet I readily excuse the seeing of it, when 
he cannot perform it at a seasonable hour, or that he is pressed 
with more weighty affairs, so that I may be assured he will let 
me know if he be not well. We are entertained with divers re- 
ports ; yesterday's were, that my Lord Salisbury had broken 
his neck, and my Lord Shaftesbury was impeached, which puts 
his poor lady into uneasinesses, though we all conclude there 
is no reason to credit the report. I find by a letter of Por- 
dage's,* that you expect to hear of us every day : if there were 
anything amiss, you should not fail ; but while all is well, I 
thought we did enough. Truly it was my fault the intelligence 
*of lies* are not sent ; I believed you might buy them at Oxford. 
Your care to inform us of the King's speech was more than 
needed ; we are better supplied than you imagine, having read 
that in print before you did, I believe. The Lord Mayor® re- 

' A new-bom son of Lady AUington. 

* The caution here giTon, conveys a curious idea of the suspicion and 
insecurity •f the times. 

* From Miss Berry's Memoir. 

^ Pordage was the house-steward. 

* She means, probably, the newspapers of the day. 

* The Lord Mayor, this year, was Sir Gilbert Gerard ; the same wh© 
had headed a petition to the King, for calling a Parliament 
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eoTsra. The Ducbei^s of BneMngham* is Itkely to be blind, & 
favor of her Lord's, which she Las been ever Tery thankful for ; 
but lately, some friend, in kindness, endeavoring to inform her 
judgment and reform her behavior, reasoned it with her, and 
represented her obligation to such a husband, npon which the 
little wise woman showed some resentment to her lord j but he 
soon made her confess who this friend waa^ and a grievous 
bustle there has been, hut the poor creature is almost eaten np 
with her case. Our finer ladies are not all alike satisfied ; Lady 
Arundel' goes not to Oxford, as she designed, but to Iforth- 
am^Hon shire j and if slie did not. Lady Betty Felton threatens 
to mortify her above all sufferance : for ehc vows she will not 
eaffer Lord Shrewsbury^ to adore there any longer ; and for 
my Lord Tlmnct/ she says, the world Bliall see how much 
more powerful her charms are than those of a great monarch. 
She is resolved to make that conquest^ and then he shall be- 
have himself, in Court or Farliamentj as she appoints. These 
things we hear ; they serve to pass our time, whether true or 
false. I hope you present my duty to my Lord, and gave him 
my reasons m I desired you, why I trouble him not with my 
letters. The children are all well. We hear the Lord Halifax 
is at Oxford; if that be false, let us know. My uncle Ruviguy 
has been indisposed with his phthisic : he has not supped here 

* Mary, only child and Lei re 55 of Tbomas Lord Fnirfai, tbe Parlia- 
mont-General, married to George VUliere, the second and liist Duk© of 
Buckiii}j;liiitn of tbs.t family, 

* Prcbnbly Lady Arundel of Trerice* She was tlie danghier of Sir 
Henry Slingbby, of the county of York, and the widow of Sir Richard 
Mftuleverer. After the death of Lord Arundel she married Thomas Her- 
bert, eighth Earl of Pembroke. 

* CbaHes Talbot, Earl and after wnrds Duke of Shrewsbury, in 1G91, 

* Nicholas Tufton, Earl of Thanett who married Elizahethj tbird 
dn^ghter of the Earl of Burlington, " Here ig much striTingf for Lord 
Thiinet, My Lord of Bedford would give 12,0001 I belies b tbat ia 
true ; but I do not, what I am told of my Lord of Winchester's ordera 
left here to offer him 2 0,000/- "^Letter {4) Countess Dowager of Sunder- 
land to the Earl of Halifax. Mis8 Berry's M«^oir, p. $21. 

7* 



Digitized by 



Google 



7S I'ABY BUS8ELL TO [16S1. 

yet ; what he will to-night, I know not. I think this is so^ 
ficient for one time, from your obediently faithful wife, 

B. KussUiL. 

Pordage's wife continues very ill. We have a report that 
the King's lip was bit with a weasel at Combury. My uncle, 
Mr. Charlton, Mr. James, your two sisters, are all your ser- 
vants ; but not one word the more in this letter for them. — ^My 
duty to papa.* 



LADY RUSSELL TO LORD RUSSELL.* 

Stratton, 1681. Thursday morning. 
A MESSENGER, bringing things from Alresford this morning, 
gives me the opportunity of sending this by the post. If he 
will leave it at Frimley, it will let you know we are all well ; 
if he does not, it may let such know it as do not care, but 
satisfy no one's curiosity in any other point ; for, having said 
thus much, I am ready to conclude, with this one secret, first, 
that as thy precious self is the most endearing husband, I be- 
lieve, in the world, so I am the most grateful wife, and my 
heart most gladly passionate in its returns. Now you have all, 
for this time, from your 

R. KUSSELL. 

Boy is asleep, girls singing a-bed. Lord Marquis' sent a 
compliment yesterday, that he heard one of the girls had the 
measles ; and if I would remove the rest, he would leave his 
house at an hour's warning. I hope you deliver my service 
to Mr. James, 

For the Loid Russell ; to be left at Frimley. 

* These last four words were written by the child. 

• From Miss Berry's Memoir. 
» Of Winchester. 
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LADY EUSSELL TO LORD RUSSELL.* 

Stratton, 1681. 
It is SO much pleasure to me to write to you, when I shall 
see you so soon after, that I cannot deny myself the entertain- 
ment. My head will lie the easier on my pillow, where I am 
just going to lay it down, as soon as I have scribbled this side 
of paper. All has been well here since you, our best life, went. 
My nieces' came last night from Tichfield, all but Betty, and 
Mr. Garat and Harborough. Sir Walter Young dined here 
to-day ; as, I belieye, he has told you, on the road he meant 
to lie at Harford Bridge to-night, and so to London to-mor- 
row ; he was not tempted to make one at our ball ; but we 
have had one without him, very formally. I need not tell you 
I received your letter ; Will Wright's' coming shows it: nor I 
need less say anything to acquaint your dear self the joys it 
brought with it, from the expressions in it to poor unworthy 
me : some alloys possibly I found, but I defer that matter till 
Friday, when I hope once more to be blessed with the sight of 
what I love best. Good night, dearest life : love your 

E. KUSSELL. 

I have sent you Mrs. Lacon's letter to read, not thinking it 
worth your reading at Stratton. 
For the Lord Russell, at Frimley. 



LADY RUSSELL TO LORD RUSSELL.* 

Stratton, September 20, 1681. 
To see anybody preparing, and taking their way to see what 
I long to do a thousand times more than they, makes me not 

* Fropi Miss Berry's Memoir. ' 

* The daughters of her eldest and fayorite sister, Lady Elizabeth 
Wriothesley, married to Edward Noel Viscount Campden, created Earl 
of Gainsborough in 1682. They were then Hying at Tichfield, in Hamp- 
shire, which had been the seat of the Lord Treasurer Southampton. « 
Elizabeth Noel, their third daughter, afterwards married Mr. Norton. 

* A groom. * From Miss Berry's Memoir. 
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endure to soffer their going, without saying something to mj 
best life ; though it is a kind of anticipating my joy when we 
shall meet, to allow myself so much before the time : but I con- 
fess I feel a great deal, that, though I left London with great 
reluctance (as it is easy to persuade men a woman does), yet 
that I am not like to leave Stratton with greater. They will 
tell you how well I got hither, and how well I found our dear 
treasure here: your boy will please you; you will, I think, 
find him improved, though I tell you so beforehand. They 
fancy he wanted you ; for, as soon as I alighted, he followed, 
calling Papa ; but, I suppose it is the word he has most com- 
mand of; so was not disobliged by the little fellow. The girls 
were fine in remembrance of the happy 29th of September ;• 
and we drank your health, after a red-deer pie ; and at night 
your girls end I supped on a sack posset : nay. Master* would 
have his room ; and for haste burnt his fingers in the posset ; 
but he does but rub his hands for it. It is the most glorious 
weather here that ever was seen. The coach shall meet you at 
the cabbage-garden : be there by eight o'clock, or a little after; 
though I guess you can hardly be there so soon, day breaks so 
late; and indeed the mornings are so misty, it is not wholesome 
to be in the air so early. I do propose going to my neighbor 
Worsley to-day. I would fain be telling my heart more things 
— anything to be in a kind of talk with him ; but, I believe, 
Spencer stays for my dispatch : he was willing to go early ; but 
this was to be the delight of this morning, and the support of 
the day. It is performed in bed, thy pillow at my back; where 
thy dear head shall lie, I hope, to-morrow night, and many 
more, I trust in His mercy, notwithstauding all* our enemies or 
ill-wishers. Love, and be willing to be loved, by 

R. RUBBELL. 

I have not seen your brother ; yet I wish matters go well. 
For the Lord Russell. 

* The birthday of Lord RusselL > Her bod. 
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LADY KUSSELL TO LORD RUSSELL.' 

London, October 2, 1681, 

I KATE deferred so late to Tfrite, that now I hare little time 
to do it in : mj intention was good, b oping still to learn some 
Eort of tattle might entertain jou, but nothing cornea ; yet Mr. 
Montagu is but just gone* IN^ow the companj is gone to 
Stockbridge, he has a little leisure to pay his civilities : he says 
Lord Cavendish comes next week : he has got 600^. retnmed 
him hf old Devon," as I understand. Your father went thia 
morning ; and Lady Margaret also. The King- comes not tOl 
Friday. The Ladies* quarrel m the only news talked of: Lai3y 
Betty* lies a-bed and cries. Lord Kewport came yesterday 
morning, and says he never saw the King more enraged ; he 
sent to Lord Suffolk to chain up his mad daughter^ and forbid 
her the Court ; so at present neither Lord nor Lady Suffolk see 
her ; and little Felton^ is leaving- her. Our family^ I thank 
God, is well J as yon left it. I hear your con sin ^ Tom Newi)ort, 
is very ill of a fever, Mrs. Pelham^ is brought to bed of a fair 
daughter ; so the sport is begun ia our Square. Lord Shaftes- 

' From Miss Berry ^b McmoLp. 

^ To wbn,t thia alludca the Editor knows not. Se«, on the Bnbjeci nf 
Lord Caveudisli Bud hia ftither^ Lady Sunderland' i{ Letters, No. 1. la 
Miss Berry *s Memoir, p. 334. " Waller does swear and atiue that ha 
TTOidd have half hia estate noWj and will not make him & leg for it," 

* Lady Betty Felton^ before mentioTied m tliese lettera. It is impossible 
DQW to discoTcr what was the ** ladiea* quarrel," or Trho were the other 
li^diea engaged in it. Lord CaveiDdish is mentioned m Lady Sundarlaud^a 
lettere, as one of Lady Betty Feltoo^e admirers and followers. She Bc^cma 
to hare been the fine lady of her day. Her reign was short, for she died 
at twenty -five, the very year this letter waa written, leaving on only 
danghteri afterwards married to John, the first Earl of Bristol^ of the 
family of Herrey, 

* Her husband. 

^ Mrs. Pel h am was a daughter of Sir Will mm Jones, married to Mr. 
afterwards Sir Thomas Pelham^ created "by Queen Anne Lord Pelham, 
in 1703, 
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bury had a good night : Charlton waited on his wife out of 
town yesterday : so that you are to imagine it a little dull in 
our quarters : it is not so to me at this present, but will be as 
soon as I have signed, 

R. Russell. 

For the Lord Rnssell, at Stratton, in Hampshire ; 
to be left with the Postmaster at Basisgstoke. 
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LADY RUSSELL TO LORD RUSSELL." 

Stratton, October 20, 1681. 
Saturday night. 
The hopes I have, my dearest life, that this will be the con- 
cluding epistle for this time, makes me undertake it with more 
cheerfulness than my others. We are very busy in preparing, 
and full of expectation to see a coach come for us : just at 
twelve this morning I heard one, was not altogether so welcome 
as Mr. Whitehead will be : it proved Lady Worsley ;' but 
Miss, who had me by the hand, would not quit it, but led me 
to her dinner, and told my Lady Worsley, I said I would dine 
with her ; then she would dine there too ; and Miss consented 
she should : so we took your table to my chamber, and pleased 
all parties, I hope, I being so, now it is over. I put her to 
work as soon as we had eaten. We laid up all your pears : I 
intend them to go by Monday's carrier. Your hawks we know 
not what to do with, but stay they must, I say, till we are gone, 
and horses come back ; but your new dog, I hope you will 
think of, for what to do with him I know not : I have a mind 
to have him led along with the wagon ; for then he will be ^fe 
going through towns, and Betty Forster may take care of him 
at nights ; but I hope you will tell us your mind to-morrow, if 
you can think of anything but parliamentary affairs. I pray 

* From Miss Berry's Memoir. 

* Sir James Worsley, of Pilewell, in Hants, married Mary, daughter of 
Sir William Stewart, of Harteley Maudnit, in the same county. 
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LORD RUSSELL. 



God direct all your salutations there, and, my dearest dear, you 
guess my mind. A word to the wise, I never longed more 
earnestly to be with you^ for whom I haYc a thousand kind and 
grateful thoughts. Ton know of whom I learned this e:^- 
press ion. If I could have found one more fit to speak the pas- 
sion of my soul, I should send it you with joy j but I suhmit 
with great content to imitate, but never shall attain to any 
equality I except that of sincerity : and I will ever he (by God'a 
grace) what I ought| and profess, thy faithful, affectionate, and 
obedient wife, 

B. Eu&gELI,, 

I seal not this till Sunday morning, that you might know all 
Is well then. Miss sends me word she is so, and hopes to see 
papa quickly ; so does one more. 

For the Lord HnBEcll ; at Saatbamptoii 
House^ Loudon. 



LADY RUSSELL TO LOED RUSSELL.* 

Strattoa^ NoTember, 1G81. 
Monday, 10 o'clock. 
I HATE felt one tme dehght this morning already, being 
just come from oar narseries, and now am preparing for another : 
these bein^ my true moments of pleasure, till the presence of 
my dearest life is before my eyes again : how I long for it, I 
will not go aljout to tell you j nor how I take your abusing me 
aboat my perfections : you should leave those things to your 
brother to say; when occasion serves. On Friday, he may know 
how soon he may be put to his best language f for Wednesday 
Is the day of trial, and the report to be made on Friday ; but 
BOW we have choice of old and young. There is a young, hand- 
some, well-natured, discreet gentlewoman, solely at the disposal 




^ From Mi 83 Beiry'a Mpmoir* 

' This ficemti to LaT@ bciin^ either in jest or in eartieaft, Bome intended 
propoa«J of juarriiigo to bo mode by Mr. J&mes KueaoU. 
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of Mr. W. with TOOO/., a Lady Nines's daughter, here in the 
west. I name her, because possibly you may see somebody 
may have known something of them ; and this coming by the 
carrier I thought it would make no discovery. I put a note 
into the box of pears last night, intending then not to write 
to-day ; but I have no power to let it alone ; and, as bxl induce* 
ment to myself to make it more reasonable, I consider I need 
not send again to-morrow to Basingstoke, since you will have 
both on Wednesday morning ; that is, unless there should be 
any change, as I trust in God there will not ; so that look for 
no news by the post : if there be cause you shall hear. The 
pears, I sent you word how they are distinguished : all the 
south are in papers and linen. I am something discouraged 
as to good news, you having had Sir William^ so long, and 
give me not a word of comfort ; nor, truly, I found none in the 
news-letter, but increase of witnesses against Lord Shaftesbury. 
My service to the ladies that met you. Poor Lady Shaftes- 
bury writes me word, she finds her brother* the same man. No 
fault must be found with the Ministers, though they feel the 
sad effects of their malice and cruelty. The carrier is ready 
to go : he promises, by twelve o'clock, to be with you. Yours 
entirely, R. Russell. 

Miss brings me her mite ; but there has been almost wet 
eyes about it, she thinks it so ill done.* 



LADY RUSSELL TO LORD RUSSELL.* 

Stratton, September, 26, 1682. 
I STAYED till I came from church, that I might, as late as I 
could, tell you all your concerns here are just as you left them. 

' Sir William Jones, who had been Attorney-General. 

The Hon. Robert Spencer, frequently mentioned in these letters. 

A letter from the child was inclosed. 
* From Miss Berry's Memoir. 
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HEfi UNCLE, 



86 



The youn^ man as mad, winking at me, and striking witli hia 
drumstick whatever comes to his reach, *^ If I had written be- 
fore church, whilst my moTTiiE.g draught was in my head, thia 
might have entertained you better ; but, now those fumes are 
laidj I &nd my spirits more dall tha:i nsualj as I have more 
cause J the much dearer and plcasanter part of my life being 
absent from me ♦ I leave my Lord Russell to guess who that 
is, I had a letter last post from Mrs. Lacon : pray tell her so, 
and that you had the paper about the King of Poland ;■ for 
she is very inquisitive to know^ it being so new, she says Charl- 
ton had not seen it. I know nothing new since yon went ; but 
I know, as certainly as I live, that I have been, for twelve 
years, as passionate a lover as ever woman was, and hope to 
be so one twelve years more j happy still, and entirely yonrsj 

K. Russell, 

For the Lord Bussell, at SoathaniptQa 
Hoase, Lisndon. 



LADY EUSSELL TO HER UNCLE." 



Apologies, dear TTncle,* arc not necessary to you for anj- 
thing" I do, nor is my discomposed mind tit to make any j but 
1 want yonr assistance, sol ask it freely. You may remember, 
Sir, that a very few days after my great and terrible calamity,* 
the Xing sent me word he meant to take no advantage of any- 
thing was forfeited to him, but terms of law must be observed, 
so now the grant for the personal estate is done and in my hands. 
I esteem it fit to make some compliment of acknowledgement 
to his Majesty ; to do this for me is the favor I beg of you ; 

* Her Bon, 

> Tbis was, probably ^ n. report that the Puke of York wai to be made 
King of Poland. 

* From Mi as Eeiry'a Memoir. 

^ Tho Honorable John RusseU, Colonel of the Ist regiiisent of Foot 
Guards, 
' The d&ath nf Lord Kusaell. 
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but I have writ the inclosed paper in such a manner that if 
yon judge it fit, you may, as you see cause, show it to the King, 
to let him see what thanks I desire should be made him ; but 
that is left to you to do as you approve. 

Truly, Fncle, 'tis not without reluctancy I write to you my- 
self, since nothing that is not rery sad can come from me, and 
I do not love to trouble such as, I am sure, wish me none. I 
ask after your health, and when I hear you are well, it is part 
of the only satisfaction I can have in this wretched world, where 
the love and company of the friends and nearest relations of 
that dear and blessed person must give me all I can find in it 
now ; it is a great change from as much happiness as I believe 
this world can give, to know no more as never must. 

Yours. 



LADY RACHEL RUSSELL TO THE LORD PRIVY SEAL.* 

It is so much my interest, my Lord (relying as I do upon 
your Lordship's judgment and favor to me), to be careful in 
humbly acknowledging those I do receive, that unless you will 
. be strictly just to me you will imagine this is sent your Lord- 
ship from other ends than, upon my word, it is, since I could 
never in expectance of a future advantage by it, constrain 
myself to do uneasy things (as doing this is to so discomposed a 
mind as mine), but to be kindly used, and not any way appear 
I have a sense of it, would, if it be possible, add to the intole- 
rable pressure my sad heart mourns under ; all other consider- 
ations would permit me to excuse myself from, or at least to 
defer an exercise I am rendered so utterly unfit for ; especially 
unless I might complain in such sad words as my raging griefs 
fill my amazed mind with, and indeed offers me no other with- 
out putting a force upon myself, which being fit to do at this 
time, I ask your Lordship's pardon for what I have said, and 

* From Miss Berry's Memoirs. 
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in real oompassion as to one rery miserable you mnst give it 
to, my Lord, 

Yours. 

I think fit to acquaint your Lordship that I have written to 
my uncle Russell to present my thanks to the King, but have 
intimated in another cover that he may, if he sees fit, read it 
to the King, having written it with t}iat design : if this be 
enough, I like it better than doing more ; but if your Lord- 
ship is of another mind tell but my Lord Yanghan so, and I 
shall know it before the letter be given. If it be seasonal^ 
to move in the other, I presume your Lordship will not forget 
me. 

I hear the Sergeant has been troublesome to your Lordship; 
it would be impertinent to trouble you with all that [has passed,] 
but I think I have not b^n to blame, for he demanded it only 
upon the account that I was to have the personal estate, and 
I promised^ him satisfaction when I had the grant. 



LADY RUSSELL TO THE KING. 

May it please youe Majesty — 

I find my husband's enemies are not appeased with his blood, 
but still continue to misrepresent him to your Majesty. It is a 
great addition to my sorrows to hear your Majesty is prevailed 
upon to believe that the paper he delivered to the Sheriff at 
his death was not his own. I can truly say, and am ready in 
the solemnest manner to attest that [during his imprisonment^] 
I often heard him discourse the chiefest matters contained in 
that paper, in the same expressions he therein uses, as some of 
those few relations that were admitted to him can likewise aver. 
And sure it is an argument of no great force that there is a phrase 
or two in it another uses, when nothing is more common than 

1 The words included in the brackets are crossed out 



Digitized by 



Google 



8Q LADT RUSSELL TO THE KINO. [1688. 

to take np such words we like, or are accnstomed to in our 
conyersation. I beg leave further to avow to your Majesty, 
that all that is set down in the paper read to your Majesty on 
Sunday night, to be spoken in my presence, is exactly true ;* 
as I doubt not but the rest of the paper is, which was written 
at my request ; and the author of it, in all his conversation 
with my husband that I was privy to, showed himself a loyal 
subject to your Majesty, a faithful friend to him, and a most 
tender and conscientious minister to his soul. I do therefore 
humbly beg your Majesty would be so charitable to believe, 
that he who in all his life was observed to act with the greatest 
clearness and sincerity, would not at the point of death do so 
disingenuous and false a thing as to deliver for his own whi^ 
was not properly and expressly so. And if, after the loss in 
such a manner of the best husband in the world, I were capa- 
ble of any consolation, your Majesty only could afford it by 
having better thoughts of him, which, when I was so importu- 
nate to speak with your Majesty, I thought I had some reason 
to believe I should have inclined you to, not from the credit of 
my word, but upon the evidence of what I had to say. I hope 
I have written nothing in this that will displease your Majesty. 
If I have, I humbly beg of you td consider it as coming from 
a woman amazed with grief; and that you will pardon the 
daughter of a person who served your Majesty's father in his 
greatest extremities, [and your Majesty in your greatest posts,] 
and one that is not conscious of having ever done anything to 
offend you [before]. I shall ever pray for your Majesty's long 
life and happy reign. 

Who am, with all humility. 

May it please your Majesty, &c. 

1 It contained an account of all that passed between Dr. Boraet and 
his Lordship, concerning his last speech tmd paper. It is called the 
" Journal," in the ** History of his Own Time," vol. i. p. 562. 
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DK FITZWILLIAM TO LADY TIUSSELL 

February 2, 1664. 

Madam — 

A fortnight ago I received a letter from year honor, wljich 
by its datCj the SOth of the last, should have been near the 
Bame measure of time coming to me ; and the reason why I 
deferred the acknowledgment of it to this minnte, was to 
have gained time to return snch an answer to it which should 
have been accompanied with a little treatise suited to your 
cirenmetanees : bat the want of leisure^ oecamoned through 
the destitution of a curate by illness, and the consumption of 
ray time in correcting several copies of a Bftrmon* sent me from 
London with a great many errors of the press, hath hitherto 
obstructed that design ; and I have now no more (because 
I will defer the cognition of your excellent letter, freighted 
with divine thoughts, no longer) than wUi serve me barely to 
name the heads of those consideration a, which, through God^s 
S[>irit setting them home upon your heart, may fortify you with 
patience, to support your condition, as sad as yon represent it 
to yourself, and have been pleased to do in pathetic al expres- 
sions to me. And if they shall liavc any way this operatioa 
on you, or dispose yon but to that, I shall ^ upon your intimat- 
ing so much, clothe these dry bones with flesh and skin, and 
give them some complexion j and last of all, after your use, to 
whom I devote them first, if they may be made subservient to 
that of others in tlie same or like case, make them public,^ 
Those, or at least some of those, I shall insist upon^you shall find 
here annexed, with a prayer to be addressed to Christ Jesus, 
to enable you to imitate the admirable example of patience, 

' Sermon on Pror, sxir. 21, 22. 1G8S. 4 to. 

^ rorhaps his Discourse on IsaiaL, chap, xxxviii. T, 1. Loudon; 10%. 
12mo. 

**Tti those days wns Hezekiali sick tin to dcjith. Ami t sal ah the pro- 
photf the son of Amo'i, came unto him, ^nd Biiid unto liim, Thuig [Miitb the 
Lord, Sel thmo houAC in order: for thou ah nit die, and not hte/' 

8* 
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DR. FITZWILLIAM TO 



[1684. 



charity, &c., be set jou. Bat though this hath been long a 
coming, and comes maimed and imperfect, I hope it will not 
be the less acceptable to yonr Ladyship, or at least the less 
pardonable. 

I am, Madam, upon the account yon snggest, of knowing 
in what entire friendship you and your Lord lived together, 
most ready to acknowledge your loss of him, as well as your 
maaner of losing him, to be very afiflicting ; and to allow you 
cannot have too deep a sense of it, while it proceeds from the 
value and estimation a wife ought to have for a dear husband ; 
but then I must add, your thoughts may dwell too long upon 
that di^onsolate theme, and so prejudice both your body and 
yonr soul, your natural life and your spiritual ; for, as the sense 
is hurt with conversing too long with a vehement object, though 
it pleaseth the eye, for example, by gazing too much or too 
[on^ on light, so may the mind, by a continued meditation on 
grief, though it is delighted vrith the contemplation, and the 
body ^0 macerated as not only to be made unserviceable to the 
mind, but to render that so to herself. 

ThiH way I am afraid you offend ; and then it is, when your 
tlioughts have been saddened to a great degree, by a long 
fixation on the doleful object, suppose that they pass into black 
and difimal ones of questioning God's providence, and a future 
fitate, the devil facilitating the passage, which almost seems 
natural, with his suggestions then. 

And yet, while he is busy to amuse you with these, God's 
Grace, as you most Christianly observe, powerfully steps in to 
correct them, by putting you upon humbling yourself for the 
riainj^, or his injection of such an impiety, and enables you to 
concur with that motion, in having a kind of hatred and de- 
testation of yourself for them. 

In this sense God brings good out of evil ; and, as I remem- 
ber, tlie devout St. Austin, in his Confessions, mentions this 
as the benefit of sin repented of. He means that it begets 
humility : and no doubt but God permits many exalted Christ- 
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ians in the degrees towards perfection^ to fall aometimes into 
gome gross^ scandalous sin^ to al>ate tLeir more dangerous 
Bpiritual pride- I do not charge saeh imaginations as these, 
when they enter into your mind, but that yields not its consent 
to them m downright eins^ nor are you, Madam, to do go j 
bnt however you are to lament them as you do, as the unhappy 
effects of corruption, and endeaTor immediately to suppress 
them, and reject them with disdain. 

To wards getting rid of such importunate, troublesome guests, 
you can taJte no more suecessfal method than to transfer your 
thoughts from the sad object which occasionally excited them, 
to others ; as first, to the making reflection on the emptiness 
of the world, when most enjoyed, in one respect, that it yields 
no satiafaction, and its fruitfulnees in another, that it produces 
briers and thorns withoat number, to scratch and tear the 
mind. Hereby you will gain another important advantage. 
Wean yourself from it ; and if you are so weaned, you may 
rather thank God than complain that yon have been afflicted, 
even by the dispensation which makes you heavy, since taking 
him out of the world whom you loved most in it, hath quite 
taken away your affections towards it. But beeause this con- 
templation, by accident, may produce impatience, render you 
weary of continning in a world of vanity and trouble, and 
where you want the desire of your eyes ; you are, in the next 
place, as you do likewise practice, to ascend thither with your 
meditatious where faith alone, and not reason, can mount 
them; I mean, place them on that happiuess above, which is 
perfect, and not to be disturbed by the interposition of ill acci- 
dents, eternal, and not to be concluded by time, reserved for 
you and^ 

' The remainder lost. 
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DR. BURNET* TO LADY RUSSELL. 

Febroary 2, 1684. 
I WAS just sitting down to write an answer to your Ladj- 
sbip's former letter, when I received your last, so now I haye 
two upon me, and therefore I hope joa will be so good as to 
forgive the length of this. 8ince the bearer is sure, I will say 
many things on which I would not ventore by the ordinary 
conTeyance. I must begin with your last I see I was not 
mistaken in thinking, I durst y^ture on saying, what occurred 
to me on a thing which in itself was highly good and charitable^ 
but- in such an age might, as I judged, not look so well. I 
CBXi truly say the vast yeneration I have for your Ladyship, 
both upon his account to whom you were so dear, and on your 
own, which increaseth with every letter I receive from you, 
makes me impatient if anything should occur that might be 
matter of censure. I know you act by noble and worthy 
principles, and you have so strange a way of expressing your- 
self, that I sincerely acknowledge my pen is apt to drop out of 
my hand when I begin to write to you, for I am very sensible 
I cannot rise up to your strain. ' I am confident God has not 
bestowed such talents on you, and taken such pains, both by 
kind and severe providences, to distinguish you from most other 
women in the world, but on a design to make you an instru- 
ment of much good ; and I am very glad you intend to employ 
so much of your own time in the education of your children, 

* After Lord Russell's death, Dr. Burnet was, by Charles the Second's 
order, discharged from preaching the Thursday lecture at St. Clement's ; 
and for a sermon preached on the 6th of November at the Roll's Chapel, 
on the words — "Save me from the lion's mouth, thou hast heard me from 
the horns of the unicorns ;" which was thought of dangerous construc- 
tion, because the lion and unicorn were the two supporters of the King's 
scutcheon. " 1 made no reflection in my thoughts on the lion and uni- 
corn, as being the two supporters of the King's scutcheon (for I ever 
hated all points of that sort as a profanation of Scripture) ; but I showed 
how well Popery might be compared to the lion's mouth, then open to 
devour us."— Burnet's Own Times, vol. ii. p. 437. Ox. 1823. 
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that they shall need no other governess ; for, as it is the great- 
est part of your duly, so it will be a noble entertainment to 
yoQ, and the best diyersion and cure of your wounded and 
TTOfited spirits. I loDg so much to see your Ladyship, and 
them about yon in this employment, that I hope you will par- 
don me if I beg leave to come down and wait on you^ when the 
Maftter of the Rolls* goes <J^ut of tow^u ; for since it was not 
thought fit that I should go on with the Thursday's lecture, I 
am master of my own time during the weeks of the vacation ; 
and I will esteem that which I hope to pass at Woborne as the 
best of tbem. 

I will not touch in all this letter your deep and ever green 
and tender wound. I believe the touching of it in the softest 
manner, jafives more pain than all I can say about it can miti- 
gate, and therefore I shall say no more of it, but that it comes 
in as a large part of my best thoughts that God would give yon 
snch an inward sense of his love, and of the wisdom and kind- 
ness of his providence, and of the blessed state to which he has 
raised that dearest part of yourself, and whither the rest will 
follow in due time, that ail these things may swallow np the 
bitter sense of the terrible stroke yon lie under, and may pos- 
sess yon with those true and solid joys that are the only proper 
cure for so deep a wonnd. Bnt I will dwell no longer on so 
dismal a subject, for I am afraid you dwell too mnch on it. 

Kow the business of the printer^ is at an end, and consider- 
ing how it was managed, it has dwindled to a very small fine, 
which one may well say was either too much or too little. The 
true design of the prosecution wa.3 to find me in it, and so the 
printer was tampered with much to name the author. 

" Sir John Cliiu*cbiU was appointed Master of the Rolls, January 12^ 
1G84-5. lie died at iiia Louse of QmrcUillj in co. Somerset, ou Tiiiira- 
daj, 8tli October, 1685, and was bimed in the parUh church there on the 
Sunday foUowing, 

* John Darby, the priuter, oonvietod of pnnting » libel, caHed Lord 
TtuasoU'a Speech, luftde bis mibmiasiou this term, February, 16h3^i, smU 
was fined but 20 marks. 
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1 hmt^ neyer taken notice to yonr Ladyship of the quick 
neuse I mw yon expressed in a letter to Mr. Hoskins on that 
html ; but I had no sore bearer till Mr. Pordage went down, 
and ii did not then occor to my thoughts. I hope yon belieye 
1 huvc all tlie jast and high sense of that concern that becomes 
ma, and would have been very little troubled, though they 
could have* 



MB. GBIFFITH> TO LADY BUSSELL. 



1684. 



Mapam — 

Biace your Ladyship imposes upon yourself the task of re- 
tumiEig answer to such letters as these (where neither business 
DQf eereraoDy tequire it), though a selfish (not to say ambitious) 
principle \?ould put me upon writing often ; that I might often 
receive tbt^^ honor and satisfaction of such valuable returns ; yet 
the laws of morality forbid me to give your Ladyship too fre- 
quent occasions of such unnecessary trouble. However, Madam, 
I can BO longer forbear to acknowledge, which I do with all 
imaginable gratitude, my great obligations to your Ladyship 
for your singular kindness in accepting my former letter without 
taking offttuce at the freedom and plainness of speech I there 
UKtrd ; which with some persons, inferior in quality to your La- 
dynliif), would not have passed, nor the supposal of an honest 
meaning obtained an allowance for. But I humbly beg your 
Lax3ysliip'H pardon for putting this goodness (I presumed upon) 
to so rude a trial ; though it has succeeded in giving me both 
a lartjrer notion and a more indubitable evidence of it than I 
had Ijefore, I should not have believed till then that it could 
have extended so far to bear with such a rigid assertion as 

' The remainder of this letter is lost. 

^ It ia nt.t known who this correspondent was. It is possible it may 
ht^ire beon J oho Griffith, M.A., Curate of Edensor, Derbyshire, and Chap- 
luin to the Duke of Deyonshire. He published several .sermons, one 
aguEksi the doctrine of Transubstantiation. 



Digitized by 



Google 



16SJ.] LADT RUSSELL, ' flg 

seemed to your Ladyship implied in my words, viz. that a con- 
stant sadness for a loss which can never be recovered here, is 
inconsistent with a state of grace. I ^m heartily sorry ^ Ma- 
dam, for having nnhapjiily let fali any ambignona or unwary 
expression that might give occasion for that mistake. God 
forbid I should be so rash to assert or think any such thing, 
I confess I was puzzled to reconcile yoar Ladyship's reckoning 
upon being ever mournful here for the lo^ of a temporal com- 
fort, with that hope of those infinitely better, immutable and 
endless ones, in the future state, which in some lines before 
your Ladyship declared (and I was much affected therewith) 
that your longing soul had a prospect of and waited for. Such 
exercise of faith and hope, I thought, mast needs hinder that 
sort of sorrow from keeping a perpetual possession for life in 
your Ladyship's breast during life. I grant that after it is dis- 
lodged, it may get in again, and yet all this while the soul con- 
tinue in a state of grace which we know is not privileged from 
changes, faintings, cloudings, and divers infirmities, whereof 
the best saints have had experience ; though they are never 
without faith and hope, yet these graces may sometimes, tUrongh 
temptation J be at a low ebb ; and then such grief may gain the 
upper hand for a time. This I suppose to have been your La- 
dyship's case at the subscription of the same letter. Nor are 
such sudden changes less incident to the inward, than they are 
to the outward man. An eminent instance we liave in David, 
wVio in the same Psalm represents himself in opposite tempers, 
one while rejoicing and glorying in God, and soon after east 
down and at the brink of despair ; but still he recovers himself 
at la^t, by rousing up his soul to renewed actings of hope and 
trust. And as I find your Lailyship humbly confessing, with 
him, this is my infinnity } so I doubt not but I shall find your 
Ladyship revived likewise with him, by the same means through 
Divine assistance. 
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LADY RUSSELL TO GRIFFITH. 

ii 

j Wobum Abbey, Feb. 4, 1684. 

i Sm*— 

^ In mj perplexed state those momentary refreshments, if mj 

1 afflicted soul finds any, are when I am able to apply snch heal- 

'/ ing considerations as good and charitable men like yourself 

; offer to my wounded spirit. I cannot receive so valuable a 

*^. gift, and not tell you, sir, myself, that I take it thankfidly, and 

!^ will do my endeavor to use it profitably ; but, alas I so inve- 

P terate is my disease, it seems to me above the cure of argu- 

1 ments ; nothing but the mighty grace of God can assuage such 

grief as mine. I have loved man too well, and did not weigh 
enough how short my interest might be in that loved object of 
my desires ; had God had full possession of my soul, or had I 
prized his love, adored his wisdom, and believed his goodness 
in all the secret conducts of his providences (yea, although I 
groaned under the sharpest dispensations of it), I should not 
be cast down; but passion rebels, and I cannot with that 
constancy and frame of spirit I desire follow his steps in that 
thorny path of suffering he trod before me with so much ease ; 
this calls for the sharpest accents of my lamentations ; but I 
still bestow them upon the loss of earthly enjoyments; our 
grosser part lying nearer to their more suitable objects in the 
mixed state of this world ; sense soon prevails, and by perpe- 
tual sharp and quick remembrances, brings to my mind how 
full of content my mind lately was, and that I must never here 
know no more ; it is a bitter reflective, can only be allayed by 
seriously fixing upon that consideration you have lighted on to 
offer me, that whatever he did in his place he did it faithfully, 
I ; as unto God, and upon that belief may safely ground a hope 

^ he was lifted from a prison to a throne ; then I know it is very 

i unreasonable to take so heavily, that what was so precious to 

me, his gain, should be matter of so grievous and lasting a 

; 1 Now first printed from the original letter in the possession of Dawson 

l( Turner, Esq., F.R.S. 
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weight of aoiTOW to mo ; but I must hope thiB is my infirmity^ 
and that our Iligh Priest, who was touched with ours, will 
give me (who with ray soul dcBires with ray groans to miugle 
justification of my Ood) Bufferiuj^ grace, for a suffering condi- 
tioiij making his rod medicinal to mc j and by giving a strong 
faith in the precions promises of the gospel, I shall one day be 
able to evidence to my soul, that they belong to me, that his 
rod and love have gone together, and, though sorely chastised, 
yet instruction hath accompanied correction, awakened and 
quickened me to make my calling and election sure, bearing 
up my evidence to heaven, where, after a few more weary days, 
we shall together enjoy the visions of God, ever praising him 
to eternal ages, without interposition of ill accidents ; that I 
may prepare for this blessed change^ and without undue impa- 
tience wait the time, and in the meanwhile attain such a measure 
of comfort as is necessary for a |irudcnt and faithful discharge 
of my remaining duty to him, to whom I owe as much as can 
be due to man. Remember me, good Mr, Griffith, in your 
supplications to the Throne of Grace for suitable divine assist- 
ance to the miseries and necessities of, sir, your ever sad but 
faithful friend to serve you. 



DR, BATES TO LADT RUSSELL J 

London, Feb- 2, 1684. 

Madam-^ 

I had some hopes that, after such an interval of time, your 
Bpirit Lad recovered some strength to resist the violence of 

' From tho ori^nal in the Diike of Devonsliire'a colkction, pririted in 
Mr. Wifftin's Mcmoira of the House of EusseU, toI, iL p. 28 B. 

Dr. William Bates waa an eminent Noncouformist di^vine, born Novem- 
ber, 1G25. He ]jeM -Vfidous appointmenLs m tbo Church of England. On 
the RcdtiiMtion of Clia.rle9 IL ht* waa appointed one of his chapltiina. Ho 
is Bftid to have been offered the Deflnery of Liehfiifhi nnd Coveiitry. He 
took, in 1066, tho oath commonly called the Five Mile Act, and was ap- 
pointed on the part of the Preabyt^iaaa in the further attempt to render 
9 
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jronr sorrow; bat I perceiye you sre still yery disconsolate. 
It is trae your loss was so great, and your sorrow is so jnst^ 
that to attempt the assuaging it by mere homan considerations 
would lie in Tain ; but it is not above the remedy which the 
Word of God offers to yon. Methinks God speaks to yoor 
alSictcd spirit, with a little yariation, in the words of Elkanah 
to hh distressed consort : ** Am I not better to thee than ten 
buMbaada ?" The extraordinary circumstances that exasperate 
your sorrow may, by Divine grace, be a happy advantage to 
declare your more entire and resigned submission to the wis- 
dom and will of God. Consider — ^was it not, Madam, your 
most ardent desire, for your dear lord and yourself, that yom 
miglit, at the end of this short life, obtain and enjoy together 
tJie heavenly glory ? You have this consolation, that half of 
your desire is accomplished. Your dearest part has fought 
the good fight, has overcome the last enemy, and is crowned, 
and can 70U be so afflicted for your absence from him as not 
to r<?joicc more in his felicity ? I know that you, who so per- 
fectly loved him, cannot cherish such a low affection, to be 
more concerned for your own temporal interest than to be 
pleased with the belief of his everlasting happiness. I have 
in my thoughts often applied to your Ladyship the verses of 
our divine poet : — 

** The most of me to heaven is fled, 
My joys are all packed up and gone, 
And for their old acquaintance plead." 

There, Madam, let your conversation be ; let your most serious 
thoughts, earnest affections, and the tendency of your life be 
for heaven, where you will be united to your most dear hus- 
band, by a love infinitely more pure and noble than that which 

the Book of Common Prayer acceptable to Nonconformists. He stood 
by the aide of Baxter when that excellent man was brought before the 
execmblc Jeffreys. His works are collected in one volume folio, 1700. 
He pDtillghed a work generally known as *<Batesii VitsB Selecteo," 4to. 
168], dedicated to Lord Russell. He died July 24, 1699. 
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warmed your breast here. I most heartily recommeiid you 
and your relatives to the Divine mercy, and am, Madam, your 
most humble aud obedient servant, William Bat£«. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLTAM. 

I SATB received, ^ood Doctor, your friendly letter and ex- 
cellent prayers, indeed, very excellent ones; and although 
neither could have come too soon, yet I could not wonder they 
stayed so long. The rigor of the season* has been extreme as 
ever was known sure in England, or in these parts of the world ; 
but a little time of patience has carried ns through all the in- 
conveniences and hardship of it, yet not without very great 
and very sharp sufferings to numbers of the poorer sort ; the 
consideration of which is a most fit contemplation for my sad 
thoughts, whoso sufferings of another nature will have a like 
period ; and, by faith and trust in God, a happy one, when I 
shall forever (as is my hope my loved Lord is now) be enabled 
to perform the everiasting race of obedience, which here, by 
reason of those strong impressions things in this life of sense 
make upon us, is much weakened. But I am much encouraged 
by your allowing that I have a joat sense of sorrow, and that 
yon saw not my mourning so much to be condemned as you 
apprehended they were ; it excites me better to struggle for 
my duty, than, when doing all I can, to think I do so ill, that 

^ The foreat trees and CTeti Iho oaka in England split by the frost; moat 
of the hoUiea were killed ; the Thames ivaa covered with ice eleven inches 
thick ; and nearly all the birds pcrishod. ETelyn, m his '* Dinry/* giTUS 
TftriouB particulars of tho i^ffecta of this frost, and moDtions, among other 
incidents, that a printer gstined bl. a day for printing names of " ladyes" 
and ballads on tlie TbunieSt iitid that *« Loudon, by reason of the cicessiv© 
coldnusa of the aire hindering tlic ascent of the smoke, waa so fiird with 
the fuligenoua Bteamo of the &ea-coale, that hardly could one see croaae 
the streetes, aud this filling tho lungs with its grosee particles, exceedingly 
obstructed the breast, so as ono eoiild hardly breath. '^ The only eter- 
greea that as@a>pid destruGtlo& in his garden woa the cypress. 
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I may haye reason to be amazed, and fear a pnnishment in 

both states; but my merciful Father truly knows the sharpness 
of mj sorrows, and the weakness of my person, not fitted to 
stand out against such storms ; but with his help we can do 
all things. As to the two points your letter, Doctor, insists 
npon, I will first say for myself, I am very confident I shall 
ever &o take either the reproof, caution, or advice of a friend 
to ^ueh a manner, as I shall never lose a friend for acting the 
part of one to me, who shall make at least this advantage by 
finding Buch, that I shall be subject to the fewer deliberate 
follies ; by sudden acts, I expect to be guilty of many, left to 
the trouble and distraction of choice alone, as I must now be. 
Therefore, good Doctor, let me engage yon to continue the 
Bame way of proceeding, though I may not always comply 
with what you offer to me, yet that may be best for me, if I 
coaM discern it so. Now, for the first particular concerning a 
chaplain, I shall not be untractable. I told you I could not 
live under my distresses without one : for the delay I touched 
upon, the distance of time now before I shall be settled, so as 
to require the use of one, will much take off my former objec- 
tions ; and as to the definition of a prudent person, you and I 
shall reconcile it to the same thing. I approve with you the 
Church of England the best church and best oflSces and ser- 
vices in it, upon the face of the earth that we know of; but. 
Sir, I shall covet one so moderate, as not to be impatient and 
paBgionate against all such as cannot think so too; but of such 
a temper as to be able to converse peaceably with such as may 
have freedom in my family though not of it, without giving 
offence, and I take it to be the best way of gaining good 
people to our opinions. 

As to your kind offer of assistance, whenever cause for it, I 
shall over use a freedom with you. Sir ; but, in a fit return, re- 
member an old proverb, " Not to spur a free horse too fast." 
Sir, your circumstances, and my heavy ones, may most likely 
render that unfit ; but I shall not in appearance be soon in 
want, seeing my removes next summer will probably be very 
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short. For haying an eye upon any particular person, I must 
approve, and thank you for your kindness in it ; but if you 
have, let it be so ; the person may not know it, for this reason, 
several that had opportunities of seeing me often in my first 
extremities, urged my doing what you have since done : and 
to them I answered as I have to you. Now, if they have 
been mindful of my necessities, and have any person fit to^ 
Wobome Abbey, Feb. 22, 1688-4. 



LADY HUSSELL TO DE. FITZWILLIAM. 

It is above a fortnight, I believe, good Doctor, since I re- 
ceived your comforting letter ; and it is displeasing to me that 
I am now but sitting down to tell you so ; but it is allotted to 
persons under my dismal title, and yet more dismal circum- 
stances, to have additional cares, from which I am sure I am 
not exempt, but am very unfit to discharge well or wisely, es- 
pecially under the oppressions I feel ; however, it is my lot, 
and a part of my duty remaining to my choice friend, and 
those pledges he has left me. That remembrance makes me do 
my best, and so occasions the putting by such employments as 
suit better my present temper of mind, as this I am now about ; 
since if, in the multitude of those sorrows that possess my soul» 
I find any refreshment, though, alas I such as are but moment- 
ary, it is but casting off some of my crowded thoughts to 
compassionate friends, such as deny not to weep with those 
that weep ; or in reading such discourses and .advices as your 
letter supplies me with, which I hope you believe I have read 
more than once ; and if I have more days to pass upon this 
earth, I mean to do so often, since I profess, of all those have 
been offered me (in which charity has been most abounding to 
me), none have in all particulars more suited my humor. You 
deal with me, Sir, just as I would be dealt withal; and it is 
possible I feel the more smart from my raging griefs because I 

1 Remainder lost. 
9* 
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would not take them off, bat upon fit considerations ; as it is 
easiest to our natures to liave oar sore in deep woands gently 
handled ; yet, as most profitable, I would yield, nay desire, to 
have mine searched, that, as you religiously design by it, they 
may not fester. It is possible I grasp kt too much of this 
kind, for a spirit so broke by afiOiction ; for I am so jealous that 
time, or necessity, the ordinary abater of all violent passions 
(nay even employment, or company of such friends as I have 
left), should do that my reason or religion ought to do, as 
makes me covet the best advices, and use all methods to obtain 
sach a relief, as I can ever hope for, a silent submission to this 
severe and terrible providence, without any inefiTective unwill- 
ingness to bear what I must suffer ; and such a victory over 
myself, that, when once allayed, immoderate passions may not 
be apt to break out again upon fresh occasions and accidents, 
offering to my memory that dear object of my desires, which 
must happen every day, I may say every hour, of the longest 
life I can live ; that so, when I must return into the world, so 
far as to act that part is incumbent upon me in faithfulness to 
him I owe as much as can be due to man, it may be with great 
strength of spirits, and grace to live a stricter life of holiness 
to my God, who will not always let me cry to him in vain. On 
him I will wait till he have pity on me, humbly imploring that 
by the mighty aids of his most Holy Spirit, he will touch my 
heart with greater love to himself. Then I shall be what he 
would have me. But I am unworthy of such spiritual bless- 
ing, who remain so unthankful a creature for those earthly 
ones I have enjoyed, because I have them no longer. Yet God, 
who knows our frames, will not expect that when we are t^eak 
we should be strong. This is much comfort under my deep 
dejections, which are surely increased by the subtle malice of 
that great enemy of souls, taking all advantages upon my pre- 
sent weakened and wasted spirits, assaulting with divers tempt- 
ations, as, when I have in any measure overcome one kind, I 
find another in the room, as when I am less afflicted (as I before 
complained), then I find reflections troubling me, as omissions 
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of Bome sort or other j that if either greater peranasions had 
been used, he had gone away ; or eome errora at the trial 
amended, or other applications made, he mi|^ht have been 
acquitted, and so yet have been iuthe land of the liTirig (though 
I discharge not the^e things as faults upon myself, yet as ag- 
gravations to my sorrows) : so that not being certain of our 
time being appointed^ beyond which we cannot pass^ my heart 
shrinks to tliipk his time possibly was shortened by unwise 
management. I belieTC I do ill to torment myself with such 
unprofitable thoughts,' 



LADT EtJSSELL TO DU. FITZWILLTAM. 

Beueye me, good Doctor, I find myself uneasy at reading 
your siiort letter of 8th April (which I have but newly re- 
ceived), before I had answered yours of the 11th March. I 
have scTeral times taken my pen in my hand to do it, and been 
prevented by dispatching less pleasing dispatches first, and so 
my ti[ne was spent before I came to that I intended before I 
laid away tlie pen. 

The future part of my life will not I expect pass, as perhaps 
I w^ould just choose ; sense has heen long enough gratified, in- 
deed so long I know not how to live by faith ; yet the pleasant 
stream that fed it near fourteen years together being gone, I 
have no sort of refreshment but when I can repair to that living 
fountain from whence all flows ; while I look not at the thinga 
which are seen, but at those which are not seen, expecting that 
day which will settle and compose all my tumultuous thoughts 
in perpetual peace and quiet ; but am undone, irrecoverably 
BOj as to my temporal longings and concerns. Time runs on, 
and usually wears off some of that sharpness of thought in- 
separable with my circumstances, but I cannot experience suck 
an effect, every week making me more and more sensible of the 
miserable change in my condition ; but the same merciful hand 

^ Ecmainder lost. 
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vvlil^^h boj^ held me np firom sinking in the extremest calamities, 
will (i vorily believe) do so still, that I foint not to the end in 
this sliarp conflict, nor add sin to my grieYons weight of sor- 
rows, hf too high a discontent, which is all I have now to fear. 
Ton do, T doubt not, obserre I let my pen run too greedUy 
upon this subject ; indeed it is very hard upon me to restrain 
it, especially to such as pity my distress, and would assist to- 
wards mj relief any way in their power. I am glad I have so 
expreasefl myself to you, as to fix you in resolving to continue 
the course you have begun with me, which is to set before me 
plainly my duty in all kinds : it was my design to engage you 
to it ; nor shall you be less successful with me, in your desires, 
could there happen occasion for it, which is most unlikely. 
Doctor Fitzwilliam understanding himself and the world so 
well. On neither of the points, I believe, I shall give you 
reason to complain, yet please myself in both, so far of one 
mind we ehaJl be. 

I am entertaining some thoughts of going to that now deso- 
late \y\me Stratton, for a few days, where I must expect new 
amazing ro flections at first, it being a place where I have lived 
in sweet and full .content ; considered the condition of others, 
and thoufrht none deserved my envy : but I must pass no more 
such days on earth ; however, places are indeed nothing. 
Where can I dwell that his figure is not present to me 1 Nor 
would I have it otherwise ; so I resolve that shall be no bar, 
if it proves requisite for the better accquitting any obligation 
upon me. That which is the immediate one, is settling, and 
indeed giving up the trust, my dear Lord had from my best 
sister.' Fain would I see that performed, as I know he would 
have done it had he lived. If I find I can do as I desire in it, 
I will (by God's permission) infallibly go ; but indeed not to 
stay more than two or three weeks, my children remaining here, 
who shall ever have my diligent attendance, therefore shall 
hasten back to them. 

» Lady Elizabeth Noel, who died in 1679. 



Digitized by 



Google 



1684.] THE DUGHSSS OF MONTAGU TO LADT RUSSELL. 105 

I do not admit one thought of accepting yonr kind and re- 
ligious offer, knowing it is not proper. I take, if I do go, my 
sister Margaret, and belicTe Lady Shaftesbury* will meet me 
there. This I choose, of thinking some persons being there to 
whom I would observe some rules, will engage me to restrain 
myself, or keep in better bounds my wild and sad thoughts. 
This is all I can do for myself But blest by the good prayers 
of others for me, they will, I hgpe, help me forward towards 
the great end of our creation. 

I am most cordially, good Doctor, 
Your ever mournful, but 

Ever faithful friend, to serve you, 

B. BUSSSLL. 

I hear my Lord Gainsborough and my Lady will be shortly 
at Chilton. She is one I do truly respect : I can never regret 
being near her, though my design is to converse with none but 
lawyers and accountants. 

Wobome Abbey, April 20, 1684. 



THE DUCHESS OF MONTAGU TO LADY RUSSELL. 

Mar. ye 7th (1684). 
It is the saddest thing, my dearest sister, in the world to 
read your letters, by which one finds your affliction, if it be 
possible, daily to increase ; but, for God's sake, do not add to 
it by making reflections when it is too late, but as you say 
afterwards, consider it was God's will it should be so, and it 
is impossible when that is for us, for us with all our care and 
industry to hinder it ; and it ought to be a great comfort to 
you that you left nothing undone, either as to your advice or 
other endeavors, to hinder that fatal stroke. For my part, 
when I give myself leave to think of your misfortunes (which 

' Her cousin, who Miss Berry says was merely a good and pious soul, 
sensible of her inability to offer more than her pity and her prayers. 
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I donfes."^ T do as little as I can, finding it bnt too nneasy to 
me), I cannot but look upon it as the immediate work of God, 
that chose him out to undergo those severe trials for his glory; 
for eertaitily never man suffered with more Christian patience 
the Injustice of his enemies, by which he has left inmiortal fame 
here beloWj and without doubt gained a crown of glory in the 
kingdom of heaven, which ought to be your comfort. I am 
mighty glad your dear children are so well and prosper ; pray 
God continue them so to a good old age. I am much con- 
cerned dear Master had not my token. As for our coming 
into England we have not yet the least thoughts of; this air, 
I thauk Ood, agrees perfectly well with me and the children, 
so that I am very well to continue in it ; and for my Lord, he 
is BO really affected with your misfortune that I think it has 
given him a dislike to his country, as will hinder him from re- 
turning till your healths are so established as that we may 
make the journey altogether. He is your very real humble 
servant. We have now the finest weather that ever was seen, 
which you will believe when I tell you that for this ten days I 
have not aeen one spark of fire, only one little vine fagot morn- 
ing aud night to air my linen, and the sun is now so hot that I 
cannot bear going out in the coach till four o'clock, and in a 
little tirae, I believe, must leave it quite, for there is no shade 
in the country. I am a very humble servant to all the good 
company, especially to Lady Margaret. My dearest sister, 
farewell 1 pray God preserve you and support you that you may 
not sink under your affliction. 

Yours, with all passion, 

E. Montagu.* 

■ £]iz&belli, daughter of Thomas Wriothesloy, Earl of Southampton, 
miirried third Lord and first Duke of Montagu. 
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DR, SIMON PATRICK^ TO LADT RUSSELL. 

Mat it pleabe toue Ladyship — 

I received your letter of the 11th inatant, and give you my 

Iftte but moat humble thanks, for taking in bo good a part that 

poor tender of my daty and service, which in the sincerity of 
' my heart I made to your Ladyship \ and thoagh I now find that 

there was no occasion at all for it, yet I cannot be sorry for my 
' mistake, since I enjoy the benefit of it, in reading a letter whij^ 

' is so well stored with devont and heavenly thoughts, 

' I cannot read, without rejoicing, yonr Ladyship's sabmission 

' to the divine Providence, in resolving all to this — That what- 

' ever you find will he best, and anything you could imagine 

' would have been worse ; nor without begging of God, in the 

' words of David, I Chron. xxix, 18, "To keep this for ever 

ill the imagination of the thoughts of your heart/' For, as 
' your Ladyship cannot have a more honorable and worthy and 

I just opinion of God, than to believe that all he does is for the 

best, so neither can yon entertain a thought which tends more 

' ^ A learned English prelate, to whose writinga Lady Buflfiell waa much 
attached, which will be particularly seen in the iBtercstJiig letter, in the 
BcconJ volume, written to hqr children on the anniTeraary of Lord Rus- 
hcIVm deatk To the influi^nce of the iioble fsiQiily, Patnck owed hia 
appoint lac tit to the Rectory of St, Panl'ej C event Onrdon. It is to his 
honor that he neYer left his ^ariahionera when the idague wfia rnging 
atnoDg$t them j and it is snid refused the Arclidcaconry of HuntiDgton, 
that he mig^t not be absent from hia parochial duties. " I am sure,'' he 
writes, "■ while 1 fctay here 1 shall do good to their ho dies, and perhaps 
save some from peri shi tig, which I look npon as a considerable end of 
in J continuing/' IH was one of the divioea choaen, by Laurence Hyde, 
Earl of Rochester, in the controTcrsy with the two RomiEfh priests, when 
James wae anxious to convert hia minisiter to Popery, At the llevolntion 
he was much consulted in aettllog thi) aifairi) qf the chureh. He was 
made Bishop of Chichester, and finally promoted t-o the See of Ely, He 
died there in 1707. His paraphrase on the Old Testament is atill greatly 
consulted, and " The Heart's EasCj or a Remedy against all TroubleB,'' 
has a considerable sale. 
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to your own ease and gatisfacdon ; for it is indeed the Yerj 
secret of contentment. And snre there cannot be a more rea- 
sonable thing in the world, than to think well of what Gk>d 
does, and to allow him, who is the foontain of love and good- 
ness, as well as of wisdom and understanding, to choose better 
and wiselier for ns than we possibly can for onrselves. It is 
true that some particular providences look otherwise at the first 
sight, and we cannot so readily explun, uid make ont the 
benefit and advantages of them. The mui, who in riding to a 
port to take shipping, and by a fall from his horse broke his 
leg, and thereby was stopped from his intended voyage, did 
not apprehend the mercy of that Providence at first, till he 
afterwards understood that that very ship was cast away, and 
all the passengers in it. In like manner, we are often puzzled 
in beholding the frame and structure of this visible world ; for 
many things which at the first appearance seem to be blemishes 
in the creation, yet, upon further examination, we find to be 
so very useful and beneficial that we are forced to bear testi- 
mony to that divine approbation, which once pronounced them 
to be all very good. And so I doubt not, but by a diligent 
examination, we may give ourselves a very good account of the 
ways, as well as of the works of God, and discover such ad- 
vantages and gracious passages in every affliction, as may force 
us to acknowledge that we should not have been so well with- 
out these afflictions, and that he of very faithfulness has caused 
us to be troubled. And as such sensible and experimental 
acknowledgments must needs, be acceptable to God, because 
thereby we honor him, and speak well of him of our own know- 
ledge, so, on the other hand, it is impossible for our minds to 
dislike that, which we cannot but acknowledge to be best for 
ns, even we ourselves being judges. Your Ladyship's pious 
determination not to part with the hope of a future state, if all 
the glorious offers of this present world were set against it, is 
according to all the rules of prudence, which even worldly men 
themselves think fit to practise in other matters : for who will 
sell the reversion of a great estate for a present penny ? or 
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who, on the other hand, will not disbnrse his ready money for 
some very gainful improvement of it hereafter ? And yet 
there is some proportion in these things, for the most gainful 
improvement is but the same money multiplied over again, and 
the greatest estate is but a penny so many times told ; whereas 
an eternal happiness, and this transitory world's false joys, hold 
no proportion. 

I intend to read over the same authors which your Lady- 
ship names, and if your Ladyship pleases to impart some oi 
your thoughts upon any passages in them, I shall value them 
as misers are wont to do their treasure, who envy sight of it 
to all the world besides. Your Ladyship's discourse upon oc- 
casion of my Lady^ Bedford's death, I understand as an instance 

1 Anne, daughter and sole heir of Robert Carr, Earl of Somerset, by 
his too celebrated Countess, Frances Howard, the diyorced wife of Essex. 
Francis Earl of Bedford, it is well known, only consented to the match 
on the King's interference. *♦ The health of this amiable lady," says the 
historian of the House, of Russell, <*had reoeiyed a shock from which it 
never recovered; from the moment of Lord Russell's tragic death it visibly 
declined ; and in musing on his manly virtues, and her own irreparable 
loss, she pined silently away, like another Anticlea, whose moving com- 
plaints may so forcibly illustrate her own : — 

" For thee, my son, I wept my life away ; 
Nor came my fate by lingering pains and slow, 
Nor bent the silver-shafted queen her bow ; 
No dire disease bereaved me of my breath, 
Tho^u, thou, my son, wert my disease and death ; 
Unkindly with my love my son conspired — 
In thee I lived, for absent thee expired." — OdyMey^ book xi. 

^ Yet her death is said to have been accelerated by another incident of 
striking pathos — the accidental sight, in a window of the Earl's study, 
-of a pamphlet commenting on her mother's guilt, of which she is stated 
to have been till then mercifully kept in ignorance. The pang of this dis- 
closure was too great for her enfeebled frame to bear, and, in the recoil of 
concentrated feeling, the chord of life gave way. She was found sense- 
less by her attendants with the open page before her." 

Sarah, Duchess of Marlborough, who paid a visit to Wobum Abbey 
in 1782, looking at the beautifrd portrait of the Countess by Yaadyck, 
10 " 
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of jour preparation of mind, uid readiness to be dissolyed, to 
be with Christ, which is certainly best for yon wheneyer He 
pleases. Bat the continuance of yonr Ladyship's life and 
health, if God see it good, is so absolutely necessary to the 
Bttpport of yonr noble^ family, that I hope they will be pro- 
longed, and for the sake of yonr children ought not to be 
shortened, so much as by an otherwise innocent wish. My 
tnastf^r's education particularly, does plainly depend on your 
liadysliip's care of yourself in the first place, and then of him, 
for whose health I the more earnestly pray, because, with grief, 
I lately heard that he was ill, but I hope it is over before this. 
I beg jour Ladyship's pardon for this tedious length ; and there* 
fore, aa to the other parts of your letter, shall only crare leave 
to say, that your Ladyship ought to take comfort in the inward 
iestiraony of your sincerity, and not to be discouraged at any 
weaknesses that may possibly attend it, for that outweighs them 
all, I humbly beg your Ladyship to present my most hum- 
ble service to my good Lord of Bedford, to whom I should have 
written upon this occasion, if I had understood that it had 
been proper for me, and that I should not rather have renewed 
his griefi and beseech you to accept of my hearty thankfulness 
for all your goodness towards me, who am. 
Your Ladyship's 

Most humble, most faithful, 

And most obedient servant, 

S. Patrick. 

Maj, 1684, 

LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZ WILLIAM.* 

Woborne Abby, May 24, — 84. 
Let this, good Doctor, acknowledge the favor of your ex- 
cellent letter, writ the Tth of this month ; I have not yet had 

Baid; **I really fear if I had been a man I should have disobeyed my 
father, for she was both beautiful and good." — MS. Letters at Wobum 
Abbey. 
^ From the ori^al in the collection of the Duke of Devonshire. 
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the oceasion <d profidng ss I hope to do, from the imrtnioliou 
in it, in the time I expect to spend at StraUxm ; that joomej 
being delayed first by the lawyers, and next, which wonld hay* 
done it, however, by the death of Lady Bedford. I wonld not 
choose to leave a good man nnder a new oppression of sorrow, 
that has been and is so very tender to me. He is a stronger 
Christian, and, therefore, does his duty in all trials better thaji 
I can do ; yet, since I may maintain there is no comparison in 
onr losses, though it is, I can easily believe, difficult parting 
from a friend one has lived easily with near My years. Yet 
when it falls away, like ripe fruit that must be gathered, or if 
it remain hanging some time longer must become insignificant, 
sure it wants the aggravations of mine ever to be lamented 
calamity. But I must not, you tell me, give way or too mucb 
time, to muse, or rather to be astonished at what has happened 
to me. I do, and truly think do so sincerdy. God's " will be 
done in earth as it is in heaven," but the Interruption I find 
is — ^was this his determination — had we not a free choice 7 yes 
sure we had, but it is as sure he permitted it, and there I must 
rest, and meekly submit to this most heavy dispensation. I do 
confess, and fear I have not thankfulness only for the blessings 
I have yet remaining, as if I could relish nothing but without 
that sharer of my joys and sorrows ; but I pray I may, and in 
God's own time, shall be heard : he will not suffer the eye that 
waits on him to fail, and though he kill me, I will trust in him. 
My Lady Gainsborough tells me they are all to be at Ando- 
ver this month, and I hear my Lady Northampton and Dursey 
goes. She must contrive mightily to lodge them all. We have 
it, as news, my nephew and Miss Worsley will make a match. 
I shall not wonder if he likes her, for she is a fine girl, truly. 
I have not fixed my time, being . once unfixed, yet I have fed 
my fancy with seeing this place, and believe I should be the 
easier after it. I took the opportunity of seeing another* lately 
(with those who performed the last solemnity to their dead 

1 Chenies, in the church of which her husband was deposited amongst 
the remains of his ancestors. 
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mother) whieh I hid as much bent my thonghts upon ; thongli 
I concealed them till just I went to do it, which was aboat a 
week before I did. I told Lord Bedford my resolve, bat as 
one f coiild not be diverted from, had ever designed it my first 
visit, so designing for Stratton the week after, went there a 
few days before it. I think in two days after I told him uid 
afflicted him, the thought I would do it ; she grew worse, so 
foresecmf^ what would happen, I deferred it; but I have ac- 
complished it, and am not the worse, ibaving satisfied my long- 
ing mind, and that is a little ease, such degrees as I must look 
for, I had some business there, for that to me precious and 
delicious friend desired I would make a little monument^ for 
usj and 1 had never seen the place ; had set a day to do it with 
him not three months before he was carried thither, but prevented 
by the boy's illness. I must conclude abruptly or not at all, 
while I bave paper to write one, but I will use no more of this 
than to sign myself your sad but sincere friend. 

For my much-esteemed fHend, Dr. Fitiwllliam, 
nt Cottenham, near Cambridge. 

LeiLTe this at the Black Bear, in Cambridge, to be 
Bent as above directed. Cambridge. 



LADY EUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

T HAVE received yours, good Doctor, writ on St. Bamabas's 
day, and must o,wn, that although in those years my unprofit- 
able life has been preserved, in this vain and wicked world, I 
have been made acquainted with many sad and mortifying 
events ; yet, I am too sure that great work of real mortifica- 
tion to the over-much love to, and expectation from creatures, 
ig m very imperfectly wrought in me to this day, that I ever 
need sudi instructions as shall help to wean me from binding 
up my life and content in them, though in the best of creatures 

1 One monument in the style of the period is erected to the memory 
of thi fijat Duke and hia son Lord Russell. 
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in tkeir beet estate : mid rerj yerretm H k in me towmrdi mj 
heayenly Father, if I do secret^ repine at his dispensing to 
me that which mj corrupt nature makes so necessary f<^ me ; 
but it must be his free effectual grace that must perfect the 
work. He has called me to different encounters, and thereby 
invites me to stir up that grace he has put into my heart, a&d 
known to be so by hikn, though not by myself, or I should not 
be so tried ; that power who pennits, if not app<Hnt8 what I 
endure, having said, we shall not be tempted above what we 
are able to bear. He has been pitifal to my small grace, and 
removed a threatened blow, wMch must have quickened my 
sorrows, if not added to them, the loss of my poor boy. 1I» 
has been ill, and Qod has let me see the folly of my imagina- 
tions, which made me apt to conclude I had nothing left, the 
deprivation of which could be matter of mudi anguish, or its 
possession of any considerable refreshment. I have felt the 
^ftlseness of the first notion, for I know not how to part, witt 
tolerable ease, from the little creature. I desire to do so of 
the second, and that my thankfidness for the real blessing of 
these children may refresh my laboring, weary mind, with some 
joy lUEid satisfaction, at least in my endeavors to do that part 
towards them, their most dear and tender father would not 
have omitted. And which, if successful, though early made 
unfortunate, may conduce to their happiness for the time to 
come here and hereafter. When I have done this piece of 
duty to my best friend and them, how gladly would I lie down 
by that beloved dust I lately went to visit (that is the case 
that holds it). It is a satisfaction to me you did not disprove 
of what I did in it, as some do that it seems have heard of it, 
though I never mentioned it to any besides yourself. 

Doctor, I had considered, I went not to seek the living 
among the dead; I knew I should not see him any more 
wherever I went, and had made a covenant with myself, not to 
break out in unreasonable fruitless passion, but quicken my 
contemplation whither the nobler part was fled, to a country 
afar off, where no earthly power bears any sway, nor can put 

10* 
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an €nd to a bappj sodetj ; there I would wiUiiiglj be, bnt we 
must sot limit onr time : I hope to wait without impatiency. 

As to the information yon require, it is not in my power to 
be panctual. I reckon my first and chief business is my at- 
tendance to these children, that is, their persons; and, till I 
gee the boy in full strength, I dare not leave him, though but 
for one fortnight. I had fixed on the 20th of May, and firom 
that time to this, good Lady Shaftesbury has been in a con- 
stant expectation to be summoned to meet me there, but Lady 
Bedford's death, and then the child, has kept me yet in this 
place. He has three teeth to cut, and till they be, I am apt 
to think, he will hardly recover full strength : they may do so 
in a week ; it may be not in a month, as the wise folks say. 
This is the chief of my uncertainty ; then indeed I depend on 
the conveniency (which I suit my journey to) of a gentleman, 
who hast most kindly and helpfully assisted me, by following 
my business for me, and whom I have engaged (as finding it 
almost necessary) to my affairs, one Mr. Hoskins;* I grew 
first acquainted with him at Lord Shaftesbury's, who used to 
call him cousin ; he is a very worthy and ingenious man. Now 
he nsea to drink Tunbridge waters, therefore I have sent to 
him if he chooses to do so, not to alter his course, for I can 
defer, as I have done, till he has performed it. So you see my 
uDcerlaiiities, but as soon as I am fixed you shall be sure to 
kuow it, as hastily as I can send the notice. Being more cer- 
tain of the other proposition you offer me concerning a charity, 
what I will do in it, I answer to it more positively, Yes, I will, 
Sir, 

If you hear how Watkins has provided for himself, you will 
be satisfied I have not been injurious to him at all ; I am 
within a few days made acquainted he goes to Lord Campden. 
He has given me notice a good while, that at Midsummer I 

* John Hoskins, co. Middlesex, Esq. He died several years before 
Lady EuBselL He left an only daughter Catherine, who married in 1718 
William, third Duke of Devonshire, Lady Russell's grandson. 
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fl^old be provided, but really I did not guess where ; he did 
not want my assistance to recommend him, and it seems Lord 
Gampden was disposed it should be a secret, and so it was to 
me. I take it not ill from him, because I suppose he is not 
acquainted with the usual way of respectful proceeding in such 
cases. I wish, if he means to govern himself in so close a way, 
that he does no worse in greater matters, for I believe he will 
be an honest servant. 

I have made this letter so long it is high time to break off, 
but first I must recommend my wants to your retirements, more 
than ordinary at the return of that time of year my miserable 
days had a beginning ; which, though I suffer to slide away 
as easily as I can, yet I mistrust I shall not be able to pass, 
without reflecting what my dismal employment on them was. 
I am, good Doctor, 
With great truth, though great moumfulness. 

Your faithful friend and servant. 

W9bome Abbey, June, 1684. 

La4y Northampton writes me word she is going to Chilten ; 
it seems they have left Titchfield with my Lady Gainsborough's 
great good- will. She must have great skill to make Chilten 
hold them all. 



EARL OF BEDFORD TO LADY RUSSELL.* 

Wobom, this 7th July, 1684. 

Dearest Daughter — 

There is nothing in this world can come so welcome to me, 
as to hear of increase of hopes, that God Almighty will be so 
infinitely good and gracious unto me, as to give unto my fer- 
vent prayers that dear child, which if it be his good and plea- 
sure to grant to so unworthy a creature as I am, I shall look 
upon it all the days of my life as the greatest temporal blessing 

> From Miss Berry's Memoir. 
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cau be bestowed npon me, and that will sopplj and make mp 
in ft gro^t measure the other great afflictions and crosses he 
hus bi.eu pleased to lay npon me. Dear daughter, I look npon 
it as B ^ood sign the holding np of his head, that the hnmor is 
goue, which I believe was the canse of the hanging down of 
his head. I pray Christ Jesns to give' snch a blessing nnto 
the meatiB, that I may hare every day more and more hopes of 
seeing that day of rejoicing, in enjoying your company and his 
here again, which is the constant and fervent prayer of my soul 
nnto mj gracions God. 

* * * * ♦ 

So, hoping to hear of some comfortfible tidings by the bearer 
of that dear little one, being full of prayers and fears for him 
and yon, I rest with all the kindness in the world, which I am 
sure I shall do to my last breath. 

Your most affectionate 

Father and Friend 

to command, 

Bedford. 

My dear love and blessing to my dear boy and Mrs. Rachael. 
I am much cheered with Mrs. Karterine's company: she is 
of Ut] with me, and looks very well. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

The last letter I writ to yon, good Doctor, was upon the 21st 
July ; and I find yours dated the 26th ; so I conclude you had 
not read mine. If you have not, yours is the kinder, since I 
find you had entertained a memory of that return of time my 
suffer! ugs in this sad and dismal year began ; and which, in- 
deed, I L'ould not pass but with some more than usual solemnity ; 
yet I hope I took the best arts I could to convert my anguish 
into advantages, and force away from my thoughts those terri- 
ble representations they would raise (at such time especially) 
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upon me ; bnt I was so large io my discourse then, that it 

being' possible it may have lighted into your hands before thia 
does, I will not be ever repeating either my own ead story, or 
my own weak behavior under it ; but rather epealt to the ques- 
tion yoo would be auBwered iu, when I design for Btratton, or 
whether not at all ? Truly^ I cannot tell you which j since I 
move but as I am convinced is best in reference to my boy^ at 
present, with the care of his sister, the only worldly business I 
have in this perishing world.* Yon bear I am at Totteridge/ 
and why I came thither, and soon will know I wanted the 
auxiliaries you took care to send me : sure I did so ] but it 
hath pleased the Author of aJl Mercies to give rae some glimpse 
and ray of his compassions in this dark day of my calamity, the 
child being exceedingly better 5 and I trust no secret murmur 
or discontent at what I have felt, and must still do, shall pro- 
voke my God to repeat those threateninga of making yet more - 
bitter tliat cup I have drank so deeply out of j but as a quiet 
submission is required under all the various methods of Divine 
Providence, I trust I shall be so supported, that thotigh unfit 
thoughts may haunt me, they shall not break in importunately 
upon mej nor will I break off that bandage time will lay over 
my wound. To them that seek the Lord his mercies are re- 
newed every morning: with all my strength to him I will seek j 
and though be kill me I will trust in them ; my hopes arc not 
of this world ; I can never more recover pleasure here -, but 
more durable joys I shall obtain, if I persevere to the end of a 
short life. 

I do congratulate your expectations, they being sure well 
grounded j but I wonder a little you should hesitate whether 
or no to be hovering thereabouts till the issue is ascertained. 

* Lady RaaseU's cbUciren woi^ Wriotliesley, Rachel, and Catherine, 

* Totteridge, on the h orders of Middlesex and Hertfonkliire ; Lady 
K&chel resided here for a short time after Lord Bussell's d&nth : poaaibly 
in the house of Francis Charlton^ Esq.^ whose name ooonris in these let- 
ters— be i?as sufipected of being concerned in the Duke <if Monmouth's 
r^beUioQ. 



[ 



Digitized by 



Google 



118 



LADT RU88ILL TO 



[1684. 



If yoQ do not, I h<^ yoa will not baulk Totteridge if I am 
here, which I do not intend a day longer than the Doctor thinks 
it best. He is not averse to giying him a taste of Stratton air; 
but it was only touched npon the last day of his being here; it 
is BO much further from the Doctor, and the Court will so quickly 
go to Winchester (when I am sure you will not think it fit I 
ehoaM be there) that I think it more likely I shall let it alone. 
If I go at all, it 'must be suddenly; when I see the Doctor 
next, T will resolve ; and wherever I am, and in all conditions, 
ftincerely continue, 

Good Doctor, 

Your affectionate friend and servant. 
Augurt 3, 1684. 

I conclude the good Bishop^ is well, because you say nothing 
to the contrary. I am glad of it. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

At my return from Totteridge, I did resolve one of my 
first DKcrcises of this nature should be to you : why it was not 
BO, Mr, Taylor might have told you : I desired he would : it 
was hh coming to you : and I judged the entertainment of him 
would be a better diversion to you, than a letter from me ; so 
I deferred it till his return. Whether the report you had, just 
at parting ffiom him, of the good Bishop of Winchester's* pro- 
bably hastening to the end of his race, which, without doubt, 

I JIoHoy, Bishop of Winchester, with whom Dr. Fitzwilliam appears 
to have been very intimate. 

" Morley, Bishop of Winchester, died 1684. " A very eminent man, 
nealons ugainst Popery, and yet a great enemy to Dissenters, with a consi- 
derable share of learning, and great vivacity of thought/' Speaker On- 
aloWf in the note to the new edition, says: *< That his public benefactions 
amouutod to above 40,0002. He left but a smaU estate to his family, 
conskieriiig what he might have done for them.'* — ^Burnet, vol. iL p. 428. 
Oat, 1B23. 
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he win finish with joy, has called you sooner from your habita- 
tion than you meant, I know not : it may make this matter the 
shorter, but not prevent my best thanks offered for yours of 13th 
August, and for anything I remember, the 3d also : but if the 
last was acknowledged before, I am in no error to do it twice ; 
yours all merit, every one of them, the acknowledgment of my 
whole life. As they help to slide comfortably away sad hours, 
so I persuade myself the consequence will be profitable through 
my whole life, how long soever the Disposer of all things per- 
mits it to last ; that it will have an end, every day presents us 
a convincing argument, by the death of some acquaintance 
very often, if not a friend : Hien, what the raging war devours 
is matter of deep meditation, and more amazing than I will 
discourse of in this paper. But to me death hath: come so 
near as to fetch a portion from my very heart, and by it caJls 
on me to prepare against the second death, from which, by the 
merits of a great and merciful Redeemer, I hope my best friend 
is delivered ; and having a reasonable ground for this hope, it 
is unaccountable why I must ever lament what I valued as my 
own soul is past all the difficulties of this narrow passage. 

I find you have submitted to great mourning for th^ depriva- 
tion of a very dear friend, tlK>ugh you are nK>re a conqueror 
than I, in the lifting yourself out of such depressions as my 
weak nature has suffered itself to be plunged into ; but we are 
not all made to be strong alike, a^d I one of the meanest of 
God's creatures every way: yet it is his good pleasure I should 
be singled out in a calamity. All I have to do is to suffer his 
good and holy will, and I shall be exalted in due time, though 
not as Job, yet with divine comfort here, and joy hereafter. It 
is so gratefril to my afflicted mind to run on thus, where I am 
free, that I doubt I give you true cause to wish I would use 
you less like a friend. I am sure I intended nothing like this 
when I took my pen to write, but in a short letter to acquaint 
you with what I have not yet touched on — my resolve to try 
that desolate habitation of mine at London this winter. The 
doctor agrees it is the best place for my boy, and I have no 
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argument to balance that, nor could take the resolution to see 
London till that was urged; but by God's permission I will 
try Low I can endure that place, in thought a place of terror 
to me : but I know if sorrow had not another root, that will 
TaaiEih in a few days. Now, Doctor, as soon I had formed, or 
rather enbmitted to this advice, which was but just as I left 
Tottcrld^e (for I hastened hither upon it, that Lord Bedford 
might have some weeks of comfort in the child before I took 
him from him) I took into my thought how the chapel should 
be supplied — so short a warning as I had given myself could 
never set ure my being supplied as I desire ; and I considered 
one of your order is not to be used as other domestics,* so 
that if unhappily I should have entertained one not agreeable 
to me, it would have been hard to have relieved myself; so I 
lighted on this expedient : To invite an old acquaintance of 
yonrs to pass this winter with me, and if her husband, Mr. 
Hanbnry, could dispense for some weeks with officiating him- 
self at Botley, I would be willing he should supply my chapel ; 
being ut present unprovided; so I give myself this approaching 
winter to fix. I am sure he is conforming enough, and it will 
not be difficult to any if willing, to act that prudent part I 
formerly hinted, and at which you seemed almost to have some 
objections against ; but I leave that for a discourse. I do not 
purpose a removal till the end of this month, if the child con- 
tmues BO very well as he is, and the weather be tolerable. My 
Lord Gainsborough and my Lady have invited themselves to 
great honors from the Court. My Lady writes me word, the 
charge seems to fright my Lord (at present) against another 
year. I admire her conduct to manage all that company at 
Chiltea, I hear my Lady Digby" is safely laid of a girl ; the 

' Mr. Maeaulay's account of the treatment of the clergy at this period 
is well kncnrn in his interesting chapter on the state of England on the 
death of Cliiirles II. Lady Russell appears to have had a right sense of 
the miinner in which they should be received. 

* FrancsB^ eldest daughter of Edward Noel, Earl of Gainsborough, 
married William, fifth Baron Digby, Peerage of Ireland; 
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Bex caB be no dieappoititment to them, Hkelj to have so many. 

I hope they are a very happy couple; then, I believe she doea 

not regret the opportunity of being made a courtie? . 

The constant uneasy hurry I was in at Totteridge (which a 

little matter is cause of to so broken a mind as mine) made me 
I forget to Bend the money for your poor children us I appointed ; 

' and since it is so^ unless you order other, I will now delay the 

' doing it till wo meet^ or I hear you are at London. In aU 

' places I am, good Doctor, 

I Your assured friend to serve you 

I Under all my sadness. 

I Oot 1, 1684 



LADY SUSSELL TO DB, FITZWILUAH. 

I HAVE very lately received one of yours from London, and 

had one also from Cotenham since I wrote ; but I had meaanred 

' yonr time to be at London so near, that I would not send a 

' sad, dull paper to wander np and dowu, as some did when you 

[ was at Farnham with the good Biahop/ whose present state 

[ you do in such a manner describe, as makes me feel at the 

reading (though it is not the first time neither) a lightsomeness 

I am not used to, and by a kind of reflex-act, make it my own 

* in prospect. The consideration of the other world is not only 
^ a very great ^ but (in my amaU judgment) the only support under 
I the greatest of afflictions that can befall us here ; the enlivening 
' heat of those glories are sufficient to animate and refresh ub in 

* our dark passage through this world j and though I am below 
' the meanest of God^s servants, that have not in the least degree 
' llyed answerable to those opportunities I have had, yet my 
I Mediator is my judge ^ and he will not despise weak heginnings, 

thongh there be more smoke than flame. He will help us in 
believing ; and though he suffers us to be cast down, will not 
cast those off who commit their cause to him. 



* Morley, Bishop of Winchester. 
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I have, yoa find, Sir, lingered ont my time here ; and I think 
none will wonder at it, that will reflect the place I am going 
to remove to was the scene of so mnch lasting sorrow to me, 
and where I acted so unsuccessful a part for the preservation 
of a life, I could sure have laid down mine to have had conti- 
nued. It was. Doctor, an inestimable treasure I did lose, and 
with whom I had lived in the highest pitch of this world's feli- 
city. But I must remember I have a better friend, a more 
abiding, whom I desire with an inflamed heart to know, not 
alone as good in a way of profit, but amiable in a way of ex- 
cellency ; then, spiritual joy will grapple with earthly griefs, 
and so far overcome as to give some tranquillity to a mind so 
tossed to and fro, as mine has been with the evils of this life : 
yet I have but the experience of short moments of this desirable 
temper, and fear to have fewer when I first come to that deso- 
late habitation and place, where so many several passions will 
assault me ; but having so many months mourned the substance, 
I think (by God'g assistance) the shadows will not sink me. 
To one so lately arrived at London, and engaged, as I know 
you to be, I am too tedious, for one who desires always to 
approve herself, good Doctor, 

Your faithful friend and servant. 

Wobome Abby, 17 Nov. 1684. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 
j 

i You pursue, good Doctor, all ways of promoting comfort to 

my aflflicted mind, and will encourage me to think the better of 



myself, for that better temper of mind you judge you found me 

i 1 1 j in, when you so kindly gave me a week of your time in London. 

I You are highly in the right, that as quick a sense as sharpness 

I 1 on the one hand, and tenderness on the other, can cause, I 

\ labor under, and shall, I believe to the end of my life, so emi- 

nently unfortunate in the close of it. 

J i I But I strive to reflect how large my portion of good things 
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haa been ; and though they are passed away no more to re- 
tarn, yet I have a pleassaiit work to do, dresa up my eoal for 
my desired change, and fit it for the converse of angels and the 
spirits of jast men made perfect ; amongst whom mj hope is 
my loTed Lord is one ; and my often repeated prayer to my 
God is, that if I have a reasonable groand for that hope, it 
may give a refreshment to my poor soul. 

Do not press yourself, Sir, too greatly in seeking my adTart- 
tage, bnt when yonr papers do come, I expect and hope they 
will prove such. The accidents of every day tell ne of what a 
tottering clay onr bodies are made. Yonth nor beauty, great- 
ness nor wealth, can prop it up. If it conld, the Lady Ossoiy 
had not so early left this world ; she died (as an express ac- 
quainted her father this morning) on Sunday last of a flux and 
miBcarrying. I heard also this day of a kinsman that is gone ; 
a few years ago I should have had a more concerned sense for 
Sir Thomas Yemon ^* liis nnitness (as I doubt) I do lament 
indeed. 

Thus I treat you, as I am myself, with objects of mortifica- 
tion ; but you want none such in your solitude, and I being 
nn pro Tided of other, will leave you to your own thoughts, and 
ever continnep 

Sir, your obliged servant. 

Jan. 13, 1684^. 

My neighbors and tenants are under some distress, being 
questioned about accounts, and several leaves found torn ont 
of the books, so that Kingdome and Trant offered iO^OOOJ. 
for atonement ; but having confessed two more were privy to 
this cutting out leaves, the Xing will have them discovered. 
Till Monday tlicy have time given them. You had given Lady 
Julian one of those books. 

' Probalily, Sir Thomas Yemon of TTodDet, co. Salop, so creattui J^ly 
22, 1660. The title became extmet, 1726. lie waa on the jury against 
Sir Sttmuel Bamardistonj tried for writing some lettore otFenBiTe to the 
King. 
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LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

T RECEiVBD your letter and papers inclosed, and I desire, 
good Doctor, you would receive my thanks for both, in par- 
tic alar that part concerns my immediate wants; and for the 
other yoQ would give me the first sight of, and then the office 
of delivering it to others ; which I did faithfully as you di- 
rected, and could not but receive an equal approbation. As 
yoa are kind in believing what thoughts I had entertained of 
you, so I assure you, you are but just in it. And I wish from 
jny aoal I may keep as steadfast to the truth, as I believe you 
intend to do : and as I doubt not that your strength will fail, 
so pray mine may be as firm under all trials our heavenly Fa- 
ther may permit us to fall, but not sink under I trust. Man 
passeth away, but the truth of God endureth for ever. The 
saddest state to a good soul will one day end in rest. This is 
my best comfort, and a greater we cannot have, yet the degree 
is raised, when we consider we shall not only rest, but live in 
regions of unspeakable bliss. This should lead us sweetly 
through the dark passage of the world ; and suffer us to start 
at nothing we either meet, or our fears suggest may happen to 
us, I am sorry my sister Alington will not dispose herself to 
receive your compassionate visit. Pray God comfort her with 
his Spirit working in her heart, that she may evidence to her 
soul she is bettered by aflliction. After the first changes fol- 
lomng our great one, all is silent ; your friends are the rising 
men; Lord Ormond intends to be at sea by 10th March, but 
who goes I hear not. It is now in justices hands, the Chan- 
cellor and a Lord Granard.* Lord Campden is gone this day 
to Hampshire. Most are moving about elections. God direct 
the spirits of all men in so difficult a time as this. My Lord 
Gainsborough told me to-day he is bespoke to give Lady Mary 
Compton in marriage to the Lord Dorset, and about ten days 
heuce he goes to Titchfield. His son will be housekeeper, he 

I James Butler, Duke of Ormond. James Forbes, Earl of Granard. 
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says, which I was sorry to hear, but I must submit to sorrows 
of all degrees, with as much of that excellent virtue of patience 
you recommend, and with so pious a zeal, as I can attain, who 
am, 

Doctor, very sincerely. 

Your friend and servant. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLLAM. 

Never shall I, good Doctor, I hope, forget your work (as 
I may term it) of labor and love, so instructive and comfortable 
do I find it, that at any time, when I have read any of your 
papers, I feel a heat within me to be repeating my thanks to 
you anew, which is all I can do towards the discharge of a debt 
you have engaged me in ; and though nobody loves more than 
I to stand free from engagements I cannot answer, yet I do 
not wish for it here ; I would have it as it is ; and although I 
have the present advantage, you will have the future reward ; 
and if I can truly reap what I know you design me by it, a 
religious and quiet submission to all providences, I am assured 
you will esteem to have attained it here in some measure. Never 
could you more seasonably have fed me with such discourses, 
and left me with expectations of new repasts, in a more season- 
able time, than these my miserable months, and in those this 
very week in which I have lived over again that fatal day that 
determined what fell out a week after, and that has given me 
so long and so bitter a time of sorrow. But God has a com- 
pass in his providences, that is out of our reach, and as he is 
all good and wise, that consideration should in reason slacken 
the fierce rages of grief. But sure. Doctor, it is the nature 
of sorrow to lay hold on all things which give a new ferment 
to it, then how could I choose but feel it in a time of so much 
confusion as these last weeks have been, closing so tragically 
as they have done ; and sure never any poor creature, for two 
whole years together, has had more awakersto quicken and re- 

11* 
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Tive the anguish of Ha sonl tlum I hare had ; jet I hope I do 
most truly desire that nothing maj be so bitter to me, as to 
ikmk thai I have in the least offended thee, O my God! and 
that tio thing may be so maryelloas in my ey^s as the exceed* 
log toTe of my Lord Jesns ; that heaven being my aim, and the 
longing expectations of my sonl, I may go through honor and 
dishonor, irood report and bad report, prosperity and adversity, 
with some evenness of mind. The inspiring me with these 
desires is, t hope, a token of his never-failing love towards me, 
thongh ^n nnthankful creature for all the good things I have 
enjoyed^ and do still in the lives of hopeful children by so be- 
loved a husband. God has restored me my little girl ; the 
surg^^on gays she will do well. I should now hasten to give 
them the advantage of the country air, but am detained by the 
warning to see my uncle Ruvigny here, who comes to me ; so 
I know not how to quit my house till I have received him, at 
least into it ; he is upon his journey. 

My Lady Gainsborough came to this town last night, and I 
doubt found neither her own daughter* nor Lady Jane in a 
good condition of health. I had carried a surgeon on the 
day before to let my niece blood, by Dr. Lower's direction,* 
who could not attend, by reason my Lord Radnor* lay in ex- 
tremity, and he was last night past hopes. My niece's com- 
plaint IS a neglected cold, and he fears her to be something 
hectic, bnt I hope youth will struggle and overcome ; they are 
children whose least concerns touch me to the quick ; their 
mother was a delicious friend ; sure nobody has enjoyed more 
pleasure in the conversations and tender kindnesses of a hus- 

' Married Lord Digby. 

* A celebrated physician. Lord Dover, in his note in the ** ElUs Cor- 
i^Bpondencc,'* vol. ii. p. 70, says: " His practice had been at one time 
jMOt eiteiiaire, but had declined during the latter years of his life, in 
fionsequence of his being out of favor at Court, by reason of his Whig 
pximsipka." 

■ John, created in 1679 Viscount Bodmin, and Earl of Radnor, died 
168&. 
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bud and a sktor than myself, yet how apt an I to be feetfdl 
that I most not still do so 1 but I most follow that which leems 
to be the will of God, how unacceptable Boever it may be to 
me. I must stop, for if I let my pen ran on I know not where 
it will end. 

I am, good Doctor, 

With great futhfdlness, 
Your affectionate friend to serve yon. 
Southampton House, July 17, 1685. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

You cannot make so great a mistake, good Doctor, I know, 
as not to be assured I accept most kindly every method yon 
take for the disposing my sad heart to be submissively content 
with my portion here ; and then to revive it to some thankful 
temper by various reflections. I do not resist so foolishly as 
to say they are not proper ones ; I can discern bo justly as to 
know you do not err. Doctor, in the manner of magnifying 
your charitable respect, nor in the design nor prosecution of 
it ; the virtue you chiefly reconmiend to practice is so beauti- 
fully set forth, it is as a burning shining light, and one is will- 
ing to live with that light. But my languishing weary spirit 
rises up slowly to all good ; yet I hope by God's abundant 
grace, in time your labors will work the same effect in my 
spirit ; they will indeed in less time on others better disposed 
and prepared than I am, who in the day of affliction seem to 
have no remembrance, with due thankfulness of prosperity. 
Your papers sure, Sir, are rarely fitted for the use of all strug- 
gling under the burthen of sin or sorrow, though by a singular 
and particular charity composed for my lamentable calamity, 
and as seasonably is this new supply come as is possible, for its 
first perusal by me. Since I unsealed your packet this very 
morning, the 2Ist July, a day of bitterness indeed, I seasoned 
the first minutes of retirement, I allotted on this day for prayer 
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and moimiiigy with reading th^n, and made a stop for some 
time on those lines — " We may secnrely depend on the truth 
of Ood's promises, to this purpose, that a seed-time of tears 
diall befoUowed by a plenteous harvest of joys." It is a sound 
I must hereafter be a stranger to, in my pilgrimage here, but 
that it shall one day belong to me is a contemplation of great 
comfort, and I bless Ood it is so ; I must not in lowliness of 
mind deny the grace I sometimes feel, though faint are my best 
thoughts and performances as I am sensible. 

So willing I am to hearken to arguments of consolation, and 
80 convinced that yours are strong, that though the phrase 
seemed odd I read in your letter, that you would try to draw 
comfort to me from the cause of my sorrow, and administer it 
from the very calamity I feel ; yet I did with much eagerness 
read on, and must acquiesce in much of it with you. You 
imagine that these late confusions have afforded matter of 
tumultuous devouring thoughts, and though not so well di- 
gested as they are in your letter, yet every claijse in it I have 
tossed up and down. 

And now. Doctor, I take this late wild attempt^ to be a new 

' Duke of Monmouth's rebellion. Among the MSS. at Wobum Abbey 
there is a copy of a letter from the unfortunate Duke, signed James R. 
"To our trusty and well beloyed cousin and counsellor, Christopher Lord 
Duke of Albemarle,'' requiring him to bring in the troops under his com- 
mand, and raised in opposition to us and our royal authority, and imme- 
diately repair to our camp, where you shall not fail of eyery kind and 
hearty reception. The answer of the Duke is sadly mutilated. The 
following is all that can be deciphered : — 

" I received your letter and do not doubt .... use me very kindly 
if you had me ... . have given yourself the trouble of inviting .... 
is to let you know I never was, or never .... Rebel to my lawful 
King, who is James the ... . brother to my late dear master, King 
James .... Charles the Second, if you think I am in the wrong and 
yourself in the right, whenever we meet I doubt not the justice of my 
cause will sufl&ciently convince you that you had better have left this re- 
bellion alone, and not have put yourself to such trouble. 

<<Albemablb. 

" For James Scott, late Duke of Monmouth." 
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project, not depending on, or being linked & tbe least to anjr 
fonner design, if there was then any real one, which I am satis- 
fied was not no more than (my own Lord confessed) talk. And 
it is possible that talk going so far as to consider, if a remedy 
to supposed evils might be sought, how it could be found f but 
as I was saying, if all this late attempt was entirely new, yet 
the suspicion my Lord must have laid under would have been 
great ; and some other circumstimces I do confess must have 
made his part a hard one. So that from the deceitfulness <^ 
the heart, or want of true sight in the directive faculty, what 
would have followed God only knows. From the frailty of the 
will I should have feared but little evil ; for be had so just a 
soul, so firm, so good, he could not warp from such principles 
that were so, unless misguided by bis understanding, and that 
his own, not another's ; for I dare say, as he could discern, be 
never went into anything considerable, upon the mere submis- 
sion to any one's particular judgment. Now his own, I know 
he could never have framed to have thought well of the late 
actings, and therefore most probably must have sat loose from 
them. But I am afraid his excellent heart, had he lived, would 
have been often pierced from the time his life was taken 
away to this. On the other hand, having, I trust, a reasonable 
ground of hope he has found those mercies, he died with a 
cheerful persuasion he should, there is no reason to mourn my 
loss, when that soul I love so well lives in felicities, and shall 
do so to all eternity. This I know in reason should be my 
cure ; but flesh and blood in this mixed state is such a slave to 
sense, the memory how I have lived, and how (as I think) I 

In the same collection is a copy of Lord Ormond's letter to the Earl of 
Bedford, describing Monmouth's attempt, and its wickedness, and " who 
will not have many days to revolve and repent his crimes, and to consider 
from what happiness and to what misery he has brought himself and his 
innocent wife and children, a sad instance of the uncertainty of things in 
this world, and of the desperate and deplorable condition of man when 
abandoned by God, and left to the corruption of his own nature and dis- 
ordinate passions.^' 
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miut erer do for tiie time to come, does so prerafl and weaken 
my most Christian resolyes, that I cannot act the part that 
mere philosophy, as yon set down many instances, enabled 
many to an appearance of easiness, for I yerily belieye they 
had no more than me, bnt yainly affected it. As I began the 
day with your letter and the sheets of discourse both inclosed 
in one paper, so I conclude it with some prayers you formerly 
assigted me with. Thus, Doctor, you see you have a special 
right to those prayers you are pleased I should present for the 
same effect on your spirit, if a portion of suffering should be 
your' lot, as you now wish on mine, which, after my poor 
fashion, I will not be wanting in, that am. 

Sir, 
Your obliged faithful friend and servant. 
Boathampton House, Julj 21, 1685. 



M. DE RUVIGNY TO THE KING.* 

Sept 1685. 

Sire — 

Puis ^ue par une funeste accident je ne dois pas me presenter 
deyant Yotre maiestie j'espere qu'elle aura la bont^ de me par- 
donner si ie prends la liberty de Iny ecrire ; ie le fais avec un 
profond respect pour rendre encore une fois a Totre maiestie 
mes tres humble actions de graces dn favorable traitement que 
i'en ay re9ue, et pour la supplier en toute humility de croire, 
que ie n'ay rien presume de moy mesme lorsqn' avec sa per- 
mission ie I'ay entretenue sur le suiet de M. Russell ; qui suis 
ie ? et quels services ai ie rendues pour m'imaginer de pouvoir 
obtenir de vostre maiestie une grace de la nature de celle que 
i'ay eu Phonneur de luy demander ? Sire ie Pay demande ap- ' 
puie seulement sur la consideration que vous aves pour la me- 
moire d'un grand Chauvelier et d'un grand tresorier du feu roy 

* Copy indorsed by Lady Rachel : " My uncle RuTigny*s letter to the 
Kin«;, just before he left England, about September 28, 1685." 
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Yotre frere, et pour celny de Totre maiestie aYoient si etroite- 
ment nnies, ie Pay encore demand^, etant persuade q'nne action 
de votriB clemisnce en faveur d'nne femme et d'on enfant de 
qaatre ans, pouvoit produire dans Pesprit du monde des e£fectes 
capables de convertir beaacoap de gens, qni peat etre n'ont 
pas encore toute Paflfection et toute la fidelity qa'elles doiyent 
a Yostre maiestie; ce sont la, Sire, les veritable motifs qni 
m'ont pouss6 de vous parler d'ane personne dont le merite ne 
vous est pas incognue ; i'espere sire de vostre iustice que vous 
ne me croires pas capable d'ane si sotte presumption qui me 
rendroit indigne de Phonneur de vostre bienveillance, et que 
vous aurez la bont6 de vous resouvenir que ie suis, avec tout 
le respect et toute la passion imaginable, 

Sire, 
De vostre maiestie le tres humble, 

&c. &c. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

Now I know where to find you, good Doctor (which I do 
by your letter writ at my cousin Spencer's), you must be sure 
to hear from her who is still not ashamed to be on the receiv- 
ing hand with you. God has given you the abilities and op- 
portunity for it, and not to me ; and what am I, that I should 
say. Why is it not otherwise ? — No, I do not, nor do I grudge 
or envy you the pious and ingenious pleasure you have in it ^ 
my part in this world is of another nature, and I thank you, 
Sir (but God must give you the recompense), you instruct me 
admirably how to qvercome, that I may once make application 
of the text, Kev. iii. 12,^ and raise such hopes as cannot mis- 

' *< Him that OYeroometh will I make a piUar in the temple of my God, 
and he shaU go no more out; and I will write upon him the name of mj 
God, and the name of the city of my God, which is New Jerusalem, which 
cometh down out of heaven from my God ; and I will write upon him my 
new name.'' 
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carry. The great thing is to aeqaiesce with all emeh heart to 
the good pleasure of God, who will prove us by the ways and 
dispensations He sees best, and when He will break ns to pieces 
we most be broken. Who can tell his works from the begin- 
ning to the end ? Bnt who can praise his mercies more than 
wretched I, that He has not cat me off in anger, who have 
taken his chastisements so heayily, not weighing his mercies in 
the midst of judgments ! The stroke was of the fiercest sure ; 
bnt had I not then a reasonable ground to hope that what I 
loved as I did my own soul, was raised from a prison to a 
throne? Was I not enabled to shut up my own sorrows that 
I increased not his sufferings by seeing mine ? How were my 
sinking spirits supported by the early compassions of excellent 
and wise Christians, without ceasing, admonishing me of my 
duty, instructing, reproTing, comforting mel You know. 
Doctor, I was not destitute; and I must acknowledge that 
many others like yourself, with deyout zeal and great charity, 
contributed to the gathering together my scattered spirits, and 
then subjecting them by reason to such a submission as I could 
obtain under so astonishing a calamity : and further. He has 
spared me hitherto the children of so excellent a friend, giving 
them hopeful understandings, and yet very tractable and sweet 
dispositions ; spared my life in usefulness I trust to them ; and 
being I am to linger in a world I can no more delight in, has 
given me a freedom from bodily pain to a degree I almost never 
knew, not so much as a strong fit of the headache have I felt 
since that miserable time, who used to be tormented with it 
very frequently. This calls for praises my dead heart is not 
exercised in, but I hope this is my infirmity ; I bewail it. He 
that took our nature, and felt our infirmities, knows the well- 
ness of my person, and the sharpness of my sorrows. 

I should not forget to mention. Sir, I did receive your pa- 
pers and a letter I never had the opportunity to tell you of, 
dated 13th August ; and another letter after that, where you 
write of your being in London within a fortnight ; so that 
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time slipping I know not where to find yon, nor how I came to 
let time do so. 

I know not if you have heard some nnwished-for accidents 
in my family have hurried me into new disorders. A young 
lady my uncle RuTigny brought with him falling ill of the 
smallpox, I first removed my children to Bedford House, then 
followed myself, for the quieting of my good uncle's mind, who 
would have it so : from thence I brought my little tribe down 
to Wobome, and when I heard how fatal the end was of the 
young lady's distemper, I returned myself to Bedford House 
to take my last leave (for so I take it to be) of as kind a rela- 
tion, and as zealous, tender a friend as ever anybody had. To 
my uncle and aunt their niece was an inexpressible loss, but to 
herself death was the contrary. She died (as most do) as she 
lived, a pattern to all who knew her. As her body grew weak, 
her faith and hope grew strong, comforting her comforters, and 
edifying all about her; ever magnifying the goodness of Ch)d, 
that she died in a country, where she could in peace give up 
her soul to Him that made it. What a glorious thing. Doctor, 
it is to live and die as sure as she did ! I heard my uncle and 
aunt say, that in seven years she had been with them, they never 
could tax her with a failure in her piety or worldly prudence, 
yet she had been roughly attacked, as the French Gazettes will 
tell you, if you have leisure to look over them now they are so 
many ; however, I keep them together, and so send them to 
you, who shall ever be gratified in what you ask from me, as a 
recompense of all your labors : it is a poor one indeed, the 
weak, unworthy prayers of 

Your very much obliged servant. 

Wobome Abbey, Oct 11, 1685. 

You say I may direct as I will about those papers now in my 
custody. I freely give my judgment, it is a great pity they 
should be hid like a candle under a bushel ; as they are piously 
designed, they will carry the more effectual blessing with them 
into the hearts of such in whose hands they fall ; and as I be- 
12 
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lieye it is an excellent discourse, why should it not serve to 
excellent purposes ? I could say more of my opinion concern- 
ing them, but truly methinks it is taking too much upon me ; 
my modesty interposes. 



LADY RUSSELL tO DR. FIT2WILLIAM. 

As you profess, good Doctor, to take pleasure in your writ- 
ings to me, from the testimony of a conscience, to forward my 
spiritual welfare, so do I to receive them as one to me of your 
friendship in both worldly and spiritual concernments : doing 
so, I need not waste my time nor yours to tell you they are very 
valuable to me. That you are so contented to read mine, I 
make the just allowance for ; not for the worthiness of them, I 
know it cannot be, but, however, it enables me to keep up an 
advantageous conversation without scruple of being too trou- 
blesome. Ton say some things sometimes, by which I should 
think you seasoned, or rather tainted with being so much where 
compliment or praising is best learned ; but I conclude that 
often what one heartily wishes to be in a friend, one is apt to 
believe is so. The effect is not naught towards me, whom it 
animates to have a true, not false, title to the least virtue you 
are disposed to attribute to me. Yet I am far from such a 
vigor of mind as surmounts the secret discontent so hard a 
destiny as mine has fixed in my breast ; but there are times the 
mind can hardly feel displeasure, as while such friendly con- 
versation entertaineth it ; then a grateful sense moves one to 
express the courtesy. 

If I could contemplate the conducts of Providences with the 
uses you do, it would give ease indeed, and no disastrous events 
should much affect us. The new scenes of each day make me 
often conclude myself very void of temper and reason, that I 
still shed tears of sorrow, and not of joy^ that so good a man 
is landed safe on the happy shore of a blessed eternity ; doubt* 
less he is at rest, though I find none without him, so true a 
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parkier be was in all my joys and griefs : I trust the Almighty 
will pass by this my infirmity ; I speak it in respect to the world, 
from whose enticing delights I can now be better weaned. I 
was too rich in possessions whilst I possessed him ; all relish 
now is gone, I bless God for it, and pray and ask of all good 
people (do it for me from such you know are so) also to pray 
that I may more and more turn the stream of my affections up- 
wards, and set my heart upon the eyer-satisfying p^fection^ of 
God ; not starting at his darkest proyidences, but remembering 
continually either his glory, justice, or power, is advanced by 
every one of them, and that mercy is over all his works, as we 
shall one day with ravishing delight see. In the mean time 
I endeavor to suppress all wild imaginations a melancholy 
fancy is apt to let in ; and say, with the man in the Gospel, '' I 
believe, help thou my unbelief." 

If anything I say suggest to you matter for a pious refiec- 
tion, I have not hurt you, but ease myself by letting loose some 
of my crowded thoughts. I must not finish without telling 
you, I have not the book you mention of Seraphical Medita- 
tions of the Bishop of Bath and Wells,* and should willingly 
see one here, since you design the present. I have sent you 
the last sheet of your papers, as the surest course ; you can 
return it with the book. You would. Sir, have been welcome 
to Lord Bedford, who expresses himself hugely obliged to the 
Bishop of Ely,* your friend ; to whom you justly give the title 
of good, if the character he has very generally belongs to him. 
And who is good is happy ; for he is only truly miserable or 
wretchedly so, that has no joy here, nor hopes for any hereafter. 

1 The excellent Bishop Eenn, whose manual of Prayers is most pro- 
bably the work aUaded to. 

* « Turner, Bishop of Ely, in a sermon he preached before the King, in 
Tindicating the Church of England against the pernicious doctrines uf 
the Church of Bome, he challenged the producing but of five clergymen 
who forsook our church and went over to that of Rome, duiing all the 
troubles and Rebellion in England, which lasted near twenty years ; and 
this was to my certain observation a great truth." — ^Evelyn, Diary, vol. 1. 
p. 676. 
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I belieye it may be near Chrtetmas before my Lord Bedford 
remoTes for the winter, bat I have not yet discoursed him about 
it, nor how long he desires our company ; so whether I will 
come before him, or make one company, I know not ; he shall 
please himself, for I have no will in these matters, nor can like 
one thing or way better than another, if the nse and conyeni- 
ences be alike to the yoong creatnres, whose service is all the 
business I have in this world, and for their good, I intend all 
diligence in the power of. Sir, 

Your obliged friend to serve you. 
Wobome Abbey, Not. 27, 1685. 

I am mightily in arrear ; pray let me know what, and if I 
shall direct the paying it, or stay till I see you. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLUM. 

Though I never think the returns come too thick, by which 
I have the advantage of conversing with Dr. Fitzwilliam, yet 
I am not captious in the matter, and would always have these 
favors suit your leisure. Sir, which in so busy a life cannot al- 
ways be regular. 

I h^d not stayed supplying you with new French papers, 
but that I was doubtful how the last got to you ; I hasten 
these whilst you are in London, for now your engagements lie 
in so many places, one knows not where to find you ; but still 
it is in employments of the noblest sort, doing the work of 
God ; and man being a sociable creature, and of such a com- 
position that the mind must be acting, how happy is it when 
all this is done conformable to duty, and serving to the best 
ends the salvation of men's souls ? It is having chosen the 
better part ; and carries with it (I make no doubt) peaceftil- 
ness of mind which excels the strongest delights of earthly en- 
joyments, where that is shut out, or rather not so fully enjoyed ; 
for if we weigh temporal against spirituals, how light would 
that scale be to the smallest grain of spiritual comfort, though 
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it were heaped with all the glories/ fame, and wealth, the moet 
oamal heart can wish for ! The one satisfies the immortal part 
of a man : the other satisfies the depraved appetite. As bnried 
as I am in earth myself, and ever mourning the loss of an 
earthly felicity, which if through weakness it exceeds I do be- 
wail ; yet, I reckon the sufferings for the name of Christ (if to 
have that honor be my lot), and the obtaining a title to an 
eternal inheritance in the place described. Rev. ch. xxi. and 
zzii., to be infinitely above our sufferings in these houses of 
day ; what I grieve the want of was such an one when here, 
but now glorified with the spirits of just men made perfect. 

Doctor, I will take your advice, and vie my state with 
others, and begin with him in the highest prosperity, as him- 
self thinks, the King of a miserable people ; but truly the most 
miserable himself, by debasing as he does, the dignity of human 
nature ; and though for secret ends of Providence, he is suf- 
fered to make those poor creatures drink deep of a most bitter 
cup, yet the dregs are surely reserved for himself. What a 
judgment is it upon an aspiring mind, when perhaps half the 
world knows not God, nor confesses the name of Christ as a 
Saviour, nor the beauty of virtue, which almost all the world 
has in derision, that it should not excite him to a reformation 
of faith and manners ; but with such a rage turn his power to 
extirpate a people that own the Gospel for their law and rule I 
How infamous to his fame is the one I How glorious to his 
memory would the other have been I But he is too wicked to 
be an instrument of so much good to his degenerate age. Now, 
Sir, I cannot choose but think myself less miserable than this 
poor King. For the vast numbers of sufferers,* the sound 
thereof is more terrible to those at a distance than the calamity 
of a single person ; but taken asunder, the sufferings of any 
one, and those I have and do feel, are not perhaps at so wide 
a distance as it appears, theirs being heaped together ; but, as 
you very weU note, there is no state to be pronounced extremely 

1 By the revocation of the Edict of Nantes. 
12* 
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miaerable^ but a state of sin, which will deprlye ns of a future 
state of glory, without a deep repentance, which I wish to all 
fiinners. I hear our King has giTcn leave for collection for 
those Protestants which have been drove hither, God make 
his people thankful for it.' 

My Lord Gainsborough and all that family, sent in here as 
they went by to Dunstable, last week, 

I know you will use your power, and I wish you conld 
prevail with my nephew to settle himself in a family of his 
own. I trust Qod will be graeioue to the child of so good a 
mother, and incline him to what shall be in the eud best for 
him. 

Thongh I am in the country, I ehould call to memory you 
are in London. I do so. and therefore close this from, 
Sir, your obliged 

And affectionate servaDt. 

Woborne Abbey, Not. 1685* 

The papers are swelled to a great bigness, but if you care 
for them in London, I will direct them weekly, though I may 
not happen to write ; for sometimes indeed I have occasion to 
do so too much, for so heavy a mind as mine is. It is my pre- 
sent case this moraing 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

When I tell yon, Doctor, this is the seventh letter dispatched 
for this morning, any one of which could not be omitted, and 

' " There li&d no^ been numbered lo pass through G^tieva only (and 
that by steal tli, for all the usual piiBStiges were stria tly guarded by eea 
and land) 40,000 towards Switzerland. In Holland ^ Denmark, and all 
about Germany were dispersed some hundred thousands ; besides those in 
Eiigland, where though multitudes of all degrees sought for shelter and 
welcome as distressed Christians and confessorSf they found least encou^ 
ragement, by a fatality of the times we were fallen into and the uncha- 
ritable mdifPereDcc of sueh as should have embraced them ; and I pray it 
be not laid to our charge.*'— Evelyn, Diary, vol. i. p. 617* 
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that I have still before noon French dispatches to make, yon 
will not, though I write but a few lines, believe I willingly de- 
cline the writing more. Letters of compliment I would lay 
aside for it, I assure you, if I had more time. Yes, Doctor, 
the liberty I take when I write to you, gratifies much more my 
weary mind, than the matter one fills up paper with to others ; 
yet something of that sort must be, while we drag on here, 
especially when one has more than one's own miserable carcass 
to have a regard for, which, while my children are, I have, and 
with a diligent concern will I wrestle to support them, and 
make them great, or worthy to be so, who have been so early 
(by a special Providence) unfortunate. But who knows, says 
Solomon, what is good for a man in his life ? all the days of 
his vain life ? Tet there is an inseparable connection between 
God's wisdom and his will ; so his work is perfect, for all his 
ways are judgment ; and this is a necessary reflection at the 
astonishing changes of this age. If I look upon your letter, 
Doctor, I shall never end, but begin anew upon one part or 
other of it. Indeed that figure only of a man, If one speaks of 
him, engages to say a great deal : but I refrain. 

I read a letter last night from my sister at Paris. She writes 
as everybody that has humane affections must ; and says that 
of 1,800,000, there is not more than 10,000 esteemed to be 
left in France, and they, I guess, will soon be converted by the 
dragoons, or perish. So that near two millions of poor souls, 
made of the same clay as himself, have felt the rigor of that 
savage man. What you utter in a prophetical rage, I agree 
will come to pass. I have had reports of my nephew, but I 
will not proceed ; yet I show you how hard it is not to do so, by 
Your very affectionate friend to serve you. 

Woborne Abbey, Not. 1686. 
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DR. TILLOTSON TO LADY RUSSELL, 

Canterbqrj, Not. 21, 1685. 
HONOEBD MaOAM — 

When I look back upon the date of your Ladyship's letter, 
I blush to Bee it hath laiu by me so long unanswered. And 
yet I assure yon no day passeth, ia which your Ladyship and 
your children are not in my mind- But I know not how, in 
the hurry I am in in London, one business presaeth so hard 
upon another, that I have less time for the things to which I 
have most inclination, I am now for a while got ont of the 
torment and noise of that great city, and do enjoy a little more 
repose. 

It was a great tronble to me to hear of the sad loss your 
dear friend sustained during bis short stay in England.^ But 
in some circumstances, to die is to live. And that voice from 
heaven runs much in my miud, which St. John heard in hia 
vision of the last (as I think) and most extreme persecution, 
which should befall the faithful servants of God^ before the 
final downfall of Babylon, "Blessed are the dead that die in 
the Lord from henceforth;" meaning that they were happy, 
who were taken away before that terrible and utmost trial of 
the faith and patience of the saints. Bat, however that be, I 
do greatly rejoice in the preservation of your children from 
the great danger they were in upon that occasion, and thank 
God heartily for it, because, whatever becomes of ns, I hope 
they may live to see better things. 

Just now came the news of the prorogation of the Parlia* 
meat* to the 10th of February, which was surprising to ns. 

^ The death of her cousin, niece of Monis, RuTignyj mentioned in tbo 
letter to Dr. Fitsswilliam, p. 162; 

a "The Parliftment was adjourned to Fe binary, several both of Lords 
and Commoi^ e^scepting against some passage of Lis Majesty's speech 
relating to tbo Test and continuance of Popish officers in command* TLis 
was a great surprise in a Parliament whicli people believed would ba.To 
oompHed in all things,"— Evelyn^ Diary, vol. i, p. 619. 



Digitized by 



Google 



1686.] LADY RUSSELL TO MR. THORNTON. 141 

We are not without hopes that in the mean time things will be 
disposed to a better agreement against the next meeting. Bat 
when all is done, our greatest comfort must be, that we are all 
in the hands of God, and that He hath the care of us. And 
do not think, Madam, that He loves yon the less for having 
put so bitter a cnp into your hand. He whom He loved in- 
finitely best of all mankind, drank much deeper of it. 

I did hope to have waited upon my Lord of Bedford at my 
return to London ; but now I doubt this prorogation will carry 
him into the country before that time. I entreat you to present 
my most humble service to his Lordship, to dear little master, 
and the young ladies. I am not worthy the consideration you 
are pleased to have of me ; but I pray continually for you all, 
and ever shall be. Madam, 

Your Ladyship's most faithful 

And humble servant, 

Jo. TiLLOTSON. 



LADY RUSSELL TO MR. THORNTON.* 

(circa Jan. 1686.) 
I HAVE put up some papers, Sir, and I desire you will tell 
my Lord we are all well, exercising our French. Master sung 
a French song yesterday with music, but the girls are all silent. 
My old uncle is very hearty after his journey ; he made all his 
courts yesterday to the King and Queen in the morning, and 
Dowager in the afternoon ; he was wonderfully well received ; 
he told me last night Lord Herbury would be Chamberlain, and 
Lord Feversham have his Garter. I think of no more news, and 

* From the original in the MSS. at Wobum Abbey. He was chaplain 
to the Earl of Bedford. Bishop Rennet states that he lived and died a 
Nonconformist. After the death of the Earl (the first Duke) in 1700, he 
resided with Lady Rachel. He had been tutor to her martyred husband. 
Several letters passed between them during Lord Russell's travels abroad, 
and are preserved among the MSS. at Wobum Abbey, where there is also 
a portrait of Mr. Thornton by Walker. 
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one whose thoaght^ are employed as mine eteroally are, and 
from beiDg so, no eartlily thin^ can diTert me. I have care 
enough on me to entertain my guests, thongh I meet tliem 
with much kindness, but the least busy life is the best for me ; 
but at all times, I am, good Mr, Thornton, 

Your faithful serraDt. 

As Lord Delamere* came out of the Council Chamber he 
saw his brother, and bid him tell his wife he was sent to the 
Tower for words he never said, witnessed by a man he nerer 
aaw. Eromsey" lies in chains. 



I^T EFSSELL TO DR. FITZIWTLLTAM. 

I PHEBiTME, Doctor, jou are now so settled in your retirement 
(for such it is in comparison of that you can obtain at London) 
that you are at leisure to peruse the inclosed papers; hereafter 
I will send them once a week, or ofteneri if you desire it. 

Yesterday, the Lord Delamere passed his trial, and was ac- 
quit ted.* I do bless God that He has caused some stop to the 

^ ** Henry Booth, second Lord DeUiaiere, and first Earl of Warrington, 
which title ho received from Willis.iii tho Thirti, for hia Bcrvicea io pro- 
moting tho EevolutioD. His loTe of liberty ocCAtiioDcd his being three 
timea imprisoned. He was tried by his Peers in Westminster Hall on 
the 14th of January, for high trensoo, antl unanimoasly acquitted ; the 
infnmous Lord Howard of Eacrick, nnd Ford Lord Grey, -Bcro two of th« 
witnesses AgaLcst biin. He died Jan. 2, 1694."— Lord Do ¥er. Note in 
** Ellis Correspondence/' voL i. p. 3. 

* Eumsey, one of the orea-tures of Lord Shaftesbnryt and concerned 
with him in enJeavoring to promote an insurrection In the city» He 
was one of the witnesses on the trial of Lord Kussell^ n man of whom 
Lord Has sell had a bad opinion, and who was guilty of perjury at the 
trial 

' Mr. Alflcaulay sftys, in reference to Lord Delamere'a acqnittal, *'the 
public joy was grent. The innocerit. began to breathe fi'eelj, aod false 
ftceunera to tremble.*' He (iuotes this letter as one scarcely to be read 
mthout tears. History of England, toI. L p. Ih 
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effusion of blood lias been shed of late in this poor land. Bat, 
Doctor, as diseased bodies tnm the best nonrishments, and even 
cordials into the same sonr hnmor that consumes and eats them 
np, just so do I. When I should rejoice with them that do 
rejoice, I seek a comer to weep in. I find I am capable of no 
more gladness ; but every new circumstance, the very comparing 
my night of sorrow after such a day, with theirs of joy, does, 
from a reflection of one kind or other, rack my uneasy mind. 
Though I am ^ from wishing the close of theirs like mine, 
yet I cannot refrain giving some time to lament mine was not 
like theirs : but I certainly took too much delight in my lot, and 
would too willingly have built my tabernacle here ; for which 
I hope my punishment will end with life. 

The accounts from France are more and more astonishing ; 
the perfecting the wprk is vigorously pursued, and by this time 
completed, it is thought ; all, without exception, having a day 
given them ; only these I am going to mention have found so 
much grace as I'll tell you. The Countess de Roy' is permitted, 
with two daughters, to go within fourteen days to her husband, 
who Is in Denmark, in that King's service ; but five otter of 
her children are put into monasteries. Mareschal Schomberg" 

1 Countess de Boye, wife of Frederick Charles de Boye de la Boohe- 
foacauld, Generalissimo to the King of Denmark; his daughter, Hen- 
rietta, was the second wife of William Wentworth, Earl of Stafford. In 
the Ellis Correspondence it is stated, that ** her husband was created an 
Irish Baron, that his lady might with the less difficulty, as is supposed, 
wait on the Queen's Majesty, and have the honor to be saluted by her, 
which otherwise she could not have pretended to," vol, i. p. 828. There 
« is no trace of such a creation. 

' " The Prince de Croy arrived last night from Holland, and Marshal 
Schomberg with his weather-beaten spouse by land. Frederic Schom- 
berg, Marshal of France, and Duke of Schomberg in England, so created 
by William the Third. He commenced his military career in the service 
of Holland, and afterwards passed into that of France, where he greatly 
distinguished himself. He was a Calvinist in religion, and was in conse- 
quence obliged to leave France, upon the revocation of the Edict of Nantes, 
which was the cause of his present journey into England. He subsequently 
attached hims^ to the Prince of Orange, came with him into England in 
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and his wife are commanded to be prisoners in their house, in 
some remote part of France appointed them. My uncle and 
his wife are permitted to come out of France. This I was told 
for a truth last night, but I hope it needs a confirmation. 

It is enough to sink the strongest heart to read the relations 
are sent over. How the children are torn from their mothers, 
and sent into monasteries; their mothers to another. The 
husband to prison or the galleys. These are amazing provi- 
dences, Doctor I God out of infinite mercy strengthen weak 
believers. I am too melancholy an intelligencer to be very 
long, so will hasten to conclude, first telling you Lord Talbot* 
is come out of Ireland, and brought husbands for his daughters- 
in-law ; one was married on Tuesday to a Lord Rosse ; the 
other Lord is Dungan: Walgrave, that married the King's 
daughter, is made a Lord." The brief for the poor Protestants* 
was not sealed on Wednesday, as was hoped it would be ; the 
Chancellor bid it to be laid by, when it was offered him to seal. 
I am very really. Doctor, 

Your affectionate friend and servant. 

Jan. 16, 1685-6. 

1688, and was kiUed at the Battle of the Bojne* at the age of eighty-four. 
His * weather-beaten sponse' was Susanna, daughter of the French Count 
d'Aumale d'Harcourt, who was his second wife." — "Ellis Correspondence," 
Tol. i. p. 18 

' Richard Talbot, an Irish Roman Catholic, afterwards Earl of Tyr- 
connel. His wife was the beautiftd Jennings of Grammont, sister of 
Sarah, Duchess of Marlborough. 

' Henry, Lord Waldegraye, of Chewton, married the Lady Henrietta 
Fitz-James, natural daughter to Eing James II. by Arabella Churchill, 
sister to John, Duke of Marlborough ; he retired to France in 1689, and 
died at Paris the same year. 

' Evelyn says : ** A brief was read in all churches for reUering the 
French Protestants who came here for protection from the unheard-of 
cruelties of their Eing." — Diary, vol. i. p. 626. " 



* Buried at St. Patrick's, Dublin, with an indignant inscription against 
his heirs, for not raising a monument to his memory, and leaving this 
duty to strangers ; ** Thus did the fame only of his virtue obtain more 
for him from strangers than nearness of blood from his own family." 
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LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

I HAVE received and read your letters, good Doctor. As 
you never fail of performing a just part to your Mend, so it 
were pity you should not consider enough to act the same to 
yourself I think you do ; and all you say th|it concerns your 
private affairs, is justly and wisely weighed : so I let that rest. 
I acknowledge the same of the distinct paper which touches 
more nearly my sore ; perhaps I ought to do it with some 
shame and confusion of face, and perhaps I do so, Doctor ; but 
my weakness is invincible, which makes me, as you phrase it 
excellently, possess past calamities. But He who took upon 
Him our nature, felt our infirmities, and does pity us ; and I 
shall receive of his fullness at the end. of days, which I will 
silently wait for. 

If you have heard of the dismal accident in this neighbor- 
hood, you will easily believe Tuesday night was not a quiet 
one with us. About 1 o'clock in the night I heard a great 
noise in the square, so little ordinary, I called up a servant, 
and sent her down to learn the occasion. She brought up a 
very sad one, that Montague House* was on fire ; and it was so 
indeed : it burnt with so great violence, the whole house was 
consumed by 5 o'clock. The wind blew strong this way, so 
that we lay under fire a great part of the time, the sparks and 
flames continually covering the house, and filling the court. 
My boy awaked, and said he was almost stifled with smoke, 
but being told the reason, would see it, and so was satisfied 
without fear ; took a strange bed-fellow very willingly. Lady 
Devonshire's youngest boy, whom his nurse had brought wrapt 

1 « This night was burnt to the ground my Lord Montague's palace in 
Bloomsbury, than which for painting and furniture there was nothing 
more glorious in England. This happened by the negligence of a ser- 
vant airing, as they call it, some of the goods by the fire in a moist 
season ; indeed, so wet and mild a winter had scarce been seen in man's 
memory" [that of 1852-3 was perhaps equal to it]. — ^Evelyn, Diary, voL 
i. p. 623. 
13 
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np in a blanket. Lady Devonshire* came towards morning 
and lay here ; and had done so still but for a second ill acci- 
dent. Her brother Lord Arran,' who has been ill of a fever 
twelve days, was despaired of yesterday morning, and spots 
appeared ; so she resolved to see him, and not to return hither, 
but to Somerset House, where the Queen offered her lodgings. 
He is said to be dead, and I hear this morning it is a great 
blow to the family ; and that he was a most dutiful son and 
kind friend to all his family. 

Thus we see what a day brings forth I and how momentary 
the things we set our hearts upon I Oil could heartily cry 
out, When will longed-for eternity come I But our duty is to 
possess our souls with patience. 

I am unwilling to shake off all hopes about the brief, though 
I know them that went to the Chancellor' since the refusal to 
seal it, and his answer does not encourage one's hopes. But 
he is not a lover of smooth language ; so in that respect we 
may not so soon despair.* 

I fancy I saw the young man you mentioned to me about my 
BOB. One brought me six prayer-books as from you ; also dis- 
tributed three or four in the house. I sent for him, and asked 
if there was no mistake ? He said. No. And after some other 
questions I concluded him the same person. Doctor, I do as- 

1 Mary, second daughter to James Butler, Duke of Ormond ; married 
William Cayeudish, first Duke of Devonshire, K.G. 

2 Richard, created Earl of Arran, 1662. 

• The too notorious George, Lord Jeflfreys. 

* Doctor, afterwards Bishop, Beyeridge, objected to the reading the 
brief in the cathedral of Canterbury, as contrary to the Rubric. Tillotson 
replied, " Doctor, Doctor, charity is aboye rubrics." — Birch. 

Eyelyn says, ** The brief had been long expected, and at last was with 
difficulty procured to be published, the interest of the French Ambassador 
di)stnicting it." — "James was determined not to tolerate declamations 
against his religion and his ally. The Archbishop of Canterbury was 
ther^ore commanded to inform the clergy that they must merely read the 
brief, and must not presume to preach on the sufferings of the French 
Protestants." — Macaulay's "England," vol. ii. p. 79. 
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sure you I put an entire trnst In your sincerity to advise ; but, 
as I told you, I shall ever take Lord Bedford along in all the 
concerns of the child. He thinks it early yet to put him to 
learn in earnest ; so do you, I believe. My Lord is afraid if 
we take one for it, he will put him to it ; yet I think perhaps 
to overcome my Lord in that, and assure him he shall not be 
pressed. But I am much advised, and indeed inclined, if I 
could be fitted to my mind, to take a Frenchman, so I shall do 
a charity, and profit the child also, who should learn French. 
Here are many scholars come over, as are of all kinds, God 
knows. 

I have still a charge with me. Lady Devonshire's daughter, 
who is just come into my chamber, so must break off. 
I am. Sir, truly. 

Your faithful servant. 

January 22, 1685-6. 

The young lady tells me Lord Arran* is not dead, but rather 
better. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

I INTENDED you, good DoctoT, a letter before I left Windsor, 
but I question if it succeeded, for the day I sent it to the coach, 
that was nearly gone ; and the next you was gone, I believe. 
However, the French papers were the greatest loss ; so it is 
pretty indifferent how it fell out ; if a like fate befalls this, it 
will be of a like consequence, setting aside the information I 
write this on purpose to give you, which is — I have just dated 
my letter to my Lady Digby, of Coles-Hill, writ in answer to 
hers, by which she desires me, in pursuance of a dying bro- 
ther's advice, and her son's inclination, to propose to Lord 

' Lord Arran died January 25. He died with great suflfering, and ap- 
pears to have been much lamented. See "Ellis Correspondence," vol. i. 
p. 33. 
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Qtiinsborongh a marriage between the present Lord' and Lady 
Jane. I have done it ; though I wish she had made choice of 
any other person than myself, who desiring to know the world 
no more, am ntterly unfitted for the management of anything 
in it, but must, as I can, engage in such necessary offices to 
my children, as I cannot be dispensed from, nor desire to be, 
since it is an eternal obligation upon me, to the memory of a 
hnsband, to whom, and his, I have dedicated the few and sad 
remainder of my days, in this vale of misery and trouble. But 
to snspenid this and hasten my report : the proposition is ac- 
cepted ; my Lord declares himself willing to do all he can for 
his children ; he offers 8,000/. paid as with the last, and leaves 
out the 2,000/. coming back if Lord Campden should happen 
to die. I believe Lord Digby and his mother will be soon in 
town. My sister Alington came to Bedford House three or 
four days ago. Lord Northampton's great match is crossed ; 
and now the Lord Mulgrave' is an attendant on her person ; he 

* William, fifth Lord Digby. He married Jane, second daughter to 
Edward, Earl of Gainsborough, and died November, 1752, aged ninety 
years nine months. 

' Lord Mulgraye, John Sheffield, afterwards Duke of Buckingham, 
married, first, Ursula, daughter of Colonel Stowel, widow of the Earl of 
Conway ; second, Catherine, daughter of Fulke Grevile, Lord Brooke, 
widow of Baptist, Earl of Gainsborough; third, the Lady Catharine Dam- 
ley (natural daughter to King James IL by Catharine Sedley) who was 
the widow of James Annesley, Earl of Anglesey, ftrom whom she was 
separated by Act of Parliament, for his cruel and causeless ill-usage. 
Horace Walpole, in his <* Catalogue of Noble Authors,'' says: **The Life of 
this Peer takes up fourteen pages and a half in folio, in the General Dic- 
tionary, where it has little pretensions to occupy a couple. But his pious 
relict was always purchasing places for him, herself, and their son,* in 
every suburb of the Temple of Fame ; a tenure against which, of all 
others, quo warrantoa are sure to take place. The author of the article in 
the Dictionary calls the Duke one of the most beautiful prose writers 
and greatest poets of this age, which is also, he says, proved by the finest 



♦ Buried in Westminster Abbey, with a laudatory epitaph by Pope. 
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went down in great equipage a week past. Lord Northampton 
challenged Seymour, but he does not use to fight, so that matter 
rests. I expect my old uncle Ruvigny and his family in two 
or three days. Doctor, I must not choose my entertainments, 
80 can continue this no longer, but ever continue 

Your faithful friend and servant. 
Feb. 15, 1686-6. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

With my best respects, good Doctor, I send you the Ga- 
zettes. I take the town to be very barren of news, but I was 
out of it yesterday at Greenwich to see my old uncle Ruvigny,* 
so know the less. It is concluded the Princess is with child. 

writers his contemporaries* — certificates that have little weight where the 
merit is not proved by the author's own works. It is certain that his 
graver compositions in prose have nothing extraordinary in them ; his 
poetry is most indifferent ; and the greatest part of both is already fallen 
into total neglect." 

1 «I went to visit the Marquess Ruvign^, now my neighbor at Green- 
wich, retired from the persecution in France. He wi^s the Deputy of all 
the Protestants of that Kingdom in the Parliament of Paris, and several 
times Ambassador in this and other Courts : a person of great learning 
and experience." — Evelyn. 



* " Muse ! *t is enough ! at length thy labor ends, 

And thou shalt live ; for Buckingham commends — 
This more than pays whole years of thankless pain ; 
Time, health, and fortune, are not lost in vain. 
Sheffield approves : consenting Phoebus bends, 
And I and malice from this hour are friends." 

Pops. 

Swift is very severe upon him. See Sir Walter Scott's notes in his 
edition of Dryden's Works, where the poet calls him — 

" The Muse's friend, 

Himself a muse. In Sanadrin's debate. 
True to his Prince, but not a slave of State." 

Abs. and Achit 
13* 
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The Dake of Berwick is ill of the smallpox, and likely to be 
Yery ill with them ; it will be the flaxpox, the doctors say. The 
iatercoarses between England and Holland do not calm, nor 
give content. Mr. Talmidg* has a regiment there, and a privy 
seal from hence; but I think he will not feel the seizure can be 
made, so he will stand by his regiment. We talk of a parlia- 
ment jnst as men feel agnes, once in so many days. Now it is 
to be in May ; it is thought that will wear off. The Earl of 
Bolingbroke is dead ;' he died in a boat, as he lived. 

Lady (Gainsborough sends me word her Lord mends still. 
Lady Campden's woman is in town to furnish lying-in things ; 
I had the favor to have her come and give me a compliment on 
her Lady's part. I am glad when they remember to do civil 
things for their own sakes ; but I a little wonder he has not 
been to see l^s father. My sister Alington is coming to town 
presently. 

I have told my news, and now must yield to a less liked 
employment, being called upon to a little business. 

Your obliged friend and servant. 

March 28, 1686-6. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLL^M. 

Your letter lies before me. Doctor, but I dare not read it 
over, it would furnish me with so much to say, and I must not 
take time to do it; the lowness of my spirits, and the sadness 

1 Most probably Thomas Talmash, afterwards a General, second soh 
of Elizabeth, Coantess of Dysart, killed at Brest, 1695. « 
' Oliyer, second Earl — the peerage states that he died in 1688. 



* Back to his native soil conveyed 
His drooping head he on her bosom laid, 
And in her service wasted, yet untir*d, 
As fearless as he lived, expired, 
And for the breath she gave too largely paid." 

Poems on State Affairs, vol. iv. p. 404. 
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of my constant thoughts, make me fancy myself hurried with 
some of my own pitiful affairs, and the entertaining my sister, 
who came to me this day se'nnight. 

The present temper of your mind appears so suitable to what 
mine ever must remain, that I could talk and not fear to give 
new oppressions to your mind so tendered with the loss of 
an excellent friend, and man. You carefully and religiously 
prescribe yourself limits and bounds to your lamentations ; but 
I would willingly observe if you exceed them not; so natural 
it is to spy out the faults and infirmities of others, as if we 
had reason to think the better of ourselves for the charging 
others. But I will not run on ; leave you to the French prints. 
As to English news, I have none would serve the purpose I 
would have it, which is to divert your thoughts so touchingly 
fixed upon mortifying objects, but I hear of no other. 

The disposers of the brief-money met the first time yesterday; 
I am told the Chancellor carried it in a manner he sent away 
many with sad hearts, he concluded so strictly on the qualifi- 
cations of such as were to partake of the charity : I think he 
would admit none to receive of it, that did not take the sacra- 
ment from his own chaplain, I doubt not you will be better 
informed than I can do it. 

The reports from France are still the worst that can be. Due 
de la Force is thrust into a convent, to be vexed till he will 
change. At home, I fear no amicable composition of the dis- 
aster between Lord D and my sister. My mean endeavors 

must not be wanting, and that indeed employs my time and 
thoughts, there being few days to determine that matter in, the 
term beginning so soon. Her being here keeps me from Strat- 
ton, where I proposed to be the end of this month. But God 
does not dispose of things and persons as we form designs. 
I am, Sir, 

Your affectionate servant. 
April 14, 1686. 
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LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

YouE letter, Sir, dated June 27, and sheets of paper that 
accompanied it, found me at Woborae ; by a letter from sister 
Alington, I understood you were with her that very day, and 
had completed your intention towards her, as you have most 
admirably your pious one towards distressed me; for which the 
world may hereafter stand indebted to my uncommon sad fate, 
for all that good they may share out of it. It is most certain, 
if you give me the power you speak of, I dare not deprive this 
wanting generation of so rich a supply, when I may have the 
dispensing of it. Your errors. Doctor, would be others' per- 
fections : for I tiiust believe your being master of very much 
matter, gives a vast advantage over others : yet I allow a cause 
of some trouble to yourself, by restraining that flux of words 
and notions that flow so fast from you ; but it is a rare excel- 
lency when the pain is more to refuse than choose. I cannot 
tell, Doctor, whether your papers met me in a better temper 
now than at some other times to relish them ; yet sure I esteem 
these sheets to be so fine, that it brought into my mind the loss 
you have lately sustained of a much-loved friend ; and to con- 
clude, that a new experience of grief had, in your struggles to 
overcome all unfit discontent, raised your fancy to the highest 
pitch of framing arguments against it : it is a happy effect of 
sorrow, and a sure evidence to the soul, that the promises of 
the Holy Word belong to her ; that the work of grace is apt, 
and grows towards those degrees, where, when we arrive, we 
shall triumph over imperfections, and our wills desire nothing 
but what shall please God. We shall, as your phrase is, be 
renewed like eagles ; and we, like eagles, mount up to meet 
the Lord coming in the clouds, and ever tarry with Him, and 
be no more faint or weary in God's service. These are ravish- 
ing contemplations, Doctor I They clasp the heart with delight 
for such moments, or, to say more truly, part of a moment, that 
the soul is so well fixed. It is true, we can (you are sure) bear 
the occasions of grief without being sunk and drowned in those 
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passions ; but to bear them without a murmuring heart then is 
the task, and in failing there lies the sin. O Lord, lay it not 
to the charge of thy weak servant; but make me cheerfully 
thankful that I had such a friend to lose; and contented that 
he has had dismission from his attendance here (an expression 
you use I am much pleased with). When my time comes that 
I shall have mine, I know not how it will find me then ; but I 
am sure it is my best reviving thought now; when I am plunged 
in multitudes of wild and sad thoughts, I recover and recollect 
a little time will end this life, and begin a better that shall 
never end, and where we shall discover the reasons and ends 
of all those seeming severe providences we have known. Thus 
I seem to long for the last day, and yet it is possible if sickness, 
or any other forerunner of our dissolution were present,^! would 
defer it if I could ; so deceitful are our hearts, or so weak is 
our faith. But I think, one may argue again, that God has 
wisely implanted in our nature a shrinking at the approach of 
a separation ; and that may make us content, if not desire a 
delay. If it were not so implanted there, many would not en- 
dure the evils of life, that now do it, though they are taught 
duty that obliges us thereto. 

I know. Sir, I am very tedious ; and if it be impertinent, 
I know also you will take it as if it were not so. Now I take 
this freedom scarce with anybody else : but it is a great in- 
dulgence to myself, and I am very certain you are pleased I 
should use it. I find it most especially useful on the return of 
these my saddest days, when dismal and yet astonishing re- 
membrances crowd fastest into my mind : however, I shall, by 
God's goodness to me, stick close to those helps you have pro- 
vided me, and read every day these new sheets, till the bitterest 
of aU be past. On Tuesday, my sister Alington designs to be 
here ; I am sorry it happens to be just that day, since I affect 
nothing that is particular or singular ; but as yet I have not 
seen anybody besides my children on that day, being 13th July ; 
nor does it seem decent for me to do it, almost, when I remem- 
ber the sad scene I saw and attended at all that day, and the 
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miserable aecidenta of it, as the nnf(»rtanate end of Lord Essex, 
to me so fatal, if the Duchess of Portsmouth told me true ; that 
they said the jury could not have condemned my Lord, if my 
Lord Essex had not died as he did. 

But I will do as I can : I hope she will not misconstruct 
what I shall do. I am sure I will never fail to her (by God's 
grace), because I know how tenderly he loved her, though I 
am apt to think now, she returned it not in love to a degree I 
once thought she had for him, and that sure he merited from 
her. But we are not loved most always by those we love best : 
she is very engaging where and when she pleases ; but enough 
of this. 

I will make no answer to that part of your letter, where you 
express some resentment at the joining hands by another than 
yourself. I had no part in it, but the disappointment of not 
seeing Doctor Fitz. on a day I thought I should. When I 
heard who was to do it, I did conclude they thought the Dean 
would be disobliged by laying him aside, being in his parish. 
I let pass the misfortunes fallen on another Dean, or rather on 
his parishioners ; but God is the supreme pastor, who still 
lives, and to Him we may still go, should we be bereaved of 
all others. 

I hear by my sister Montagu* she found a sickly family at 
Paris ; her daughter in a languishing condition, worn to no- 
thing almost with a fever, which has hung about her for these 
last six weeks ; the doctors apprehend a hectic, but youth, I 
hope, will overcome it 

I have sent you the Gazettes, Doctor, though they will be 
so old, all the use of them will be to practice your French 
tongue. 

I am, with great sincerity. 

Your faithful friend to serve you. 

July 11, 1686. 

» Elizabeth, daughter of Thomas Wriothesley, Earl of Southampton 
(widow of Joseline, Earl of Northumberland), married Ralph, third Baron 
and first Duke of Montagu. 
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Sir WilKam Coventry* left a noble charity when he died, 
2,000/. to the French refugees, and 3,000/. to redeem slaves. 
His four executors are, Harry Savil, James and Harry Thin, 
which are two brothers of the Lord Weymouth, and Prank 
Coventry, his nephew. He died at Tunbridge, and was buried 
at Penshurst, where there is a monument to his memory with 
an inscription. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

Good Doctor — 

I am sure my heart is filled with the obligation, how ill 
soever my words may express it, for all those hours you have 
set apart (in a busy life) for my particular benefit, for the 
quieting my distracted thoughts, and reducing them to a just 
measure of patience for all I have or can suffer. I trust I 
shall with diligence, and some success, serve those ends they 
were designed to. They have very punctually, the time you 
intended them for, the last two sheets coming to my hands the 
16th of this fatal month ; it is the 21st completes my three 
years of true sorrow, which should be turned rather into joy ; 
as you have laid it before me, with reasons strongly maintained, 
and rarely illustrated. Sure he is one of those has gained by 
a dismission from a longer attendance here ; while he lived his 
being pleased led me to be so too, and so it should do still ; 
and then my soul should be full of joy ; I should be easy and 
cheerful, but it is sad and heavy ; so little we distinguish how, 
and why we love, to me it argues a prodigious fondness of one's 
self; I am impatient that is hid from me I took delight in, 
though he knows much greater than he did here. All I can 
say for myself is, that while we are clothed with flesh, to the 

* Fourth and youngest son of Thomas first Lord Coventry. Burnet 
calls him, "A man of great notions and eminent virtues." Lord Claren- 
don says, " He was a sullen, ill-natured, proud man, whose ambition had 
BO limits, nor could be contained within any." 
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perfectesty-some displeasore will attend a separation from things 
we love. This comfort I think I have in my affliction, that I 
can say, unless thy law had been my delight, I should have 
perished in my trouble. The rising from the dead is a glorious 
contemplation. Doctor I nothing raises a drooping spirit like 
it : His Holy Spirit, in the mean time, speaking peace to our 
conscience, and through all the gloomy sadness of our condi- 
tion, letting us discern that we belong to the election of grace, 
that our persons are accepted and justified. But still I will 
humble myself for my own sins, and those of our family's, that 
brought such a day on us. 

I have been under more than ordinary care for my eldest girl ; 
she has been ill of St. Anthony's fire, as we call it, and is not 
yet free from it. I had a doctor down with her, but he found 
her so likely to do well he stayed only one day. I have sent 
you these (Gazettes, and will send no more, for I reckon you 
will be in your progress of visits. 

I wish with you Lord Campden would marry : but I want 
skill to prevail by what I can say. I hope I need employ none 
to persuade Dr. Fitzwilliam that I am very acknowledging, 
and very sincerely 

His friend and servant. 

July 18, 1686. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLLiM. 

I CAN divine no more than yourself, good Doctor, why a 
letter writ the 18th of July should come to you before one 
that was writ the 13th : they went from hence in order, I am 
very sure. I answer yours as soon as I can, and yet not soon 
enough to find you at Cotenham, as I guessed, being, you say, 
you intended to be at Windsor the middle of September, and 
the greatest part of the interval at Hereford; and I remember 
you have in a former letter told me, you intended a visit at 
Lord Ghdnsborough's ; so that this paper being likely to be a 
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wanderer, and so in hazard of not coming to you at all it may 
be, I will not charge it with those letters you ask for ; th^ 
are too valuable to me to be ventured, especially since mine 
loiter so by the way; therefore I will hear again from you be- 
fore I send them, with particular directions where they shall 
come to you. I read with some contentment, Doctor, that as 
either to speak or write a compliment would ill become you, it 
is your opinion my nature is averse to be so treated. It is so 
indeed, if I know myself; and I thank you for your justice to 
me. I have long thought it the meanest inclination a man can 
have, to be very solicitous for the praise of the world, especially 
if the heart is not pure before Qod. It is an unfaithfulness I 
have been afraid of, and do not fear to say it has often excited 
me to be what I found good people thought me. 

I do confess there is a beauty in godliness, that draws our 
love to those we find it in ; and it does give a secret pleasure 
to have that attributed to one's self that one finds so charming 
in another. I am very certain, Doctor, your judgment is with- 
out error, that the fastest cement of friendship is piety. One 
may love passionately, but one loves nnquietly if the friend be 
not a«good man ; and when a separation comes, what venera- 
tion do we give to their memory we consider as loved by Gk)d 
from all eternity t 

As to your papers. Sir, I would not by any means abuse the 
power you give me, nor can I think I do so, if I am a cause 
that others have it in their power to try the same cordial I 
have found comfortable when under great heaviness of heart. 
I have read those books you have avoided to read, and must 
say as you do, the same matter may be handled several ways. 
In mixing cordials for faint spirits, we often make them differ 
in the taste ; yet one is as useful and effectual as the other ; 
perhaps one is most so to the one, when the other is to an- 
other ; but that is not known till both tried. As to the com- 
monness of the subject, why should that hinder? No man is 
at all times laying himself out to the uttemvost of his ability, 
that is^ in treating the deepest points ; yet, if some such work 
14 
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ought to be public before one of this sort, I will not be con- 
tentious nor tjrannicid, in the power which is in my hands, 
because you have given it : it would be an unjust return to 
your compositions in my great distress. I would acquiesce, 
and be content with copies, for such to whom I would re- 
commend the reading of them also. I will tell you another 
scruple just now (as I write) risen in my thoughts, and there- 
fore not at all digested, that though you do not own the work 
by your name before it, yet the author seldom fails being known, 
and the peculiar occasion, when there is one. Whether the 
politic part were good then in the publishing of it, it is ad- 
yisable to consider of perhaps. And pray do so, and not from 
a quickness of mind answer me presently; you put it not ii^ 
balance when the design is to serve one you profess a parti- 
cular respect to. But remember my end is served ; and theirs, 
we know, may be so too : those we know not, will be the losers. 
This is my highest objection, and what I will not too easily 
pass over. We live in difficult times. Ood in mercy fit each 
one for his lot. My letters lie ready, and some prayers you 
sent me with the first pi^pers. 

My sister Alington we have kept still here: she threatens to 
leave us every week. Rachel is very well again ; I desire to 
bless God for it. My sister's girl is recovering. Our news 
letters say her Lord has a- new friendship with Lord Danby ; 
but nothing is strange in such as follow Courts. 

Not knowing the fate of this letter, I will add no more from, 
Good Doctor, 

^ Your obliged friend and servant. 

Wobome Abbey, August 12, 1686. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

As I think time very well spent in reading your letters, good 
Doctor, I am ever disposed to thank you for them, and all the 
consolation they bring with them, the excitations to all good 
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directions relating to practice or contemplation, by all pions 
arts, seeking a care to an unhappy creature, and faulty in 
giving too much scope to nature and passion, not duly consi- 
dering the great blessings God still continued to me ; for that 
must have softened the sharpness of other thoughts, that have 
subdued me but too absolutely ; yet, as you exceedingly well 
remember me, I might reflect how my son was raised in my 
great day of trouble, and that I felt lately I could yet be more 
miserable, if the evil threatened had fallen on another beloved 
child ; but God has been gracious to me in healing her sorrow, 
and I will endeavor religiously to perform my resolution, made 
in my agonies for her, of some cheerfid thankfulness. 

Your last. Doctor, I received since my return to Wobome : 
the date was the 10th October. I have been the less quick in 
my answer, from some expectation, if you came to London, I 
should hear again from you; but I think your usual time is, 
not till November, and that is too long to stay, to send this to 
Windsor. 

I will not argue about the sheets of paper, since there can- 
not well be any determination, till you have, I guess, those 
papers you once ordered to be sent to you to Cotenham ; but 
your letter came not so timely for me to think fit to send them, 
by reason of your journey to Herefordshire. I am very solicit- 
ous you should be safe in the first place ; and then it is fit to 
wish all good people all the benefit they can have by the pious 
labors of such as are blessed with gifts to prepare it for them. 
Alas I Doctor, I am as far as yourself can be from imagining, 
that any the most forward to take his life (in whose all the 
innocent delights of mine were bound) had the least thought 
to embitter mine; or indeed thought of me at all. The point 
in that kind is no more, as I conceive it, than the sense of an 
officiousness to one that so sadly laments what they would have 
all rejoiced at; but this is a matter so far sought for, that I 
think there is nothing in it, and the less from the acquaintance, 
which is so notoriously known, and your dependence once upon 
my father. I will let it rest this time, with my hearty wishes, 
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yon may adrise and choose best in this and all other concerns; 
I doit as one very sincerely, 

Your affectionate friend to serve yon. 
Wobome Abbey, Oct. 27, 1686. 

I have now received a letter from Lady Gainsborough, as 
surprising as anything of that kind can be to one. It is to 
tell me that Lord Gampden was come from his sister Digby's, 
the night before, to ask his father's leave to marry the Lord 
Brooke's eldest daughter,* and was returning in haste to ac- 
complish it. My Lady indeed writ to me, as long ago as when 
they were entertaining the King at Portsmouth, that a Warwick- 
shire Knight had writ to her Lord to propose this young lady 
to his son, but I expected no other effect from it, than has been 
jfrom so many other motions of that kind ; however, the wise man 
says, there is a time for all things. I am certain there can be 
none in which I do not wish their mother's children happy as 
my own. I think myself hugely obliged to my Lady in taking 
care I may not have all the advertisements from a newspaper, 
or the hand of those as little concerned, as I had now, and 
happened to open it before hers, not knowing it, the super- 
scription not being her hand. It was a matter so unlooked 
for by me, it gained no credit, till I read my Lady's own letter. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

I DO not love, good Doctor, to let your letters lie by me un- 
answered. I ever find much in them that expresses my obliga- 
tion to you, and as soon inclines me to be saying something 
by the way of thankfulness. The gratefulness I can make, I 
am persuaded, is to do myself good, by letting into my soul 
deep impressions of those necessary duties you so elegantly 

' Wriotbesley Bftptist, Lord Campden, son to Edward, Earl of Gains- 
borough, by Lady Eliiabeth Wriothesley ; married Catherine, daughter 
to Falke QreriUe, L(»tl Brooke. 
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urge. I do promise you my endeavors, and assnre yon, yon 
treat me as I wonld be treated. All the fianlt I can find is in 
yonr apologies ; they are too humble towards yourself in the 
mistrusts of your proceeding. Indeed, Doctor, you observe 
too punctufidly respects to err on the one hand, and are too 
stout Mid sincere a Christian to do it on the other, so that it is 
safe to be under your conduct. If high quality shuts out a free- 
dom in those cases, I bless the goodness of God I am out of 
that exalted rank, for I would choose to be told my smallest 
errors. 

I join my wishes most sincerely with yours for the prosperity 
of Lord Campden, and that his happiness in marriage may ex- 
ceed his expectation. Some years past I should have been 
mightily pleased at the double relation this marriage gives me 
to him, but there is a stain* in the father can never be washed 
off to my sight. I am sorry for it : however, that will not 
lessen my respect to the young lady, and especially when she is 
my nephew's wife. I hear from all but himself he is a trans- 
ported lover. I fear he will be gone before I get to London ; 
I f^ar it because, I could be content to see Mm since his in- 
flexibility is conquered. My sister Alington, I hear, has much 
of his company ; I doubt not but she has some of yours also. 
More discourse of the papers is deferred till we meet, which, if 
God permit, may be under three weeks, or thereabouts. 

Nov. 19, 1686. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

Nothing less fatal than what happened last week in my poor 
sister's family, I think, should have kept me, I am sure not 
willingly, from writing to you, good Doctor; but you will not 

> What stain Ladj RusseU aUudes to is vncertaiD, unless, as he is said 
to haTe performed sondry acceptable serrices to King Cbaries the Seeond, 
some of thos« senriees may have been Tiewed bj her Ladyship as not 
very honorable. 
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wonder I found no time for such an exercise as this, when you 
know it has been the will of God to take the life of her eldest 
son/ after lying ill of a ferer eight days. I believe she takes 
it heavily, for truly I hare not seen her since the child died on 
Sanday morning, and her Lord and herself went on Saturday 
night to Lady Harvey's.' She gave me her girl to take home 
to me ; the other boy being then feverish also, continues in the 
house. Now my own sad trials making me know how mean a 
comforter I can be, I think my best service is to take some care 
of her two children, who are both well now, and hope God will 
be pleased to keep them so, and teach her to be content. God 
should place his creatures where He knows it is best for them 
to be, and when it is best for us, we shall go to them, but they 
must not come back to us, who remain to struggle in an un- 
quiet world, in all appearance ; yet God's hand is not shortened 
that He cannot save ; however, if He will not here, He will 
hereafter, if we patiently wait the day of consolation that will 
endure for ever. Join your fervent prayers with my weak and 
cold ones, good Doctor, that no secret murmurs of heart may 
stand between me, and hinder my hopes of the admirable com- 
forts of that great day, for which my mourning soul longs. 

The poor Princess is wonderful sad I hear.' It is said the 
King is not pleased with the Envoy Extraordinary* the States 

* Ralph, eldest son to Ralph Lord Montagu, died about twelve years old. 
' Lady Harvey, Elizabeth, only daughter of Edward second Lord 

Montagu, was married to Sir Daniel Harvey, Ent., Ambassador to Con- 
stantinople, 1668. 

* Princess Ann, married Prince George, second son of Frederic III. 
King of Denmark, in 1688. 

* Monsieur Dyckvelt. The following is from the original in the hand- 
writing of Lady Russell : — 

<<S01» PAET OF ME. DYOKVELT's DISCOURSB IN A VISIT TO MS. 

" Thursday, March 24, 1686-7. 

" I received a visit from M. Dyckvelt the Dutch Ambassador. He 
spoke in French to this effect : — 

« To condole on the part of the Prince and Princess of Orange my 
twrible misfortunes, of which they had had a very feeling sense, and con- 
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are sending over; he is one, it seems, entirely in the interest of 
the Prince. The Chief Justice Benefield' died suddenly in the 

tinued still to have so ; and as my loss was very great, so they believed 
my sorrow still was such, for whose, person in particular, as also my own 
family, and that I had married into, they had great respect and value, 
and should always readily take all occasions to show it: that it would be 
a great pleasure to them if it would give any ease to my thoughts to take 
the assurance that if ever it came to be in their power there was nothing 
I could ask that they should not find a content in granting. 

<* That for the re-establishing of my son, what I should at any time 
see reason to ask, would be done in as full and ample a manner as was 
possible. That he did not deliver this message in a private capacity, but 
as a public minister. Then, again, he hugely enlarged his compliment, 
giving me the content to tell me the high thoughts the Prince always 
had and still preserved of my excellent Lord, that his Highness had 
never accused his intentions, even at the time of his suffering, and had 
considered and lamented it as a great blow to the best interests of England 
and the Protestant religion. That he had frequently before heard the 
Prince take occasion to speak of him, and that he ever did it as of one he 
had the best thoughts one could have of a man. 

<< And he said (with protestation) that he did do so with design to make 
an agreeable compliment to me that he found the very same justice given 
to his memory here, and that so universal, that even those who pretended 
no partiality to his person or actings, yet bore a reverence to his name ; 
aU allowing him that integrity, honor, courage, and zeal to his country to 
the highest degree a man can be charged with, and in this age, perhaps, 
singular to himself, and he added at this completed with a great piety. 

*< Words to this effect (as near as my memory can carry it) he several 
times repeated, and gave me (as he termed it) one remarkable instance 
at what rate, such who were not his professed friends esteemed his loss. 
It was this — that dining at Mr. Skelton's (then the King of England's 
Resident in Holland) immediately after the news was come thither of my- 
Lord's sufferings, &c., M. Dyckvelt, taking notice of what had passed, and 
in such a manner as was most proper for him to do to Mr. Skelton, Mr. 
Skelton sat silent when he named the Lo^ Essex, but that upon my 
Lord Busseirs name he replied upon it, * The King has, indeed, taken 
the life of one man, but he has lost a thousand or thousands by it.' M. 
Dyckvelt then added, this I know to be the very sense of so many that 
I should not have repeated it but for this reason, I do it because it was 
Mr. Skelton said it" 

> Sir Henry Bedingfield, Lord Chief Justice of the Common Pleas. 
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church last Sunday ; and a Master in Chancery did so since, 
bnt I do not know his name. I mast desire yon once more to 
write how to direct my letters, for the last, which was to send 
them on Thursday, is so blotted, I fear to mistake, therefore 
this is by the post, to assure you I am very faithfully. 
Your friend and seryant. 
Feb. 9, 1686-7, Ask Wednesday. 

Lord Newport^ gave up his staff on Tuesday. The Gazette 
this day, says Lord Waldegrave has the Lord Mainard's, and 
Lord Yarmouth* Newport's staff. Prince George is ill of a 
fever. Both the children were opened ; the eldest was all con- 
sumed, but the younges^ very sound, and likely to live. 



THE REV. JOHN HOWE TO LADY RUSSELL.» 

Utrecht, Feb. 9, 1686-7. 
I DOUBT not. Madam, but you believe me sincerely willing 
to serve any relative of your Ladyship, or of the honorable 
family I am about to mention ; and shall, therefore, forbear 

» Francis Viaeaunt Newport, and in 1694 created Earl of Bradford, 
married Diana, slater to William first Duke of Bedford. 

« WiUiam Fasten, second Earl of Yarmouth, Treasurer of the House- 
hold, married the Ladj Charlotte Jemima Maria, natural daughter to 
Charles IL, by the Viscountess Shannon, daughter of Sir William Kil- 
ligrew. 

• From Miss Berry's Memoir. "John Howe, a learned Nonconformist 
divine in the seyenteenth century: bom in 1630. He was domestie 
chaplain to OliTer Cromwell. In August, 1685, he traveUed beyond seas 
with the Lord Wharton, and the year foUowing settled at Utrecht, and 
took his turn in preaching at the English church in that city. In 1687, 
upon King James publishing his < Declaration for Liberty of Consmence,* 
Mr. Howe returned to London, where he died April 2, 1706, and was 
interred in the^ parish church of AllhaUows, Broad Street" Chalmers's 
Biog. Die. Yol. xviii. p. 254. He was a good Orientalist, and understood 
seyeral modem languages. His ** Blessedness of the Righteous" is ech 
teemed his best work, and is popular in the present day. 
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everything of apology for the trouble I now give you. If your 
Ladyship think it not unfit to give me a character of my Lord 
of Bedford's (now) eldest son, and it prove as good on his 
part (which what I already know leaves me little place of doubt 
for), as I am sure it will be true on your Ladyship's supposing 
he have not determined still to live single, or be not otherwise 
pre-engaged, I might, perhaps (though I can only promise 
faithfal endeavors), improve it to his advantage, with an Eng- 
lish Lady,* my present neighbor, so very deserving in respect 
of all personal qualifications, family, and fortune, as to be ca- 
pable of contributing what can be expected from such a relation, 
to the making a person, suitable to her, very happy in it. It 
would be requisite, to qualify me for attempting anything 
herein, that I be able to give an account, besides his strict 
sobriety, of his seriousness in religion, without being addicted 
(to the degree of bigotry) unto any the distinguishing modes 
of it used among sober-minded Protestants ; and (which is a 
great essential) of that goodness of temper, wherein is a com- 
position of prudence and kindness, that shall neither incline to 
a fond levity, nor too morose sourness ; together with his cer- 
tain estate, without reference to such possibilities, as, which 
God forbid they should, signify anything, either in reality or 
expectation. I doubt not I might receive very liberal encomi- 
ums of this noble person from other hands ; but if I should 
ever mention such a thing to the Lady herself, nothing could 
give me so great a confidence therein as I should receive from 
your Ladyship's testimony : nor can anything (upon what I 
know of her just and high honor for your Ladyship) signify so 
much with her. I apprehend it will be the less inconvenient 

' The Lady in question was Frances, daughter of Sir Robert Williams of 
Penrhyn, widow of Richard Lloyd, Esq., of Eclis, in Denbighshire. She 
married Mr., afterwards Lord Edward, RusseU, the following year. He 
was long one of the Members for the county of Bedford, and was ap- 
pointed Lord Lieutenant of the county of Middlesex during the minority 
of his nephew, Lady Russell's son, Wriothesley, second Duke of Bedford. 
He died, without children, in 1714. 
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for your Ladyship to giye your sense upon this subject, that 
there will be no need, in doing so, again to mention his name, 
and that mere silence will serve as to any part (if there should 
be any) wherein your Ladyship cannot allow yourself to be posi- 
tive ; and it would be the more convenient, for that I doubt 
not your Ladyship can say all that will be for the present re- 
quisite, without making any inquiries from a third person, 
which, as yet, would not be seasonable. 

Your Ladyship so well understands how little reason there 
is the great and wise Lord and Ruler of all things should make 
thrf state of things perfect and unexceptionable, in a world not 
intended for perpetuity, and designed to be a place of disci- 
pline, for the exercise and improvement of virtue and religion, 
not of full rewards for them ; and you are so fully persuaded 
that the rewards of the other state will be sufficiently ample 
for all the sufferings and sorrows wherewith sincerity is often 
attended in this, that I need wish no more for your Ladyship's 
present continual support and consolation than that you may 
have the constant living sense of what you already know ; 
which I cease not to pray for to your Ladyship, together with 
the fulness of all blessings, upon the most hopeful plants under 
your care ; as greatly becometh. 

Most honored Madam, 

Your Ladyship's most obliged, 
And most faithfully devoted humble servant, 

John Howe. 



LADY RUSSELL TO THE REV. JOHN HOWE. 

February, 1687. 
Let me assure Mr. Howe I do not write this with indiffer- 
ence, upon several accounts. I receive your letter as a kind 
testimony of your remembrance, which I value very much ; 
^ and yet I feel myself more engaged by your zeal to do good 
to that family I have known so true content in, and am entirely 
dedicated to. It is honorable and worthy in the whole, and 
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every branch of it have their peculiar virtues ; but every high- 
est respect (meaning that sex we are to speak of) is placed, 
where my best and blessed friend placed his. This may pos- 
sibly be a bar to yonr concluding, that what I may say should 
be received as impartially given ; though yet I think it may, 
since I am sincerest in searching where I desire to find the 
fewest faults. Some, in this imperfect state, must be found in 
man : but I do sincerely believe the person is highly qualified 
to make one happy in the nearest relation we can have upon 
earth. I would for no advantage to myself, or friend, deceive 
any ; especially by false acts, be an instrument to lead one emi- 
nently confident into error, and so desperate a one, out of which 
there is no recovery. But where there is great honor, truth, 
Courage, and great good-nature, what supposition can there 
be that when joined with a prudent and virtuous woman, they 
should not feel the felicity of the happiest state of life ?v Self- 
interest does not bribe me to say this, since now the drudgery 
of living only remains to me ; but, in my pleasant days, so near 
a relation, so very deserving, must have been gladly received, 
and even now must be owned a kind Providence ; and would 
undoubtedly not fail to be so by the obliged family, which, I 
can pronounce, is the easiest to converse or live with that ever 
I have known, or could observe. There is one particular, that, 
without making inquiries from a third person (which you are 
of opinion would not yet be seasonable), I can give no report 
of, that is, their certain estate. I am entirely ignorant in that 
point; but do imagine Mr. Ashurst not quite so. I am very 
nice of inquiring into those partictdars of all others, but I know 
they have an equal and just father, and what is once promised 
will be punctually performed. Proceedings of this nature can 
move so slow at such a distance, that more than I have said I 
do not take to be necessary, in order to your friendly attemptog 
to facilitate a happy union. When the lady is again in Eng- 
land, I shall be early in paying my respects, and with great 
integrity acquitting myself of any part in this affair that can 
fall upon me ; or, if it sinks into nothing, ever retain the sense 
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of your good-will and forwardness to dispose the Lady to- 
wards it ; and shall as little fail to acquaint my Lord Bedford, 
whose mind is ever prepared to all real acknowledgments 
when he feels himself obliged. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

I MUST keep still to Friday, since I have not a new direction 
from you, as I asked by the post last week. I will not repeat 
the sad intelligence I gave you then, because I am sure you 
cannot be without the information now. 

The good Princess has taken her chastisement heayily ; the 
first relief of that sorrow proceeded from the threatening of a 
greater, the Prince being ill. I never heard any relation more 
moving than that of seeing them together. Sometimes they 
wept, sometimes they mourned ; in a word, then, sat silent, 
hand in hand; he sick in his bed, and she the carefuUest nurse 
to him that can be imagined. As soon as he was able, they 
both went to Richmond, which was on Tuesday last. 

My sister continues still at Lady Harvey's, much afflicted at 
her loss ; it seems as if they would not return again at this time 
to Montague House, but take some house near Windsor. Her 
daughter is still with me, but the boy at Montague House : 
though now very well, he is not suffered to go further than the 
next room : the present terror upon loss of the other has occa- 
sioned more care for him than was necessary. This is a fine 
lively child ; I hope God will spare it to them to their comfort, 
and not in wrath, as sometimes one would judge children are. 
We little know what we earnestly ask for, when we do so for 
the lives of children or friends. 

The King refuses audience to Monsieur Dykvelt,* till matters 

1 " Of the diplbmatists in the service of the United Provinces, none 
was in dexterity, temper, and manners, superior to Dykvelt. In know- 
ledge of English affairs none seems to have been his equal. A pretence 
was found for dispatching him early in the year 1687 to England, on a 
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are adjusted with his new ambassador in Holland, for he has 
not had his yet. The ministers have been to visit this, that is, 
Lord Sunderland,* for he is as the whole. Every one has their 
guess what his business is, but all together are of one mind, 
that he might as well have stayed away for any advantage he 
ynH have in his journey. It is supposed Lord Clarendon* is 
kept in Lreland by the winds as the other was in England. 
There is great astonishment amongst that people, Lord Or- 
mond yet walking with his white staff." The reports are divers ; 
some say he has answered the question unmannerly ; but the 
King told him, in consideration of his age, he should wear his 
staff; others are apt to think he will be absent ; and more are 
of this last opinion, as also that the Parliament shall continue 
still to be prorogued. The Lord Sunderland said to that 
effect a few days ago; but the words of ministers are not easily 
understood in their true meaning. 

The talk is great that France will early in the spring fall 
into Alsace, but my French friends will not allow it; they 
agree he would fain make a peace of the truce, and fright 
them into it (if nothing else will do), with the threats of a war, 
yet will engage in none. 

I am. Sir, 
Your real friend, all the sad life of 

R. RUSSSLL. 

F«b. 18, 1686-7. 

special mission with credentials from the States-General. But, in truth, 
his embassy was not to the Government, but to the Opposition ; and his 
conduct was guided by private instructions which had been drawn by 
Burnet and approved by William." — Macaulay's " History <f£ England," 
▼oL n. p. 245. 

> Robert, second Earl of Sunderland, 

> Henry Hyde, second Earl of Clarendon. <' Clarendon was acoompa- 
nied, or speedily followed across St. George's Channel, by a large propor- 
tion of the most respectable inhabitants of Dublin, gentlemen, tradesmen, 
and artificers. It was said that fifteen hundred families emigrated in a 
ffew days."— Macaulay's " History of England," vol. ii. p. 169. 

3 Duke of Ormond was Steward of the Household. 
15 
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LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

There is so much reason, Doctor, to think that time well 
spent is so in reading your excellent letters, that it is time lost 
to spend anj in telling yon I esteem it to snch a height, I shall 
be very defective in expressing, if I went about it. But you 
must conclude one knows nothing of good or bad, and is con- 
tented with that sordid ignorance, before you can beUeve what 
you write is read with indifference ; and since you have con- 
ceived better thoughts of me, I will hope (notwithstanding my 
many frailties), you will never find cause to let them sink so low 
as to doubt whether I use some strict care to be prepared for 
all future events, and to receive with thankfulness the counsel 
and instruction of good and wise men, whose friendship, zeal, 
and compassion dispose them with painfnl labor and pious 
arts, to win us to that is infinitely best for us. I often think, 
could but this single particular be fixed firmly in our hearts, 
that God knows where it is best to place his creatures, and is 
good to all, delighting not to punish what He has made, how 
easily and safely could we live by rule, and despise the world ; 
not as, perhaps, I do, because I cannot recover what was a 
perpetual bliss to me here, but as considering we are strangers 
and pilgrims upon earth, travelling to a better country, and 
therefore may well bear with bad accommodations sometimes 
in our way to it. None are so dealt with, I believe, as not to 
live some days of joy, yet we can lay no claim to do so, nor 
are the happiest here below without tasting the bitter cup of 
affliction at some time of their life; so imperfect is this state, 
and doubtless wisely and mercifully ordered so, that through 
all the changes and chances of this mortal life, we may be the 
most apt to thrust forward towards, and in the end (with inex- 
pressible joy) attain that state, where, as you express it, we 
shall feel no more storms, but enjoy a perpetual calm. What 
can be more I The thought clasps one's heart, and causes the 
imprisoned soul to long to take her flight I But it is our duty 
to wait with patience each of us our appointed time. 
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My sister is just now at Mr. Winwood's, by Windsor; when 
she comes back, I shall make her know how much yon have 
considered her ; and I pray God to lay it close to her heart, 
that she may retire into the strengths of grace, the more sin- 
cerely she is assaulted with discomfits here. She has a fine 
lovely boy left. The poor Princess continues still at Rich- 
mond, too sad I fear. 

Monsieur Dykvelt had his audience on Monday, and was 
retired with the King half an hour in his closet. He is allowed 
to be a man of parts and integrity : what his business is, every 
one is left to his own guess as yet. 

Lord Clarendon landed on Monday last : it is affirmed the 
new governor* lays heavy weight on him, as that he leaves the 
people under great discouragements, occasioned by the sad 
stories he has told them, and using all arguments to bring 
them away by whole families ; that in a little time he did not 
doubt to reassume them, when they would be made sensible 
no harm was meant to them. 

The King is marrying the Lady Mary Tudor to one Mr. 
BadcHffe,' a gentleman of great est^ in the north, and ancient 
family; a papist. 

Sir John Talbot is to be made a Lord presently : the King 
says he finds him to be a gentleman of better understanding 

1 << Lord Tyroonnell gone to sucoeed the Lord Lieutenant (Clarendon) 
in Ireland to the astonishment of all sober men, and to the evident ruin 
of the Protestants in that kingdom, as well as of its greate improvement 
going on. Much discourse that aU the White Staff Officers and others 
should be dismissed for adhering to their religion. Popish Justices of the 
Peace established in all Counties, of the meanest of the people; Judges 
ignorant of the Law, and perverting it — so furiously do the Jesuits drive, 
and even compel Princes to violent courses, and destruction of an exori- 
lent Government both in Church and State. God of his infinite meroy 
open our eyes and turn our hearts, and establish his truth with peace I 
The Lord Jesus defend his little Flock, and preserve this threaten'd 
Church and Nation."— Evelyn's " Diary," vol. i. p. 636. 

' Sir Francis Radcliffe, second Earl of Derwentwater, married Mary 
Tudor, natural daughter to Charles II. by Mary Davis. 
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tiifto akftost ftiiy be knows in England, and jndg^s Um ta be 
a person of integrity ; which is more than can be pronounced 
of Mr. Jenkyns* of the North, heir to wi estate of 1200/. per 
annum. 

He was accused as the author of Lady Mary Pawlet's griev- 
ous misfortune, but with great assererations he denied it to 
persons of the best quality that were concerned for her ; yet 
now owns himself her husband more than a year past. Enough 
of so bad a story. Lord Northampton on Monday last pre- 
saited, on the Bishop's behalf, a petition to the King, to which 
there is yet no answer. The petition* contained no more than 

' Tobj Jenkjns, Esq., of GrimBton, Toi^shir*, married Lady Eliiabeth 
Fawlet, youngesi daughter of Charies Marquis of Winohester (first Duke 
of Bolton). 

' George Compton, fourth Earl of Northampton, nephew to Henry 
Bishop of London. ** The Bishop,'* says Burnet, ** carried arms for some 
years. When he was past thirty he took orders. He was an humble and 
modest man. He applied himself more to his ftmction than Bishops had 
commonly done. He was a great patron of the converta fh)m Popery, and 
of those Protestants whom the bad usage they were beginning te meet with 
in France drove te us. Dr. Compten, Bishop of London, was on Monday 
suspended, on pretence of not silencing Dr. Sharp, of St. Giles's, for some- 
thing of a sermon in which he zealously reproy'd the doctrine of the Eoman 
Catholics. The Bishop having consulted the Civilians, they told him he 
could not by any law proceed against Dr. Sharp without producing wit- 
1160068, and impleading according to form; but it was overrul'd by my 
L<»d Chancellor, and the Bishop sentenc'd without so much as being 
heard te any purpose. This was thought a very extraordinary way of 
proceeding, and was universally resented, and so much the rather for 
that of two bishops, Durham (Crewe), and Rochester (Sprat), sitting in 
the Commission and giving their suffrages, the Archbishop of Canterbury 
reftts'd te sit amongst them. He was only suspended ab officio^ and that 
w«8 soone after taken off. He was brother te the Earl of Northampten, 
had once been a soldier, had travelled in Italy, but became a sober, grave, 
and excellent prelate." — Evelyn's " Diary," vol. i. p. 631, 4te. Sharp's 
sermon was preached May 2, 1686. <* A memorable discourse, in which 
he expressed a contempt of those who could be converted by any argu- 
o^ents in favor of the Romish faith." The preacher, after various prefer- 
mente, was consecrated Archbishop of York, July 5, 1691. 
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expressing a deep sense of lying under the King's displeasure^ 
and begging that might be taken oflF. They say a declaration 
will presently come out, to show the King's dispensing power.* 
Mr. Savil was yesterday morning in the King's closet. The 
event is expected. Many are persuaded the French King is 
bent for action this spring; my French friends will not allow 
it. If my paper did not put me in mind, I know not how long 
I should have rambled on. Boom must be left for all my good 
things : the best turkey, the best pork and cheese that can be 
eat : the last bit of pork eat last night. This is not lent-fare, 
Doctor. 
Feb. 26, 1686-87. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

Although I take your life, good Doctor, to be a continual 
doing good to souls, and am very certain you would not ex- 
clude mine from the best benefits you can help it with ; and 
therefore, from the general course of your actions, do rely 
upon being profited by your precepts, examples, and pious 
prayers ; yet I know myself to owe you, as one you have dis- 
tinguished from others by your particular labors, to make my 
sorrowful soul find comfort in what true joys are only to be 
found. Therefore, if I knew how, I would, both in my actions 
and words, make my acknowledgments distinguished from others. 
I know of what sort they are you would like best ; to preserve 
myself with better care to receive those comforts you can but 
externally administer, with prayer, that God by his good Spirit 
would deal inwardly in our hearts, and work his work of grace 
upon us ; then we should do mighty things. I am sorry for 
my unaptness, and sometimes .think, that certainly in my more 

' "On the 4th of April appeared the memorable Declaration of Indul- 
gence. It was severely censured by the Prince of Orange, whose words 
were reported to James, and disturbed him greatly." — See Macaulay's 
"England," voL i. pp. 211 and 284. 

15* 
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pleasaot days, I lired as if I knew no higher dellglit, and it is 
l^at makes my separation still so bitter to me, that, to my 
shame and sorrow, I mnst confess to yon my heart seems so 
bonnd down to a perpetual sadness, that even the solemnity 
of this blessed time, which calls for oar most exalted praises, 
conld not stir it, nor yet does it melt at the meditations of my 
dear Sayionr^ snffering for sinna*s; bnt a flood of tears are 
erer ready, when I permit the least thought of my calamity. 
This is matter of great hnmiliation, and, I hope, I make it 
snch; and mnst rest in doing the dnty, till Ood sees it fit to 
let me know better refreshments, and taste of those joys in 
which his servants are often so transported ; but I will wait 
with a quiet submission. 

Here has appeared no great changes since you went ; the 
liberty of conscience is so notorious a matter, I meddle not 
with it, confining myself to lower matters, as I may tell you. 
He who was Admiral Herbert* is forbid to go out of England. 
Mr. Forester, who has been in Holland some considerable time, 
is sent for by a privy seal. 

There is a sheet of paper writ, as the King has said, by Doc- 

> Arthur Herbert, created Earl of Torrington, 1689, by King William 
for his great services. " Arthur Herbert was much loved by the sailors, 
Band was reputed one of the best of the aristocratical class of naval officers. 
It had been generally supposed that he would readily comply with the 
royal wishes, for he was heedless of religion. He was fond of pleasure 
and expense ; he had no private estate ; his place brought him in 40002. 
a year; and he had long been reckoned among the most devoted personal 
adherents of James. When, however, the rear-admiral was closeted, 
and required to promise that he would vote for the repeal of the Test 
Act, his answer was that his honor and conscience would not permit 
him to give any snch pledge. He was dismissed from aU his places, and 
the account of what he had disbursed and received as Master of the Robes 
was scrutinized with great, and, as he complained, with unjust severity." — 
Macaulay's "England," vol. ii. p. 210. 

But Burnet says of him that " he was upon every occasion sullen and 
peevish, and delivered up to pride and luxury. Yet he had a good 
understanding." He died without issue, April 14, 1716. 
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tor Btunet, to give reasons against taking awaj &e Test It 
is hard to get ; when I have it jou shall see it. Some think it 
is not Burnet's. 

The Prince and Princess have consented to see him no more. 
Ladj Rochester^ lies still in a languishing condition. Lord 
Peterborough" is declared a Boman Catholic : the report % 
two Hiore, the Chancellor* and Lord President* will next Sun- 
day. I r^Qiember no more, so leave you to the Qasette, ever 
continuing, 

Your real friend and servant. 

April 1, 1687. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

The morning I left London, I received a letter from you, 
dated 30th May, which informed me of your good intentions 
to have seen me at this place, if I could have kept mine of 
being here a week sooner than I was. To have met at my first 
coming so pious and so kind a friend would have been an ad- 
vantage to me I am not at all worthy of, who entertain with 
so heavy a heart those many and great mercies God still pre- 
serves to me his murmuring servant, who am indeed brimfnll 
with the memory of that unfortunate and miserable change in 
my own condition, since I lived regularly here before. 

The poor children mre well pleased to be a little while in a 
new place, ignorant how much better it has been, both to me 
and them ; yet I thought I found Rachel not insensible, and I 
could not but be content with it in my mind. Those whose age 

■ Henrietta, daughter of Richard Boyle, second Earl of Burlington tad 
Cork, wife of Lawrence Hyde, Earl of Rochester. 

* Henry Mordaunt, Earl of Peterborough ; he died without issue male, 
1697. ** Distinguished as a wit and a scholar, as a soldier and a sail<»r, 
but," says Mr. Macaulay, ** of that strange unsoundness of mind which 
made his ooiirage and capacity almost useless to his country." 

» Jeffreys. * Earl of Sunderland. 
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can afford them any remembrance, sboold, methinkg, hare 
some solemn thoughts for so irreparable a loss to themselres 
and family ; thoagh after that I woald cherish a cheerfnl temper 
in them with all the industry I can ; for sore we please our 
Maker best, when we take all his providences with a cheerfol 
spirit. 

Lord Gampden has sent to see me, bnt whether I shall see 
him or no, I cannot tell. I find my time is spent, so will pat 
up the Gazettes, and bid you adieu for this time, ever continuing,. 
Your faitiiful friend to serve you. 

My sister Alington, her sister, and daughter Alington, and 
my brother Robert, have made me a visit of two days. I am 
thankful, though I wished it longer. I hear Mr. Cheek is put 
from the Tower, and Sir Edward Hales' in his place. 
. Stratton, June 13, 1687. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

I HAVE just received yours of the 21st ; seasonable enough 
it comes to me, this being the eve of the sad day that ushered 
in the great calamity of my life ; the same day my dear Lord 
was carried from his house, I entertained the sad assurance of 
quickly after losing the sight of him for ever in this world ; 
what the manner of it will be in the next is dark and unknown 
to us ; it is enough that we shall be happy eternally. 

I think you judge amiss, good Doctor, that because those 
excellent rules and discourses I have by me do not fix me in a 
better (by a more settled) state of comfort, therefore your pres- 
ence would not have had some useful influence. Our senses are 

* Sir Edward Hales, Bart., a Roman Catholic. He was a Privy Coun- 
cillor, Lord of the Admiralty, and Lieut. -Govemor of the Tower. He 
followed James II. to France, and was created by him Earl of Tenterden, 
in Kent, Viscount Tunstall, and Baron Hales of Emley, May, 1692. 
He died in France in 1696. 
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quick, and a reflection as soon made as an object is presented ; 
also the inconyenience of indulging it is as soon confessed when 
a reasoning friend is present ; bat we cannot haye reconrse to 
papers, and will not, or cannot, being before prepossessed, re- 
collect by memory, and make application just then. Howerer, 
Doctor, thongh I am not cnred, my ill is less inveterate than 
sure it wonld have been without yonr pions labors, 

I spoke with Mr. Nott aboat the printing them, and he put 
me in mind of the hopes I had given him of the employment ; 
to which I answered, I could not do that till you was in town. 

My house is full of company ; to-morrow being Sunday, I 
purpose to sanctify it, if my grie& unhallow it not by unjustifi- 
able passions ; and having given some hours to privacy in the 
morning, live in my house as on other days, doing my best to 
be tolerably composed. It is my first trial ; for all these sad 
years past I have dispensed with the seeing anybody, or till 
late at night ; sometimes I could not avoid that without a sin- 
gularity I do not affect. There are three days I like best to 
give up to reflection ; the day my Lord was parted from his 
family, that of his trial, and the day he was released from all 
the evils of this perishing world.* 

I thank you again, good Doctor, for your seasonable prayer. 
It may be this shall be the last letter I send you from hence, 
though I stay till Monday se'nnight i variety of care and little 
affairs it is possible may prevent other exercises I stand more 
inclined to. When I come to Wobome, if no sooner, I will 
again repeat that I hold myself to be, good Doctor, 

Your obliged friend and servant. 

June 25, 1687. 

Miss Montague is with me. 

I hope breeding prevents my seeing my sister. 

^ Lord Russell was arrested June 26, tried July 18, and beheaded 
July 21, 1688. 
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THE PRINCESS OF ORANGE TO LADY RUSSELL. 

I DID not expect so many thanks, my Lady Bnssell, as I find 
in your letter by Mr. Dykyelt, who has said so much to me of 
all the marks of kindness yon showed both to the Prince and 
myself, that I should be ashamed not to have answered it 
sooner, but that you know one is not always provided with an 
opportunity of sending letters safely, of which indeed I am as 
much to seek now as ever, but hoping Mrs. Herbert* wiU 
sooner find one than I, I resolve to leave this with her, not 
knowing when it may come to you ; but whenever it does, pray 
do me the justice to believe, that I have all the esteem for you 
which so good a character deserves, as I have heard given you 
by all people both before I left England and since I have been 
here. And have had as much pity as any could have of the 
sad misfortunes you have had, with much more compassion 
when they happen to persons who deserve so well, and yet 
those are they we often see the most unlucky in the world, as 
you find by experience ; but I hope your son will live to be a 
comfort to you, which, under God, I believe will be the best 
you can have. As for myself, I can only assure both you and 
my Lord of Bedford, that I should be very glad it lay in my 
power to do you any kindness ; the same I can answer for the 
Prince ; and indeed you have expressed so much for us both 
to Mr. Dykvelt, that if it were possible it would increase the 
esteem I had before for you, which I shall be very glad of any 
occasion to show, and more to be better known to you, that I 
might persuade you myself of the desire I have that you should 
be one of my friends. 

Mabie. 
Honslerdyke, July 12, 1687. 

' Most probably the wife of Admiral Herbert, who was twice married : 
first, to Anne, daughter of a Mr. Hadley ; and, secondly, to Ann, daughter 
of Sir William Armine, and widow of Sir Thomas Wodehouse. 
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LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLLA.M. 

Good Doctor, I can stOl but do the same thing oyer again, 
thank you infinitely for all your good deeds to me. I must 
obserre to you how kindly Providence (I will imitate you, and 
not call it chance) disposes of your letters to my hands. I 
read yours of 11th July on the 20th, the eye of that day — I 
will not suffer my hand to writeyiatal, because the blow struck 
on it was that which gave etemaJirest to my beloyed Mend. I 
do not contend on these days witff frail nature, but keep her as 
innocent as I can. And now having laid all my sorrows at the 
foot of the throne of grace, I allow some of the remaining por- 
tion of my time to what disposes me best to cool my thoughts 
and entertain a tired mind, writing where I may do it freely ; 
where my weakness shall be pitied, not censured ; yet I shall 
be short, being forced to admit an interruption, not a welcome 
one this day ; Lady Sunderland, in her way to Windsor, making 
a visit, which I refused not in the afternoon to receive. To my 
best I took the method you offered me, and I must tell you, 
that when I came to that part of your letter, where you put the 
case, if my heart tells me so, as indeed it does, I made a full 
stop, and would read no further till I had considered, and ac- 
cused myself: then I compared how you had stated it for me, 
and found it just the same in matter. I had made him my idol, 
though I did not know it : loved man too much, and God too 
little; yet my constant prayer was not to do so; but not 
enough fervent I doubt. I will turn the object of my love all 
I can upon his loved children, and if I may be directed and 
blessed in their education, what is it I have to ask in relation 
to this perishing world for myself ? It is joy and peace in be- 
lieving that I covet, having nothing to fear but sin. 

This must find you at Windsor,* so my letter shall be the 
shorter ; I know how you will be taken up there. I perceive 
your business is a friendly charity ; it is a happy thing to be 

1 Dr. Fitzwilliam was a prebend of Windsor. 



Digitized by 



Google 



13d ^"^^^ &USSELL TO [1687. 

going about doing good : may yon do so long, Doctor. I hope 
you will find my sister carrying on a great belly. 
I will ever remain, good Doctor, 

Your obliged friend to serve you. 
July 21, 1687. 



LADY BUS8ELL TO DB. FITZWILLIAM. 

YouBS of the 28th September, telling me you will be long 
enough at the Bath to be told that you are kindly remembered 
by your friends, I desire, good Doctor, to be one of those that 
do so, and esteem myself much obliged to you for taking a por- 
tion out of your time (to let me know you thought on me) when 
it was 60 precious, as I take time to be to travellers. I wish you 
all the benefit of the waters you wish yourself; the same I do 
assure you. Sir, in all other occurrences of your life. It seems 
I must remit seeing you, as you once kindly intended. When 
I received your services to them, the Lady and mistress of 
Horsesheath* were both here ; they left us last Thursday, but I 
guess you may meet them at London, about the beginning of 
the term. My sister says she intends but a week's stay. I am 
in expectation to see my niece Digby in her way to Warwick- 
shire ; she sends me word she will dine here, and give me a 
sight of her little boy. Lord Campden and his Lady have been 
at Bremer with their cousin Kingston.* I am told the two 
cousins agree the country is a dull place in winter. I am easily 
drawn to believe my Lord Gainsborough might be sensible of 
a change at Tichfield, finding a mistress of it, and remembering 
those he had known there before ; but almost all changes seem 
strange, yet this world we are so apt to doat upon is a perpet- 
ual passing from one thing to another, and rarely to more 

* The residence of Lady Alington, in Cambridgeshire. 
« William Pierrepoint, Earl of Kingston, married Anne, eldest daughter 
of Robert Greville, Lord Brooke. 
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pleasing objects. Bat it is our duty to be contented with all 
—a hard task sometimes, Doctor. 

I hear the French King, as a finishing stroke, is preparing 
an edict which all new conrerts shall sign ; though so weak 
as to have signed before, yet they must now again, how they 
haye been instructed, and are in their hearts conyinced of 
the doctrine and practice of the Roman church, even to the 
article of Transubstantiation, that their sufferings have not 
been for religion, but their disobedience to the King's com-^ 
mands. / 

Doctor Burnet is outlawed in Scotland, and I am told a few 
days before (he knew it would be so), he invited all his friends 
to dinner, and after that was over took his solemn leave of 
them, resolving to converse no more with them.^ 

I ccm easily and with much satisfaction spend much time 
with you, but for expedition's sake, having an opportunity to 
send this by one just going to London, I will add no more Uian 
to sign a great truth, that I am. 

Your faithful sad friend and servant. 

Oct. 5, 1687. 

I have a large bundle of Gazettes can easily be conveyed to 
London ; but then you are at no leisure to read them, so unless 
you send for them their resting-place will be at Wobome. 

' None of his enemies had eyer been regarded by him (King James) 
vith such animosity as he now felt for Dr. Burnet — even blood would 
not slake that frantic hatred. The insolent divine must be tortured be- 
fore he were permitted to die. Fortunately, he was by birth a Scot ; and 
in Scotland his legs might be dislocated in the boot. Proceedings were 
accordingly instituted against him at Edinburgh ; but he had been natu- 
ralized in Holland: he had married a woman of fortune who was a native 
of that province ; and it was cejrtain that his adopted country would not 
deliver him up." — Macaulay's " England,'' voL ii. p. 244. 

16 
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LADY RUSSELL TO DR. PITZWILLUM. 

Althotjoh your letter, good Doctor, is dated 15th October, 
I read it not till the 20th, haying received that with many 
others so late, I beHeve it was past midnight before I had done : 
yours was not the last neither, for when I had run over my 
common and impertinent ones (such I term compliments of 
course or feigned ones), I hastened to yours ; indeed, you make 
me greater compliments than anybody else; but I have no 
charge against yon for doing so ; what they exceed in I must 
bring the accusation against myself. The near and pleasing 
concern you make the well being of me and mine to be to you, 
I believe most hearty and sincere, and kindly engages me to 
great thankfulness ; but amongst your choicest expressions, you 
are induced to say you could rather envy my condition than 
pity it, from an opinion of being supported and comforted 
with a well-grounded persuasion of my having a right and 
title to those precious promises, that will give a pleasant and 
perpetual rest to the weary and heavy laden soul. This, Doc- 
tor, is perhaps what you mistake in ; and I have led you into 
the error by speaking too well of my own thoughts or exer- 
cises, which are truly all mean and encompassed with uncom- 
fbrtable weakness ; yet I have not the confusion to reflect I 
have said anything from a false glory ; I should, if I can dis- 
cern right, wrong my own heart by it, and that grace of God 
which disposes me, though in the meanest degree, to ask for 
and thirst after such comforts as the world cannot give. What 
it can give I am most sure I have felt, and experienced them 
uncertain and perishing ; such I will never more (grace assist- 
ing) look after ; and yet I expect a joyful day, after some more 
mournful ones ; and though I walk sadly through the valley 
of death, I will fear no evil, humbling myself under the mighty 
hand of God, who will save in the day of trouble : He knows 
my sorrows and the weakness of my person. I commit myself 
and mine to him. 

I had, as you guess, Doctor, the satisfaction of seeing Lady 
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Digby, and her prosperous son, and hope she will maintain 
that hoQse with an honorable and yirtaous race. Lord Tiyiot* 
has been here two days of this week, fall fraught with stories 
out of Hampshire, some of them too much at the expense of 
such as must ever have a title to my best wishes, which fetched 
sighs from me. Yet the beauty of Providence should recon- 
cile us to all sorts of dispensations. I have sent a large packet 
of Gazettes ; and have no other papers I believe you have not 
seen. If I had that which you mention, of Remarks upon the 
Declaration, I have mislaid or it is taken away.' Another 
paper sent me with the Letter to the Dissenter vanished, so 
that I never read it ; that kind of title has kept it in my head 
ever since. Your curiosity. Doctor, is sure blameless, though 
very mean are most of the amusements of a life to endure so 
little a while, as the longest is upon earth. 

' Robert Spenser, brother of Henry, first Earl of Sunderland, and 
second son of William, second Lord Spenser, of Wormleighton, bj Lady 
Penelope Wriothesley, eldest daughter of Henry, Earl of Southampton, 
created Viscount of Tiviot, Oct. 20, 1686. 

' *< Of the numerous pamphlets in which the cause of the Court and the 
cause of the Church were at this time eagerly and anxiously pleaded be- 
fore the Puritan, now, by a strange turn of fortune, the arbiter of the 
fate of his persecutors, one only is stiU remembered, the < Letter to a 
Dissenter.' In. this masterly little tract, all the arguments which could 
convince a Non-conformist that it was his duty and his Interest to prefer 
an alliance with the Church to an alliance with the Court, were condensed 
into the smallest compass, arranged in the most perspicuous order, illus- 
trated with liyely wit, and enforced by an eloquence earnest indeed, yet 
never in its utmost vehemence transgressing the limits of exact good 
sense and good breeding. The effect of this paper was immense ; for, as 
it was only a single sheet, more than twenty thousand copies were circu- 
lated by the post. The Government was greatly irritated, and spared no 
pains to discover tiie author. Some imagined that they recognized the 
sentiments and diction of Temple. But, in truth, that amplitude and 
acuteness of intellect, that vivacity of fancy, that terse and energetic 
style, that placid dignity, half courtly, half philosophical, which the 
utmost excitement of conflict could not for a moment derange, belonged 
to Halifax, and to Halifax alone."— Macaulay's « England," vol. ii. 
p. 220. 
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The resah of the maAiefr of Magdalmie Ooilage fa knows to 
j<m before this, and will be to aa here, I hope to-morrow.* 

I am glftd 1117 sister has the adTantage of so good conpasy 
as jonrself is her soUtode, so I reckon Windsor bow, and sup- 
pose her Lord makes Areqnent visits to London ; there I expect 
to meet jon when December is begun, that am. 

Your obliged sincere servant. 

O^ 22, 1687. 

We have just heard the very ill news of Uie Princess^ mis- 
carriage. God comfort her, poor Lady. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. PITZWILLIAM. 

It is a reproach to myself, good Doctor, that I have not 
once since yon went given yon this mark of my respect; bnt 
it has come to pass, I think, from an invincible necessity ; 
nothing else can excnse it to myself, and that I know will to 
yon, who I believe will not soon accnse me of a crime I intend 
never to deserve to have laid to my charge. The truth is. Sir, 
the great affair you know die engaged in takes up both my time 
and thoughts. Many difficulties are met with by the manner of 
the settlements, and yet not got over : one week more I hope 
will make me guess at the issue. 

This day Miss Noel is made a wife, and my girls are but just 
come from the ceremony ; I should have spoke properly to have 
said yesterday, for I hear it strike one o'clock, yet I had company 
would sit to see my girls come home ; and I could not leave 
l^is to be written to-morrow, for I am to be in my coach at 
seven o'clock to dine with my sister Montague at Windsor. 

The news most talked of is, the King has sent to call over 

1 An interesting account of King James's arbitrary proceedings in 
his matter is given in Mr. Macaulay's " History of England," vol. ii. 
p. 287. 
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the English forces oat of Holland ;* the French papers will tell 
the rest. The town is fnll of what yon or I have little to do 
with, balls and rejoicings.^ It is time to close this from, 
Your faithful friend to serve you to my power. 
Jan. 27, 1687-8. 

One o'clock in the morning. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

Just after I had retrieved time enough to scribble to you, 
and inclose some French papers, I received yours of 24th 
January, which, though you would not term it such, I made 
as a sort of kind reproof, and indeed I had a guilt upon me, 
that it might justly be so, for I am ready to own I have received 
obligations enough from Doctor Fitzwilliam to make me careful 
to give him the mean content of such letters as mine. But in 
earnest I am in a great and constant hurry, from my careful 
endeavors to do my duty to my child," and to my ftiend, sister 
Margaret Russell,* which, by God's grace, I design to do as 
cordially as to my children. I meet with many difficulties in 
both ; yet, in my girls, there is no stop but such as the former 
settlements cause, which, from ^ny we can learn of yet, will 
hinder a conclusion till he is sixteen. 

' On the 17th of January, he wrote to the States General to demand 
the six English and Scotch regiments that were in their service. The 
2d of March he issued out a proclamation, ** forbidding his natural bom 
subjects to enter or enlist themselves in the service of any foreign prince 
or state, either by sea or land. The States did not think proper to send 
these regiments to the King in the present juncture.'' — Rapin, vol. ii. p. 
762, foUo. 

> On the 28d of December, 1687, a proclamation issued, appointing 
the 16th of January to be observed as a thanksgiving for the Queen's 
being with child, within the bills of mortality ; and the 29th of January 
in the rest of the churches of England. 

3 Her daughter's intended marriage. 

* Lord Stafford's addresses to Lady Margaret Russell. 
16* 
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I Xhnk jcm, good Doctor, for joar kind offur, wkieh, wbetli«r 
I ftoeept or not, I am sore I AM do all in a kind respeet to 
yon, and preserre the sense oi joar esteem to me and mine, 
and shall be sorry if I make not nee of it in the way yon desire 
I would take liberty to do. 

I trust, if I perfect this great work, my careful endeavors 
will prosper; only the Almighty knows what the event shall 
be ; but sure it is a glimmering of light I did not look for in 
my dark day. I do often repeat in my thoughts, the children 
of the just shall be blessed : I am persuaded their father was 
such ; and if my heart deceive me not, I intend the being so, 
and humbly bless Qod for it. 

I can send you no good news ; the best (in my opinion at 
least) is, if true what some say, we shall have no war, nor par- 
liament Here was lately great talk of setting out twenty sail 
to join the French fleet; many are divided about a parliament^ 
whether one shall be called or not. My boy said at dinner, it 
is a year of great wars, marriages, and robbing. To make 
good the second, it is reported Lord Hali&x is treating for 
the Lord Kent's son, and Lady Essex for Lord Carlisle's.^ 
Something of both I fancy there is. Some murders here have 
been> which no doubt have reached you before this will. But 
there is a private piece of news I know you will be sorry for. 
Poor Lord Oainsborough was seized on Tuesday s'ennight 
with a dead palsy all on one side ; his speech returned quickly, 
and the last news was, he was much mended, had stinred his 
leg, but not his arm, and my niece writ they feared he did not 
see with the eye on that side, but were loth to ask, for fear of 
disheartening him: if we hear he has passed a week, I hope he 
may recover to some degree. 

Queen Dowager's' resolutions for Portugal cannot be new 

> Charles Howard, third Earl of Gariisle, married Lady Anne Capel, 
only sarriTing daaghter of Artliiir, first EarV of Essex. 

« Catherine, Queen Dowager of Charles II., did not go to Portugal till 
March 80, 1692, alleging the great debt due to her by the King disabling 
her. 
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to yoa ; it occasions much talk ; her hmnor and waj of living 
not warning any to snspect she wonld retire out of the world. 
Lord Oxford has at last his regim^it taken from Mm.^ It is 
said the King told him he did not do it in regard to hie reli- 
gion, but his factiousness of mind, for his Majesty would have 
the test. The Queen goes on prosperously ; has seen two plays 
at WhitehaU. Now, you have all the reports I can make, I 
take my leave, and turn yon to the Gazettes. Here are some 
pamphlets, but I know not if you ciure to have them sent this 
way, and perhaps you have them idready; as reflections on 
Fagell's letter;* also reflections on the relation of the English 
Reformation lately printed at Oxford.^ 

I am, good Doctor, 

Your faithful friend. 
Feb, 10, 1687-8. 

The late audience at Court was new ; Dominicans in their 
habits as ambassadors from Cologne. Corker^ that was tried, 
is the chief, and is to live here at St. James's or Lincoln's Inn 
Fields; for the Papists have bought Lord Barkley'a in the one 
place, an4 Lady Bath's in the other. 

* Aubrey de Vere, twentieth Earl of Oxford, who died ia 1708, without 
male issue. He fell into disgrace with James, and joined King William 
on bis arriyal in England. 

' A letter to Mr. Stewart, giving an account of the Prince and Princess 
of Orange's thoughts concerning the Repeal of the Test and Penal Laws 
by Mynheer Qaspar, Baron de Fagel, Amst 1688. 4to. There are other 
pamphlets on this subject /wo and con. They may be seen in the library 
of the London Institution. 

> Reasons for abrogating the Test imposed upon all Members of Par- 
liament. Lond. 1688, 4 to. by Samuel Parker, Bishop of Oxford. Evelyn 
writes in his " Diary" on his death, " He was esteemed a violent, pas- 
Bionate, haughty man, but yet being pressed to declare for the Church 
of Rome, he utterly refused it. A remarkable end." 

* James Corker, a Benedictine Monk, was tried for being concerned in 
the Popish Plot, but acquitted in July, 1679. 
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THE PRINCESS OP ORANGE TO LADY RUSSELL. 

I HOPE my Lady Rnssell will do me the justice to believe I 
would not have kept three of the letters so long without an- 
swering, had I not wanted an opportunity of sending mine. 
But I hope Mr. Russell' who brought me one, will find a way 
to send this to you, for I can stay no longer from desiring you 
to make no more excuses for writing. If you knew the esteem 
I have for you, you would be persuaded your letters could not 
be too troublesome : and since you will make me believ/e it is 
some satisfaction to you, I shall desire you to continue, for I 
assure you I am extreme glad to contribute any way I can to 
that.. I hope this match of your daughter's will afford you all 
the joy and comfort you can desire. I don't question but you 
have made a very good choice ; and since I wish so well to my 
Lord Devonshire, I can't but be glad it is his son, believing 
you will have taught your daughter, after your own example, 
to be so good a wife, that Lord Cavendish can't choose but 
be very happy with her. I assure you I wish it with all my 
heart, and if that could contribute anything to your con- 
tent, you may be sure of as much as it is possible for you to 
have ; and not only my wishes, but upon all occasions, I shall 
be glad to ghow more than bywords the esteem J have for 
you. t Marie. 

Hague, Feb. 18, 1687-8. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

I HAVE read your letter enough to know your thoughts upon 
several matters, but not as I would do deliberately, or to ex- 
amine how heartily I join with you in every point ; nor will I 
defer writing till I do ; though I never had less time (if so 

* Afterwards Earl of Orford. He was much employed by the Whig 
party, in oomraimicating with the Prince of Orange on the eye of the 
ReYolution. 
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HtUe) at my own disposal ; so tiiat unless I dispatch this, it is 
very likely I may delay till next post. I meet with hard dif- 
ficulties in the lawyers' hands ; we are forced to be with a great 
many of that profession, which is very troublesome at this 
time to me, who would fain be delivered from them, conclude 
my affair, and so put some period to that inroad methlnks I 
make in my intended manner of living the rest of my days on 
earth. But I hope my duty shall always prevail above the 
strongest inclination I have. I believe to assist my yet help- 
less children, is my business ; which makes me take many din- 
ners abroad, and do of that nature many things, the perform- 
ance of which is hard enough to a heavy and weary mind ; but 
yet I bless God I do it. 

Letters came out of Holland on Wednesday night, which, in 
as respectful terms as is possible in that case, refUse to send 
the troops, saying, they have cost them a great deal, they are 
threatened on all hands, siad know of nO capitulation which 
obliges them to send them, the King being quiet at home and 
abroad. But if his Majesty had occasion, they would soon 
send them, and many more to his aid ; and for such officers as 
would retire from them they were at liberty. 

I have been told the King should say, Amsterdam had better 
intentions, but the parts of the States prevailed, who, perhaps, 
had a mind to quarrel, but seemed to imply he had none. This 
piece of news I would insert, though I have a man of business 
by me, whom I must speak to when I have closed this. 

Sister Alington has sold her house to Lord Bristow, so is 
kept still in town. Lady Manchester was married last Wednes- 
day to a fourth son* of George Montague, a man of twenty- 

> Chftrles Montague, afterwards Earl of Halifax ; he was praised by 
Addison and Steele, but satirized by Pope — 

•* Proud as Apollo on his forked hill, 
Sate fuU-blo?m Bufo, puflTd by every quill." 

Epistle to Arbuthnot. 

"The Hind and Panther transyersed; or, the City and Country 
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foar ; the same was said to have writ the answer to the Hind 
and Panther. Lord Oainsboroagh is better. I have writ yonr 
compliments this morning to sister Montagae. 

Next week yon shall have the letters you ask for, and the 
Reflections on the Reformer. I do not justify the sharpness of 
them ; though I wish him very well that is guilty of the fault, 
the other justly deserves it. 

Feb. 17, 1687-8. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

You are the most encouraging Doctor I ever knew. If I 
went fast in that affiur, which perhaps takes up my thoughts 
too much, I believe you would seek and find some parallel to 
comfort me in my proceedings, which I am apt enough to think 
are done with a very poor conduct. Certainly to WQrk alone, 
as it is said, so it often leaves one doubtful, but none can do 
more than they are fitted for ; my will is with the best I am 
sure, and my hope is great that I am assisted with the best 
Director of our minds, and Disposer of all events : so I go 
quietly on, desire great diligence in all my actions, and expect 
by that slowness you so well approve of, to discover at one 
time what I cannot in another, that so I may complete this 
great work with as few errors as I can reasonably expect to 
make. I have a well-bred Lord to deal with, yet inflexible, if 
the point is not to his advantage. I am to meet him this 
morning at eleven o'clock at the lawyer's chambers, proposing 
to give a finishing stroke to the agreement between us, and 
then the deeds will be drawn in a few more weeks, I hope, and 
this matter perfected. That of Lady Margaret is to Lord 

Mouse," was the joint production of Montague and Prior. " It was 
written," says Sir Walter Scott, in his note on Dryden's Works, "to ridi- 
cule Drjden's poem, and turns chiefly upon the incongruity of the em- 
blems Dryden adopted, and the inconsistencies into which his plan led 
him." 
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Strafforde. Ood knows there are many exceptions, bat the 
gentleman is a worthy, honest man, and made an indulgent 
husband to the Earl of Darby's daughter. He is afflicted with 
stone and gout.* 

I could not have imagined the accident of the penknife would 
have proved so bad a business ; you must owe it to your own 
neglect : and your happy and profitable reflections upon it to 
the goodness of God. 

I now send you the book you would have ; there are two 
sheets more as answers, or resolutions to the Bishop of Oxford :■ 
one sheet treats of idolatry ; the other of transubstantiation, 
more loosely writ than the first ; the party, I hope, stands cor- 
rected. I cannot yet procure a sight of them, for more time 
than I just took to read them, the bulk of them being seized. 
But there is a Treatise of the nature of Idolatry, which 
eclipses all others, as the wise say ; if you want it I will send 
it next week ; as also a Parliamentum Pacificum,' which is 
hugely cried up. 

You know my appointment, and while I am thus employed 

* William Wentworth, secoqd Earl of Strafford, married first Lady 
Mary Stanley, daughter to James Earl of Derby; the match in question 
did not take place, as Lord Strafford married for his second wife, Hen- 
rietta, daughter to Frederick Charles de Roye de^la Rochefoucauld. 

* Most probably, three tracts by Burnet— 1. ** An Enquiry into the 
Reasons for abrogating the Test," &c. 4to. 1688. 2. " A Second Part of 
the Enquiry," &c. 4to. 1688. 8. " A Continuation of it," 4to. 1683. 
The two last-mentioned tracts were published together subsequently, 
under the title, "A Discourse concerning Transubstantiation and Idolatry, 
being an Answer to the Bishop of Oxford's Plea relating to these Two 
Points," 4to. 1688. 

* *< Parliamentum Pacificum ; or, the Happy Union of King and People 
in an healing Parliament, asserting FagePs Letter to be a Forgery, or at 
least not approved by the Prince and Princess," by John Northleigh, 
M. D. 4to., 1688, author of several other tracts about this time ; the one 
in question is not mentioned in Watt's Bib. Brit A copy of the pamphlet 
is in the British Museum. Burnet confuted this in his ^' Reflections on 
Parliamentum Pacifium," 4to. 1688. 
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have Bomethiag to do to remember it. I am nndresaed at ten 
o'clock. 

Good Doctor, 
I am ever yonr faithful friend and servant. 

Nothing bat one so nnthonghtfnl as myself could forget to 
thank yon for your cheeses ; when eating will not remember 
one, I know not what can. All onr snpping company are yonr 
Bervants. 

March 16, 1687-8. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

When I tell you, good Doctor, the errand of this paper 
(that is, the immediate one), you will not expect it should be 
long. It is to tell you my child was married yesterday.* I 
hope the prospect is good, and God's Holy Spirit has been 
my director in this whole affair. I do not ask your prayers ; I 
know I have had them, and have them still. Dean Sharp per- 
formed the office ; and now I take leave for this time ; it is the 
only letter I shall write to-day, I guess, being yet in some 
hurry. We all dine at Lord Devonshire's to-day ; one week 
more will set me at leisure, I trust, to consider of this sad season 
of the year ; to me, though sadly, not unusefully, I trust 
in God. 

I am your faithful friend. 

Jcme 22, 1688. 

Lord Devonshire interrupted me yesterday morning as I was 
just going to put up my letter, to make his present of a pair 
of diamond pendants, and stayed so long I forgot this letter 
till it was too late, so I send it now by the post. 

1 Rachel, elder daughter of Lord and Lady Rachel Russell, married 
Lord Cayendish, second Duke of Deyonshire, K.G. 
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LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

Good Doctor, my careful attendance on my young couple at 
London, kept me in so perpetual a hurry, that I had not my 
mean ordinary comprehension in things. For an instance to 
you, I could not, by your last of the 5th, find where you were; 
from home I saw, but did not see the W. before the date, which 
I do not wonder at from the badness of my eyes, and reading 
hastily ; but I do, that by your discourse in it, I should not 
find you at Windsor ; but so it was, I did not, nor guessed at 
it, till sister Montague told me at nine o'clock at night, you 
were there. I did as soon resolve to send you a line or two, 
but was defeated ; company I found at home great store, and 
business, when rid of them ; so that, having no time my own 
all day, when I heard it strike two o'clock I went to bed, 
hoping for a moment in the morning ; but though I rise at 
five, I was mistress of none ; at half an hour past six was to 
be in the coach, and which I was the more careful to be, be- 
cause Lord Bedford, who went earlier, would stay dinner for 
me ; we drove so well he did not, and that night, I bless God, 
we got all well to this place. The pensive quiet I hope for 
here, I think, will be very grateful to my weary bo4y and mind ; 
yet, when I contemplate the fruits of the trial and labor of these 
last six months, it brings some comfort to my mind, as an evi- 
dence that I do not live only to lament my misfortunes, and 
be humbled by those heavy chastisements I have felt, and must 
forever in this life press me sorely. That I have not sunk under 
the pressure has been I hope in mercy, that I might be better 
fitted for my eternal state ; and form the children of a loved 
husband before I go hence. With these thoughts I can be 
hugely content to live ; and the rather as the clouds seem to 
gather and threaten storms ; though God only knows how I 
may acquit myself, and what help I may be, or what example 
I shall give to my young creatures; I mean well towards them, 
if I know my heart. I wish I could advise you substantially, 
to the end you ask it for about a lawyer. I know few, and 
17 
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made use of bnt one, who appears to me an ingenions and 
honest man; it is Mr. Erers, of Lincoln's Inn, bnt he is so 
exceedingly fhll of business, it makes him slow to dispatch; he 
seems to me to be a man of integrity, and I think not a High- 
chnrchman in his principles. I give the hint, that if you should 
happen to converse with him, you may know the better how to 
do it without distaste. 

You caution me to mollify, by a right construction, any ex- 
pression of yours that may be hardly worded: you need not do 
it, for if at any time there should be cause (as I know none) I 
shall not fail to do as you desire, who in all things will endeavor 
to appear 

Your most grateful friend and servant. 

July 19, 1688. 



If you call here, you will be very welcome. 



LADY RUSSELL TO LADY ALINGTON. 

I PERCEiVB, sister, you are very tender in regard to the per- 
sons of others, but rigid to your own self, or you would never 
imagine a remaining guilt where I fancy there was never any ; 
for I can either allow myself to think my brother in some fault, 
or have such a deference to your judgment as to believe there 
was none anywhere. However it was, my request was not 
scorned, and so my end was served, and I am yours with great 
respect, and very sorry you have had any new interruption in 
your health; I learn from my Lord Bedford it was accidental, 
by putting ice to a wrong use. I take it to be an ingredient 
almost as dangerous in a family as rats-bane, servants being so 
ill judges of its use. The good consequence of country air, I 
believe, would be as much advantageous to you, if you would 
take it, as we shall find it: the season is temperate and pleasant. 
The rest and pensive quiet of it is very grateful to we^ whose 
body nor mind is fitted for the hurry of the last siz months ; 
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and I wish I may so profit of the time I may make my own 
here, as to repair in some meajsnre my want then, by being so 
busy in worldly matters. Yet it was such a duty, and in ^ 
pearance I was so blessed in it, that this reflection was some- 
times a refreshment to me, that I did not live only to grieve 
at, and be humbled, for those heavy chastisements my soul has 
felt aiid must still feel, till my eternal rest, where we shall weep 
nor sorrow no more. I am so apt to exceed all bounds when 
I let myself loose on some subjects, that nothing can recover 
me, but a short breaking off, which I will do with this assur- 
ance of my being, 

Your humble servant and sister. 
Angoflt 25, 1688. 



DR. TILLOTSON TO LADY RUSSELL. 

Honored Madam — 

I received yours the night before I was going for Tunbridge, 
at my return from whence I did fully design to have sent a line 
or two to have inquired after the welfare of your Ladyship and 
your children ; but I see it is in vain to contend with a good- 
ness which doth always prevent the most forward of your 
friends and servants. I am now newly returned from thence, 
where I left the good Princess very well, and I thjnk much 
better than ever I saw her. That very evening I parted from 
your Ladyship at the Tabernacle, I received by two messen- 
gers, two letters from my wife, who in the first told me she 
fieared my child was dying, which troubled me much ; in the 
other that she was perfectly well, which amazed me more, 
"thus it was — when the child was grown very weak, all on the 
sudden there gushed from her head down her nose with great 
violence a good quantity of water, which brought along with 
it a pretty big piece of cork; which either the child herself, or 
one of her little brothers had thrust up into her nose, where it 
had remained above six weeks ; by the stoppage and pain 
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whereof the child was extremely wasted, but from the moment 
it came away was at perfect ease ; so soon can God when he 
pleases tarn onr mourning into joy. I tronble your Ladyship 
with a more particular account of this, because you are pleased 
to be concerned for me ; and your advice to leave off syringing, 
which I told your Ladyship did always put the child into 
grievous agonies, was by God's good providence very happy 
for the child, because it would probably have forced up the 
cork so far, that it could not have been got down. 

I came to town on purpose two or three days after, to have 
prevented your Ladyship's further trouble of searching out the 
papers, for which I most humbly thank you, and have no occa- 
sion now to call for them. But I found your Ladyship gone 
the day before ; and now it is time to come to your letter, and 
to tell your Ladyship how glad I am to hear that all your fa- 
mily are well, and that you met with some rest after your toil and 
labor in a business, from which I heartily pray that you and your 
good daughter may reap all the comfort and satisfaction that 
you can wish; and that the present appearances of things seem 
so fairly to promise. But I need not tell to your Ladyship how 
little reckoning is to be made of any of the comforts of this 
world. All our hopes but those of another world are built 
upon uncertainty and vanity. Till we come to the regions 
above, we shall never be out of the reach of storms and tem- 
pests. Thither let us always be aspiring in our minds, and 
pressing forward towards that blessed state. But why do I say 
this to one that hath a much more lively sense of these things t 

I pray God to preserve my Lord Cavendish in his travels 
from the hazards of all kinds to which he is likely to be exposed, 
and to return him to you and to his excellent lady greatly im- 
proved in all true, noble, and virtuous qualities. My mind doth 
presage much happiness to you in him ; I am sure I earnestly 
wish it. I will not forget your commands of congratulation 
when I see my Lord. As for my friend* who is so mindful in 

* Doctor Fitzwilliam. 
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the midst of his prosperity of his old friiBnds, I beg of your 
Ladyship when you have the opportunity to let him know, that 
I have a true sense of his constant friendship. For the paper 
he mentions, I believe it is well received generally on both sides.* 
For men's heats are much allayed, and they have now patience 
to hear of their faults, if they be told them in a civil way, with- 
out anger and ill-will, as that paper does with great skill, con- 
sidering the nicety and tenderness of the subject. So that, if 
it hath not fully pleased both, it hath the good fortune to have 
provoked neither. It is too much according to my mind, for 
me to be fit to commend it. I will only say this of it, that it 
is both very artificial, and very honest — ^two things which sel- 
dom meet together. 

I ought now to make a long apology for this long trouble I 
have given you, but I will not, in excuse of one fault, commit 
another. 

I pray God to preserve you and yours, and to send us a good 
meeting at your return to London. In the mean time, and for 
ever, I must remain. 

Honored Madam, 

Your Ladyship's obliged. 

And most humble servant, 

Jo. T*ILL0TS0N. 
Canterbury, Sept. 6, 1688. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

If you could, good Doctor, see the letter I left in my closet 
at London, it would be a demonstration to you, that no hasty 
or irregular motion puts my friends out of my mind ; for though 
I failed in the executive part, yet I was not careless in that 
took up more of my time. I very formally wrote my letter, 

» "The Absolute Impossibility of Transubstantiation Demonstrated.** 
London: 1688, folio, by Samuel Johnson, Chaplain to Lord Russell, and 
well known for his exertions in the cause of Protestantism. 

11* 
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laid by the Gazettes, and then, as in our best endeavors we often 
do spoil all, by some defect in the close, so did I now, by for- 
getting to give my letter to be sent to yon. 

I was bnt two whole days in town, went on Saturday, was 
early back on Tuesday, found all here well, as I bless God I 
left them, and all at London in amaze, all talking of the same 
matter ; and I believe there is no considerable change since, for 
it was then agreed the Prince of Orange could not be ready for 
sailing till this day.* This sort of weather and wind keeps the 
apprehensions at a distance, and, if it continues any time, may 
possibly disperse them altogether ; but it is known to God alone 
what shall be the event of these things. We may wonder, and 
heartily say, his ways are unsearchable, and past finding out. 

Those are happy, who in the midst of confusions can faith- 
fully believe the end.of all shall be rest; and if we can evidence 
to our hearts, we have a title according to the promises of tiie 
gospel, to that happy rest, what can be a very uneasy disturb- 
ance ? Nothing should be, I am certain ; yet we find pretences 
for it. I think I fear not for myself, but I am afraid what risk 
my children may run ; and if that were not, our weak faith 
would furnish us out with some other reason to justify, as we 
fancy, our too great carefulness. I will do what I can not to 
exceed, and so bid you adieu for this time. 

Oct 1, 1688. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

Such letters as yours, Sir, do not disturb my quiet, but quiet 
my disturbance. Before this, I guess, if mine of the 5th does 
not miscarry one way, as that will tell you another did another 
way, you will know I wanted not yours to draw your return 

' " The wind, which had hitherto been west, was east all this day. 
Wonderful expectation of the Dutch fleet. Public prayers ordered to be 
read in the churches against invasion." — Evelyn's " Diary," vol. ii. p. 
656. 
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from me. I forgot when I wrote on Friday, to put np the Ga- 
zettes, nor are they entire now, for my journey to London put 
me and them out of order, and all of late date are wanting. 
The winds keep them back, as it does, as the King says, the 
Dutch at a distance from us. Thus we are experimenting how 
much God can restrain the spirit of Princes, and, by holding in 
the winds, disappoint the greatest, and doubtless, as they think, 
the wisest laid designs. 

What has passed between the Bishops and the King is, we 
are told, a secret ; but things are coming about into their old 
channel, above any expectation you or I had when we met 
last.* 

I have scarce had time to run over your philosophical lecture, 
but I suppose if I had, or when I have read it at more leisure 
over, I shall not find myself very well furnished to use many 
words in my answer ; now I have none, for my letters are called 
for, and the company come into my chamber, which I keep for 
a great cold. I have been complaining in most of my letters, 
how near to nothing I am when this poor carcase is diseased, 
so very feeble in my mind and body ; but I mend my opinion 
of myself now I read how listless you are upon such another 
occasion. I am glad yours is near over ; mine is but begun, 

^ "The King gaye an audience to all the Bishops who were then in 
London. The Primate was spokesman. He respectfully asked that the 
administration might be put into the hands of persons duly qualified; that 
all acts done under pretence of the dispensing power might be revoked ; 
that the Ecclesiastical Commission might be annulled; that the wrongs 
of Magdalen CoUege might be redressed ; and that the old fhmchises of 
the municipal corporations might be restored. The King commanded 
himself sufficiently to return thanks for this unpalatable counsel, and pro- 
mised to consider what he had said. Of the dispensing power he would 
not yield one tittle. But some of Sancroft's suggestions were adopted. 
Within forty-eight hours the Court of High Commission was abolished, 
and a week later the Bishop of Winchester had it in charge from the 
King to correct whateyer was amiss in that society. In a few days vp- 
peared a proclamation restoring the forfeited franchises of all the muni- 
cipal corporations." — Macaulay's "England," yol. ii. p. 466. 
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nor would my letter be more, I think, if I had time to enlarge. 
The Anatomy of an Eqtdvcdent is the newest good paper I 
know; I have been lent it only to read, and have it not any 
more.* 



LADY RUSSELL TO LORD CAVENDISH. 

MtLokd — 

As yours, wrote 16th October; has lain by me many days, so 
I may say, and justify the saying it, that I have as often been 
desirous to tell you how welcome these marks of respect and 
remembrance are to me ; but I will not by insignificant letters 
make often waste of so precious a thing as time is, which, if 
misspent, can never be recovered, since it can never be recalled ; 
and if employed as such by you, as I doubt not but it is, you 
ore then a gainer by every moment of it, to the honor and plea- 
sure, I trust, of many years : and that you may do so, and then 
be so rewarded for your ingenious labor, you have the strongest 
wish of my affectionate heart, and constant prayers to the great 
Dispenser of all good to us his creatures. 

I am glad that in your solitude (for such I esteem your stay 
at Brussels) you have met with so good a companion as Lord 
Kingston." I resist my will when I do not urge you 

&c. But 

finding you are going further from us, I must tell you how con- 
cernedly my prayers and best wishes attend you. Your return 
would be a time of more sensible content to me, and yet if I 
were to dispose of your person, what you are to do should be 

* Written by George Savile, Marquis of Halifax. In the "Ellis Cor- 
respondence," Tol. ii. p. 172, it is said to make "a great noise, and is 
censured according to each man's passion. It is very sharp and biting, 
though the application be veiled over, and is said to be writ by a noble 
peer." 

' William Fourth Earl of Kingston, of that title, which became extinct 
in the person of Evelyn second Duke of Kingston in 1778. 
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my choice for you ; for to live well in the world, it is for certain 
most necessary to know the world well. We are under the 
same protection in all places where we can be. 'Tis very true 
the circumstances of our beings do sometimes require our bet- 
ter diligence and watch over ourselves, than at other times; and 
it is now going to be so with your Lordship : you are launch- 
ing into the ocean; if you steer wisely, you secure a calm for 
your whole life ; you will discern the vanity of all the pomps 
and glories of this world ; how little intrinsic good there is in 
the enjoyment ! and how uncertain it is how long we shall en- 
joy that good there is in theml And by observation, you will 
be made sensible how much below the dignity of human nature 
it is to gain one's point, let the matter be what it will, by any 
mean or insincere way. 

Having proved all, I hope you will choose the best, and take 
under your care the whole compass of virtue and religion. 

Oct., 1688. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

My good intention has been hid from you, good Doctor, by 
my letter, &c. failing to come to your hands, which I sent the 
21st of this month, as I find it upon record in my noted paper ; 
there is nothing lost by it, except that mark which writing gives 
of my respect towards you ; and that you do not question, I 
believe. 

We in the country are still kept under wonder and expecta- 
tion ; the cloud is very thick that is spread over us ; but this 
is our support (if we can but maintain our courage for awhile) 
that nothing that can befall us can hurt us much ; being the 
power of man reaches no further than these frail bodies, that 
must, however, in a little while lie down, until that glorious day 
of the Lord, when all men's works shall be tried by a right 
judgment. Then shall we see many justified that have stood 
condemned with the world ; till then I desire to wait with pa- 
tience. 
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I have t0ld yoa before, if my paper baB at all come to yon, 
that Lord Bedford is preparing to remove from this place, if 
the Prince lands northwards, to Chenies, in Buckinghamshire. 

I hear Lord Cavendish^ is well at Brussels ; he says he has 
much of my Lord Kingston's company, who, being there, will 
stay till he hears a little more from hence. GK>d have you in 
his protection, is the prayer of 

Your friend and servant. 

Oct. 28, 1688. 

The Doohess of Somerset I hear has a girl. 



LADY RUSSELL TO THE EARL OP STRAFFORD." 

Mt Lord — 

I have very justly obeyed the commands of your Lordship's 
last letter, 30th October, both to my Lord Bedford and my 
sister ; and had not failed sooner to have made my report of doing 
so to your Lordship, and with what sentiments they received 
your valuable esteem, and so resolved an aflFection, as you ex- 
press ; but I had put my letter into Lady Clinton's' hands be- 
fore I had showed it to my Lord Bedford, and so stayed for its 
return to me, which that good Lady took care it should do, 
with some advantage, sending with it a particular how the mo- 
ney for Stowel was disposed of. I believe I might accidentally 
induce her to it, though my words did not require it ; which 

1 <'In the month of August, Lord Cayendish was sent to finish his eda- 
oation by tr&y^ling on the Continent. His father was probably not sorry 
that he should be out of the way of the difficult scenes that were likely 
to ensue, while he was yet too young to take an active part in them. He 
was first sent to Brussels, and from thence into France and Italy, and re- 
mained above two years abroad, returning to England at the end of the 
year 1690."— Miss Berry's Memoir, p. 86. 

* William seeond Earl of Strafford. He died Oct., 1695. 

* Pvobably Snaan, daughter to Anthony Penniston, Esq., the second 
wife of Sir Edward Clinton, afterwards sixth Earl of Lincoln. 
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were onlj, that if the money was not so paid, as that the por- 
tion wonld clear the jointure, I foresaw a rock not to be got 
over, if times shoald so settle that business of snch a nature 
could proceed. And truly, my Lord, I tMnk discouragements 
do visibly wear illegible, but the storm rather increases, that 
will not admit of leisure for dispatches of this nature. I am 
charged with more respectful compliments fi*om my Lord Bed* 
ford than I know how to express ; and when our troubles are^ 
by the power and mercy of God, less violent, I shall watch the 
time to please your Lordship in my reports, better than it has 
been my fortune of late to do, though I have at all times equally 
desired to approve myself. 
Nov. 26, 1688. 



LADY RUSSELL TO LADY CLINTON. 

It is fit your Ladyship should know I received your letter, 
and the inclosed, which was more than looked for, the meaning 
I had being only to hint what blocks I feared might be found, 
when other difficulties might be surmounted ; but you are too 
watchful a friend to leave anything undone, which may be of 
the least use. I hope the m^ey is well husbanded, though I 
want skill to know justly what the portion may discharge. 

But, Madam, nothing, I think, can just now occasion a reso- 
lution for a treaty, the cloud over us hangs too heavy. I have 
wrote this post to my Lord, and hope he will not complain, at 
least not of 

November 25, 1688. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

Truly, good Doctor, you are very condescending, to take 
my pretending to advise in so good part ; I thought I had a 
good assurance you would do so, or I should not have been so 
free, being nobody abounds less in their own sense than I be- 
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lieve I do ; but where I wish well, and suppose it will be well 
taken, I speak freely. I was not apt to think you ever were 
vain or lavish in your own layings out, only, perhaps, not re- 
straining enough in very allowable expenses ; nay, commendable 
ones in another age ; but the prospect at home called upon us 
to provide : y«t, while I am reflecting thus wisely, I feel who 
wants severe reproof, and cannot draw up so unblamable a par- 
ticular as you have taken the pains to do ; but however it is, 
we can only do our best for the time to come; and I pray God 
to put the same earnest care into the hearts of all the people 
of this nation. There is no time so hazardous but the righteous 
and the repentant may run into Him and be safe ; and if we 
must not escape the judgments of the sword, yet I trust it shall 
cut off only such as most notoriously cumber God's ground : 
and that in the midst of wrath He will remember mercy, if we 
will but meet Him in his judgments, as miserable sinners ought 
to do ; and as I question not but numbers in this land do. 

It was surprising to hear of the Princess's absenting herself,* 
but one hears every day so much, which is so, that unless one 
would write a volume, it is not easy to enter on the subject of 
news ; and yet it being more difficult to rest on any other, I will 
conclude this from 

Your ever affectionate friend and servant. 

Nov. 30, 1688. 



TO LADY MARGARET RUSSELL." 

November 29, 1688. 
I HAVE taken a larger size of paper, that I may have more 
room to quarrel with Lady Margaret for saying so unkind a 
thing as that she obliges me with a short letter, it being a 

' Princess Anne went aT?ay Nov. 25. 

* The above letter, written from London on the 29th November, 1688, 
addressed to Lady Margaret RusseU at Wobum, although containing 
merely the reports and gossip of the moment, may not be unentertaining 
to the reader. 



Digitized by 



Google 



168a] LADY MABGAEET BUSSELL. 206 

ciyility I never was guilty of to your Ladyship ; but since you 
have given me the example, I will endeavor to practise it. I 
hoped you had been so just as to believe that, next your com- 
pany, you could not more oblige me than with a letter ; and Uie 
longer they were, the greater favor they were esteemed by your 
humble servant. I have not had the happiness <^ seeing your 
aunt Bristol, or hearing anything of her a great while : the last 
I did was when she was in tears for her nephew Frank's revolt, 
and that so many of her family should be rebels to the Crown. 
I heard the great Lady^ (said) she could not go to bed last 
winter till she had heard one said lately that she hated all the 
Bussells. I fear all this together will break my good friend's 
heart. I confess I never longed more to see her than I do now» 
but I think she stirs little abroad. Mr. Francis Russell's coach 
and six, and all his baggage, were taken going to him. Soon 
after the Prince landed, the packet-boat was taken going to 
Holland, but nothing of any great consequence, as I heard of. 
Letters of his to the States and other Princes, and one of Dr. 
Burnet's to his dear, and William Harbord's to his wife, with 
my dear and my duck, Ac, Ac, and Mr. Foster's to his lady 
to send him some beds, lodgings being very ill. They serve to 
make jests on, but little else, I think. Mrs. Boyle has a daugh- 
ter. I hear, but how true I cannot tell you, that the match is 
going on again with Miss AUington and Lord Fanshaw. The 
Duke of Albemarle is dead. Lord Dover is gone to Ports- 
mouth, being governor of that place in the Duke of Berwick's 
room. Lord Milford and Duke of Northumberland are made 
of the bedchamber, in Lord Churchill's and Duke of Grafton's 
places. They say Lord Feversham was upon his knees two 
hours, and cried and begged the King but to secure Lord 
Churchill; but he would believe nothing ill of him. Mr. Griffin 
is made a lord, and to be called Lord Griffin, for his fidelity. 
They say the Queen is told Lady Cornbury* lines all her gowns 

1 James the Second's qaeen, Mary of Modena. 
« Lady Catherine 0*Bryen, sole daughter of the Lord 0'Bryen,/elde8t 
son of Henry, sixth Earl of Thomond. 
18 
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wMi orsDge color, and wears nothing bat orangie ribbons. 
They say our yonng Prince is to be bronght back again next 
week from Portsmouth, and pnt into the Bishop of Canterbury'^ 
hands to be brought np : yon may believe it, if yon please. 
The great guns came by ns yesterday, into town again ; bnt ihe 
Momonition, J think, is lost. The King goes to Windsor to- 
morrow, and there, it is said, will encamp all his Mrmy that is 
left ; but the good Qneen stays to goyem ns here. The Lords 
and Bishops that were summoned on Tuesday, pressed very 
hard for a free Parliament : the King took till next morning to 
consider of it, and then agreed to it ; and Lord Chancellor gave 
order for the writs to be ready to-day, that no time may be lost; 
so it is to be called with all speed, and Commissioners, they 
say, are to be sent to the Prince, to know what he demands. 
The town names Lord Halifax, Lord Nottingham, Lord Car- 
berry, for the Commissioners ; the two first were sent for yes- 
terday, and were a great while with the King alone. Lord 
Lumley, they say, has secured Newcastle, and some other Lords, 
Hull ; Lord Bath has taken Lord Huntingdon prisoner at Ply- 
mouth : his lady desired he might be exchanged for Lord Love- 
lace, who the Papists say is released. Lord Devonshire, they 
say, when the Prince's declaration was read, and that part of 
being invited in by the Lords Temporal and Spiritual, declared 
he was one, and Lord Delamere did the same, and it is said 
they declared for the King, the Protestant religion, and a free 
Parliament. Skelton is made Governor of the Tower, which 
it is said the City is less satisfied with than with Hales. We 
have no news of the Princess, but hope she is safe. It is said 
there was an order out that morning to have secured her. The 
Prince George of Denmark made his escape with the Duke of 
Ormond, much after the same manner : supped with the King, 
on Saturday night, and went to bed, but soon rose again, and 
it is said made it his business at supper to condemn those that 
were gone, and how little such people were to be trusted, and 
sure the Prince could put no confidence in such, &c. Lady 
Littleton talks of coming after Christmas, if things are settled 
here. 
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I bave not k^t mj ptotMse at the beginaitig, fio h«rd it i0 
for me to break an old custom ; bat to pimish you a little, at 
present, is no grief to me, being not at this time Ladj Marga- 
ret's humble servant. Lord Dumbarton seized Colonel Eirke 
^^ at the head of 3,000 or 4,000 men, going, as was suspected, to 

the Prince of Orange ; and he is brought to Lond^^n, and to be 
teied, as it is said, by a council of war. Lord Halifiii, they say, 
made the most tender and obliging speech at Council that was 
ever heard ; but they do not give thai character of Lord Cla- 
rendon's, but the contrary. Duke of Berwick has Lord 
ChurchilPs troop of guards, or the Duke of Grafton's, I know 
not which ; and Lord Arran has his regiment of horse, and hm 
brother his regiment. Colonel Blirke has been before the Coun- 
cil this day, and the King has taken his word, and he is only 
confined to his chamber. Lord Churchill and Prince George 
have written the most submissive letters to the King that can 
be, and it is said there is one from the Prince of Orange too, 
but that it is not known what is in it. Sir George Hewet is 
gone ten days ago, and Mr. Heningame. 
Thursday night. 

For the Bight Hon. the Lady Margaret Russell, 
at Woobum Abby, Bedfordshire. 

Woobom Bagg. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

I WISH you prosperous, good Doctor, in your new economy, 
and hope it is so far off being too late, that it is too early to 
begin, more than is very decently prudent ; since, I trust, we 
have some reasonable prospect to believe such as you yourself 
may live, and enjoy what is their own. 

So great a change has appeared in the space of one month. 
May the great Dispensator of all these wonderful events dispose 
our hearts and minds, and direct them to a right use of so much 
mercy ; and let it be his will to perfect the work He has to do 
among us, to the comfort of every serious and thoughtful Christ- 
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ian. It is a time, I confess, one would be very glad to spend 
some hours in free discourse with a friend there is no need to 
disguise any thought before ; when it is denied, oiie must be 
content as one can. 

I think, having stayed so long in the country, in the hurly- 
burly, we shall try it a little longer. The carriers and coach- 
men that come from the North, inform us many gentlemen in 
the North are in arms, all horse ; that in Yorkshire they may 
have 10,000 as soon as they please ; but they refuse all except 
horse; and that many Papists were got into Hull. This night's 
letters signify the surprising of that place, and declaring for a 
free Parliament. 

I am. Sir, and ever to continue such. 

Your faithful friend and servant. 

Dee. 8, 1688. 

We have now got (Gazettes again, so have sent them ; though 
you hear too much, perhaps, to read where you are. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

There needs no art to engage your belief of so sincere a 
truth, as I am going to write to you ; that since I purposely 
read the last verse of the fSd^ Psalm, I have had more mind 
to scribble a few lines to you than I ever had in my life ; not 
from any hope I have to speak anything will please me ; my 
thoughts are too much crowded to get a passage to express what 
I feel. My religion and my country are dear to me, and my 
own hard fate wOl ever be as a green wound. I need say no 
more to you. I have been but too impatient to say so much. 
I have fancied it a sort of guilt not to do it, and a want of in- 
genuity not to find an opportunity ; yet I met it not till now. 
If I had writ two months ago, I had had something to say from 

1 Bat it is good for one to draw near to God. I haye pat my trast in 
the Lord God, that I may declare all thy works. 
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8ome of your friends that would be loss to your time to repeat. 
I will only say the words of one of whose opinion you then de- 
sired concerning a sheet had been writ. They were these— "I 
know not how to commend what is so exactly my own sense, and 
the words I could have been glad to have said." I met with 
none of anotiier mind. I was two or three days in London at 
that Tery instsmt of time^ when the first consternation was upon 
some, for what has since fallen out, which is marvellous indeed I 
Those who have lived longest, and therefore seen the most 
change, can scarce believe it is more than a dream: yet it is in- 
deed real, and so amazing a reality of mercy, as ought to melt 
and ravish out hearts into subjection and resignation to Him 
who is the dispenser of all providences. 
1088. 



THE LADY CAVENDISH TO - 



February, ie89.« 
It is a great affliction to me to be so far from my dear be- 
loved Silvia, and to hear from her so seldom: how happy shall 
I be when I see you next ; how many things I have to tell you : 
tor I dare not trust affairs of so great concern in a letter. But 
when will that time come ? I do not hear you speak of remov- 
ing yet, to my grief. Pray leave your ugly prison as soon as 
you can, and come to your Dorinda* But now to my news : 

* Probably her cousin, Mrs. (Miss) Jane AUington. 

* Miss Berry's Memoir. 

> These names, given to herself and to her correspondent, and after- 
wards to the King and Queen, were taken from some of the fashionable 
romances of the day, perhaps Clelia ; as in a letter addressed to Lady 
Cavendish, just before her marriage, the writer says : " There will be 
BO talking to your sister, when she has read Clelia ; for the wise fblks say 
it is tiie most improving book that can be read." — Dev. MSS. ** I have, 
and yet am still aUve, drudged through <Le Grand Cyrus,' in twelve hug« 
volumes ; * Cleopatra' in eight or ten ; * Polexander,' * Ibrahim,' * Clelie,' 
and some others, whose names, as weU as the rest of them, I have for- 
gotten."— Mrs. Chapone to Mrs. Carter. 

18* 
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Uie House of Lords did vote that the Prince and Princess 
should be made King and Queen, and it was carried by a good 
many voices, for Lord Nottingham and many more came off. 
Lord Nottingham had a great mind to come off before, but 
could not tell which way : then the Commons agreed also that 
the Prince and Princess should be Eling and Queen, but that 
the Prince should have the sole administration of affairs in his 
hands ; that the Princess should be no subject neiUier, as Queen 
Catherine and Queen Mary were, but a Sovereign Queen, and 
her name put in everything ; but still he the management of 
a&irs. This they agreed upon, and so did the Lords ; then 
they went to the grievances (that is) the too great power of the 
crown. After they had agreed upon what power to give the 
King, and what to take away from him (the particulars of which 
I cannot tell you) my Lord Halifax, who is Chairman, went to 
the Banqueting House, where the Princess and Prince were, 
and made them a short speech, desiring them in the name of 
all the Lords to accept of the Crown. The Prince answered 
him in a few words, and the Princess made curtsies. They say, 
when they named her father's faults, she looked down as if she 
was troubled ; then Mr. Powle, the Speaker of the House of 
Commons, showed the Prince what they had agreed of, but 
made no speech. After this ceremony was ended, they pro- 
claimed them King and Queen of England. Many of the 
churchmen would not have had it done that day, because it was 
Ash-Wednesday. I was at the sight, and, you may imagine, 
very much pleased to see Ormanzor and Phenixana proclaimed 
King and Queen of England, in the room of King James, my 
father's murderer. There was wonderful acclamations of joy, 
which, though they were very pleasing to me, yet they fright- 
ened me too ; for I could not but think what a dreadful thing 
it is to fall into the hands of the rabble — ^they are such a strange 
sort of people. At night I went to Court with my Lady De- 
vonshire, and kissed the Queen's hand, and the King's also. 
There was a world of bonfires, and candles almost in every 
house, which looked extremely pretty. The King applies him- 
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self mightily to business, and is wonderfally admired for bis 
great wisdom and pmdence in ordering all things. He is a 
man of no presence, but looks very homely at first sight ; but 
if one looks long on him, he has something in his face both 
wise and good. But as for the Queen she is really altogether 
Tery handsome ; her face is very agreeable, and her shape and 
motions extremely graceful and fine. She is tall, but not so tall 
as the last Queen. Her room was mighty full of company, as 
you may guess. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

QooD Doctor — 

I give you a thousand thanks for taking so very kindly of 
me all my impertinences, as most others would call them, 
but a good meaning excuses all to a good man. I do so little 
doubt of my interest to serve you, in the point you ask, at any 
time, that unless you urge the dispatch of it, I will defer the 
execution of it. I cannot now stay to expostulate why I would 
do so ; but, in short, a hasty asking may alarm, and be thought 
to be an occasion of putting others on the same : and, perhaps, 
also before you would use the liberty you ask, accidents may 
abdicate your opinion. The reason of my haste is expecting 
every minute Doctor Lower to my daughter Cavendish, who 
was taken ill last night, in a manner, if she had not had the 
smallpox, one would guess she would have it. My sister 
Montagu's son has been so too, that I forbore seeing him, but 
yesterday that fear passed over. 

I am very faithfully 

Your friend to serve you to my power. 

Thoradfty, Mareh 16, 1688-9. 

I hear the Doctor's coach. 
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LADY RUSSELL TO LORD HALIFAX. 

My Lord — 

Ton must needs be so well acquainted with the solicitudes 
most persons have in such affairs as touch thenr very near, that 
you will not think it yery strange, Lady Shaftesbury and I hare 
been preyailed upon by Mr. Cowper's* friends once again to 
press your Lordship to weigh his case, and serve him in it if it 
may be. If His Majesty, when he granted this request in the 
behalf of Mr. Cowper, was pleased (as I understood from your 
Lordship) to express his sense of that favor as a thing eirtra- 
ordinary, and to make the irregularity of it an instance of his 
grace to Lady Shaftesbury and myself, we are ready to embrace 
His Majesty's concessions in the largest sense, being disposed 
to think as highly of his goodness as any circumstance can ren- 
der it, and therefore would not controvert that point, though 
very understanding men, and several eminent disinterested per- 
sons of the profession of the law, are of a contrary opinion ; 
and the frequent instances that are given of its having been 
done before, seem rather to prove it has been used as an en- 
couragement for young gentlemen to serve the King in that 
difficult profession, and consequently is most proper for such, 
and is likely to induce such to qualify themselves to serve their 
King and country with more honor and integrity than persons 
whose first steps and advances in the world teach them shifting. 
But to lay our partiality aside, I think we may say, that it is 
hard to guess, after the King has given the place to Mr. Cow- 
per, under the notion of its being irregular in respect of his 
age, what worse representations the Commissioners can have 
made of him to the King, except they have mistaken the mat- 

1 William, afterwards first Earl Cowper, and Lord Chanoellor, in the 
reign of George I. He died October 10, 1723. It was owing to Lady 
Russell's interest that Cowper was appointed a King's counsel at a very 
early age, and the difficuldes raised to his promotion by the Commission- 
ers of the Great Seal, removed by her applications to Lord Halifax, and 
Pollexfen, Attomey-GeneraL 
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ter of fact, and told His Majesty that a man of twenty-fonr is 
under age ; an age His Majesty has found is not incapable of 
great actions. 

It must be some strange inconveniency attending this grant, 
they have pressed, that could move the King to determine his 
pleasure so soon to one that yet has not been capable of offend- 
ing in that station ; and every day mends the fault he took it 
in with. Sure this is a matter below the envy of the Lords 
Commissioners ; and what other reasons they can have in sup- 
pressing him, we think it not proper to inquire into. Mr. 
Cowper says, that if the testimony of able and worthy men of 
the same profession to the contrary of their suggestions will 
remove the obstructions they have laid to His Majesty's grace, 
he is able to produce them, though men of the same profession 
are naturally not very forward in those offices. 

The readiness your Lordship has expressed to undertake 
this matter, first in compliment to Lady Shaftesbury and my- 
self, and since to the family, makes it unnecessary to urge zeal. 
I deliver mine with submission to your judgment, that advan- 
tages everything it undertakes. 

Your Lordship's, &c. 



LADY RUSSELL TO SIR H. POLLEXFEN,* ATTORNEY-GENERAL. 

What I offer in this paper to Mr. Attorney-General, I 
should with a better will do personally, if I were not very sure 
it would be very much more a trouble to you to tell you in 
your chamber my true joy for the eminent station you are in, 
and that the reason you are so is because you are worthy of 
it ; which will, I hope, be the prevailing rule in this our new 

* He had been counsel for the Earl of Danby, and for the City of Lon- 
don in behalf of their charter. He was knighted, and made a Serjeant 
in April, 1689; appointed Chief Justice of the Common Pleas in May of 
the same year, and died in 1692. Burnet calls him, ** An honest and 
learned, but perplexed lawyer.'' 
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world; thoagh I must think there has been a failare alteady 
In the person of oiie about yon, who oflfered some discourse to 
me when I was last with you. I have done all you desired of 
me then ; and as I have practised silence under long sufferings 
I can do so in any case : the day of consolation I wait for, is 
not to be met with in this lower world. But now, Sir, before 
I release you, earnestly intreat your good-will on the behalf of 
Sir William Oowper's i^n, whom I did nune to you, and 
also the request his friends desired to make for him, which wad 
to be made one of the King's Council. It is very true you did 
not approve the thing, though you spoke treli of the man ; but 
yoor exceptions seemed to me to be especially in^ regard to 
young gentlemen ; that it was not advisable, proving for the most 
part a ruin to them. His friends persisting in their desire, tak- 
ing assurance from his temper he would do well, Lady Shaftes- 
bury and myself so engaged in it, that, by the means of Lord 
Halifax, we obtained the King's promise; and Mr. Cowper 
kissed the King's hand for it. Lord Shrewsbury gave the 
warrant, and now it stops at the Commissioners of the Great 
Seal; and, as they tell me, because Mr. Attorney is not con- 
tented at it. I am sorry if it is so ; and if the business had not 
proceeded so very far, I would not urge it. But the reflection 
will be very heavy upon Mr. Cowper, and not easy to my Lady 
Shaftesbury and myself; as for a favor to us, tiie King ex- 
pressed he did it, and after some difficulty at the irregularity 
of it. 

Pray consider, Mr. Attorney, all dispensing powers are not 
unlawful. I undertake very few things, and ^erefore do very 
litde good to people ; but I do not love id be baulked, when I 
thought my end compassed ; and though you would not pro- 
mote us in it, I hope you will not destroy us. 

Let me know, if you please, how it stands, and if you can 
be inexorable to the earnest solicitudes of a mother, who I 
must bring to you ; I know not what to say more, but that I 
am sorry they were ever made to hope for it ; Lady Shaftes- 
bury and I being. Yours, Ac. 
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LADY RUSSELL TO LADY ESSEX. » 

Being I read your Ladyship's obliging, and so very moving 
letter, on Sunday, I must say why I have not waited on you 
since ; it is because I was then engaged both the next days to 
be out of town ; yet on both of them I endeavored the same 
performance I am now about, but still broke off by slight but 
unavoidable interruption less acceptable than usual, since it 
might hazard my seeming to receive your Ladyship's kindness 
and your orders with less cordial respect than I do, and eve* 
will do. If any labor I could take might be of the meanest 
service to you, I assure you, Madam, you should feel the effects 
of my good- will. But, alas I I am not qualified, nor hav* 
opportunity to do what I should find content in doing, as most 
certainly I should, if in the least degree I could help to soften 
those thoughts, which by so long and so constant a fretting on 
a tender body, consumes you with grief. I do feelingly mourn 
with you at the new embittering of that cup you have so deeply 
drank out of already. But, Madam, !^ careful you do not 
aggravate circumstances to your own wrong. That melan- 
choly which has so long possessed your soul, is apt, I believe, 
to turn the darkest side towards you ; and a sore not skinned 
is soon made to smart, nay to shrink, when anything comes 
uear to it, as if it were touched, though really it is not. This 
perhaps may be your case at pres^it. Rest your thoughts in 
your own innocence. Madam ; nothing that it is worthy can 
slander you in their most secret thoughts, much less Sir H. C. 
who is abroad, also moat secure in his own merit. All those 
intimated in your letter, are perfectly new to me ; and I must 
consent to say the same thing your Ladyship does of them. 

In what I can serve the just end you aim at, I will be very 
diligent. And I beseech God one day to speak peace to our 
afflicted minds, and let us not be disappointed of our great 

' Elisabeth, widow of Arthur, first Earl of Essex, daughter of Alger- 
non Percy, tenth Earl of Northumberland. 
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hope. Bat we must wut for our day of consolation till this 
world passes away ; an unkind and trustless world it has been 
to us. Why it has been such, God knows best ; all his dis- 
pensations serve the end of his proTidences ; and they are ever 
beautiful, and must be good, and good to every one of us ; and 
even these dismal ones are to us, if we can bear evidence to 
our own souls, that we are better for our afflictions ; which 
God often makes them to be, who suffer wrongfully. We may 
reasonably believe our friends find that rest we yet but hope 
for ; and what better comfort can your Ladyship or I desire in 
this valley of the shadow of death we are walking through 1 
The rougher our path is, the more delightful and ravishing 
will the great^hange be to us. 
Wednesday, March 19, 1688-9. 



LADY RUSSELL TO THE EARL OF STRAFFORD. 

My Lord — 

Your Lordship's of the 2d of April puts me under very 
great obligations of a perpetual acknowledgment both of your 
kind acceptation of my disposition to serve you, in the whole 
progress of this treaty, and the justice I find from your Lord- 
ship, when you consider my part in it. My Lord, if my letter 
of the 26th of March fixes your Lordship's doubts to more 
certainty, that this matter at last must fall, I am sorry it is my 
lot to speak the most unpleasing to your Lordship on a sub- 
ject your Lordship has taken so deep and so obliging impres- 
sions of it into your mind, and with so much constancy and 
generosity pursued, to the eternal engagements of all honor- 
able and most respectful acknowledgments from a family whose 
sentiments must be mine : consequently I must always be your 
Lordship's humble servant ; and as such, as much as in a just 
pursuance of a principle I would never depart from, if I speak 
at all I must speak clearly, and not doubtftdly, if I apprehend 
no doubt remains ; and, indeed, my Lord, by all the judgment 
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I can make here, it' is so in this case, yet without abating any 
part of that perfect esteem and honor my Lord of Bedford has 
established in his heart and thoughts of your Lordship ; but 
the bad state of Ireland^ does so affect him that he is satisfied 
he should gire his daughter, whether she was so or not, a just 
cause to complain he did not consider her whole interest, if ^e 
should proTide her no better provision of fortune than your 
Lordship's present circumstances can make for her. However, 
I wish your Lordship a true prophet, that a few months may 
recover Ireland ; and I do very particularly for your Lordship's 
share in it, as a person that is with great respect. 

Your Lordship's most faithful humble servant. 
April 20, 1689. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

By your last letter, wrote some day in Passion-week, I find 
where you were then ; yet having heard nothing of you since, 
it gives me some doubts where you are now, being I appre- 
hend Lady Gainsborough might be solicitous to see so faithful 
and so useful a friend, especially in this time of her need, and 
if she does, I never make a doubt of your gratifying her. 

I cannot tell you I have taken any notice of that part of 
your last letter which concerns Lord Bedford, and the Cam- 
bridgeshire clergy; for really and truly, unless I make it a 
business to do it (which you did not seem to require), I have 
had no time ; the Parliament-hours are so extravagant, that I 
see him little. He has with him now a concerned lady in the 
privileges of your country. Lady Allington ; but though she is 
in London she would not walk yesterday, which I do not com- 
mend her for : I am not sure what you may do ; I had no sister 
there yesterday. You hear all the new honors, I suppose ; not 
many new creations, but all are stepping higher; as Lord 

' King Jameses inYasion. 
19 
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Winchester* is Duke of Bolton; Lord Montague an Earl,' 
called still Montagu ; Falconbridge' an Earl, called the same ; 
Mordannt* Earl of Monmouth; Churchill* an Earl; Lord 
Lumley* made Viscount ; Bentinck' is an Earl ; Sidney* a Vis* 
count. Those that saw this and the last coronation, tell me 
tlus was much finer and in better order ; and if the number of the 
ladies were fewer, yet their attendance was with more applica- 
tion near the Queen all the time, and with more cheerful faces 
by a great deal. By what is heard from Scotland, they mean 
to take the example from England. The last reports from 
Ireland say, that King James was moving with his army to- 
wards the North. And yesterday Lord Burlington said, Cole- 
rain, a great town, was besieged by 6,000 men, but that Lord 
Blaine*' had sallied out, and so behaved himself that they had 
raised the siege. D'Avaux,^® who was the French Ambassador 

' Charles Paulet, sixth Marquis of Winchester, created in 1689 Duke 
of Bolton. 

' Ralph, third Lord Montagu, on the accession of "William and Mary 
created Viscount, and by Queen Anne in 1705 Duke of Montagu. 

^ Thomas Fellasyse, second Viscount Fauconberg, created an Earl. 

* Charles Mordaunt, who afterwards succeeded his uncle Henry, as 
Earl of Peterborough. 

* John Churchill, Earl, afterwards Duke of Marlborough. 

* Richard Lumley, afterwards first Earl of Scarborough. He secured : 
Newcastle for King William, to whom he was otherwise very serviceable. 

^ William Bentinck, Earl, afterwards first Duke of Portland. ^ 

* Henry Sydney, Esq., younger son of Robert Earl of Leicester, created 
Viscount Sydney, and in 1694 Earl of Romney. *^ 

* Henry Vincent, the fifth Lord Blayney. A steong supporter of King 
William, in whose behalf he raised a considerable force to oppose King 
James when he invaded Ireland. He seized Armagh, and caused King 
William and Queen Mary to be proclaimed there. He resented the offers 

of King James to embrace his service, and is said to have returned the ^ 

following answer: " That he now had, he thanked God, a King upon whose ' 

word he could depend, but never would on his without his sword in his ^ 

hand." ' 

*° "The Count d'Avaux was one of the plenipotentiaries at Nimeguen, 
where, like a true courtier, as he was, he attached himself to Croissy, his 
colleague, the brother of Colbert. Sometime after the peace of Nimeguen 
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in Holland, wonld not speak in council, till all the Protestants 
were put out ; so they were, and, as they say, afterwards dis* 
charged all together, as the Lord Grenard, &c. I am called 
away, and it is too late to defer sending this from 

Your constant friend and servant. 
April 12, 1689. 

The mother Lady Aylesbury is dead very suddenly. 



DR. FITZWILLIAM TO LADY RUSSELL. 

I REOEiYED, good Madam, by yours of the 11th, a further 
testimony of that kindness of which I had abundant proof and 
full conviction before, and of your readiness to employ your 
interest to procure that for me which I requested some three 
months since. I made that petition then, in prospect of what 
is now come upon us, and in hope that, having obtained pre- 
vious leave to go abroad before the oaths had been ptessed, I 
should not have been immediately compelled to return back to 
take them. What now I shall do in this present em^gency I 
am irresolved ; but if having first debated it with myself, and 
advised with my friends, it shall seem moist expedient to make 
such a retreat, I will depend upon your honor's mediation for 
that favor. 

D'Ayaux was Ambassador in Holland. The name he bore was of great 
use to him in the situation he filled, and persuaded him that he was as 
capable of filling it as his maternal uncle.* It must, however, be allowed 
that he was possessed of talents of address, of the art of insinuation, of 
good temper, and that, in fact, he was as able a man as his uncle. He 
was always well informed upon all political matters. He acquired th« 
friendship and the consideration of the people of Holland to a yerj sin- 
gular degree." — St. Simon. Two of his Letters on the report that King 
William was about to invade England are printed in the Ellis Correspond- 
ence, Tol. ii. p. 176. 



* Claude de Mesmes, Count d'Avaux. 
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I have a project, which, if feasible, would please me more 
than anything in the world, and by snch an interest as yonrs 
may be in this Court, upon the merits of your Lord's sufferings, 
and the actings of his family, I should not question it might be 
obtained for one so unworthy of any ray of grace as myself. 
But if the thing be set on foot, it must be with great caution 
and secrecy, till I am secure of the King's promise for it ; and 
therefore I cannot tell whether you had best acquaint the pre- 
late mentioned in your last with it, unless you have more confi- 
dence in him, that he will entirely serve you, than I can that 
he will descend to make himself an instrument to serve me. It 
is to get a person presented to my living, upon my resignation, 
by the Crown, in whom I may confide, without any the least 
capitulation direct or indirect beforehand. He whom I de- 
sign, is one Mr. Jekyl,* Minister of the New Chapel, West- 
minster, a very good man, and a favorite enough of the govern- 
ment. I could do this now another way before the first of 
August, but that I would take a longer time to consider, and 
did not I withal apprehend that the Bishop of Ely," who is the 
original patron of it, would scruple to administer the oath to 
any upon institution, while he is unsatisfied about taking them 
himself. I cannot tell what my dear friend the Bishop of 
Bath and Wells' may do in this case. I find him, by a letter 
to me, and another I saw in the hands of a person of honor of 

* Most probably Thomas Jekyl, D. D., preacher of the New Church, 
Westminster, and Vicar of Rowel, Wilts, author of several printed 
sermons. 

■ Francis Turner, Bishop of Ely, translated from Rochester in 1664 — 
one of the seven bishops sent to the Tower ; but he refused to take the 
oaths to William and Mary. Burnet says he was concerned in a plot to 
restore the banished King. He died in 1700. 

• The excellent Bishop Ken was a particular friend of the Bishop of 
Ely ; their intimacy commencing in their schoolboy days at Winchester. 
He refused to take the oath on King William's accession, but found u 
happy retreat in the house of Lord Weymouth at Longleat. The life of 
this amiable prelate has engaged the pens of two eminent writers, the 
late Mr. Bowles, and more recently that of Mr. Anderdon. 
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your sex, to be flmctuating ; bnt if the consideration of the 
church's peace should, without a full persuasion of the lawful- 
ness of the matter of the oath of allegiance, and of the authority 
which imposeth it, induce him to take it,^ neither his example 
nor adyioe, though I have used him as a spiritual guide, i^ould 
steer me in this point ; for I could never hear that doctrine of 
the Roman casuists defended to a probability, that a good in- 
tention, or a holy end, could sanctify actions in order to tluit 
end, which were dubious and questionable in themselTCS. 

It may be I hare as sad thoughts for the divisions of ih% 
church, and as ardent desires for its peace as any ; and let my 
tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth, if I prefer not Jerusa- 
lem before my chief joy. But I cannot esteem it a good way 
to seek the attainment of this, by any act which shall disturb 
my own peace ; and yet this I must of necessity do, if I make 
use of such means as may be conducive to that end, when I 
am not first convinced of the justice of them. I did not doubt 
but the Deans of some of the greatest name in the city would 
Uke the oaths, nor do I suspect but they will proceed to the 
doing so upon grounds which seem in their own judgment very 
solid. And yet I ought not to act or defend what I do by the 
example of others. This is like clearing one's self by reckon- 
ing up the faults of others ; as St. Hierome writing to Celantia 
observes : but, however, as he proceeds, it argues a lightness 
and vanity of mind, for a man to leave his own conscience to 
follow the opinion of others^ It may be their judgment, that 
at least, in such a case as ours was, the people have power to 
alter the succession, and that the convention was a full repre- 
sentative of them. 

I sucked in other more monarchical principles with the first 
knowledge I had, from the breasts of my mother the Univa^ty, 
tmd then, and ever since took them, as far as I could under- 
stand, to be more agreeable to our frame of constitution of 
government. Or they may look on this revolution as a tacit 
and virtual conquest. I wish it had been owned to be such, 
for then I had known from the resolutions of civilians and 

19* 
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casuists, and my own reason, what to have done without diffi- 
culty. In the mean time I entreat you, yery good Madam, not 
to call boggling at an oath, clashing against another, as far as 
I can discern, which I formerly took, an unnecessary scruple. 
I beHeve, were you under such an engagement, your tender- 
ness and circumspection would be rather greater than mine. 

The former oath of allegiance runs thus : '' I will bear/at^ 
and true allegiance to His Majesty King Charles, or King 
James, and his heirs and successor ^ and Him and Them will 
defend." Of supremacy, " I will bear/at<^ and true allegiance 
to the King's Highness (Charles or James) his heirs and lawful 
successors, and to my power shall assist and defend all jurisdic- 
tions, privileges, pre-eminences, and authorities granted or 
belonging to the King's Highness, his heirs and successors, or 
united and annexed to the imperial crown of this reaha." 

Now I am informed by the statute 1 Jac. c. 1, that lineal 
succession is a privilege belonging to the Imperial Crown, and 
by 12 Car. 2, c. 30, s. T, that by the undoubted and funda- 
mental laws of this kingdom, neither the Peers of this realm, 
nor the Commons, nor both together, in Parliament or out of 
Parliament, nor the people collectively, nor representatively, 
nor any persons whatsoever, hath, or ought to have any 
coercive power over the kings of this realm. 

The present oath runs thus : " I will bear true allegiance to 
their Majesties King William and Queen Mary." Now let 
any impartial person resolve me, whether one of these. King 
James having abdicated, be his heir, or lawful successor, or 
could be made so, had the people met either collectively or 
representatively, which they did neither.* 

In the mean time I protest to your Ladyship, upon the truth 
of a Christian and a priest, that divesting myself of/ all preju- 
dices, and, as far as it is possible, of all passions which darken 
the light of the judgment, I will examine the matter to the bot- 

* In Burnet, will be found an account of the debates on this subject, in 
which he took a large share, when an attempt was made without success 
to vary it in behalf of the clergy." — Vol. iv. p. 14. Ox. 1833. 
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torn, and if I find I can take the oath, I will. Bnt if I find I 
cannot, without declaring, or an admission of snch a declara- 
tion, that I never intend nor will be thought by construction or 
implication by such swearing, to recognize the legal title of 
King William and Queen Mary, I then beg of your honor these 
three things : — ^* 

1. That yop would have the same good opinion of my inte- 
grity, and of my zealous addiction to you, or to anything re- 
lating to your service, as ever you had heretofore. 

2. That you will permit me, in entire trust and confidence, 
to make over all my worldly goods to you : for I fear that some 
men's heats may drive affairs so far, as to bring all recusants of 
it into a prsBmunire. 

3. That I may have some room in your house, if any can be 
spared, to set up my books in, and have recourse to them, if, 
on refusal, we may be permitted to stay in the town. 

The first petition I with more earnestness would press upon 
you, your sister the Lady Montagu, and all other friends, than 
the rest ; because I look upon it as the worst sort of martyrdom, 
to suffer in the opinion of friends I have extremely loved and 
honored, either as indiscreet or factious. 

But yet, if such a martyrdom cannot be avoided, I will en- 
deavor to sustain it with patience and courage. 

Mrs. Alington, for whom I have always had a tender regard 
from her childhood, sensibly wounded me when she called this 
standing out of the Bishops factious. 

As to the second, if you shall see fit to decline it, I will ap- 
ply with the same request to my very honored friend the Lstdy 
Gainsborough. 

The third is with supposition only, that such a concession 
may not bring any great inconvenience upon your house. 

I hope your honor will excuse the mean accommodation mine 
at Windsor Castle could yield you, and the meaner it may be 
because I could not be there to direct. I wrote twice that Dr. 
Scot might spare you a room, and if it had come into my head 
earlier than to-day, I am sure the Dean of Winchester would. 
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upon my writing, hare spared you any in Dr. Fnlham's houflc, 
which is in his command. 

I entreat your honor to present my very humble respect and 
service to the Lord Bussell, Lady Cavendish, Madam Cathe- 
rine. I commend you and them to God's protection, and con- 
tinue, as I shall by your permission, ever, Madam, 
Your honor's most truly and 

Humble devoted servant, 

J. FiTZWILIJABL 

May 18, 1689. 



LADY RUSSELL TO LORD HALIFAX. 

My Lord — 

For my part, I think the man a very indifferent reasoner, 
that to do well, he must take with indifference whatever hap- 
pens to him. It is very fine to say, Why should we complain 
that is taken back which was but lent us, and lent us but for a 
time, we know ; and so on. They are the receipts of philoso- 
phers I have no reverence for, as I have not for anything which 
is unnatural. It is insincere. And I dare say they did dis- 
semble, and felt what they would not own. I know I cannot 
dispute with Almighty power; but yet if my delight is gone, I 
must needs be sorry it is taken away, according to the measure 
it made me glad. 

The Christian religion only, believe me, my Lord, has a 
power to make the spirit easy under great calamity ; nothing 
less t^an the hope of being again made happy can satisfy the 
mind : I am sure I owe more to it than I could have done to 
tlie world, if all the glories of it had been offered me, or to 
be disposed of by me.' And I do sincerely desire your Lord- 
ship may experience the truth of my opinion. You know 
better than most, from the share you have had of the one, 
what they do afford ; and I hope you will prove what tran- 
quillity the other gives. If I had a better wish to make, 
your Lordship's constant expressions of esteem for me, and 
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willingness, as I hope, to have had me less miserable than 
I am, if you had found your power equal to your will, engages 
me to make it ; and that alone would have bound me, though 
my own unworthiness and ill fortune had let you have forgot 
me for ever after my sad lot. But since you would not do so, 
it must deserve a particular acknowledgment for ever, from 

Your Lordship's. 
July, 1689. 



BISHOP OF SALISBURY TO LADY RUSSELL. 

If it were for no other cause but to have peace at home I 
must write to your Ladyship ; for, Madam, my wife* is scarce 
in charity with me, for my not offering her most humble service 
to your Ladyship and your children ; and, therefore, that I may 
not forget it again, I must now begin with it, and so be again 
in her favor. She is not a little proud of the many honors yon 
have done her ; and desires most earnestly to be looked on by 
you, as one that has all the value and admiration for you, which 
she can possibly jpay you. I do in the next place, on my own 
account, make my most humble acknowledgments for the great 
care you have had of my books, which I have now cased up in 
your Ladyship's cases for Salisbury. I have been so long ac- 
customed to be obliged to your Ladyship, and have so long a 

> About 1687, Burnet married, in Holland, Mrs. Mary Scott, a Dutch 
lady of large fortune, and noble extraction. Her ancestor on the father's 
side was of the family of Buccleuch, who settled in Holland ; on the 
mother's side, who was a De Ruyter, she was related to the principal 
families in Guelderland. With these advantages of birth, she had those 
of a fine person ; was well skilled in drawing, music, and painting ; and 
spoke Dutch, English, and French equally well. Her knowledge in mat- 
ters of divinity was such as might rather be expected from a student than 
from a lady. She had a fine understanding and sweetness of temper, 
and excelled in all the qualifications of a dutiful wife, a prudent mistress 
of a family, and a tender mother of children. — Life of Burnet. ** History 
of Reformation," vol. vi. p. 272. 8vo. Ox. 1828. 
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score to reckon for, that I will never ofifer to clear it. All I 
can say is, that as I have met with all the noble marks of a 
most obliging goodness and friendship from yonr Ladyship, so 
no heart can possibly be fuller of a deep sense of it than mine 
is. And as long as I live I will reckon myself as much a pro- 
perty to yon, as anything can be that eats yonr bread ; and you 
and yours may ever depend upon all that I can ever do, as 
much as if I were bought with your money. You will, perhaps, 
wonder how I have got into this strain, that am so little apt 
even to say what I ought to do upon such subjects ; but a heart 
that is very full will sometimes give itself a little vent ; and, 
therefore, forgive me for saying that at sometimes, which I 
think at all times. 

I will not undertake to write much news to your Ladyship, 
only that from Londonderry is so good, that there is now great 
reason to hope for a speedy issue of that siege.* Murrarty's' 
driving so many thousands of Irish Protestants to London- 
derry, either to die before it, or to be let in to eat up their 
provisions, is a piece of cruelty, that if persisted in, will bring 
on great barbarities ; and will raise our mobile again on the 
Papists of England. We are not quite sure whether the French 

' See "Account of the Siege of Londonderry," by George Walker, 
Bishop of Londonderry, celebrated for his military courage. On the 
dOth of July, after the inhabitants had been reduced to the necessity of 
eating dogs, horseflesh, hides, and tallow, two English ships entered the 
bay, laden with provisions. The garrison lost 8,200 men, and of the 
4,800 who remained, more than 1,000 were unfit for duty. On the repre- 
sentations of Walker, the twelve London Companies advanced 100/.. each 
for the repair of the city. 

' General Macarty, an Irish Roman Catholic of the family of the Earl 
of Clancarty, which peerage was forfeited in 1691. He was for some 
time in the French service. Burnet* gives an account of James II. 
being desirous of employing him, and of Lord Halifax's urging the King 
rather to reward him by pensions than in a way that would raise clamor 
and jealousy. 



* History of his Own Time, vol. ii. p. 448. 8vo. Ox. 1823. 
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fleet is out or not ; for though there is some reason to belieye 
it, yet there is much reason to doubt of it. If it is true, there 
will be a speedy decision at sea, upon which a great deal will 
depend. You will knoythat there has been much heat to-day 
in the House of Commons, with relation to the two Marquises* 
for removing them both. I dined to-day with one of them, 
who seems not to be much troubled at it : perhaps he thought 
it was a victory, because the debate was adjourned ; but after 
all, those wounds are no desirable things. I know your Lady- 
ship has all our news from other hands, so I will give you no 

* The Marquises of Halifax and Carmarthen. The character of the 
former has recently been drawn in an admirable manner by Mr. Macau- 
lay, who says of him: **He pretended, indeed, that he considered titles 
and great offices as baits which could allure none but fools ; that he hated 
business, pomp, and pageantry, and that his dearest wish was to escape 
from the bustle and glitter of WhitehaU to the quiet woods which sur- 
rounded his ancient hall at Rufford (now the seat of the Earl of Scarbo- 
rough), but his conduct was not a little at variance with his professions. 
In truth, he wished to command the respect at once of courtiers and of 
philosophers ; to be admired for attaining high dignities, and to be at the 
same time admired for despising them." His death in 1695, liberated him 
from the pomp of Courts and the woods of his beloved Rufford. The 
character of the Marquis of Carmarthen, so created in 1689, and after- 
wards Duke of Leeds, has also, been portrayed by Mr. Macauley. Sir 
Walter Scott, in his note on Dry den's <* All for Love," which was dedi- 
cated to the Marquis when Earl of Danby, says, << His character was of 
the most divided kind: he was fertile in expedients, and had always 
something new to substitute for those which failed; a faculty highly 
acceptable to Charles, who loved to be relieved, even were it but in idea, 
from the labor of business, and the pressure of difficulty. In other 
points he was probably not very scrupulous, -since even Dryden found 
cause to say at length that — 

* Danby's. matchless impudence 
Helped to support the knave.' " 

In 1690, an attempt was made to impeach him. Burnet says: <<He 
was believed to have the greatest credit with the ^ng and Quecte, and 
was again falling under an universal hatred. He was created Duke of 
Leeds, in 1694, to color the dismissing him from business with the increase 
of title." 
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other trouble, but to assure you, that I am, with all possible 

duty. 

Madam, 

Your Ladyship's most humble, 

And most obedient servant, 

Gi. Sarum. 
Saturday night. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

Your letter came to me, good Doctor, just as you designed 
it ; I must, or be very injurious to you, say, you are a very 
mindful friend ; and I should be injurious to myself, if I did 
not say I am a very thankful receiver of your compassionate 
charity ; and your sense of my loss touches me very obligingly. 

It is very natural, I believe, to be pleased another thinks as 
I do, to some degree, of my pain or pleasure, and that one 
does not foolishly affect either. You instance very right, Sir, 
it was an entire affection which was between us ; and no time, 
I believe, can ever waste my sorrow. All I desire is to make 
it innocent. 

For the late circumstances in relation to the family, I would 
have assisted to my power for the procuring thereof, but for 
any sensible joy at these outward things, I feel none : I think 
I should, if I live to see him a worthy man. 

Your discourse is very fine, gathered from the philosophers, 
but that would not do my business. I know there is no dis- 
puting with an Almighty Power ; and what He gives us He 
may take away at his own time, and we have no reason to 
complain ; but yet, if my delight is gone, I must be sorry it is 
taken. But your Christian doctrine has much more power in 
it. There you tell us the particular advantage that all good 
people have by particular trials of faith, if they behave them- 
selves as they ought. We gain the content in our mind that 
our faith is sincere, by our willing obedience to all providences ; 
and God will not forget any good thing in us ; we shall have a 
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reward ; there is a promise of everlasting life ; and what would 
not one do to obtain it. For we love ourselves too well, not to 
desire to be well always. I may say it is a great bait to do our 
duty, so that if we have faith, we shall have love and obedience. 

Your prayer 1 like so well, that I have used it with such 
fervor as I can, more than once this serious day. And hope I 
shall more and more acquiesce in these dark providences. 

I received a letter from my sister, which I have just read : 
she says her son is well recovered of the measles, but is very 
lean, and her daughter pale ; that she is going in a few days to 
Boughton. I believe country air will be to their advantage ; 
I pray God spare them to her, poor woman. 

London is like to be my retreat from hence, for Lord Bed- 
ford seems to have no hope of getting yet to Wobome ; and I 
am not prepared at Stratton ; but what one seems so directed 
to, I hope will do well. Lord Carberry V Lady is dead. It 
is kept very carefully from the Princess, who goes very long 
for one so big as she was. I hear Lady Gainsborough is re- 
covering. The Dowager Lady writes me word she had some 
thoughts of sending Lady Julian to the bath; that Lady 
Northampton was to take the opinion of Doctor Lower. Truly 
I wish he may advise it, for I have believed a good while it was 
the best thing she could do, and I am glad she is in hands will 
leave nothing undone may be thought to her advantage, for 
that I do firmly believe my Lady will not, as I do that I shall 
always be Dr. Fitzwilliam's 

Faithful friend and servant. 
July 21, 1689. 



LORD HALIFAX TO LADY RUSSELL.* 

Madam 

I must own that my reason is not strong enough to bear 
with indifference the losses that have lately happened in my 

> Vaughan, Earl of Carberry in Ireland. The title beoame extinct in 1701. 
8 From Miss Berry's Memoir. 
20 
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family ; but, at the same time, I mnst acknowledge I am not a 
little supported by the continuance of your Ladyship's favor to 
me, in the obliging remembrance I have received from you, 
and in your condoling the affliction of the man in the world 
that is most devoted to you. I am impatient till I have the 
honor of an hour's conversation with your Ladyship, to ease 
my mind of the just complaints I have, that such returns are 
made to the zeal I have endeavored to express, in my small 
capacity for the good of England. I cannot but think it the 
fantastical influence c^ my ill stars, very peculiar to myself, all 
circumstances considered ; but whilst I am under the protection 
of your Ladyship's better opinion, the malice or mistakes of 
others can never have the force so much as to discompose. 

Madam, 
Yonr Ladyship's most obedient servant, 

Halifax.* 
London, July 23, 1689. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

I AM most ready, good Doctor, to furnish you towards a 
correspondence ; but any matter I am sure serves you if mine 
does. Now the matter you supply me with is too fine, or too 
strong, indeed both, for me to meddle with. I am sorry you 
missed Lord Montagu, though I despair of argui^^ent winning 
you, who I believe have gone through all ; but his power and 

' The above letter from Lord Halifax, in answer to one of condolence 
which Lady RosseU had addressed to him on his losing two sons^ within 
the short space of a twelvemonth, expresses an entire confidence in her 
heart and understanding, as well as much devotion to her interests. It 
is written while under those feelings of dissatisfaction, to which his un- 
popularity with the triumphant Whigs had given rise, and wMch ended, 
soon after, in his resignation of the Privy Seal. 



* Henry ; and George, who was slain at the siege of Buda, 1688. 
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good- will might be ofiefal to you, and all the service which caa 
be done jon, I wish yon may find friends to do it, and would 
refuse no part I can act. 

. I am very sorry the case stands with you as it does in refer- 
ence to the oath ; and still wonder (unless I could find Kings 
of divine right) why it does so I and all this is the acceptation 
of a word which I never heard two declare the meaning of but 
they differed in their sense of it. You say you could have 
taken it in the sense some worthy men have done ? Why will 
you be more worthy than those men ? It is supererogation. 

If you can avoid mental reservation, that's the biggest thing 
to me, fo^ I hate that to God or man ; properly I know we can 
have none to God, though we may wish to have it; but I abhor 
that wish. But you seem to say, though you are permitted to 
declare, that is not enough, as not being consistent with the 
simplicity of an oath, and that it ought to be taken according 
to the mind of the imposers. If you can take it, as those you 
mention have done, declaring they meant legal obedience and 
peaceable submission, I dare say you do so ; no more is meant 
to be imposed, especially by the King and Queen. And does 
not being content with the construction your friends put upon 
it, signify their permission to take it in such a sense I It was 
my Lord Nottingham's* misfortune to pitch upon that word 

1 Daniel Finch, second Earl of Nottingham, and afterwards sixth Earl 
of Wlnchilsea.* When the convention was opened, in January, 1688-9, 
the Earl of Nottingham was the principal person who managed the 
debates in favor of a Regent, in opposition to those who were for setting 
up another King, supporting his opinion by many arguments from our 
English history. He thought a King de facto had a right to their obe- 
dience, and that they were bound to adhere to him and to defend him, 
even in opposition to him with whom they thought the right did still 
remun. Yet Bishop Burnet relates, that his Lordship told him, « That 
though he could not argue nor vote but according to the scheme and 
principles he had concerning our laws and constitution, yet he should not 
be sorry to see his side outvoted ; and that though he could not agree to 
the making a King, as things stood, yet, if he found one made, he would 
be more faithful to him than those that made him could be, aocording to 
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which gires snch scruples. But methinks {with sabmission to 
wiser heads) it should be a greater to weaken the interest of 
the Chnrch and the Protestant religion all the world over to 
the degree so many able men incapacitating themselves to serve 
in the Chnrch will do, if God in much mercy prevent it not. 

It is above great and good men to regard reflections, if they 
give not a just cause of scandal ; and in serving the cause of 
God the best we can, there is none given. It may very well 
be, passive obedience went too high. Some drove Jehu-like. 
If it appears they perceive they did so, ought there to be shame 
in that, or ought it not to be borne cheerfully? If their 
nakedness is laid open, and some Hams do insult, still they 
should be above it, and overcome evil with good. I never 
thought good men had any harm by the ill-natured speeches of 
malicious spirits. God knows the very best of men have in- 
jGbrmities; but they are ill men that retort them. However, 
after all is said, or can be said, a man must be quiet in his own 
breast if he can. When I began to write in this paper, I 
meant not one word of all I have said on this subject ; but I 
know, good Doctor, you will take it right ; accept well of my 
good meaning towards you, and excuse my defects. I pretend 
not to argue ; but where my wishes are earnest, I speak without 
reserve ; sometimes by surprise; but take it as it is ; I will not 
look back to examine ; I know I need not to you. 

I am just now, when I have signed this, going to write to 
my sister, and will remember your charge. • 

Knowing you could not be at Lord Gainsborough's, I writ 
to Cotenham : I guess you have missed it. The waters did 
exceedingly well with the children. After they had done, 
Kachel was ill for twenty-four hours of a feverish distemper ; 

their own principles." He refused to be Lord Chancellor, but was made 
one of the Secretaries of State. 

Lord Dover, in a note to the Ellis Correspondence, says : ** The tedious- 
ness and graritj of his harangues, united with a dark and rueful counte- 
nance, had obtaiued for him, among his contemporaries, the appellation 
of * Old Dismal* " He died in 1730. 
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bat bleeding got it over. I am your willing friend to serve 
you, though others may more effectoally than 

R. Russell. 

August 31, 1689. 



DEAN TILLOTSON^ TO LADY RUSSELL. 

London, Sept. 19, 1689. 

Honored Madam — 

I received both your letters, and before the latter came to 
my hands, I gave your Ladyship some kind of answer to the 
first, as the time would let me, for the post stayed for it. But 
having now a little more leisure, you will, I hope, give me 
leave to trouble you with a longer letter. 

I was not at Hampton Court last Sunday, being almost tired 
out with ten weeks' attendance, so that I have had no oppor- 
tunity to try further in the business I wrote of in my last, but 
hope to bring it to some issue the next opportunity I can get 

» On the 10th September, 1689, Dr. Tillotson wrote the following 
letter, from Edmonton to Lady Russell, giying her an account of the 
King's haying conferred the bishopric of Chichester on Dr. Patrick ; and 
the rectory of St. JPaul's, Covent Garden, falling to his Majesty's disposal 
by this promotion, Dean TiUotson informed her Ladyship, that he be- 
lieved the King would not dispose of that living but to one whom the 
Earl of Bedford, the patron of it, should approve, and therefore asked 
her, whether his Lordship and she would be willing that the Earl of 
Nottingham should mention to his Majesty on that occasion Dr. John 
Moore.* In the same letter, the Dean takes notice of his having spoken 
to the King the Sunday before concerning Mr. Samuel Johnson; and 
that his Majesty seemed well inclined to what he had moved for that 
divine, but did not positively determine to take that course. This refers 
to some request which Lady Russell had desired the Dean to make to his 
Majesty in favor of Mr. Johnson, for whom she had great zeal, out of 
regard both to the memory of her husband, whose chaplain he had been, 
and to the merit of his writings and suflFerings. — Birch. 



* Subsequently Bishop of Norwich and Ely, 
20* 



Digitized by 



Google 



284 I>EAN TILLOTSON TO [1689. 

to speak with the King. I am sorry to see in Mr. Johnson* 
so broad a mixture of human frailty with so considerable yir« 
tnes. But when I look into myself, I mast think it pretty 
well when any man's infirmities are in any measure overbalanced 
by his better qualities. This good man I am speaking of has 
at some times not used me over well ; for which I do not only 
forgive him, when I consider for whose sake he did it, but do 
heartily love him. 

The King, besides his first bounty to Mr. Walker," whose 

1 In a paper to justify Lord Russell's opinion, << that resistance may 
be used in case our religion and rights should be inyaded," as an answer 
to the Dean's letter to his Lordship of July 20, 1683, Johnson obsenres, 
that this opinion could not be wrested from his Lordship at his death, 
notwithstanding the disadvantages at which he was taken, when he was 
practised upon to retract that opinion, and to bequeath a legacy of 
slavery to his country. And, indeed, the Dean was so apprehensive of 
Lady Russell's displeasure at his pressing his Lordship, though with the 
best intentions, upon that subject, that when he was first admitted to her 
after her Lord's death, he is said to have addressed her in this manner : 
That he first thanked God and then her Ladyship, for that opportunity 
of justifying himself to her ; and they soon returned to the terms of a 
cordial and unreserved friendship. — Birch. Mr. Johnson wrote " Julian 
the Apostate," to prove the legality of resistance; and an address to 
King James II.'s army; he was fined, imprisoned, pilloried, and whipped, 
after being degraded. The Revolution restored him to his liberty ; the 
judgment against him in 1686 was declared illegal and cruel, and his 
degradation null ; and the House of Lords recommended him to King 
William. He died 1703. — Birch. He refused the rich deanery of 
Durham. 

« Mr. George Walker, justly famous for his defence of Londonderry, 
in Ireland (when Lunde, the governor, would have surrendered it to 
King James II.), was bom of English parents in the county of Tyrone in 
that kingdom, and educated in the University of Glasgow, in Scotland ; 
he was afterwards Rector of Donnoghmore, not many miles from the city 
of Londonderry. Upon the Revolution, he raised a regiment for the de- 
fence of the Protestants : and upon the intelligence of King James having 
a design to besiege Londonderry, retired thither, being at last chosen 
governor of it. After the raising of that siege, he came to England, 
where he was most graciously received by their Majesties ; and on the 
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modesty is equal to his merit, hath made him Bishop of Lon* 
donderry, one of the best bishoprics in Ireland ; that so he 
may receive the reward of that great service in the place where 
he did it. It is incredible how much everybody is pleased with 
what the King hath done in this matter, and that it is no small 
joy to me to see that God directs him wisely. 

I will now give your Ladyship a short account of his 
Majesty's disposal of our English church preferments, which I 
think he has done as well as could be expected, in the midst of 
the powerful importunities of so many great men, in whom I 
discern too much of court art and contrivance for the prefer- 
ment of their friends ; yea, even in my g9od Lord Nottingham 
more than I could wish. This is a melancholy consideration 
to one in my station, in which I do not see how it is possible 
so to manage a man's self between civility and sincerity, be- 
tween being willing to give good words to all, and able to do 
good to very few, as to hold out an honest man, or even the 
reputation of being so a year to an end. 

But now begins my trouble. After I had kissed the King's 
hand for the deanery of St. Paul's, I gave his Majesty my 
most humble thanks, and told him that now he had set me at 
ease for the remainder of my life. He replied, " No such mat- 
ter, I assure you ;" and spoke plainly about a great place, 
which I dread to think of, and said, " It was necessary for his 
service, and he must charge it upon my conscience." Just as 
he had said this, he was called to supper, and I had only time 
to say, that when his Majesty was at leisure I did believe I 
could satisfy him that it would be most for his service that I 
should continue in the station in which he had now placed me. 
This hath brought me into a real difficulty. For, on the one 

19th of November, 1689, received the thanks of the House of Commons, 
having just before published an account of that siege, and had a present 
of 6000/. He was created D.D. by the University of Oxford on the 26th 
Feb., 1689-90, in his return to Ireland, where he was killed the begin- 
ning of July, 1690, at the passage of the Boyne, having resolved to serve 
that campaign before he took possession of his bishopric. — Biboh. 
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hand, it is hard to decline his Majesty's commands, and much 
harder yet to stand out against so much goodness as his 
Majesty is pleased to nse towards me. On the other, I can 
neither bring my inclination nor my judgment to it. This I 
owe to the Bishop of Salisbury, one of the worst and best 
friends I know ; best, for his singular good opinion of me ; and 
the worst, for (Erecting the King to this method, which I know 
he did ; as if his Lordship and I had concerted the matter how 
to finish this foolish piece of dissimulation, in running away 
from a Bishopric to catch an Archbishopric. This fine device 
hath thrown me so far into the briers, that without his Majesty's 
great goodness, I shall never get off without a scratched face. 
And now I will tell your Ladyship the bottom of my heart. I 
have of a long time, I thank Gk)d for it, devoted myself to the 
public service, without any regard for myself, and to that end have 
done the best I could in the best manner I was able. Of late, 
God hath been pleased by very severe ways,* but in great 
goodness to me, to wean me perfectly from the love of this 
world ; so that worldly greatness is now not only undesirable, 
but distasteful to me. And I do verily believe, that I shall be 
able to do as much or more good in my present station, than 
in a higher, and shall not have one jot less interest or influence 
upon any others to any good purpose ; for the people naturally 
love a man that will take great pains and little preferment. 
But on the other hand, if I could force my inclination to ti^e 
this great place, I foresee that I should sink under it, luid grow 
melancholy and good for nothing, and after a little while die 
as a fool dies. 

But this, Madam, is a great deal too much, upon one of the 
worst and nicest subjects in the world — a man's self. 

As I was finishing this long letter, which if your goodness 
will forgive, I hope never to have occasion to try it so far 
again, I received your letter, and shall say no more of Dr. 
Moore, of whose preaching I always knew your Ladyship's 

> The loss of his two daughters, his only children. 
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opinion. The person I mentioned was Mr. Kidder*, on whom 
the King has bestowed the Deanery of Peterborough, and 

* The following letter from the Earl of Bedford, on the yacancy in the 
living of St. Paul's, Covent Garden, displays an earnest desire for its 
being worthily filled up. The promotion of Dr. Kidder prevented the 
Duke's wish from being fulfilled i — 

<<THE EABL 01* BEDFOBD TO S. PATRICK, DEAN OF ELY. 

" Wobum Abbey, Sept. 20, 1689. 
**Mb. Dean— 

«I have received two letters from you lately, in which you acquaint 
me that the King has fixed upon you to be Bifehop of Chichester, which 
though I must look upon as a great blow to me, and the parish of Covent 
Garden, to lose a person so instrumental for so long, in doing good there 
and preserving the quiet and peace of the parish, yet, in consideration of 
the public, and the opportunity so fitting a person as you will have to be 
more useful in so great a station, I do the less repine at it. But since it 
is a matter of such importance to have the place you are leaving supplied 
with an able, conscientious, honest, prudent, and well-tempered man, you 
may imagine my thoughts have been much taken up about that affair. 
And in order to a good choice I always ^resolved to make use of your 
judgment, who know so well the temper of that parish, and are so able 
to judge of a person that is likeliest, in all respects, both to profit them 
in the best sense, and to please them /is far as may be consistent there- 
with, and conducing thereto, that they may be kept together in unity, as 
you have left them. I must, therefore, let you know that Mr. Kidder, 
the City Minister, has been recommended to me by some most judicious 
and worthy persons, as an excellently-tempered man, a learned divine, 
and a most practical and judicious preacher ; and, indeed, the sermon I 
heard him preach two years since in Covent Garden, I was so much taken 
with, that from that time I have entertained a high opinion of him : and, 
indeed, all that I have spoken with about him do give him the like cha- 
racter. Let me, therefore, now desire you to be free with me in letting 
me know your judgment, by what you have heard, if you have no inti- 
mate acquaintance with his person. Whether you think him a fit man, 
or whether you have any objections against him ; assuring you that what 
you communicate to me herein shall go no further, but be kept a secret, 
as if it were kept only in your own breast, and heartily thank you for 
nominating a person whom you think so able and deserving, and whom 
I must have an esteem for on that account. But let me entreat you to 
return me an answer with all freedom about Mr. Kidder, and as soon as 
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therefore cannot have it. I am folly of your Ladyship's 
opinion, that what my Lord Bedford does in this matter, mnst 
not appear to be done by him, for fear of bringing other im- 
portunities upon the King. If my Lord thinks well of Dr. 
Horneck, Dr. Moore would then certainly have St. Andrews. 

I thank God for the health your family enjoys, as for that of 
my own ; and equally pray for the continuance of it, and all 
other blessings. I would fain find room to tender my humble 
service to my Lord Bedford, my Lord Russell, and two of the 
best young ladies I know. 

I am, honored Madam, more than I can express, 

Your most obliged and obedient servant, 

John Tillotson. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. TILLOTSON. 

Whenever, Mr. Dean, you are disposed, and at leisure to 
give it me, I can be well content, I assure you, to read the 
longest letter you can write. But I had not so soon told a 
truth you cannot choose but know, if this paper was not to be 
hastened to you with a little errand that I am well enough 
pleased to be employed in ; because the eflPect will be good, 
though the cause does not please me ; being you said Mr. Kid- 
der* cannot have Covent Garden, because he is Dean of Peter- 
possible, because the business requires haste, and I am adyised bj some 
about the King that it will be necessary for me to fix upon one speedily 
that I may recommend, lest something may intervene : for solicitationa 
are many and pressing from several hands. Mr. Kidder is weU known 
to the Dean of Canterbury, who gives a great character of him, as know- 
ing him well. And if he be in town you may please to consult hitai about 
him, especially in case you are acquainted with him yourself." 

1 Richard Kidder, a learned divine, was made Dean of Peterborough 
on the elevation of Dr. Patrick to the see of Chichester; and on Ken's 
refusal to take the oaths to King William and Mary, succeeded that ex- 
cellent prelate in the bishopric of Bath and Wells. He published several 
works, among which the most esteemed are his Lectures preached in pur- 



Digitized by 



Google 



1689.J DR. TILLOTSON. 289 

borongh (though I do not conceive why, nnless it is because he 
is great, and others are not). But Lord Bedford leans strongly 
to oflfer him to the King ; it is from what you said to me has 
made him do so. Yet if you judge he should not now be the 
man, I am enjoined to obtain from you some character of one 
Mr. Freeman,* and Mr. Williams ;* the last I hare heard you 
speak well of, but I did not heed his just character. What you 
think fit to say to me shall not be imparted but in general terms, 
if you like that best ; though Lord Bedford is as close as can 
be desired, as well inclined as possible, to do the best ; and 
will have me say something of these men before he fixes, which 
my Lord Shrewsbury advises him to quickly. 

Moore' he is averse to ; Homeck* the parish is also, as he is 
well informed, to a high degree. So Kidder, Williams, and 
Freeman are before him. I desire two or three lines upon this 
subject, by the first post, if you please. 

Though my paper is fall enough, especially to a man that has 
no more spare time than you have, yet I must just touch upon 
some other parts of your letter, being they touch me most sensi- 
bly. I bless God that inclines the heart of our King to do 
well ; it looks as if God meant a full mercy to these long- 
threatened kingdoms. I thank Mr. Dean very heartily for those 
thoughts that infiuence and heighten his charity to Mr. John- 
son. I will not say what I do more, but you must needs know. 

craance of the will of the Honorable Robert Boyle. His death was a 
melancholy one, being killed in his bed by the fall of a stack of chimneys 
in the great storm in November, 1703. 

* Samuel Freeman, D.D., Chaplain to the King, obtained the living. 
He preached a ftmeral sermon on the death of his noble patron, which is 
printed. London : 1700. 4to. He was afterwards Dean of Peterborough. 

■ John Willialiis, prebendary of Canterbury, afterwards Bishop of 
Chichester, died 1709. 

' John Moore, prebendary of Norwich, afterwards Bishop of the same 
see, and translated to Ely. 

* Anthony Homeck, D.D. He was patronized by Russell, Earl of Or- 
ford, who solicited the Queen for preferment for him, which was refused ; 
subsequently, on Tillotson's recommendation, he was made a prebendary 
of Westminster. 
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Mr. Dean, now a few words to your own concern, that bears so 
heayy upon your mind, and I have done. I know not if I 
should use the phrase, ** integrity is my idol;" but I'm sure I 
admire and love it hugely wherever I meet it. I would never 
have a sincere person crossed. I do pity you, Mr. Dean, and 
I think you have a hard game upon your hands, which, if it 
should happen you cannot play off your own way, you can do 
better than a man less mortified to the world could ; being if 
you serve the interest of religion and the King's, you are doing 
what you have dedicated yourself to, and therefore can be more 
regardless of the ignorant or wicked censurer ; for, upon my 
word, I believe you will incur no other: your character is above 
it, if what you fear should come upon you. But as I conceive 
there are six months yet to deliberate upon this matter, you 
know the old saying, many things fall out between the cup and 
the lip ; and pray do not fill your head with the fears of a trou- 
ble, though never so great, that is at a distance and may never 
be ; for if you think too much on a matter you dread, it will 
certainly disturb your quiet, and that will infallibly your health; 
and you cannot but see. Sir, that would be of a bad conse- 
quence. The King is willing to hear you. You know your 
own heart to do good, and yon have lived some time, and have 
had experience. You say well that such an one is the best and 
worst friend. — I think I should have had more tenderness to 
the will or temper of my friend ; and for his justification, one 
may say, he prefers good to many, before gratifying one single 
person, and a public good ought to carry a man a great way. 
But I see your judgment (if your inclination does not bias too 
far) is heartily against him in this matter, that you think you 
cannot do so much good then as now. We must see if you can 
convince him thereof; and when he is master of that notion, 
then let him labor to make your way out of those briers he has 
done his part to bring you into ; though something else would 
have done it without him, I believe, if I am not mistaken in 
this, no more than I am that this letter is much too long from, 
&c, 
September, 1689. 
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BISHOP OF SALISBURY TO LADY RUSSELL. 

Your Ladyship will find, by the date of my last, that a gene- 
ral sympathy led us both to write very near the same day to 
one another. I humbly thank you for the great honor you 
have done me. Mrs. Burnet is extreme sensible of her share 
in it, and with her humble thanks and most humble service she 
bids me tell you that your godson thrives extremely, and grows 
every day stronger and stronger. 

I humbly thank your Ladyship for the account that you were 
so good as to give me of Londonderry. The Providence of 
God has been hitherto very signal in the whole progress of this 
revolution. God grant that our sins put not a stop to it. 
Those who stand out against it had need be very sure they are 
in the right, lest they be found to fight against God. There 
are but three of them in all in my diocese, but, indeed, two of 
these are men of great worth. There is a commissioner sent 
to me, to govern the dioceses of Bath and Wells and Glou- 
cester during the suspension upon the renewing of it. I have 
sent one express to both the Bishops, to let them know that 
though my hand and seal are now necessary for the affairs of 
their sees, yet they shall always determine me in everything in 
which' they will signify their minds to me or my Chancellor. 
For this I obtained the King and Queen's allowance before I 
left the Court. Thus they will see that they are as well used 
as is possible by us, which I am sure is far different from what 
we might expect from them if we were in their power. Some 
in London fancy that the '* History of Passive Obedience"* will 
do great feats, for they take care to send down by every carrier 
great packets of them to our clergy here, with some to them 
gratis, for they do not know who sends them. 

I am now to go my visitation, and am to preach all round 

* "History of Passive Obedience since the Reformation." 4to. Ant. 
1689. Numerous replies were printed to this pamphlet. See Catalogue 
of the British Museum (Obedience). 
21 
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myself, so that in less than three weeks' time I shall preach a 
dozen sermons. I thank God I find all the appearances of a 
hearty welcome into this country that can be expected, and 
there are many worthy clergymen in this diocese, thongh there 
is a sad mixture of bad ones. I will understand what I have 
to do a little better when I have once gone round the country 
and seen them all. Thus yon see I still please myself with 
hoping that you have still the same goodness for me, and that 
you will not be unwilling to be entertained with my concerns. 
I will now say somewhat to you of a thing which relates if not 
to yourself yet at least to the family. I believe the Dean of 
Peterborough will be made Bishop of Chichester, so here Co* 
vent Garden falls within the prerogative. Mr. Kidder in Lon- 
don is both one of the best preachers, one of the best men and 
leamedest men in the city, who was always right and moderate, 
and a true Englishman as well as a true Protestant. This man, 
if his voke will fiU that great church, will be a great blessing 
to the parish. Next Mm, I think. Dr. Homeck is one of the 
best and most conscientious churchmen I know. These are 
the two that I have taken the liberty to recommend. I know 
the King will not give that without knowing the Earl of Bed- 
fSord's mind, but yet even that must be well, otherwise if St. 
Andrews, Holbom, should be vacant, a friend of yours wiU 
pretend to be used in the same manner. If you think fit, you 
may move that Mr. Johnson may have the Deanery of Peter- 
borough, which is none of the best, but is none of the worst. 
I have not time to give further at present, therefore I give my 
most humble setvice to the Earl of Bedford, and so to your 
Ladyship's most hopeful children. I pray God give you daily 
More and more joy in them, and continue long to them the 
blessing of such a mother. 

I am, witti all possible esteem and duty, 
Madam, 
Your most obedient and most humble servant, 

Georqe Sabum. 
SaUsbury, Sept. 7, 1689. 
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. DEAN TILLOTSON TO LADY RUSSELL. 

Edmontcm, Sept. 24, 1689. 
Honored Madam — 

Just now I received your Ladyship's letter. Since my last, 
and not before, I understand the great averseness of the parish 
from Dr. Horneck; so that if my Lord of Bedford had liked 
him, I could not have thought it fit, knowing how necessaxy it 
is to the good effect of a maa's ministry, that he do not ]ie 
under any great prejudice with the people. The two whom 
the Bishop of Chichester hath named, aro, I think, of the 
worthiest of the city ministers, since Mr. Kidder declines it, 
for the reason given by the Bishop, and, if he did not, could 
not have it ; not because of any inconsistency in the prefer- 
ments, but because the King, having so many obligations yet 
to answer, cannot, at the same time, give two such preferments 
to one man. For the two persons mentioned, if comparison 
must be made between two very good njen, I will tell your 
Ladyship my free thoughts of them. 

Mr. Williams is really one of the best men I know, and moat 
unwearied in doing good, and his preaching very weighty and 
judicious. The other is a truly pious man, and of a winning 
conversation. He preaches well, and hath much the more 
plausible delivery, and, I think, a stronger voice. Both of them 
(which I had almost forgot) have been steady in all changes of 
times. This is the plain truth ; and yet I must not conceal one 
particular and present advantage on Dr. Freeman's side. On 
Sunday night last, l^e King asked me concerning a city minis- 
ter, whose name he had forgot ; but said, he had a very kind 
remembrance of him, having had much conversation with him, 
when His Majesty was very young, in Holland, and wondered 
he had never seen him since he came into England. 

I could not imagine who he should be, till his Majesty told 
me he was the English Ambassador's Chaplain about twenty 
years ago, meaning Sir William Temple's. Upon that I knew 
it was Dr. Freeman. The King said that was his name, and 
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desired me to find him oat, and tell him that he had not forgot 
him, but remembered with pleasure the acquaintance he had 
with him many years ago ; and had charged me, when there 
was an opportunity, to put him in mind of him. This I thought 
both great goodness in the King, and modesty in Dr. Freeman,* 
never to show himself to the King all this while. By this your 
Ladyship will judge, who is like to be most acceptable to the 
King, whose satisfaction, as well as service, I am obliged to re- 
gard, especially in the disposal of his own preferments^ though 
Mr. Williams be much more my firiend. 

I mentioned Mr. Johnson again, but his Majesty put on other 
discourse ; and my Lord Privy Seal told me yesterday morning, 
that the King thought it a little hard to give pensions out of 
his purse, instead of church preferments; and tells me Mr. 
Johnson is very sharp upon me. His Lordship called it rail- 
ing, but it shall not move me in the least. His Lordship asked 
me, whether it would not be well to move the King to give him 
a good bishopric in Ireland, there being several void. I thought 
it very well if it would be acceptable. His Lordship said, that 
was all one ; the offer would stop many mouths as well as his ; 
which, I think, was well considered. 

I will say no more of myself, but only thank your Ladyship 
for your good advice, which I have always a great disposition 
to follow, and a great deal of reason, being assured it is sincere 
as well as wise. The King hath set upon me again with greater 
earnestness of persuasion than is fit for one that may command. 
I begged as earnestly to be considered in this thing, and so we 
parted upon good terms. I hope something will happen to 
hinder it. I put it out of my mind as much as I can, and leave 
it to the good providence of Grod for the thing to find its own 
issue. To that I commend you and yours ; and am, Madam, 
Yours, by all possible obligation, 

Jo. TiLLOTSON. 

* Dr. Freeman was instituted to the rectory of Covent Garden, Decem- 
ber 28, 1689. 
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If Mr. JobnBon refuse tMs offer, and it should be my hard 
fortune not to be able to get out of this difficulty, which I will, 
if it be possible to do it without provocation, I know one that 
will do more for Mr. Johnson than was desired of the King, 
but still as from the King, foir anything that he shall know. 
But, I hope, some much better way will be found : and that 
there will be neither occasion nor opportunity for this.* 



LADY MONTAGU TO LADY RUSSELL. 

I AM very sorry, my dear sister, to find by yours, which I 
received by the last post, that your thoughts have been 
so much disturbed with what I thought ought to have some 
contrary effect." It is very true, what is once taken from us, 
in that nature, can never be returned ; all that remains of com- 
fort (according to my temper) is a bringing to punishme^t those 
who were so wickedly and unjustly the cause of it. 

I confess, it was a great satisfaction to me to hear that was 
the public care; it being so much to the honor, as well as what 
in justice was due to your dead Lord, that I do not doubt, when 
your sad thoughts will give you leave to recollect, you will find 
comfort. 

I heartily pray God you may, and that you may never have 

* The wryaess of his temper, and tiirbulency of his genius, rendered 
him also unfit for the higher stations of the church, of which he was im- 
moderately ambitious, not being able to obtain a bishopric ; Lady Russell 
made use of the influence the had with Dr. Tillotson to solicit a pension 
for him, and in consequence of this application, the King granted Johnson 
SOOL a year for his own and his son*s life, with lOOOZ. in money, and a 
place of lOOZ. a year for his son. He died in 1708. All his treatises 
have been collected and published in one vol. folio, 1710, and again in 
1713. 

^ This probably alludes to the Committee of the House of Commons to 
examine who were the advisers and promoters of the murder of Lord 
Russell, &c. 

21* 
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the addition of any other loss, which is and ever shall be the 

prayer of, 

Your entirely affectionate 

E. Montagu. 

Boughton, Dec. 23, 1689. 



LADY RUSSELL TO LADY SUNDERLAND. 

I THINK I understand almost less than anybody, yet I knew 
better things than to be weary of receiving what is so good as 
my Lady Sunderland's letters ; or not to have a due regard of 
what is so valuable as her esteem and kindness, with her pro- 
mises to enjoy it my whole life. Truly, Madam, I can find no 
fault but one, and that is constantly in all the favors you direct 
to me, an unfortunate useless creature in the world, yet your 
Ladyship owns me as one had been of some service to you. 
Alas I I know I was not, but my intention was pure ; I pitied 
your sorrow ; I was hearty in wishing you ease, and, if I had 
an occasion for it, I could be diligent, but no further ability ; 
and you are very good to receive it kindly. But, so unhappy 
a solicitor as I was once for my poor self and family, my heart 
misgives me when I aim at anything of that kind any more. 
Yet I hope I have at last learned to make the will of God, 
when declared, the rule of my content, and to thank Him for 
all the hard things I sufifer as the best assurances of a large 
share in that other blessed state ; and if what is dear to us is 
got thither before us, the sense what they enjoy, and we in a 
little while shall with them, ought to support us and our friends. 



LADY EDWARD RUSSELL* TO LADY RUSSELL. 

Russell-street, July 6th, 1690. 
Because our God is God, and not man, therefore we, who 
have deserved unmixed wrath, do hitherto sing both of mercy 

* From Miss Berry's Memoir. The Lady Edward Russell was the wife 
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and jodgment. The Lord has arisen, his enemies are scattered, 
and they that hate Him are fled before Him. It is, indeed, 
almost incredible what we have an account of, by an express 
that came to-day from Ireland. King James's army is so routed, 
that it is concluded he can never rally again. He fled himself 
to Dublin, where he found his reception so unexpectedly cold, 
that he durst not trust himself among his former friends there, 
but retired immediately into the county of Connaught, to a 
town that I did not hear named. I have not heard what num- 
bers he has lost; I suppose, not many; for they ran so fast,, 
death itself could not overtake them. We have, however, 
taken Hamilton* prisoner ; and Lord Dungan and Lord Car- 
lingford are dead. On our side not so much as an ensign 
killed, of the inferior officers ; yet it has pleased God to suffer 
a musket-shot to put an end to the glorious days of the great 
and renowned Schomberg.* He fell not in battle, but received 

of Mr. Edward Rassell, after his father's elevation to the Dukedom, Lord 
Edward llussell. 

> Count George Hamilton, the elder brother of Count Anthony Hamilton, 
who has given us many particulars of his brother's early life, in his 
incomparable memoirs of their brother-in-law, the Count de Grammont. 
Count George Hamilton, as we are there informed, married la belle Jen- 
nings. She was an elder sister of Sarah, Duchess of Marlborough ; and, 
after Count George Hamilton's death, married George Talbot, Earl of 
Tyrconnel. See frequent mention of her, under the name of Lady Tyr- 
connel, in the letters of the Duke to the Duchess of Marlborough, in 
Coxe's Life of the Duke of Marlborough. Sir William Ellis, secretary to 
the Duke of Marlborough, is said to have been in love with her, which 
led to EUis espousing the Jacobite cause. 

2 Frederick, Duke of Schomberg, was of a noble family, originally of 
the Palatinate. He first signalized himself under Frederick Henry, 
Prince of Orange ; after whose death he engaged in the service of France, 
commanded in Spain the Portuguese army in alliance with France, and 
afterwards the French army in Catalonia, with such success, that, 
although a Protestant, he received the bieiton of a Mar^chal of France 
in 1675. 

On the revocation of the Edict of Nantes, he was suffered to le&ve 
France, on condition of going to Portugal. He afterwards got liberty to 
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the woimd ui his tkroftt, aa h^ wag giyiog ordera oyer a walL 
Walker of Londonderry, standing w^sr, was skot waA killed at 
the same time. The Doke of Ormond writes, th^ it is thought 
Duke Schomberg's wonnd was not mortal, bat that he rather 
died of his fall, for he pitched exactly on his head ; howeyw it 
was, he neyer rose agajin. The King was onc^ more so near 
danger, that a ballet graaed npon the side of his boot^ and 
passed him by. They say be has extremely exposed hi^ person 
in tius action. Once he was going towards th0 enemy at ibe 
head of a very small party of guards, which Lord Searborough^ 
being aware of, strictly commanded that not a man should stir ; 
his orders were so well obeyed^ that the King, having advanced 
a little way, turned about, and found he was alone, so was 
forced to return to liis company. Monsieur Gallimot' is 
wounded, but it is hoped not mortally. We have taken several 
field-pieces from the enemy; and were upon a hot pursuit when 
the express came away. It is thought, by this time, the King 
has got to Dublin ; where, to be sure, he is, or will be, very 
welcome to great numbers of miserable Protestants, whom, 
when King James went out to fight, he left inclosed in churches 
and other public places ; what he designed further to do with 

remove to Qermany, and oommanded as Generalis^mo for the Elector of 
Bavaria. In the year 1688, he came over to England with King William, 
by whom he was immediately created Earl of Brentford, Marquis of Har- 
wich, and Duke of Schomberg, with limitation, first to his youngest, and 
then to his second son, both of whom succeeded to his titles; but the first 
died in Italy, of wounds received in the battle of Marsaglia against the 
French, and the second dying without male issue, in 1719, the title be- 
came extinct The Duke of Schomberg had been sent by King William 
to Ireland in the year 1689. 

» Richard, first Earl of Scarborough. He attended King William in 
Ireland, and was present at the battle of the Boyne. 

' Monsieur la Caillemote received a mortal wound, and as he was car- 
ried back by four soldiers to the English camp, he encouraged those who 
were crossing the river by these words: "A la ghfre, met enfaim^ d la 
gloire." — Tindal, Continuation of Rapin, vol. iii. p. 136. 
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them, God has graciously prevented. Hamilton,* who is taken 
prisoner, says they have a recruit, under the command of 
Sarsfield,^ consisting of eleven battalions, and three regiments 
of horse. Kirk^ and his army were not concerned in this 
action; it is said the King considers him according to his 
merit. The King's wound heals, and is^ scabbed over ; so that 
he is out of that danger, and, I trust, will be preserved from 
all other. He is as busy as if he had never been hurt ; holds 
his bridle with his right hand, and fights with his left. He is 
as merciful as he is brave. He has caused Hamilton's wounds 
to be dressed ; and treats him more like a friend than a traitot 
and a rebel. 

Mr. Russell* is come in, and contradicts some of my news, 
adds to some, and tells some that I had not heard before ; and 
all this I am to do by his direction, in so little time, that I fear 
I shall not write intelligibly. In the first place, he adds, that 
Monsieur Callimot is shot through the thigh ; next, he con- 
tradicts that of Dr. Walker's death : all the letters had it, and 

* When he was brought to the King, he was asked by him whether the 
Irish would fight any more. " Yes, sir," answered Hamilton, "upon my 
honor, I believe they will." When he pronounced the word honor the 
King looked disdainfully at him, and then turned about, repeating once 
or twice, your honor, intimating that what he affirmed upon his honor 
was not to be regarded, since that was forfeited before by his siding with 
Tyrconnel; and this was all the febuke the King gave him for his breach 
of trust. — Tindal, Continuation of Rapin, vol. iii. p. 187. 

> Patrick Saarsfield, created by James, after his abdication, Earl of 
Lucan. He was one of that King's best generals, and distinguished him- 
self much during the war in Ireland. After the capitulation of Limerick, 
l^e is reported to have said to some of the English officers : ** Low as we 
now are, change but Kings with us, and we will fight it over again with 
you." — Ellis Correspondence, note, vol. i. p. 58. 

5 Colonel Kirk, the ferocious officer, whose cruelties in the West after 
the defeat of Monmouth are too well known. Lord Dartmouth, in his 
note in Burnet's Own Times, says : " That no man was better received or 
more caressed by King William." 

♦ Admiral Russell, afterwards created Earl of Orford. He was then a 
Commissioner of the Admiralty. 
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it wae generally believed in our army. The Secretary of War 
himself, upon whose letter Mr. Russell goes, says, in the be- 
ginning of it, that he is dead, but at last contradicts it, saying 
only thus, he was ridden over and stripped, but is well enough. 
How this happened I cannot imagine, for he does not say how 
he came to lie so low. That same letter gives a very full ac- 
count of 1 Duke Schomberg's death. Thirty of King James's 
men made so good resistance, that all of them were killed upon 
the spot but five. These, endeavoring to make their escape 
that way, where they might most easily pass through our army, 
took the way that led to a little village, where the Duke waA 
giving out orders : as they passed through it, they saw him, 
and, taking notice of his blue ribbon, shot the fatal bullets at 
him that put an end to his life. 

I must contradict what I said, of our not having lost any 
men in this fight ; for several officers in Count Solms's^ blue 
regiment fell at the first encounter. They passed the river first, 
and bore alone the shock of all the enemy's horse before ours 
could come to their assistance, but they could not be broken. 
The InniskiUen men did not behave themselves so well ; they 
made a brisk attack at first, but maintained their ground so ill, 
that, in retiring, they had like to have put the Dutch regiment 
of guards into great confusion. Indeed, we had all like to have 
been in confusion by their means ; for one of them, by mistake, 
was ready to have shot the King, when he cried out, '* What ! 
don't ye know your friends from your foes ?" and so prevented 
the blow. They could not persuade the King to hide his George, 
which increases his danger, as it aggravates the InniskiUen 
men's dulness. The bullet that I said touched his boot, was 
not from a cannon, but from a long gun. We have taken TOGO 
arms, all supposed to be French : they are good prize, for we 
wanted them extremely. The arms of two regiments of the 
enemy were found heaped up on the ground. Monsieur la 
Meloniere* was sent by the King to Drogheda, to summon them 

1 The Count de Solms lost his Ute at the battle of Landen, in 1698. 
* M. de la Millioniere was a Brigadier-General in King WilHam*s serrioe. 
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to A siirrender, and to tell them, that jf they delayed tOl his 
cannon came np, he would give no quarter. We expect to 
hear their answer by the next express. King James is gone 
from Dublin to Athlone ; that is the name of the town I Jiad 
not heard when I began my letter : it is forty-nine miles from 
Dublin t it is not a strong place, and therefore, it is supposed, 
he will go from thence to Galway, which is thitty-six miles from 
Athlone, where he may better defend himself. Lord Portland 
writes, that thirty Danes have behaved themselves to a miracle ; 
but does not say on what occasion. I hear nothing of the 
praises of any of the English ; indeed, aH the praise belongs to 
God, and not to any other. He has wrought this great salva- 
tion for us, not for any worthiness in us, but because it pleased 
Him. For his own name's sake has He done this, and because 
his mercy endures for ever. Therefore, all our joy ought to 
be in the Lord, and we ought to rejoice with trembling ; for 
still He holds the rod over us, so that we dare not say the 
bitterness of death is past. Indeed, we have cause to walk 
humbly, while that insolent French enemy insults over us, and 
makes us prisoners, as it were in our own island. There is 
nothing that I know of, but the providence of God, that hinders 
them from acting all manner of violence upon our coasts. Ply- 
mouth lies naked before them — ^not so much as a governor in 
the town, nor militia up in the country : our fleet skulked into 
harbor, and they, for the f)resent at least, absolute masters of 
the seas. Yet they are chained up by a Power above theirs, 
who causeth the wrath of man to praise Him, and the remainder 
thereof He restrains. Blessed be his name, that both we and 
our enemies are in his hands ! The Lord enable us to lie very 
low before Him, in a sense of our own nothingness; for what 
are we, when He comes to contend with us'I We shall be de- 
livered from these, as well as from those adversaries in Ireland, 

The Governor at first seemed determined to defend the city, and received 
the summons with great contempt ; but, on the King sending word that 
**if he was forced to bring his cannon before the place, he must expect 
no quarter," he accepted the conditions offered him. 
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when he pleases ; and if not, let Him do to ns as seems g^ood 
in his sight. 

One thing Mr. Russell bids me add.: he sees it is the opinion 
of some of the great men in town, that if they print that pass- 
age of my Lord Scarborough's, forbidding his men to follow 
the King, it will need a comment ; for though it argues, they 
say, great presence of mind in my Lord to do what he did, yet 
the common people will not easily understand it. The Papists 
already say that the King's guards would not fight against King 
James: that is the use they make of it. If either Lord Port- 
land's* or Sir Robert Southwell's' letter be printed, as Mr. 
Russell thinks they will, he will to-morrow, by the post, send 
your Ladyship one of them. Major Parker was killed on King 
James's side, which I did not know when I named the other 
two. 

Lord Torrington' is expected in town to-night, when the tide 

1 This does not appear to have been printed. It is not in the British 
Museum, or in the valuable collection of pamphlets in the Library of the 
London Institution. 

' Sir Robert Southwell. See Collinses Peerage, vol. vL p. 639. There 
is no trace of this letter. Sir Robert Southwell's dispatches, during his 
embassy in Portugal, were collected and published in 1741. 

Upon the death of Edward Southwell, Baron de Clifford, in 1832, the 
barony fell into abeyance between the wue of his three sisters, viz: 
Catherine, who married George Kien Hay ward Cousmaker, Esq. ; Sophia, 
who married John Thomas Townshend, afterwards Viscount Sydney ; and 
Elizabeth, who married William, Earl of Albemarle. Their coheirs were 
Mrs. Russell, daughter of George Cousmaker, the two daughters of Vis- 
count Sydney, and Augustus Viscount Bury. His Majesty King William 
IV. was pleased to terminate the abeyance in favor of Mrs. Ruaeell in 
1833, who is the present Baroness De Clifford. 

» Arthur Herbert, descended from Lord Herbert, of Cherbury. He 
had commanded the Dutch fleet which brought over King William ; for 
which, and other services at the Revolution, he was created Earl of Tor- 
rington. He was now first Commissioner of the Admiralty, and com- 
manded in chief the English and Dutch fleets in the unfortunate engage- 
ment off Beachy Head, which (as is known) took place the very day 
before the battle of the Boyne. He had received positive orders to fight 
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serres. He lajs all the fault on the Commissionen of the Ad- 
miralty. I wish I knew where to lay that of haying tired your 
Ladyship with an impertinent, tedious letter, full of contradic- 
tions, and everything, bating the good news, that can make it 
need a pardon : but all this must lie (tUl that takes it off) on. 
Madam, 
Your Ladyship's most obliged affectionate 

Servant and Sister, 
F. R. 



LADY PRANCES RUSSELL TO LADY MARGARET RUSSELL. 

RusseU Street, July 12, 1690. 
I RECKON, Madam, I have very ill luck if the news letters 
and mine come to Wobum together, and those happen to be 
first opened, because I can write nothing but what is common 
to both that will bear reading ; for that reason this will be a 
very intolerable letter, there being no news stirring that I know 
of, only what comes dropping from Ireland, and, to be sure, 
that has reached you before this will. Waterford, and Wex- 
ford, and Cork are delivered up, and King James is gone from 
Port Duncannon with only the Duke of Berwick, Tirconnel, 
Powis, and his son Fitzjames, grand prior of England ; some 
say Lawson is gone with him too, but others say he stays to 
dispose of the French that he commanded. The business of 
Ireland is so well over, that the King has sent over some of his 
men already, who are expected at Chester within a few days : 

the French fleet wherever he met with it, and therefore engaged 82 ships 
with 66. In spite of this overwhelming inferiority, he succeeded in say- 
ing from destruction the fleets committed to his charge. But England, 
even then, before the unexampled triumphs of the last twenty years of 
her naval history, could not brook a failure of victory. Lord Torrmgt<M:i 
was deprived of his command, and committed to the Tower. He was 
afterwards tried by a court-martial and acquitted, but never again em- 
ployed. He died without children in 1716, and his title became extinct. 
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thktlamtdd.bQtlfr.RiuiielldoeSBOtbelieTeH. ThepristMl 
pi4)era Bpeftk bo largely of the condition Doblin was found in» 
that I need say nothing of that. I hope we have not lost many 
mea, for not above 10,000 of oar army ever engaged the enemy. 
They talk hotly to-day of the French being landed in the WetA, 
bat Mr. Enssell says he hopes it is not so, becaose he coald not 
hear it from any good hand, thongh it is said several expresses 
have bronght that news ; he bids me say, thoagh, that he is 
well assured Lord Pembroke, Lord Macclesfield, Sir Robert 
Howard, Sir Henry Goodrich, and Sir Thomas Lea, go down 
to-morrow morning, to inquire into the miscarriages of the 
fleet. Lord Torrington's sentence is not difficult to foretell, 
when the jury is so well chosen ; besides his having so consi- 
derable a party among the sea-captains. Monsieur Jourville, 
the French admiral, sent ours word by a Portugal ship, that he 
found his Lordship was not ready yet, but that he would stay 
for him till the latter end of August. Mr. Russell had this 
from several captains that were aboard the fleet. Mr. Mon- 
tague, the clerk of the council, asked your brother how he 
could unriddle one expression in TirconnePs lettet to the late 
Queen. ** We have no hopes," said he, "unless Mr. Jones's 
negotiation succeeds." It is too late for me to endeavor now 
to do it, for the post is just going ; besides, Mr. Russell teases 
me so to make an end, that I hardly know what t do. fie sees I 
can design to write nothing more but strong lines. I am afraid 
it will be strong nonsense then, for I have done nothing sensi- 
ble all this day. I fancy, Madam, you have had a great deal 
of trouble with my sister, and I dare say she a great deal of 
pleasure; it would have been so to me if I had been in her 
place. I know not what to say for the blot on the other side, 
but that I never saw it till my letter was almost written ; then 
k was impossible to write it over again. I have sent your 
Ladyship a Help to Devotion, but we shall be beforehand with 
yon, for to-morrow it is to be read in all the churches. I wish 
they had chosen a more distinguishing day, that we (might) 
have known our friends from our foes. I am troubled to hear 



Digitized by 



Google 



1690.] LADY RUSSELL TO DR. PITZWILUAM. 255 

of my Lady Bassell'a illness, but I hope it will soqb be over. 
It is well for your Ladyship I haye so good a monitor sits by 
me^ for I am so well pleased with my employment, that I should 
not know when to make an end, bat he considers better than I 
should haye done, that the conclusion is always the best part of 
any letter written by. 

Madam, 
Your Ladyship's most affectionate 

humble Seryant and Sister, 

F. BuassLU 

Be pleased. Madam, to tell my Lord, that Mr. BusseH aad 
I present oar most humble duties to his Lordship. 
For tbe Right Hon. the Lady Margaret Rossell, 
at Wobomo Abbej, Bedfordshire. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

I ASi^DRE you, good Doctor, I was yery well pleased this 
eyening to receiye another letter &om you ; and much more 
than ordinary, because yoor last had some gentle hints in it, as 
if you thought I hod taken some offence, though yon kindly 
again said, you could not or would not imagine it, not being 
Gonseious of omission or commission, and indeed you haye good 
reason for saying so ; I will at any time justify you in it, and 
do more commend your belief, tha^t I either had not youi 
letters, or Was not well, than I could your mistrust of me for 
what will never happen. But an old dated paper haa coa- 
yinced you, and a newer had, if I had known wh^e to hayt 
found you ; for, in yours of the 5th of August, you intimate 
that you meant (if it did not too much offend the eyes of a 
friend of mine that were weak) to make a stay at Windsor of 
ten days longer, and made no mention then whither you went. 
Now, truly, I had that letter, when I was obliged to write 
much to such as would congratulate my being well again, some 
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in kindness, and some in ceremony. Bnt so it was, that when 
I went to write, I fonnd I should not know where to send it ; 
so I deferred it tiU I had learned that. I sent to Mrs. Smith ; 
she conld not tell. I bid John send to Richard at Stratton to 
know if you were at Chilton, for I know Lady Gainsborough 
was not there then, but now you have informed me yourself. 

By report I fear poor Lady Gainsborough is in new trouble : 
for though she has all the help of religion to support her, yet 
that does not shut us out from all sorrow ; it does not direct 
us to insensibility if we could command it, but to a quiet sub- 
mission to the will of God, making his ours as much as we can. 
Indeed, Doctor, you are extremely in the right to think that 
my life has been so embittered, it is now a very poor thing to 
me ; yet, I find myself careful enough of it. I think I am use- 
ful to my children, and would endure hard things to do for 
them till they can do for themselves ; but alas ! I am apt to 
conclude if I had not that, yet I should still find out some 
reason to be^content to live, though I am weary of everything, 
and of the folly, the vanity, the madness of man most of all. 

There is a shrinking from the separation of the soul from the 
body, that is implanted in our natures, which enforces us to 
conserve life : and it is a wise Providence ; for who would else 
endure much evil, that is not taught the great advantages of 
patient sufferings ? I am heartily sorry, good Doctor, that 
you are not exempt, which I am sure you are not, when you 
cannot exercise your care as formerly among your flock at 
Cotenham.* But I will not enlarge on this matter, nor any 
other at this time. That I might be certain not to omit this 
respect to you, I have begun with it, and have many behind, to 
which I must hasten, but first desire you will present my most 
humble service to my Lady ; I had done myself the honor to 
write to her, just as I believe she was writing to me, but I will 
thank her yet for that favor. Either trouble or the pleasure of 

* Dr. FitzwilUam was ejected as a NoDJuror. 
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her son's settlement engrosses ber, I apprehend, at this time, 
and business, I know, is an attendant of the last. 
I am, Sir, 
Yonr constant friend and servant, 

B. BusaBu^. 
Wobome Abbe j, Aug. 28, 1690. 



DEAN TILLOTSON TO LADY RUSSELL. 

Edmonton, Oot. 9, 1690. 
Honored Madam — 

Since I had the honor of your letter, I was tempted to have 
troubled you wifh one of mine upon the sad occasion of your 
late great loss of two so near relations, and so near together.* 
But I considered, why should I pretend to be able either to 
instruct or comfort my Lady Bussell', who hath borne things 
much more grievous with so exemplary a meekness and sub- 
mission to the will of God, and knows, as well as I can tell 
her, that there is no remedy in these cases but patience, nor 
any comfort but in the hopes of the happy meeting of our de- 
ceased friends in a better life, in which sorrow and tears shall 
have no more place to all eternity 1 

And now I crave leave to impart something of my own trou- 
ble to your Ladyship. On Sunday last the King commanded 
me to wait upon him the next morning at Kensington. I did 
so, and met with what I feared. His Majesty renewed his for- 
mer gracious offer, in so pressing a manner, and with so much 
kindness, that I hardly knew how to resist it. I made the best 
acknowledgments I could of his undeserved grace and favor to 
me, and begged of him f o consider all the consequences of this 
matter, being well asswed that all the storm, which was raised 
in convocation the last year by those who will be the Church 
of England, was upon my account, and that the Bishop of 

' The death of her sister, the Countess of Montagu, and of her nephew, 
Wriothesley Baptist, Earl of Gainsborough. 

22* 
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L was at the bottom of it, out of a jealousy that I might 

be a hindrance to him in attaining what he desires, and what I 
call God to witness I would not haye. And I told his Majesty, 
that I was still afraid that his kindness to me wonld be greatly to 
his prejudice, especially if he carried it so far as he was then 
pleased to speak ; for I plainly saw they could not bear it ; 
and that the effects of envy and ill-will towards me would ter- 
minate upon him. To which he replied, that if the thing were 
once done, and they saw no remedy, they would give oyer, and 
think of making the best of it ; and therefore he must desire me 
Ix) think seriously of it, with other expressions not fit for me 
to repeat. To all which I answered, that, in obedience to his 
Majesty's commands, I would consider of it again, though I was 
afraid I had already thought more of it than had done me good, 
and must break through one of the greatest resolutions of my 
life, and sacrifice at once all the ease and contentment of it ; 
which yet I would force myself to do, were I really conyinced 
that I was in any measure capable of doing his Majesty and the 
public that service which he was pleased to think I was. He 
smiled, and said. You talk of trouble ; I believe you will have 
much more ease in it than in the condition in which you now 
are. Thinking not fit to say more, I humbly took leave. 

And now, Madam, what shall I do ? My thoughts were 
never at such a plunge. I know not how to bring my mind to 
it ; and on the other hand, though the comparison is very une- 
qual, when I remember how I saw the King affected in the 
case of my Lord of Shrewsbury,* I find myself in great strait, and 
would not for all the world give him {he like trouble. I pray 
God to direct me to that which He sees and knows to be best, 

• When that Earl resigned the post of Secretary of State, about 1690, 
the King sent TiUotson, and aU those who had most credit with the Earl, 
to divert him from his resolution ; but all was to no purpose. The agi- 
tation of mind this gave him, threw him into a fever which almost cost 
him his life. The King pressed him to keep the seals till his return from 
Ireland, though he should not act as secretary, but he could not be pre- 
vailed upon — Burnet, vol. iv. p. 80, Qy. 1828, 
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for I know not what to do. I hope I shall have your prayers, 
asd would be glad of your advice, if the King would spare me 
so long. I pray Gtod to preserve you and yours. 
I am, honored Madam, &c, 

Jo. TiLLOTSON. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. TILLOTSON. 

Your letters will never trouble me, Mr. Dean ; on the con- 
trary, they are comfortable refreshments to my, for the most 
part, overburdened mind, which both by nature and by acci- 
dent, is made so weak, that I cannot bear, wiija. that constancy 
I should, the losses I have lately felt ; I can say. Friends and 
acquaintances Thou hast hid out of my sight, but I hope it 
shall not disturb my peace. These were young, and as they 
had began their race of life after me, so I desired they might 
have ended it also. But happy are those whom God retires in 
his grace — I trust these were so; and then no age can be 
amiss; to the young it is not too early, nor to the aged 
too late. Submission and prayer is all, we know, that we 
can do towards our own relief in our distresses, or to dis- 
arm God's anger, either in our public or private concerns. 
The scene will soon alter to that peaceful and eternal home in 
prospect. But in this time of our pilgrimage, vicissitudes of 
all sorts are every one's lot. And this leads me to your case. 
Sir. 

The time seems to be come that you must put anew in prac- 
tice that submission,* you have so powerfully both tried your- 

' Lftdy Russell alludes to TUlotson's letter to Lord Russell on passive 
obedience, printed in Lord John Russell's life of his ancestor,* who says, 
*< That on receiying the papers he went into an inner room, and after 
staying some time, upon his return told the Dean he had read the letter, 
and was willing to be conyinced, but could not say he was so ; and hoped 
God would forgive him if he were in error." Tillotson urged Burnet to 



« Fourth edition, 1863, p. 819. 
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self, and instracted others to ; I gee no pkiee to escape at ; joa 
must take np the cross and bei^ it ; I futMallj belie?e it has 
the figure of a very heavy one to yon, though not from the 
cares of it ; since, if the King guesses right, you toil more 
now ; but this work is of your own choosing, and the dignity 
of the other is what you have bent your mind against, and the 
strong resolve of your life has been to avoid it. Had this even 
proceeded to a vow, it is, I think, like the virgins of old, to be 
dissolved by the father of your country. Again, though con- 
templation, and a few friends well chosen, would be your grate- 
ful choice, yet if charity, obedience, and necessity, call you into 
the great world, and where enemies encompass round about, 
must not you accept it ? And each of these, in my mean ap- 
prehension, determines you to do it. In short, it will be a 
noble sacrifice you will make, and I am confident you will find 
as a reward, kind and tender supports, if you do take the 
burden upon you ; there is, as it were, a comman(Bng Provi- 
dence in the manner of it. Perhaps I do as sincerely wish 
your thoughts at ease as any friend you have, but I think you 
may purchase that too dear ; and if you should come to think 
so too, they would then be as restless as before. 

Sir, I believe you would be as much a common good as you 
can ; consider how few of ability and integrity this age pro- 
duces. Pray do not turn this matter too much in your head ; 
when one has once turned it every way, you know that more 
does but perplex, and one never sees the clearer for it. Be' 
not stiff, if it be still urged to you. Conform to the Divind 
Will, which has set it so strongly into the other's mind, and be 
content to endure ; it is God calls you to it. I believe it was 

endeaTor to prevail on him, but Lord Russell answered he could not tell 
ft lie. It will not now be denied that the opinion which Lord Russell 
entertained of the duty of a subject was more correct than that of the 
two worthy and respectable clergymen who attended him ; and his assert- 
ing that opinion at a moment so solemn, when a different conduct might 
perhaps have saved his life, ought to make his memory dear to every 
friend of freedom. 
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wisely said, tlifl.t when there is no remedy they will give it over, 
and make the best of it, and so I hope no ill will terminate on 
the King ; and they will lay np their arrows, when they per- 
ceive they are shot in vain at him or you, upon whom no re- 
flection that I can think of can be made that is ingenious ; and 
what is pure malice you are above being affected with. 

I wish, for many reasons, my prayers were more worthy, but 
such as they are, I offer them with a sincere zeal to the throne 
of grace for you in this strait, that you may be led out of it, aa 
shall best serve the great ends and designs of God's glory. 

October, 1690. 



DEAN TILLOTSON TO LADY RUSSELL. 

October 25, 1690.» 
Honored Madam — 

I am obliged to your Ladyship beyond all expression, for tak- 
ing my case so seriously into your consideration, and giving me 
your mature thoughts upon it. Nothing ever came more sea- 
sonably to me than your letter, which I received on Wednesday 
se'nnight, the very night before I was to have given my final 
answer to the King the next morning. I thank you for it. It 
helped very much to settle and determine my wavering mind. 
I weighed all you wrote, both your advice and your arguments, 
having not only an assurance of your true friendship and good 
will for me, but a very great regard and deference for your 
judgment and opinion. I cannot but own the weight of that 
consideration, which you are pleased to urge me wijthal; I 
mean the visible marks of a more than ordinary providence of 
God in this thing ; that the King, who likes not either to im- 
portune or to be denied, should, after so obstinate a declining 
of the thing on my part, still persist to press it upon me with 
so much kindness, and with that earnestness of persuasion 
which it does not become me to mention. I wish I could think 

1 From a copj in short-hand, in his commonplace book. 
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the King had a soperior dir«otio& in tids> as I yery belieTe he 
hath in some other things of tmch greater importance. 

The next morning I went to Kensington foil of fear, but yet 
determined what was £t for me to do. I met the King coming 
ovt of his closet/ and asking if his coach was ready. He took 
me aside, and I told him, that in obedience to his Majesty's 
command, I had considered of the thing as well as I conld, and 
came to gi^e him my answer. I perceired his Majesty was 
going ont, and therefore desired him to appoint me another 
time, which he did on the Saturday mombg after. 

Then I came again, and he took me into his closet, where I 
told him, that I conld not bnt have a deep sense of his Majesty's 
great grace and favor to me, not only to offer me the best thing 
he had to give, bnt to press it so earnestly npon me. I said I 
wonld not presume to argue the matter any further, but I hoped 
he would give me leave to be stiU his humble and earnest peti- 
tioner to spare me in that thing. He answered, he would do 
so if he could, but he knew not what to do if I refused it. 
TTpon that I told him, that I tendered my life to him, and did 
humbly de|pte it to be disposed of as he thought fit. He was 
graciously pleased to say, it was the best news had come to 
him this great while. I did not kneel down to kiss his hand, 
for without that I doubt I am too sure of it ; but requested of 
him, that he would defer the declaration of it, and let it be a 
secret for some time. He said he thought it might not be 
amiss to defer it till the Parliament was up. I begged further 
of him, that he would not make me a wedge to drive out the 
present Archbishop ;* that some time before I was nominated, 
Jiis Majesty would be pleased to declare in Council, that since 
his lenity had not had any better effect, he would wait no more, 
but would dispose of their places. This I told him I humbly 
desired, that I might not be thought to do anything harsh, or 
which might reflect upon me, for now that his Majesty had 

> Sancroft, who was def^riTed on his refusal to take the oaths. Tillot* 
son, says Burnet, was always looked upon by a large party as an usurper, 
and Bancroft as the real Archbishop. 
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thoQ^ £t to advance me to tiilfi fitatios, n^y repmtation was 
becoiDe hiB interest. Ke said, he was sensible of it, and 
thoQgbt it reasonable to do as I desired. I craved leave of 
him to laention one thiag more, which, in justice to my fianily, 
especially to mj wife, I ought to do, that I shonld be more 
than undone by Idie great and Beoessary charge of eoming into 
this place, and most, therefore, be as hnmMe petitioner to his 
Mi^esty^ that if it shonld please God to take me out of the 
world, that I must unavoidably leave my wife a beggar, be 
would not suffer her to be so ; and that he wofild graciously be 
pleased to consider, that the widow of an Archbisdiop of Can- 
terbury (which would now be an odd figure in England),* could 
not decently be supported by 80 little as would have contenled 
her very well, if I had died a Bean. To tiiis he gave a very 
gracious answer — ^I promise you to take care of her.^ 

Just as I had finished the last sentence, another very kind 
letter from your Ladyship was brought to me, wherein I find 
your tender ooncern for me, which I, c^ never sufficiently ac- 
knowledge. But you say, the die is now c^t, and I nu^stuow 
niako the beest I can ci what I lately thought was ^e worst 
that could have happened to me. I thank <3lod I aoi; ^soiie 
cheerful than I expected, i^nd cpmfc^ nvyself as I can ifitjb tlu^ 
hope, that the pppvidenoe of Ood, to which I hi^e sulmutted 
my own will ia this matter, wiU graciously assist ^me to dis^ 
charge, in some measure, the duty He hath eaUed me to. 

I did not acquaint my good friend, who wrote to you, with 
|dl that had passed^ because it was intended to be a secret, 
which I am sure is safe in your hands, I only told him, that 
his Ms^ty did not intend, as yet, to dispose of this place : 
but when he did it, I was afraid it would be hard for me to 
escape. 

^ Only two, who had filled the see of Canterbury, had b«en married — 
Cranraer and Parker. 

> King William granted Tillotson's widow an annuity of 6002., and for- 
gave the first fruits ; for the Archbishop left nothing to his family but the 
copy of his posthumous sermons, which was afterwards sold for 2,500 
guineas. His widow died Jan 20, 1701-2. 
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The King, I belieye, has only aoqaainted the Qneen with it; 
as she came ont of the closet on Sondaj last, commanded mt 
to wait apon her after dinner, which I did ; and after she had 
discoursed about other business (which was to desire my opi- 
nion of a treatise sent her in manuscript out of Holland, tend- 
ing to the reconciliation of our differences in England) she told 
me that the King had with great joy acquainted her with a 
secret concerning me, whereof she was no less glad ; using many 
gracious expressions, and confirming his Majesty's promises 
concerning my wife. 

But I am sensible this is an intolerable letter, especially con- 
cerning one's self. 

I had almost forgot to mention Mr. Yaughan's^ business. 
As soon as he brought your Ladyship's letter hither to me I 
wrote immediately to Whitehall, and got the business stopped. 

The Bishop of St. David's' had written up for some minister 
of a great town, but a small liying in that diocese, that it might 
be bestowed on him for his pains in that great town. The pre- 
tence is fair, but if the minister is no better a man than the 
Bishop, I am sure he is not worthy of it. I have been twice to 
wait on my Lord Nottingham about it, but missed of him. 
When I have inquired further into it, if the thing be fit to be 
done I will do my best for Mr. Yaughan. And I beg of your 
Ladyship to make no difficulty of commanding my poor service 
upon any occasion, for I am always truly glad of the opportu- 
nity. 

I cannot forbear to repeat my humble thanks for your great 
concernment for me in this affair. 

That God would multiply his best blessings upon your Lady- 

' Probably a relation to Lady Bassell, whose first husband was Lord 
Yaughan, eldest son to the Earl of Carbery. 

' Watson, Fellow of St John's College, Cambridge (the see was vacant 
five years), Bishop of St. David's, was deprived for simony, 1699, by 
Archbishop Tennison. He took the oaths to King William, yet continued 
attached to King James. 
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ship and your children, and make them great blessings and 
comforts to you, is the daily prayer of. 

Madam, 
Your most obliged humble servant, 

J. T. 



LADY RUSSELL TO LADY RANELAGH.* 

Madam — 

I have now before me yours of the 12th, and can read it with 
the same eagerness as when it came first to me, and so must 
anybody that you show so mudi favor to as to entertain them 
in the like manner. Every one is an instruction for a whole 
Mfe, and a noiurishment for many days ; and indeed I had yet, 
I think, fed on it longer without exciting you to new trouble, 
the rather because my servant sent me word you had been more 
than ordinary indisposed, but, blessed be God, he says you are 
not so now. And therefore I submit, in order to the design I 
have to serve a very good Lady all I can, to trouble your Lady- 
ship, and to consult you, if you please, in the matter. And I 
think you are never displeased on such occasions, more espe« 
cially if you can have opportunity to be instrum^ital in exact- 
ing what does good to any. Now to my business. 

We are told that Mr. Middleton is in a dying condition ; his 
place in the Prize Office is worth about 400/. a year. It is, 
though, as I apprehend, so only during a war, and so the less 
valuable ; however. Lady Ann Wingate would be contented if 
it could be obtiained for Sir Francis. I believe Lady Anglesey" 

1 Wife of Robert Jones, Earl of Roneliigh, a nan of great paarts and as 
ipreat vices. H« had the art of pleasing masters of verj different tempers 
and interests, so much that he continued above thirty years in great 
posts, and was looked upon as one of the ablest men Ireland had bred. — 
Tindal. 

• Most probably Elizabeth, daughter of John Earl of Rutland, widow 
of Jftmes Eiui of Anglesey. 
23 
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is the tenderer in the point, by reason Mrs. Middleton is so in- 
timate a ^end. And truly, though I am not so, I would not 
do so unworthy a thing as to solicit to her prejudice. But how 
it is so, if one desires to see a reversion be not granted to some 
other than our friend, I do not understand ; yet would certainly 
cease if I did. Tour Ladyship will better know that than I 
do. But if it does her no wrong, I dare say you would most 
willingly gratify your friend Lady Anglesey and her daughter, 
in doing what can be for them ; and as such I address myself 
to your Ladyship, from whom I can ask no more than when you 
see Lord Devonshire to mention the thing to him, and your 
wishes in it; and if you think fit, as a thing you know I offered 
to him, from my Lord Bedford and my own account ; though 
I know there will not want that to enforce when he knows your 
will in it, I know so well his respect to your Ladyship. How- 
ever, Lord Bedford and myself would show our readiness to 
serre my Lady Anne and Sir Francis, and the more friends join 
will not recommend it less to my Lord Devonshire, if he can do 
anything in it. 

I have written to him Lord Bedford's thoughts of Sir Frau- 
ds ; which are, that he is an understanding honest gentleman ; 
and has almost exceeded any in this country in his zeal and 
activeness towards the present government. 



LADY RUSSELL TO LORD DEVONSHIRE. 

MtLobd — 

Because I think all apologies are troublesome, I will not make 
any for sending you this paper, which comes to your Lordship 
with a joint request from my Lord Bedford and myself if you 
can befriend us in it. I know your Lordship needs not be 
pressed ; your own nature moves you to oblige petitioners as 
many as you can. The business is this: we hear that Mr. 
Middleton is very near dying ; he has a place in the Prize 
Office ; 4t is worth about 400/. a year. Sir Francis Wingate, 
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a gentleman in this country, that married a daughter of Lady 
Anglesey, would fain succeed him : my Lord Bedford would 
most willingly gratify him if he could. The character he gives 
him, is, that he is an honest understanding gentleman, and has 
showed all the zeal and good affection to the present govern- 
ment that is possible for any man to do with an activeness 
irreprovable. 

My Lady Ranelagh will, I guess, let you see she is engaged 
in this matter, which I will say no more in ; but if it is in your 
Lordship's way to do him the courtesy, I shall be glad. If it 
is not, I shall be sorry for this trouble I have been engaged to 
give your Lordship, whose humble servant I am, for my whole 
life. 



LADY RUSSELL TO MADAME ROUVIGNY. 

DiEU nous a frapp^e, ma ch^re Madame, d'un coup qui nous 
paroit fort rude; mais Dieu ne pense pas comme Phomme 
pense, et il faut croire qu'il ne prend pas plaisir k tourmenter 
ses pauvres creatures. Mais que songions-nous, que Dieu salM 
se detoumer de son chemin en ses providences pour notre con- 
tentement. . Non, assurement ; il faut nous supporter le mienz 
que nous puissions sur toutes sortes d'^vfenements, et vivre en 
espferance qu'un jour nous verrons plus clairement la raison de 
tons ses noirs dispensations qui nous attaquent qui nous tou- 
chent si vivement. 

Madame, je ne combats pas votre vive douleur, vous le de- 
voyez, k un fils, et k un homme si brave et si aim^ 6te du 
monde.* 

II a anssi toutes sortes de consolations qu'on pent possible 
atteindre, en la manifere de sa mort : en toutes ses demiferea 
actions, mon §,me me fait fort esperer qu'il fut accepts, et que 

^ Mons. RouYigny (eldest brother of De Rouvigny, Earl of GaJway, 
extinct in 1723), a gallant officer, slain fighting under King William at 
the battle of the Boyne, July 1, 1690. 



Digitized by 



Google 



268 ^^^^ BU8SELL TO DB. FITZWILLIAM. [1690. 

son Ame se repose en le bras de cet Sanvear en qni il se repo- 
•oit avec tant de foj. Dieu veut, Madame, que vous et ^oj 
faisons nos devoirs en telle sorte que les accidents qui nous 
pearent arriver ne nous detournent pas des sentiers de Dieu ; 
mais au contraire nous ayant k passer doucenient les pen de 
jours qui nous restent devant que nous entrons dans ces delices 
eternelles qu'il nous prepare. Jusqu'ii ce heureux moment^ 

Je suis, &c. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

There is so much in those little sheets you sent me to thank 
you for, that finding myself very ill-fitted to do it, I was tempted 
to let it quite alone till I made shift to consider that, for the 
most part, our temptations incline us to the worst things, and 
to the most forbidden tempers. This makes me rise ft'om that 
Ustlessness I continually drop into till I have at least told you 
how sensible I am of your kindness on all occasions ; and I am 
sensible, too, how strong and pious all your offers of comfort 
to a disquieted mind are, and I hope that by often perusing 
them they will so afifect me, that the effect shall correspond to 
your Christian wishes and prayers for me, and I s^^all obtain a 
better freedom of mind than I am mistress of at present, since 
you conjecture very truly, every new stroke to a weary, bat- 
tered carcass makes me struggle the harder; and though I lost 
with my best friend all the delights of living, yet I find I did 
not a quick sense of new grief, for want of due considering, 
that whatever below God is the object of our love, will, at some 
time or other, be the matter of our sorrow. These two, my 
nster^ and a dear sister's son," began their course alter me, and 
have ended it sooner. I would have had it otherwise, but I 
was vain and foolish in it. God knows where it is best to place 
his creatures. Your prayers are indeed of more use than your 

' Elizabcti), Coontess of Montagu. 

» Wriothesley Baptist, Earl of Gainsborough, died September, 1690. 
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fears, for my health is good, but I love greatly the prayers of 
^ my friends that I may be resigned in the case of my children, 
for this trial has so experienced to me my sad weakness that I 
doubt myself, and humbly beg in mercy, but not in judgment, 
that I may be spared that trial.* 



LADY RUSSELL TO THE BISHOP OF SALISBURY. 

I HAVE, my Lord, so upright an heart to my friends, that 
though your great weight of businessTiad forced you to a silence 
of this kind, yet I should have had no doubt, but that one I 
so distinguished in that little number Qod has yet left me, 
does join with me to lament my late losses." The one was a 
just, sincere man, and the only son of a sister and a friend I 
loved with too much passion ; the other my last sister, and I 
ever loved her tenderiy. 

It pleases me to think that she deserves to be remembered 
by all those that knew her. But, after above forty years' 
acquaintance with so amiable a creature, one must needs, in 
reflecting, bring to remembrance so many engaging endea^r- 
ments as are yet at present embittering and painftil ; and 
indeed we may be sure, that when anything below God is the 
object of our love, at one time or another it will be a matter of 
our sorrow. But a little time will put me again into my set* 
tied state of mourning ; for a mourner I must be all my days 
upon earth, and there is no need I should be other. My glass 
runs low ; the world does not want me, nor I want that ; i^ 
business is at home, and within a narrow compass. I must not 
deny, as there was something so glorious in the object of my 
biggest sorrow, I believe that in some measure kept me from 
being then overwhelmed. So now it affords me, together with 
the remembrance how many easy years we lived together, 

* Conclusion wanting. 

' The deaths of the Earl of Gainsborough and Lady Montagu, men- 
tioned in the previous letter. 

23* 
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thoughts that are joj enough for one, who looks no higher 
than a quiet submission to her lot, and such pleasures in edu- 
cating the young folks as surmounts the cares tiiat it will 
afford. If I shall be spared the trial, where I have mo0t 
thought of being prepared to bear the pain, I hope I shall be 
thankful, and I think I ask it faithfully, that it may be in 
mercy, not in judgment. Let me rather be tortured here, than 
they or I be rejected in that other blessed peaceftd home to all 
ages, to which my soul aspires. There is something in the 
younger going before me, that I haye observed all my Itfe to 
gire a sense I cannot describe ; it is harder to be borne than a 
bigger loss, where there has been spun out a longer thread of 
life. Yet I see no cause for it, for every day we see the young 
fall with the old ; but methinks it is a violence upon nature. 

A troubled mind has a multitude of these tliooghts. Tet I 
hope I master all murmurings ; if I have had any, I am sorry, 
and will have no more, assisted by Qod's grace; and rest 
Satisfied that, whatever I think, I shall one day be entirely 
satisfied what God has done and shall do, wiU be best, and 
justify both his justice and mercy. I meant this as a very 
short epistile ; but you have been some years acquainted with 
my infirmity, and have endured it, though you never had waste 
time, I believe, in your life ; and better times do not, I hope, 
make your patience less. However, it will become me to put 
an end to this, which I will do, signing myself cordially 

Your, &;c. 
Oct. 16, 1690. 



LADY RUSSELL TO LORD CAVENDISH. 

Though I know my letters do Lord Cavendish no service, 
yet as a respect I love to pay him, and to thank him also for 
his last from Limbeck, I had not been so long silent, if the 
death of two persons, botii very near and dear to me, had not 
made me so uncomfortable to myself, that I knew I was utterly 
unfit to converse where I would never be ill company. The 
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separation of friends is grieyons. Mj sister Montagu was one 
I loved tenderly ; my Lord Gainsborongh was ihe only son of 
a sister I loved with too much passion. They both deserved 
to be remembered kindly by all that knew them. They hoih 
began Iheir race long after me, and I hope shall have ended it 
so too ; but the great aad wise Disposer of all things, and who 
knows where it is best to place his creatures, either in this or in 
the other world, has ordered it otherwise. The beat improve- 
ment we can make in these oases, and yon, my dear Lord, 
rather than I, whose glass runs low, whilst yon are yonng, and 
I hope have many happy years to come, is, I say, that we 
should all reflect there is no passing through this to a better 
world, without some crosses ; and the scene sometimes shifts 
so fast, our course of life may be ended, before we think we 
have gone half way ; and that a happy eternity depends on oar 
spending well or ill that time allotted us here for probation. 

Live virtuously, my Lord, and yon cannot die too soon, nor 
live too long. I hope the last shall be your lot, with many 
blessings attending it. 

Your, Ac. 

Oct. 29, 1690. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

Thouoh your letter to me, which I now answer, was written 
from Windsor, 25th January, yet was not read by me till very 
lately ; for it happening to come in a time I was under some 
more than ordinary discomposure of mind, it was not gif en 
into my hand, at least I knew it not, but laid it (or, as I 
believe, my servants laid it for me) in a place I used to put 
things out of my pocket into, and happened not to regard it in 
several days, or I would have said something npon it a little 
sooner, being through God's goodness in a great measure 
relieved from my fear for my poor boy, who, on Tuesday was 
se'ennight, had so violent a cough, that in a day after, it gave 
suspicions of some other ill attending it. Measles I thought 
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most likely ; and spots did appear on Thorsdaj, and so high, 
with such an aspect, that the doctor thought it the smallpox. 
On Friday he was so sick and so ill, I sent for more doctors, 
and three of them feared it the smallpoi, and if so, of the 
worst that coald be, bat they said till Sunday they could not 
be positive. It pleased God they saw enough on Saturday 
night to ease my heart so much as to assure me it was the 
measles. He has gone on yery well since, and is now past the 
measles themselves, and I hope will in a little time be so of 
the ill consequences which often follow that disease ; his cough 
is still remaining, and will now, I believe, till he purges or 
bleeds. I trust that as I have had grace to ask it, so his life 
is granted me in mercy and not in judgment. 

As to your affairs, they stand as they did, for many reasons ; 
I went that very Tuesday my child fell ill, to have seen the 
Queen, in order a day or two after to have seen the Princess ; 
but it so fell out I saw neither, and must not for awhile ; neither 
have I seen the Dean^ since you went the last time : he had a 
severe cold upon him, and said he would go into the country 
for air. Tour information concerning the Dean, I believe in 
part to be true, but not in the whole ; as thus : I believe the 
Dean thinks it is fit Mr. Hartlib should be considered ; but 
never pitched on this, or that, only that he should have some- 
thing, but did not recommend him to this ; and I conclude so 
far, from this reason, that when Dr. Sharp spoke to the Lord 
Nottingham, to desire so much as to know whether he had 
spoke to the King in such an one's behalf or not, that he might 
recommend such an one (Jekyl by name), or whether he would 
think fit to do it at all ? — ^his answer was, it was out of his 
hand : it lay between the King and the Dean, for Hartlib had 
been recommended, and the Dean of St. Paul's hftd put in a 
caveat. 

Now if the Dean had recommended the man, he might then 
at the same time have obtained the condition, and not put in 
a caveat. So I do not go upon what the Dean says, but what 

» Of St Paul's, Dr. Tillotson. 
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I gather otherwhere ; though I faithfully believe anything ho 
says to be true. As to Mr. Jekyl, he speaks as well of him as 
you can do yourself; but whether he will labor to put by Mr. 
Hartlib, that he may be recommended, I cannot tell ; when I 
see him I will do all I can to serve you, if it goes his way. I 
dare be confident he will take a due care yon shall not be put 
upon anything that will be a contradiction to your circum* 
stances. 

As to the Prebendary, I know not what to say to it. It yott 
ore not obliged to swear, why should you not modestly repre^ 
gent the matter where it will be understood ? though I would 
advise you to be cautious, and make sure of something first, if 
that can be. 

I am sorry you Jar so with a prelate that I am sure w&b ten- 
der towards you, in ihe beginning of this Government, and you 
believed it, and there was good reason to do so ; but it seems 
he did somelhing i^rwards contrary to the first beginnings, 
which I am also sorr^rfor, and wish you would soften (for your 
own sake) as much as you can. Tou must needs think, doc- 
tor, that Hie provocation the Bishop oi Ely* has given, does 
you no service, every one knowing your intimacy there ; yet as 
there is no reason you should, so I assure myself you will not 
suffer from it. But, on the other hand, you should be a little 
more wary: one should be wise, though harmless as doves* 
You may remember Lord Carmarthen said you was too late ; 
which looks as if he knew the business : and yet the Dean and 
he are not great, that is, I mean the Dean is not his creaturei 
though he may, and has, I believe, a respect for him ; but his 
afiiairs lie in another way than to call him to be often where he 
is. If you saw how many walks I fetch to my boy in a day, 
you would think I have done a great work to scribble aU this, 
from 

Your friend and servant. 

Feb. 5, 1690-1. 

1 Francis Turner, deprived for not taking the oaths. Burnet mentions 
him as being concerned in the plan to bring back King James during 
King William's absence at the Hague.— Hist, vol iv. p. 119. Ox. 1823. 
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ARCHBISHOP TILLOTSON TO LADY RUSSELL. 

June 28, 1691.1 

Honored Madam — 

I received your Ladyship's letter, together with that to Mr. 
Fox, which I shall return to him on Wednesday morning, when 
I haye desired Mr. Kemp to send him to me. 

I entreat you to give my very humble service to my Lord of 
Bedford, and to let his Lordship know how far I have been 
concerned in this affair. I had notice first from Mr. Attorney- 
General' and Mr. SoUcitor," and then from my Lord , 
that several persons, upon the account of pubUshing and dis- 
persing several libels against me, were secured in order to pro- 
secution. Upon which I went to wait upon them severally, and 
earnestly desired of them that nobody might be punished upon 
my account. That this was not the first time I had experience 
of this kind of malice, which, how unpleasant soever to me, I 
thought it the wisest way to neglect, and the best to forgive it.* 
None of them said anything to me of my Lord Russell, nor did 
it ever come into my thought to hinder any prosecution upon 
his account, whose reputation, I can truly say, is much dearer 
to me than mine own ; and I was much more troubled at the 
barbarous usage done to his memory, and especially since they 
have aggravated it by dispersing more copies ; and, as I find 
by the letter to Mr. Fox, are supported in their insolence by a 
strong combination, I cannot but think it very fit for my Lord 
Bedford to bring them to condign punishment. 

Twice last week I had my pen in my hand to have provoked 
you to a letter ; and that I might once in my life have been be- 
forehand with you in this way of kindness. I was both times 
hindered by the breaking in of company upon me. The errand 

* From Ills draught in short-hand. 

' Sir George Treby, afterwards Chief Justice of the Common Pleas. 
' John Somers, afterwards Lord Somers. 

* Upon a bundle of libels found among his papers after his death, he 
put no other inscription than this : "These are libels ; I pray God forgiTe 
the authors; I do." — Sherlock. 
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of it would have been to have told yon that, whether it be from 
stupidity, or from a present astonishment at the danger of my 
condition, or from some other cause, I find that I bear the bur- 
den I dreaded so much a good deal better than I could have 
hoped. David's acknowledgment to God runs in my mind: 
** Who am I, Lord God, and what is my house, that thou 
hast brought me hitherto ? and hast regarded me according to 
the estate of a man of high degree, Lord God."* I hope 
that the same providence of God, which hath once overruled 
me in this thing, will some way or other turn it to good. 

The Queen's extraordinary favor to me, to a degree much 
beyond my expectation, is no small support to me; and I flatter 
myself with hopes that my friends will continue their kindness 
to me ; especially that the best friend I ever had will not be the 
less so to me now that I need friends most. 

I pray to God continually to preserve you and yours, and 
particularly at this time, to give my Lady Cavendish a happy 
meeting with her Lord, and to grant them both a long and 
happy life together. 

I am, Madam, 
Your most faithful and humble servant, 

Jo. Cant. 



LADY RUSSELL TO HER CHILDREN." 

My deare Child — 

I write ys upon the 21"* of July 91 — a day of sad remem- 
berances to me it being that whereon your excelent father was 

» 1 Chron. xvii. 16, 17. 

* This most interesting letter was found in the year 1860, on the ex- 
amination of some papers of the Marquis of Rockingham, at Rockingham 
Castle, by the late Hon. Richard Watson. That gentleman presented it 
to the Duke of Bedford, with a hope that it might appear in a new edition 
of Lady Russell's letters. Any comment on the letter would be superflu- 
ous. It has been judged best that it should be an exact facsimile of the 
original ; and it is, therefore, not altered as the other letters have been, 
m conformitj to the custom of the present day. 
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taken from as with much severity to ny lasting sorrow, k ft 
losse. 

I have not yet omited on ys day (bat when prevented by sick- 
ness) to hnmble & afflict my selfe ander the mighty hand of 
God, pooring oat my soul before Him in prayer A ftisting. 

As, first to testifie my hnmilia^n for al my sins, for my hav- 
ing ofended Ood in so many A so fireqaent breaches of my bap- 
tismal vow, my Sacrament vows, and al those vows, I have at 
any other time made of a better k more strict obedience to al 
his holy comuidments. 

I recolect as wel as I can what they have bin — and make my 
resolations to do batter for the time to come — and, as a help 
to my memory, I did now look over som notes I had by me of 
«om former examination ; at other times I have done it by con- 
sidering all the pasages of my life which I have by me, noted 
in a paper after the same manner I set yours downe, k gave it 
you when you first received the Sacrament. 

And as I ame hnmbled for my owne sins, so I am likewise 
for the sins of the family, which may have caused so heavy a 
judgment on it, as the taking your father from us (by so un- 
comon a way) seemes to us to be. 

I pray that my zeal & devotion in religious dutys may be 
quickned yt I may have true sence of my duty to God & man, 
with an encrease of grace to my live's end. 

This is the spiritual good I aske. 
and the same petition I make for you all, with as much fervour 
as I ame capable of 

the temporal good I aske & pray for is 
to blesse the family he has so gratly chastised (he has said he 
wod punish to the third k fourth generation but have mercy 
upon thousands) I pray that it may henceforth, be prosperous 
& exemplary in Vertue, that ther sins may not keep back mer- 
cies from the family, but ther piety obtaine blessings on it — 
that you, my children may have healthful bodys k good under- 
stuidings, and be happy under your several circumstances, also 
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to lengtheD jour days upon earth as a blesdng A BOt in jadg- 
ment. 

I also pray that I may do my duty in that state of life he haa 
put me in & most especialy towards yon my children, A; to be 
80 blest in my endevers that you may all be fruitful in good 
works to your lives end, and also enjoy a competency of this 
worlds goods — also that I may be fitted for all his determina- 
tions, and to som degree cheerfuly resigned — I pray for all 
mankind, & in perticuler as the present circumstances require 

I do also as neer as I can recolect al Qods signal mercies to 
me & mine ; & bless & praise him for them 

Doctor Patrick's book of prayers (caled ye devout Ohristian) 
furnished me now — ^his large form of devotion page 477^ hag 
both thanksgiving and confession in it. 

After my time spent thus ; and reading two sermons that the 
then Doctor Burnet' preached before yr father the day before 
he died, and also those sheets of paper that he writ for me, 
what had hapened in discourse between them, you will sure 
my child beleve that all I say proceeds from a heart & mind 
put into as good a frame & temper as I can bring them to A 
consequently as free from al undue pasions & partialitye ; fnl 
of good will to all mankind & especialy to all good soules, hav- 
ing truly endevered to set al right, betweene God & my own 
goule — and beleve me the doing so faithfuly afords a tranquility 
& a quiet within that is not to be expresed. And yet I must 
own yt the reading Doctor Burnet's papers as they must bring 

1 The HeartB' Ease ; or a Remedy against all Troubles,*' with a oonso- 
latory Discourse to prevent immoderate Grief for the loss of Friends. 
Lond. 1671. 8vo. 

' Two sermons before the Lord William Russell, in Newgate, July 20, 
1688, the day befbre he suffered. Rev. xiy. 18: ** And I heard a voice 
from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the 
Lord from henceforth : yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their 
labours: and their works do follow them.'* — Psalm xxiii. 4 : << Yea, though 
I walk through the yalley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for 
thou art with me ; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.'* 
24 
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fresh before my eyes such sad scenes as to my own perticolwr 
condition npon earth, so I can't say I ame withoat sorowfnl 
thoughts, bat not mnrmaring ones I hope, I pray that they may 
not be such and indeed it is a mighty help to me, that they 
should not be so, the reasonable ground I have to hope your 
dear father is happy in a better state, that posibly his violent 
death, might be his punishment for the errours of his life, & 
he is now comforted & joyful to all Eternity, past al the toyles 
and temptations, and snares and labours of this short life; 
which is our day of exercise probation and tryal, for that to 
come. . O Blessed state where I have ful but humble hope to 
meet againe never to part any more, tho the weakest and un- 
worthyst of God's servants, but we serve a god is pityful and 
gracious, he knows our frames, & has ye compations of a father ; 
and wil alow for such failings as are incident to humane frailty, 
when he sees our hearts sencere ; if our conscience do not con- 
demne us, & accept us & give us safe & free accesse into his 
presence ; tho our conquest of sin be not compleat, yet our 
resolutions & endevors must be to mortifie it in every kind ; som 
wil carefuly refrain in som sins, but be indulgent, to others, be 
strict, in som dutys, but loose and slack in others ; as if they 
hop't to expiate the one by the other, but this wil make us lia- 
ble to inward rebuke, & to open confusion at the last : St. Paul 
says twas his daily practice to have a conscience void of offence 
towards God & towards man, and the psalmist says, if I regard 
iniquity in my heart the lord wil not hear my praier. 

And now my child beleve your mother, ther is, nothing now 
in this world can touch me very sorely but my childrens con- 
semes (bating religion) and altho I love your bodys but too 
wel, yet if my heart deceve me not tis as nothing in comparison 
of your more pretious souls. When I have the least jealousy 
that any of you, have ill inclinations, or not so good as I wod, 
gladly have them, or feare that you tread tho' never so little 
out of the right path O, how it pierces my soul in fear & an- 
guish for yours — ^if you love or beare any respect for the memory 
of your father do not endanger a separation from him & me in 
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the next life, but infinitely above al other argument, is this ; 
that we should not be ungrateful, to that god, that made us, & 
preserves us ; made us be bom Into this world, that we might 
be capable of a life to all Eternity, wher innocense & happynes 
last for ever; to this place of joy and blisse, this is our passage 
and is to som a more rugged than tis to others, for wise ends, 
by providence hid from us now, but when we shal have put of 
these tabernacles of clay, our clarified spirits shal then under- 
stand, and admire, adore, & love, the wisdome & power & love 
of God to his creatures, how lovely wil the beauty of providence 
be to us then, tho now that we see but the dark side of the 
cloud, tis often very black & gloomy to us. 
remember my child & often turn in your mind al god^s benefits 
as far as you are able to recount them, remember his sending 
his son to die for our sakes ; his leaving us an example howe 
we should lead our lives — ^what is leading a holy life, you find 
in the Bible, be constant in the reading of it, & use yrselfe to 
make som use of what you read before you lay away the book, 
consider what vertue is recomended or what vice is forbid, or 
what doctrine is taught in that chapter you have there read, & 
think on it often the rest of the day, and doing thus you wil 
in a little while make it habitual to you, and when you are once 
wel read in the holy scripture & have wel learned your duty, 
twil then be alwayes about you. get by heart the sernaon on 
the Mount : 5. 6. T chap, of St. Mathew. the IT of St John 
is also a fine chap : to get by heart, so is 8 to rom: the 19 4; 
37. psal : & the T penitential ones. 

When you goe to bed before you kneel to pray — ^think a 
while what has passed that day, and confesse, and blese god 
accordingly — againe in the morning think what is to be done, 
that day, that you can foresee, and arme yourselfe accordingly 
— wid doing that, if you should be cut of by sudden death, you 
have as (it) were but one day to answer for 

I wil tel you what I do in these perticulers. 
My method is this 
night & morning before I kneel to pray. I consider what has 
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pasBed that day ; what I have done, & what left andone ; or if 
any pevtioaler proTidence has befallen me — and then as I hinted 
before I confesse & bless God accordingly in my praiers. 

I carry abont me a little piece of paper, and writ in it seither 
at night or in ye morning (if not prevented) to tiiis ^ect — 
Saterday. I took some care to day or i was faaty so & so to 
day — ^t^is makes one have a better watch A guard oyer ons 
selfe all that day. 

And then upon Friday morning, when I have prayd my 
mMal daily prayers (which have bin most constantly for many 
years those in taler's holy liying^) before I pray that of inter- 
cession pa: 35. I stop==and look upon my dayly notes for that 
weeke, I recolect my fantes ; consider what care i hare taken 
to corect or forsi^e them — ^bnt alas when we do best we shal 
find enof to be hnmbled for — therefore I chose som prayer of 
Gonfesion most times that in talor's holy living page 302. 
when I have done it, I make my resolutions to do better for 
ye time to come, and especialy to watch myselfe where i am^ 
most apt to fal, naming in what I ame so — ^then I pray som 
prayer ifor grace to keep these promises of better obedience — 
as in pa: 31 — for grace to spend our time wel, or page 271. 
for the grace of faith, hope & charity, then I pray ihe dayly 
prayer of int^cession that i left of at in pa: 35 — after this I 
praise God for al his blessings to me & all mankind — on these 
days I do most times the thanksgiving in the comon prayer 
book, & after these words (loving kindness to us & to al men) 
I stop & say ; perticularly for al the blessings vouchsafed to - 
me, both spiritual & temporal — as that I was bom of Christian 
parents, not suffered to be strangled in the womb, that I was 
baptized, and sence, educated in Christian Religion, I blesse 
ibee for al checks of Conscience I have had especially those I 
have profited by — ^then I proceed to name temporal mercies 
and deliverances especially of ye weeke, if nothing yt is remark- 

» Jeremy Taylor's "Holy Living." The editions of this celebrated 
work are so ntuatrous as to render it difficult to point oat the references. 
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able has hapened, howoTer, i bless him for presenring me A 
mine that week to that time of it. and then I goe on, I bless 
thee for our creation preservation &c — close with ye Lords 
praier. 

Now when I have done. I take mj paper & consider, what 
I have been most fanty in this week — as wandering in praier 
— or neglegent in reading — or passionat — or envions, or what 
else. I set it downe (in as few words as I can) at the foot of 
my daily notes for that weeke ; and so that is an abridgment 
for the whole weeke. Saterday morning begins the next weeke 

And upon the first Friday in every month, or the last, just 
before I use my confession — I look upon my notes & consider 
liie actions of the whole month, if nothing but comon has 
happened the less examination will sufi&ce ; only I take care so 
to recolect as may represent anything that is remarkable or 
great, either to be matter of sorrow, or thenksgiving (for other 
things a general care is proportionable) and make my resolu- 
tions accordingly — & when i have done my devotions, I set 
downe in a book (i have to that purpose) at the weekes of that 
month, as i have made an abridgment of them. & then I tear 
my piece of paper & take a new one for the next month. 

This gets on a habit of a constant watchfulness ; and at sacra- 
ment times or at any other time that i wod examine myselfe, I 
find it a great helpe to read this. It saves much time in look- 
ing back, and ons thoughts are lesse distracted, and makes our 
lives more easie to us when we see how we live from one sacra- 
ment to another. 

And this makes Religion easie, & the mind quiet & fill of 
tranquility, and tho it may seeme a hard task at first, yet a 
little use makes it none, tho if it be ; for flesh & blood is apt 
to draw back at the times of devotion, & especialy at such like 
exercise, yet if it help us to live more innocently, & to state 
things more reverently and usefully, betweene God & our souls, 
no pains is to much but on the contrary, doing thus wil upon 
tryal (I speak it by experience) be found lesse paines to such 
as meane to be serious in religion ; & do desire to do thee duty 

24* 
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wel k with chetffiilBesB ; and is Imgelj more 'satiBfying to the 
tti&d, then a more carlesse loose waj of liTing is, and no settled 
Biethod. 

pray do not (without good cause) neglect to pray before you 
goe out of yr chamber and read a chapter, and let it be your 
eostome also, to read in eom good book more or less as 
your time is (but without scruple) but asure yrselfe tis good to 
accustome yourselfe to read, tho it be but a leafe or two, and 
likewise to retire in the afternoons, talor has devotions to 
this purpose : pa : 39. 

Get also ejaculaHons by heart for diT^rs times in the day, 
see patrick pa : 214. 

On Sunday see patrick. 198 before church, or talor SOS. 
In the altemoone (if I cmi) I foile not to retire — and use most 
tknee, the beginning in tal<^ pa : 806 or (as when my time is 
short, patrick pa : 85 — ^then I pray god to accept my praises, 
uid forgive my nns of my whole life — the breaches of my 
baptismal vow, my sacramental tows, and al those resolutions 
i have made at any other time of my life of a better obedience 
^^hen i pray such prayers as I chuse out of talor or patrick, 
or any other book i like or have by me, and in my own words 
pray for any perticuler grace or thing I want, & may lawfully 
or wisely desire for myselfe or Mnd. 

this is the method i have observed for many yeares tho 
weakly & with great imperfections performed, at al times. 
Tou have a little book writ by talor caled the golden grove ;^ 
out of that & his book of holy living I took derections many 
years agoe. som interruptions in this course I have bin 
tempted to, but god in infinit grace to me, by som sicknes or 
other crosse, brought me back to my duty againe. when your 
too wel loved father died, I was then indeed very strongly 
tempted to be lesse in reading or prayer, that having befallen 

1 The *< Golden Oroye" was written by Taylor during his rendenee at 
thie seat so called of Lord Vanghan, Earl of Carbery, in Wales; the father 
of tho first husband of Ladj Russell. 
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me, i had soe earnestly prayed might not, but in som time, by 
god's grace (which he gives to them that aske it in faithfulness) 
I orercame that wile of the devil, and considered, why should 
god alter the course of his providence to make me longer hapie 
in this world, it may be his dying workt towards great ends of 
providence; it might be t^at his untimely death, might be 
punishment for his sins ; or those of his family, and after death 
he is Blessed for ever more. Ood has said he wil punish to 
the third & fourth generation but have m^cy upon thousands; 
but we must obtaine this mercy, & avert his judgments by our 
earful walking in his ^ayes. My bisness is to profit by this 
sore affliction, to seek fer patience rather then comfort, & to 
leame to weane my selfe from loving so pasionately any bless- 
ing in this world, which as I have observed before our living 
in it is our day of exersion probation & tryal for the imploy* 
ment of Heaven. And I can safely say I have dismised al the 
esteemed delights of it, sence that stroke, nay, I may add al 
the innocent i^asures of life I lost with him ; but I take thai 
to be a faute ; & perhaps is a punishment to me for loving a 
creature too much, tis a sort of idolatry ; but stil I feele my 
soul to sorely touched when any of you my diildren are 0, I 
pray & strive al I can against it. 

And now my dear child I have but little more to add except 
to put you in mind to remember this life at longest is but 
short, & how short none can tel, but if you live crosses wil 
come, and pleasures wear away — strive to get gospel evedenoe 
of ye being a child of god, & having a title to the promises of 
eternal life, I cal gospel evedence the being able to take my 
hopes of being saved, by my sencere endeavours I use to live 
up to the rule of the Bible, therefore read it carefully al your 
Kfe, lefim som of it by heart, som I have named. 

Tis this beleve me my deare child, tis the witnesse of asi 
honest & good life in the day of trouble & distresse, no refresh- 
ment then but in a wel founded hope to enjoy a happy eternity, 
and to what a degree that calmes and sweetens the most bitter 
sorrows is inconcevable by such as have not felt it, as i blesse 
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god i haye ever sence I could get over the astonishment so 
grea|; & so sadden a blow ; when I ame cast downe with som 
sad reflections what I have lost, I do as soon as I can som mj 
thoughts to consider that in a short time I shal leave this worid 
& go to a place, when I shal see him who died for me ; I 
shal then know much of the reason of al these providences we 
do now so little understand, and think so severe. I shal meet 
al my pious frinds againe, and what a joy wil it be to feele con- 
tinual springs of pleasure, a perpetual & entire quiet in our 
own minds, no sicknes, no bad appetite, no passion Bhal 
remaine in us, but a constant joy in being extremely good ; 
and that the sence that this wil be perpetual must add a fresh- 
ness to that fulnes of joy which could not be entire if we did 
not foresee, wod be endlesse. O Blessed longed for day ; yet 
I am wiling to continue for your good (i think so) but if that 
care were over, tis very likely flesh and blood wod find som 
other reason to be wiling to continue, nature shrinks at the 
separation of soul and body, & ther is a love of living im- 
planted in our natures, and how wel is it that it is so to helpe 
us to endure the crosses and the toyles and labours of life, yet 
I can think of this day of death with sweet refreshment & tig 
pleasantness to my thoughts. O my beloved children take care 
we meet againe do but experience the pleasure of a wel spent 
life, & the pure delights of meditating on the future state of 
Eternity, that you may do so, & love it, to my last breath you 
wil have the praiers of a truly loving mother: consider my 
deare that al the inosent delights of life you may take and no 
axietie of mind with it ; but if they shut out religious thou^ts 
and performances, & devour & take up al our time ; then in- 
deed we sin ; and conscience wil sting at som time or other, 
and be a sore remembrancer ; and check us in our gaietie. but 
be devout & reguler in your dutys to God — ^heaven wil be 
secure, and pleasures innosent. 
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LADY RUSSELL TO ARCHBISHOP TILLOTSON. 

In wants and distresses of all kinds one naturally files to a 
Bore friend, if one is blessed with any such. This is the reason 
of the present address to yon, which is burdened with this re- 
quest, if you think it fit, to give the inclosed to t^e Queen. 
My letter is a petition to her Majesty, to bestow upon a gen- 
tleman a place that is now fallen by the death of Mr. Herbert ; 
it is Auditor of Wales, yalue about 400/. a year. He is, if I 
do not extremely mistake, fit for it, and worthy of it ; he is 
Knight of the Shire for Carmarthenshire : it would please me 
on seyeral accounts, if I obtain it. Now ererything is so soon 
chopped upon and gone, that a slow way would defeat me, if 
nothing else does ; and that I fear from Lord Deyonshire if he 
was in town : besides, I should not so distinctly know the Queen's 
answer, and my success, as I shall I know do by your means, 
if you have no scruple to deliver my letter ; if you have, pray 
use me as I do you, and in the integrity of your heart tell me 
so. I could send it to Lady Darby ; it is only the certainty of 
some answer makes me pitch as I do. Nay, perhaps it were 
more proper to send it to the Queen's Secretary ; but I am not 
versed in the court ways, it is so lately since I have loved them. 
Therefore be firee, and do as you think most fit. 

I intend not to detain you long ; but the many public and 
signal mercies we have of late received, are so reviving, notwith- 
standing the black and dismal scenes which ai*e constantly before 
me, and particularly on these sad months, I must feel the compas- 
sions of a wise and goodOod, to these late sinking nations, and 
to the Protestant interest all the world over, and all good people 
also. I raise my spirit all I can, and labor to rejoice in the 
prospect of more happy days, for the time to come, than some 
ages have been blessed with. The goodness of those instru- 
ments God has called forth, to work this great work by, swells 
one's hopes. 

July 24, 1691. 
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LADY RUSSELL TO QUEEN MARY. 

May it please your Majesty — 

I bnmbly beg leave to address myself to your Majesty, and 
to say this trath, that it is a rery sensible trouble to me, when 
I do importune yonr Majesty ; yet I do sometimes submit, be- 
cause I would not be quite useless to such as hope for some 
benefit by my means, and I desire to do what good I can. 

I know your Majesty feels that life is a labor to the highest : 
but. Madam, you are blessed with a portion of goodness big 
enough to be content with it, in order to serve those ends of 
Providence which are certainly wise and good, though dark to 
the inhabitants of the earth. 

I do, in all humility, ask pardon for my request on the behalf 
of Mr. Richard Vaughan, that he may succeed Colonel Her- 
bert (lately killed in Ireland) as Auditor of Wales. He is a 
lawyer, a Welchman, and so well esteemed of in his country, 
that he serves as Knight of the Shire for Carmarthenshire.* I 
believe him every way fit for the office, or I should not do so 
much for him, since I think it a great matter to disquiet your 
Majesty in this kind, and could with more joy pay a consider- 
able duty to your Majesty, than receive a profit for myself or 
friend ; but my meanness and my misfortunes are a bar to all 
such hopes. 

I pray God still to direct and prosper your Majesty, pr^erve 
the person of the King, and bless with success all his designs, 
and so complete his blessing and compassions to all good peo- 
ple all the world over. The late public mercies fills with 
iiopes 

Your Majesty's 

Most humble, most dutiful. 

And most faithful subject. 

July 26, 1691. 

^ Related to Ludy RusselPs first husband. He was not knight of the 
shire, but represented the town of Carmarthen. 
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QUEEN MARY TO LADY RUSSELL. 

I AM sorry my Lady Russell knows me so little, or judges so 
wrong of the kindness I have for her, to think she needs make 
ao excuse for writing to me. I shall never think it a trouble 
to hear from you, and I should be very glad to do what you 
desire ; but as I was wholly unacquainted with the place, and 
believe there is no great haste in the filling it, so I left all who 
spoke to me at liberty to write for themselves ; so that it is 
likely the King may have disposed of it before I could let him 
know your desire. If it comes time enough, I am persuaded 
he will be as willing to please you in it as I am myself. 

You are very much in the right to believe I have cause 
enough to think this life not so fine a thing as it may be others 
do ; that I lead at present (besides the pain I am almost con- 
tinually in for the King), it is so contrary to my own inclina- 
tion, that it can be neither easy nor pleasant ; but I see one is 
not ever to live for one's self. I have had many years of ease 
and content, and was not so sensible of my own happiness as I 
ought, till I lost it ; but I must be content with what it pleases 
God ; and this year have reason to praise Him hitherto for the 
successes in Ireland, the news of which came so quick upon 
one another, that made me fear we had some ill to expect from 
other places ; but I trust in God that will not be, though it 
looks as if we must hope for little good either from Flanders 
or sea. The King continues, God be praised, very well ; and 
though I tremble at the thoughts of it, yet I cannot but wish 
a battle well over ; and for that at sea, I wish it as heartily as 
Mr. Eussell himself. 

I have heard nothing all this while of your petition, which I 
am sorry for, wishing for any occasion to show how really I 
am, and always shall be. 

Your very affectionate friend, 

Marie R. 
V^hitehall, July 80, 1691. 
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LADY RUSSELL TO LADY (SUPPOSED) ALINOTON.' 

Mt dear sister, I hare not jet had resolution to speak to 
you this way, nor know I now what to say. Your misfortune 
is too big to hope that anything I offer can allay the present 
rage of your sorrow. I pray for you, and I pity you, which is 
all I can do ; and that I do most feelingly, not knowing how 
soon your case may be mine ; and I want from you, what I 
would most willingly furnish you with — some consolation and 
truce from your extreme lamentation. 

I hope that by this time your reason begins to get a power 
over your wasted spirits, and that you will let nature rdicTe 
herself. She will do it, if you do not obstruct her. There is 
a time and period for all things here. Nature will first pre- 
vail, but as soon as we can, we must think what is our duty, 
and pursue it as well as we are able. I beseech Qod to teach 
you to submit to this unlooked for, and in appearance sadly 
severe, Providence, and endue you with a quiet spirit, to wait 
for the day of consolation, when joy will be our portion to all 
eternity : in that day we shall meet again all our pious fiiends ; 
all that have died in their innocence, and with them live a life 
of innocence and purity and gladness forever. Fit your thoughts 
with these undoubted truths, my dear sister, as much maid as 
often as is possible. I know no other cure for such diseases; 
nor sli^l we miss one, if we endeavor, with God's grace assist- 
ing, which He certainly gives to such as ask. Qod give yon 
refreshments. I am, 

Your, Ac. 
Oct. 10, 1691. 

* It is very doubtful whether this letter was written to Lady Alington. 
In the MSS.atWobum there are several from this lady to Mr. Thornton': 
no mention is made of her daughter's death ; nor does the peerage men- 
tion the ocourrence. 
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LADY RUSSELL TO MR. OWEN. 

Sir- 
How welcome the question I have to ask you wOl be, I 
know not, but I am much mistaken if the answer be not to my 
satisfaction. 

I have had advice, and that but very lately, that my Lord 
Cavendish's friends intends to set him up for Westminster. 
He is come over, and now with me. I know you were invited 
by your friends to stand, and therefore suppose you have had 
an intent to do so. How far you are engaged, I know not, 
nor how strong you find your interest. I do very well remem- 
ber you asked me to speak to my Lord Bedford for his; I did 
it; and his answer was, he wished you a Parliament-man with 
all his heart, because he thought you would vote well for your 
country ; but having appeared for Phil. Howard, he did not 
care to be forward in opposing him if he stood. Now I have 
heard nothing of your concerns since this, and my Lord Bed- 
ford was so favorable in the matter, that he meant to move no 
way in it, till now he understands that Lord Cavendish looks 
after it. You may.believe he cordially assists him : Lord Clare 
does so too, who else assisted Mr. Bridgman, but he now wants 
none, having submitted to a signification given him not to pre- 
tend to stand if Lord Cavendish did, it being of great concern- 
ment that he should not be baffled. Sir Stephen Fox thinks 
no more of it neither, for as soon as Lord Cavendish was 
named, he gave it up.* Now, Mr. Owen, if you can think fit 
to give an example, and declare you wish Lord Cavendish well 
in this thing, and as much as you can, give your interest to 
him. I find it is believed all others who have pretensions will 
do so too, except Bonithon, who I hear intends to stand it out 
to the last, upon a pure Tory interest ; therefore I would fain 

' In the Parliament 1689-90, Sir Stephen Fox was member tot West- 
minster, and in 1696; in the latter, Lord Cavendish was member for 
Derby. 

8^ 
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hare it come to a fair trial of skill between the two parties, 
which it cannot so well do, if Lord Cavendish be not singly at 
the head of one of them, and that I reckon he will be if you 
desist. And, indeed, it would be too great a gratification to 
the Tories to recover at Westminster what they have so lately 
lost in the city, I mean their credit in elections. 

Now, Mr. Owen, I should be glad of your opinion honestly 
in this matter ; you must think that I am greatly concerned in 
it, and perhaps depended on in relation to you, who are more 
my acquintance than you are to any of Lord Devonshire's 
family. I would by no means in the world have my Lord 
Cavendish contest in this matter and lose it, now at his first 
entrance into the world ; but the good will of so many persons 
of quality and so approved of by his Majesty is not to be 
neglected neither ; and I believe the good his father did in the 
House of Commons, when he was Lord Cavendish, will be of 
advantage to this. And it will not hurt his interest that he is 
married to my Lord Russell's daughter. 

All these things you can weigh much juster than I can lay 
them before you ; and you know your strength, and what may 
weaken it, if you please to consider it, atid when you have 
done so, if you resolve to oppose us, tell me ingenuously as 
much, and if you please, your reasons against my Lord's 
standing, and for your own, it will oblige. 

Sir, 

Yours, &c. 

Oct 28, 1691. 



LADY RUSSELL TO QUEEN MARY. 

May it please youb Majesty — 

The King's safe return into England is so great a subject 
for rejoicing, with all the other mercies of this year, as it gives 
me courage to take upon me to congratulate to your Majesty 
so blessed and so desired a providence, most especially to your- 
self, and then to all your people, that the intolerable temper of 
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envy and faction does not inflaence : blessed be God that their 
fault becomes their punishment. 

My mind being, as it ought to be, as full of the present 
public joy as I am capable of, I am unwilling to put anything 
in this paper that is of little moment, or looks like a particular 
interest. But, because I am very tender of multiplying these 
kind of troubles to your Majesty, and am also encouraged from 
your being pleased to take notice I had not presented my peti- 
tion, that I had humbly asked leave to do, I have at last put 
it into my Lady Darby's* hands to present to your Majesty if 
you give leave. I could not before now get it done fit (as I 
thought) to show to your Majesty ; and now I have, consider- 
ing the King's coming was so near you would not order any 
dispatch to a business like this, I have addressed my petition 
to his Majesty ; and if I may obtain so much grace as your 
Majesty to recommend it to the King, I cannot doubt my suc- 
cess, though my request was much bigger than it is. 

But if this is too much to ask, I humbly hope my fault may 
not be too great for your Majesty's forgiveness to your Majesty^s 
Most dutiful and most obedient subject. 

Woborne Abbey, Oct. 23, 1691. 



LADY RUSSELL TO LADY DARBY. 

As my Lady Darby is never wanting, so I hope she is never 
weary of doing good and charitable offices. This that I am 
now asking from her is of the last degree to me, it being, that 
my poor child may have the honor and advantage of your pro- 
tection, and kind prudent advice, now at her first entrance into 
the world. She has (I think) wit enough to take well either 
caution or reproof from your Ladyship, and she is unexpe- 
rienced enough to want it, and never been till now from too 
fond a mother, I doubt. My Lord Devonshire has called her 

* Most probably. Lady Elizabeth Butler, daughter to Thomas, Earl of 
Ossorj, and wife of William Richard George, ninth Earl of Darby. 
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ont of my sight a little sooner than I thought we shooM haye 

parted, my Lady Devonshire not being in town ; but my Lord 

gives me so good a reason for it (as the Queen's being best 

pleased it should be so) that if I had authority to do it, I 

would not keep her, since I would have all that's mine to pay, 

as I will ever do, a free obedience to all her Mi^esty's orders. 

I believe she will quite lose her credit for a dancer, for I find 

^e cannot walk one dance ont, it is so long since she learnt, 

Mid she will have so little time to practise, but I encourage 

her to be content to do i}l, rather than do nothing when the 

Queen bids her do something. She will still grow better I 

hope, every way a great while. I beg a thousand pardons of 

my Lady Darby for so long a trouble now, and so lasting an 

one as I have taken the liberty to ask of her ; but a mother's 

concern will, I trust, excuse all the importunities of one that 

is, with true and great respect. 

Your Ladyship's. 
Oct. 28, 1691. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

I AM SO fully persuaded that Dr. Fitzwilliam knows my 
thoughts towards him, that I have never doubted he could 
misinterpret my receiving so well as I did, his kind inquiry 
after us, that morning I left Stratton ; but when I read your 
note, verily meaning to write a few lines to thank you, I gave 
no answer for the man, and so I guess he went without any ; 
for I was, by one business or another, so hurried the rest of 
the time I stayed, that I never remembered what was incum- 
bent on me, and not being put in mind, left it undone, to my 
vexation when I did remember it. 

The solemnity of the time, when I was come here, made me 
delay till the next week writing to you, and then not taking the 
first post of that next, my thoughts grew too intent upon the 
sea affairs, to write letters : but God's holy name be ever praised 
for the happy close of that great business, which is marvellous 
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in onr eyes. May our praises and thanksgivings in some mea- 
sure correspond to the good we have received, and that our 
biggest acknowledgments may not be expressed in ringing of 
bells and making of bonfires ; bnt in recounting his many, and 
wonderfnl, smid glorioas mercies, and in carefully walking more 
obediently to his laws, which is all we can return to our bene- 
factor. 

Notwithstanding our differences in some things, I am sure 
Doctor Eitzwilliam joins his thanksgivings with me in this vic- 
tory* over that proud persecutor of the Protestant religion. 
The express this morning tells us, that the twelve ships Admiral 

' The Battle of La Hogue. The historian of the Hoase of Russell thus 
records his feelings on standing on the same spot where James witnessed 
the conflict: "The writer has stood beside the little Norman church of 
Querqueyille, on the selfsame spot which James selected to view the issue 
of the battle ; and, as he looked over the green waters that dashed around 
the isles of Marcoa, near which the destiny of the three kingdoms was 
determined, felt all the exultation of an Englishman at the death-blow 
which was then dealt to the conjoined energies of bigotry, tyranny, and 
superstition. James himself, though so fatally interested in that day's 
decision, could not suppress his admiration when he saw how boldly the 
English seamen climbed from their little shallops the high sides of the 
French vessels. Voila! met Anglais^ comme Us se battent Hen! But it 
If as with slow steps, and all that melancholy mien for which his family 
was distinguished, that he retired from that rustic churchyard to bury in 
the convent of La Trappe the memory of his banished greatness." The 
pencil of M. Schetzky has illustrated this memorable victory, in the large 
picture now at Woburn Abbey, and the pen of Addison has thus recorded 
the Admiral's valor : — 

" Here Russell's actions should my muse require ; 
And, would my strength but second my desire, 
I'd all his boundless bravery rehearse. 
And draw his cannons thundering in my verse ; 
High on the deck should the great leader stand, 
Wrath in his look, and lightning in his hand ; 
Like Homer's Hector where he flung his fire 
Amidst a thousand ships, and made all Greece retire." 

Addison to the King:, 
25* 
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RsBsell had pnrsned to the French shore were all burnt ; the 
six biggest on Monday night, and the six less on Tuesdaj 
morning, with all their guns and ammnnition ; six w^e three- 
deck ships, and the other six, the least was of sixty gans. The 
ieet is now divided into three parts : the Admiral with one to 
Brest, to try if he can do anything there ; one of the less is to 
go to eastward, to look after six French ships said to be gone 
that way ; and the other to cross between England and Dnn- 
kirk. I believe yonr newspapers at Ghiltem tell you all, bnt 
being there is nothing newer, I wonld do it too ; and as one 
can say nothing bnt what would be dull, after what I have sud, 
I will conclude this from, 

Your friend and servant. 
May 26, 1692. 

If Mrs. Napier is brought to bed, I would be glad to know 
it. And, good Doctor, present my service to Lady Worsley 
and Sir Robert. 



LADY RUSSELL. TO DR. FITZWILLXAM. 

I WILL say but little for myself, why you were so long with- 
out hearing from me, yet I could say much to my justification, 
but am more willing to come to the more touching and serious 
part of your last letter ; not but I should be very sorry, indeed, 
if I suspected you had a thought I were unworthy towards you ; 
I dare say you raise none upon appearances, and other reason 
you shall never have. In short, my daughter Cavendish being 
ill, carried me twice a day to Arlington House, where I stayed 
till twelve and one o'clock at night, and much business, being 
near leaving London, and my eyes serving me no longer by 
candle-light, which perhaps was the biggest let of all, and hin- 
dered my doing what I desired and ought to do. 

But to come to the purpose of yours, which I received the 
13th of this lamentable month, the very day of that hard sen- 
tence pronounced against my dear friend and husband : it was 
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the fast day, and so I bad the opportunity of retiring without 
any taking notice of it, which pleases me best. What shall I 
say, Doctor ? That I do live by your rules ? No, I should 
lie. I bless God it has long been my purpose, with some en- 
*deavor, through mercy, to do it. I hope I may conclude I 
grieve without sinning ; yet I cannot attain to that love of God, 
and submission to all his providences, that I can rejoice in ; 
however, I bless Him for his infinite mercy, in a support that 
is not wrought from the world (though my heart is too much 
bound up in tiie blessings I have yet left); and I hope chiefly 
He has enabled me to rejoice in Him as my everlasting portion, 
and in the assured hope of good things in the other world. 

Good Doctor, we are travelling the same way, and hope, 
through mercy, to meet at the same happy end of all our labors 
here, in an eternal rest ; and it is of great advantage to that 
attainment, communicating pious thoughts to each other ; no- 
thing on this side of heaven goes so near to it : and being where 
God is, it is heaven. If He be in our hearts there will be peace 
and satisfaction, when one recollects the happiness of such a ' 
state (which, if my heart deceives me not, I hope is mine), and 
I will try to experience more and more that blessed promise — 
** Oome unto me all ye that are heavy laden, and I will give 
you ease." This day and this subject inclines me to be very 
long, and might to another be too tedious ; but I know it is not 
so to Dr. Fitzwilliam, who uses to feast in the house of mourn- 
ing. However, my time to open my chamber door is near ; and 
I take some care not to affect in these retirements. In all cir- 
cumstances I remain, 

Sir, 
Your constantly obliged friend and servant. 

jQlj 21, 1692. 
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LADY RUSSELL TO RACHEL LADY CAVENDISH. 

1692. 
I DID not think to have scribbled so soon again to you ; but 
the letters I receive telling me so much of your sister's being 
to marry my Lord Rosse (Hoos), I am not easy you should be 
a stranger to what ground there is for it, which is a very little 
yet Two or three days before I left London, Lady Northamp- 
ton proposed it. I took a little time to consider, and then 
told her I would entertain it, if my Lord would like my terms ; 
and so I left it, making no great account of it ; yet, if I had 
had a good opportunity, I had told you, but did not think it 
worth the while to ask you an audience for it. I did ask Lady 
Devonshire what sort of youth he was. I heard, about a week 
after I was in the country. Lord Rutland wrote word that he 
took my offer for a civil put-off ; but this day I have a renewing ; 
he is very eager, and seems to be very generous. As I know 
more, you shall ; but, if you are asked, say if there be any 
such thing, it is in no forwardness, you believe. I hardly see 
what I write, and my eyes won't endure to do it by a candle. 
I hate repetition also. 

Your affectionate mother. 
Sunday. 
For Lady Cayendish. 



LADY RUSSELL TO THE DUKE OF RUTLAND. 

" Woburn Abbey, Aug. 17, 1692. 

My Lord — 

Although I know it to be a very unnecessary thing to ex- 
press my mind in writing, when Mr. Charlton will be content 
to deliver it to your Lordship in his own words (which I am 
sensible would be to my advantage), yet since the concern is 
so dear to me, and I feel myself so affected with all he tells me 
of your favor to me and my circumstances, I choose this way 
to own I am obliged by your Lordship's declaring that you 
will make me as easy in the payment of my daughter's portion 
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as I can desire, if I agree to give what my Lord Deyonshire 
bad, believing (becanse I say it) that I never offered less, bnt 
from the reason that it was too hard npon me to do so mneh ; 
and, npon my word, my Lord, I had no other, nor can have 
towards your Lordship, who is so well able to make what set- 
tlements yon please ; and also being my intentions have ever been 
(as my affection is) so in all other things to be as eqnal to them 
both as Qod enabled me to be, bnt not to bind myself to be so ; 
bnt I find I must do more in respect to my Lord Bntland, and 
to meet him in his generous way of acting than I meant to do, 
or would do to any other ; and therefore, my Lord, I do not 
hesitate to declare I did make up (what my Lord Bedford gave 
his grandchild) 25,000/. to Lord Devonshire. I onljhad four 
years' time to pay the last 5,000/., and that I will make up the 
last sum to my Lord Rutland, being he is pleased in my regard, 
to accept of such times of payment as I can make it in, as 
15,000/. down, and 10,000/. at my death ; or if your Lordship 
likes it better, to make it appear I will do all I can, I will pay 
5,000/. at the end of so many years as that be agreed upon, 
and so leave but 5,000/. to pay at my death ; and I will demand 
no more years' forbearance than the very short leases of my 
London houses e2q>iring ; this I mention to demonstrate how 
ready I am to do the whole if I could. Mr. Charlton says 
your Lordship will settle 12,000/. a year, and make all other 
settlements upon the young people, according to those I had 
from my Lord Devonshire, which being to my Lord Bedford's 
satisfaction and my own, there is nothing left for me to lengthen 
this trouble to your Lordship, besides this profession, that I 
am, with great respect. 

My Lord, 
Your Lordship's most humble servant. 
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LADY RUSSELL TO THE DUE^! OP RUTLAND. 

Wobura Abbey, Sept 8, 1692. 

My Lord — 

Good Mr. Charlton came hither yesterday, and found us all 
engaged to dine eight or ten miles from home, which has made 
him detain your Lordship's servant till this morning, that I 
might not want this opportunity to present my Lord of Bed- 
ford's and my most humble service to your Lordship, and then 
by commission from our friend Mr. Charlton, to let you know 
that Lord Bedford has told him, that if God sees good that 
the treaty shall proceed so far as marriage, though he should 
be at London, he will most readily meet my Lord of Rutland 
at Woburn, to solemnize it there, if your Lordship does not 
alter your present intention to be at London, or near it, as to 
privacy, that is approved of, wherever such ceremonies are 
performed. Mr. Charlton tells me that the paper I sent him 
of what conditions we had from my Lord Devonshire is ap- 
proved of by your Lordship, except in one instance, as that of 
provisions for younger sons, which is an article will not be dis- 
puted with your Lordship. I cannot recollect anything more 
I can now speak to very particularly till counsel has met, 
which I will endeavor shall be as soon as they will find it con- 
venient to do it ; and when we compass that some determina- 
tion will very quickly follow ; and let that be as it will, I am 
for ever engaged to be. 

My Lord, 
Your Lordship's most humble servant. 



LADY RUSSELL TO THE DUKE OF RUTLAND. 

Woburne Abbey, Oct. 3, 1692. 

My Lord — 

It is now about ten days ago that Mr. Charlton sent me a 
letter from your Lordship, and on Friday last gave me himself 
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those papers you bad desired he would take the care of. Among 
them is that you are pleased to sign with your own hand. I 
can, my Lord, truly affirm this, that I never read a letter of 
yours, or hear what Mr. Charlton says, when he comes from 
Belvoir, but I find myself under some new obligation to my 
Lord Rutland, and that puts me under all the disposition that 
can be to please your Lordship in everything that I can possi- 
bly, without such extreme inconvenience as I know your Lord- 
ship would not choose to put me to ; this I say in respect of 
time of the general sums that is to be paid, which I hope Mr. 
Charlton has so represented to your Lordship, that you believe 
1 will strive to accommodate that matter to your Lordship's 
liking as well as my own, as near as I can do it : and being 
your hope does so kindly desire the perfecting that treaty now 
between us, I will most certainly employ myself to that purpose ; 
and it is in order to be that sooner in a capacity to do so, that 
I send a messenger with this, in which I design to offer a few 
things to your Lordship's more mature consideration than mine 
is : the principal is this — whether your Lordship does not think 
we owe this to the young couple, that they should see one an- 
other a little more than they have done (and so at least guess 
at each other's humor, before we venture to make them, as I 
hope they shall be, a happy couple), since if your Lordship 
does so — ^because I take it for granted that must not happen at 
London, but Woburn — I conclude it is fit your Lordship should 
know the time we have to do it in, which is no longer than this 
month lasts, the beginning of the next being the constant time 
of Lord Bedford's removing. I perceive Mr. Charlton's zeal 
that it should be so has made him hope that a very few weeks 
more would bring all to a close ; and I know my Lord of Bed- 
ford, though the Parliament will be sitting, and himself the 
most regular in all his motions of any man I ever saw, yet 
would lengthen his stay here to compliment your Lordship, if 
he saw any sort of prospect to compass by doing so what we 
desire ; but I believe we have convinced our friend Mr. Charl- 
ton that it will have a just contrary effect, and prevent so early 



Digitized by 



Google 



800 LADY RUSSELL TO THE DUKE OF RUTLAND. [1692. 

a c(mdasion to our treaty as we may otherwise get, considering 
that yonr Lordship, my Lord Bedford, and myself are in the 
country, and the lawyers in London, who have the business in 
their hands. When I get thither, I promise your Lordship I 
will be a diligent solicitor, and I would be there before my 
Lord of Bedford, if I should not leave him too much alone, his 
daughter Ijady Margaret Russell leaving him this week, who 
she loves very tenderly with great reason, and was never parted 
from her before, and if my children leave him also, he would be 
so much alone ; and I owe him so much duty, and pay it with 
so much afifection to behave myself so unkindly to him ; and 
besides I can be of no use yet in London, for your Lordship's 
writings are not to be there till the 20th of this month, and 
they will take some time to be read in, and when the term is 
begun, your Lordship knows how little time lawyers will give 
to those who come to their chambers ; but I ¥rill suffer no de- 
lay I can prevent, and when all is ready, your Lordship may 
yourself appoint what day Woburn shall have the honor to re- 
ceive you and my lady, and all your company ; and I hope to 
order it without much trouble to my Lord of Bedford, who will 
come upon this occasion with so good a will to think it any. 
Mr. Charlton bid me tell your Lordship he is ready upon notice 
to meet Lord Bosse at Northampton, or, if your Lordship re- 
quire it, even at Belvoir ; but I believe he would be glad he 
were summoned before the King leaves, though he says he is 
resolved to lay all things aside to serve your Lordship ; but I 
believe it would be a hard thing to make good then. I have 
made this so tedious a paper to read, that I will hasten to sign 
myself. 

My Lord, 
Your Lordship's most humble 

And obliged Servant. 

Give me leave to add this, that Lord Bedford hopes Lord 
Rosse will visit without ceremony, for if he does, he knew he 
ought to receive him so, and he is ill prepared to do so, being 
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SO near removing to London ; and, however, we think privacy 
' mnch better, but everything is left to your Lordship's better 

* judgment. 

s 

j, 

* QUEEN MARY TO LADY RUSSELL. 

t' 

'f I CONFESS myself lazy enough in writing, yet that has not 

i hindered my answering Lady Russell's letter, but staying for 

J! Mr. Russell's own answer, to which you referred me. 

i;i I have seen him this day, and find he is resolved to be Mr. 

t Russell still; I could not press him further in a thing he seemed 

; I SO little to care for, so there is an end of that matter. Whether 

^^ the King will think I have done it enough or no I cannot tell, 
^ but it is not in my nature to compliment, which makes me always 

^ take people at their words. I was glad to hear Lord Bedford 

^ is so well, and that your eyes are no worse. 

i You are so taken up I hear with your daughter's marriage, 

it that I will not make my letter any longer ; besides it is easier 

11 to say many things than to write them, and at present I have 

jf not much time ; I hope soon to have more by the King's com- 

ii ing, who I expect in a few days, if it please God to give good 

t weather for his journey. 

Ii I shall say no more now, but assure you nobody can more 

I sincerely wish you all imaginable satisfaction in what you are 

about, and all things else, than I do, who am really, and will 

show myself on all occasions, 

Your very affectionate friend, 

Marie R. 

Whitehall, Oct. 18, 1692. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

While I can see at all, I must do a little more than I can 
when God sees it best that outward darkness shall fall upon 
me, which will deprive me of all society at a distance, which I 
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wteem excetding profitable and pleaaant ; bat sliU, I bave foil 
bope I sbsll rejoice in tbat He will not deny me bis great grace 
to strengthen me with might, by his Spirit in the inner man. 
Then I shall walk in the right way, till I reach the joys of eter- 
nal endnrance. 

I mast ever thank my friends for their good thoughts of me ; 
if I know my own heart, yoa are jast to me in those that con- 
cern tbat affair ; my poor child mast have a part, if it take 
effect. My daily prayers are to be directed by bis Holy Spirit, 
and that it may proceed or fall as He in mercy sees it best. I 
cannot write long enongh together, to say mach to the arga- 
ment yon do gently hint yoar mind concerning it. He has been 
here a week, and there appears no disposition in him tbat ia 
blameable, thongh his age is not enongh to compose him skil- 
fdl in disgoise, and so with art to conceal bis inclinations ; nei- 
ther are bis tender years proof against impressions, and imbib- 
ing bad as well as good. The gentleman yoa mentioned was 
with him, and, I belieye, has done well his daty. His want of 
complaisance gives me no prejudice, or so little, that if he were 
mj son, I woald pat him into his hands from me, for some time 
to the nniyersity, where I think oar nobility should pass sooae 
of their time ; it has been for many years' neglected ; I mast 
use that term, because I think it a proper one. 

We are, God prospering our intentions, as near our remove 
to London, as the middle of this^ month is to as, where I should 
bope to meet Lady Gainsborough, but that your last hints no- 
thing of it. Pray present my most humble service unto her, 
and continue just to me, in believing me to be 

Your faithful and affectionate friend to serve you. 

Nov. 6, 1692. 

* Lord Tavistock was sent in the following year to the University of 
Oxford. 
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LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

The kindest marks you can give me, good Doctor, of your 
having me in your thoughts, I received as you designed I should, 
before, and yet very near the day that I must ever give a solemn 
regard to; but, alas 1 my bad eyes serve me now so little that 
I could not read your papers, and tell you that I had done so 
in one day. It is mortifying, yet I hope I do not repine, but, 
on the contrary, rejoice in the goodness of my God to me, that 
when r feared the utter loss of sight, has let me thus long sed 
the light, and by it given me time to prepare for that day of 
bodily darkness* which perhaps must soon overtake me. And 
what a grace is it that I should first settle my two daughters, 
as I. expect to do I though ad near as we take this in hand to 
be, it may never take effect, nay, shall not (if God is pleased to 
grant my request) unless it be a thing pleasing in his sight, and 
which his blessing shall go along with. 

I am apt to say, unless they shall be happy in St ; but I find 
a distinction to be made between being pleasing in God's sight, 
and their being happy, as we term it ; that is, being fhll of 
worldly enjoymwits, and taking excessive delight in their en- 
joyments. This God may withhold in mercy to their future 
good. So that I consider, if the act is acceptable to Him, all 
shall work to their good (if they love and serve Him), but whe- 
ther by a prosperous, pleasant gale, or struggling with stormy 
weather, that I matter not so much, their eternal interest being 
my care. And this I beg your joining with me in hearty prayer 
for. I thank you. Sir, for the meditation so choicely provided 
for me, who must remember my feeble sight, since it remembers 
me, who will be 

Your constant and obliged friend and servant. 
Woburn Abbey, July 26, 1693. 

* Her apprehensions of loss of sight were happily renw^Yad by a 
fill operation for a cataract. 
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SIR JAMES FORB£l£)rO LADT RUSSELL. 

Madam—- 

I could not miss this opportunity of giving your Ladyship 
some account of Lord Boss and Lady Boss's journey," and 
their reception at Belvoir, which looked more like the progress 
of a King and Queen through their country, than that of a 
bride and bridegroom's going home to their father's house. 
At their first entry into Leicestershire, they were received by 
the High SheriflF at the head of all the gentlemen of the coun- 
try, who all paid their respects, and complimented the lady 
bride at Harborough. She was attended next day to this 
place by the same gentlemen, and by thousands of other people, 
who came from all places of the country to see her, and to wish 
them both joy, even with huzzas and acclamations. 

As they drew near to Belvoir, our train increased, with some 
coaches, and with fresh troops of aldermen, and corporations, 
besides a great many clergymen, who presented the bride and 
bridegroom (for so they are still called) with verses upon their 
happy marriage. 

I cannot better represent their first arrival at Belvoir, than 
by the Wobum song that Lord Bedford liked so well : for at tiie 
gate were four-and-twenty fiddlers all in a row ; four-and-twenty 
trumpeters, with their tan tara ra ra's ; four-and-twenty ladies, 
and as many parsons ; and in great order they went in proces- 
sion to the great apartment, where the usual ceremony of salut- 
ing and wishing of joy passed, but still not without something 

> The gentleman by whom Lord Cayendish sent his offers of assistance 
to Lord Rassell, after his condemnation. He was one of the persons 
examined in 1689, before the Committee of the House of Commons for 
the inspection of the trials of those who had suffered for the Rye House 
Plot. His examination proves how much he was at that time in the inti- 
macy of the Duke of Monmouth, and those with whom he associated.— 
See SUte Trials, by Howell, yoI. ix. p. 961. 

' Ladj Russell's second daughter, Catharine, was married to John, 
Lord Ross (afterwards second Duke of Rutland, E. G.), on Aug. 17, 1693. 
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repreeented in the song, as very much tittle-tattle, and fiddle-fid- 
dle. After this the time passed away till supper in visiting all the 
apartments of the house, and in seeing the preparations for the 
sack-posset, which was the most extraordinary thing I did ever 
see, and much greater than it was represented to be. After 
supper, which was exceeding magnificent, the whole company 
went in procession to the great hall ; the bride and bridegroom 
first, and all the rest in order, two and two ; there it was the 
scene opened, and the great cistern appeared, and the healths 
began ; first in spoons, some time after in silver cups ; and 
though the healths were many, and great variety of named 
given to them, it was observed after one hour's hot service, 
the posset did not sink above one inch, which made my Lady 
Rutland call in all the family, and then upon their knees the 
bride and bridegroom's health, with prosperity and happiness, 
was drunk in tankards brim-full of sack-posset. This lasted 
till past 12 o'clock, Ac. 

Madam, 
Your most humble and faithful servant, 

J. FOBBES. 
1698. 



ARCHBISHOP TILLOTSON TO LADY RUSSELL. 

Lambeth House, Aug. 26, 1698. 

Madam — 

Though nobody rejoices more than myself in the happiness 
of your Ladyship and your children, yet in the hurry in which 
you must needs have been, I could not think it fit for to give 
you the disturbance so much as of a letter, which otherwise 
had, both in friendship and good manners, been due upon this 
great occasion. But now that busy time is, in a good measure, 
over, I cannot forbear, after so many as I am sure have been 
before me, to congratulate with your Ladyship this happy 
match of your daughter ; for so I heartily pray it may prove, 
and have great reason to believe it will, because I cannot bat 

26* 
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look upon it as part of the comfort and reward of your patience 
and sabmission to the will of God, under that sorest and most 
heavy aMction that could have befallen you ; and when Qod 
sends and intends a blessing, it shall have no sorrow or eyil 
with it. 

I entreat my Lord Boss and his Lady to accept of my 
humble service, and my hearty wishes of great and lasting 
happiness. 

My poor wife is at present very ill, which goes very near 
me ; and having said this, I know we shall have your prc^yers. 
I entreat you to give my humble service to my Lord of Bed- 
ford, and my Lord Cavendish and his Lady. I could, upon 
several accounts, be melancholy, but I will not upon so joyful 
an occasion. I pray God to preserve and bless your Ladyship, 
and all the good family at Wobum, and to make us all con- 
cerned to prepare ourselves with the greatest care for a better 
life. 

I am, with all true respect and esteem, 
Madam, 
Your Ladyship's most faithful 

And most humble servant, 

Jo. Cant. 



LADY RUSSELL TO DR. FITZWILLIAM. 

You will be so just to me, good Doctor, as never to mistrust 
my silence ; if I did not believe so, I should be in some pain 
now, having two letters from you by me, that if I am not very 
unworthy will make me take a pleasure to say something in 
return of so much good will ; and it is then an ill mark not to 
have writ in so long a time, being I know none but what are 
self-lovers enough to do what pleases them. Yet so has been 
my case, I would have been glad to have conversed with you, 
good Doctor, but could not, as my present circumstances are. 
Heretofore, whatever engagements I had a days, the night* 
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were free to me ; but my ill eyes can now not serve me at all, 
when once a candle is lighted ; so that since Lord Rutland 
came hither, I have been mistress of no time; if I had, I 
should not have lived in a continual noise and hurry as I have 
done. I did excuse my going to Belvoir with all the company, 
but followed them before I had acquitted myself of all my 
formal congratulations ; for if I do more than a very little at a 
time, I find my eyes ache, and that I am sure is naught, and a 
little sight is too precious a good to be neglected. 

I thank you, sir, for all your thoughts on the subject which 
filled mine this last year, but I cannot attempt to say anything 
in return ; it would be too long a discourse for me this way. 
I hope I have done my duty well to my daughters, and that 
they shall enjoy a lasting happiness ; but above all, my prayer 
is, that the end of their faith may be the salvation of their 
souls ; that they may be endued with such graces here, as may 
fit them for the glories of the state hereafter. 

If your retirement pleases you, indeed, and that you do not 
deceive yourself, I have nothing to say against it, if your health 
does not abate, which certainly will, if your mind does not 
agree perfectly with what your will has chosen : let that be a 
timely monitor to you. Man is a sociable creature, and you 
by disposition are made for it, and by the accidents of your life 
ever used to it, so that it is very new to you to be very solitary 
long together ; and while you have a competency. Doctor, deny 
not yourself the innocent, nay the profitable comforts of life. 
I apprehend but one inconveniency, if you do a little less se- 
quester yourself, and that I hope you are of a more temperate 
spirit than to draw on yourself; but you are best judge. I 
exceed my bounds exceedingly, for I take little paper to-night, 
tto more than one side, not to turn over, for if I do, this is the 
issue. Farewell, good Doctor, for this time. 

I am constantly, your friend to serve you. 

Sept 18, 1693. 
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ARCHBISHOP TILLOTSON TO LADY RUSSELL. 

Lambeth House, Oct. 18, 1693. 

I HAVE forborne, Madam, hitherto, even to acknowledge the 
receipt of your Ladyship's letter, and your kind concernment 
for mine and my wife's health, because I saw how unmerciful 
you were to your eyes in your last letter to me; so that I 
E^ould certainly have repented the provocation I gave you to 
it by mine, had not so great and good an occasion made it 
necessary. 

I had intended this morning to have sent Mr. Vernon* to 
Wobum, to have inquired of your Ladyship's health, having 
but newly heard that, since your return from Belvoir, a dan- 
gerous fever had seized upon you. But yesterday morning at 
council I had happily met with Mr. Russell, who to my great 
joy, told me, that he hoped that danger was over ; for which I 
thank God with all my heart, because I did not know how fatal 
the event might be, after the care and hurry you have been in, 
and in so sickly a season. 

The King's return is now only hindered by contrary winds. 
I pray God to send him safe to us, and to direct him what to 
do when he is come. I was never so much at my wit's end 
concerning the public. God only can bring us out of the laby- 
rinth we are in, and I trust He will. 

My wife gives her most humble service and thanks to you 
for your concernment for her, and does rejoice equally with 
me for the good news of your recovery. 

Never since I knew the world, had I so much reason to 
value my friends. In the condition I now am, I can have no 
new ones ; or, if I could, I can have no assurance that they are 
so. I could not at a distance believe, that the upper end of 

* Perhaps James Vernon, afterwards Secretary of State, whose letters 
mention several interviews with Mr. Russell, afterwards Earl of Orford. 
— Letters Illustrative of the Reign of William III. edited by J. P. James, 
3 vols. 8vo. 1841. 
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the world was so hollow as I find it. I except a very few, of 
whom I can believe no ill till I plainly see it. 

I have ever earnestly coveted your letters ; but now I do as 
earnestly beg of you to spare them for my sake, as well as 
your own. With my very humble service to my good Lord of 
Bedford, and to all yours, and my hearty prayers to God for 
you all, I remain. 

Madam, 
Your Ladyship's most obliged 

And obedient servant, 

Jo. Cant. 



LADY RUSSELL TO LADY ROOS. 

Southam House, 15 Jan. 
I AM SO various in my resolves that now I am sorry I have 
forbid what you meant to do, and have stayed at Southampton 
House in hopes my letter would be too late to prevent that 
affair. I do now, if God permit, fixly purpose to leave this 
place Monday next. At the end of my letter I will say more 
^to this matter. My humble service to Lord Rutland, and 
abundance of thanks for the valuable present of his picture, 
and I will not murmur at my stay how I shall see it, and also 
our Sunday tea drinking. Lady Sunderland's present will not 
require, I think, a letter. I think in relation to the value I 
am sure it will not. She found the gauze and the woman had 
six shillings — would not pay for yours because she says it was 
to be but a guinea; but Lady Sunderland and Mrs. Eden say- 
ing it was cheap at twenty-seven shillings, down it is gone. 
Lady Sunderland went yesterday to Twickenham — ^pretty well. 
If you do write on^e, her not being able to write will close that 
trouble : if you desire her not to think of doing more than to 
accept of your professions. Her health I never fail to inform 
you, all I know ; but so much of my advice might be omitted 
if I did not like so well to be scribbling where I am doing it 
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now ; and as for what the Conrt is doing here, the concern is 
abated when it is to relate what one does not like, and will be 
in the private too, that is, so far as that the seals were sent for 
from Lord Sunderland. The Queen ordered Mr. Boyle, who 
told her Majesty he wished she would think fit to do it by some 
ether, ^ey had been long good friends, and it was an unplea- 
sant office to be charged with. She replied, therefore, best to 
be done by a friend. Then he said he was not well acquainted 
with the customs on such occasions : he thought Lord Sunder- 
land might ask him if he might not have the honor to present 
them himself. She said that would be a trouble to himself as 
well as to her, so all that is over. I think it is true the Duke 
of Beaufort has bought Lord Albemarle,* and pays 12,000/. as 
an able assistant ; it is guessed the present professions are, this 
is all the alterations intended, but the person has that seal was 
not guessed at by any soul that I can hear of. Lord Sunder- 
land says he was told it three days before, but thought them 
out of the way. I remember Lord Devon and he were great 
friends at Westminster School ; and he says, how he is very 
pleasant conversation, but application to business has not yet 
been his talent. He was of the commission of trade, and would 
make jest at all they did there, but trouble himself no further ; ' 
and was a surprise Lord Paulet would not be held to his point, 
a porter's life is a better thing. Duchess Somerset has lodg- 
ings given her at Kensington, so suppose more favor will follow, 
but not all three places in one, which does not please some. 
The lady easy to all I dare say. Lady Hide, big with expecta- 
tion of the passport that Duchess . . . that has all still 
in town. Letters pass yet ; what passes to this side of the 
water 1 meddle not with. All common chat is silenced by 
these bigger matters, since all are judges of all. The pen is 
in great use at this time. Her Majesty herself is sure a ready 
writer ; being an insignificant one myself, I offer all my best 
services and blessings. 

* To what this aRudes, the Editor has been unable to discover. 
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LADY RACHEL RUSSELL TO MRS. HOWLANDJ 

Aug. 80, 1094. 

Last night I received yours of the 28th. I should not com^ 
go quick upon jou, but that I find you are going Airther off, 
and I am not certain that one I wrote on Sunday last may not 
miscarry, and I think it is very requisite to come to some reso- 
lution about Brayton.* In order to do so, in my last letter I 
desired to have what helps I could from you, as any survey of 
the value of the lands, or if you think fit to send me one I 
would be glad to see one of his accounts, for when I send to 
him he may tell us what he pleases : but, above all, I desire 
you would let him be made acquainted that I am sending a 
servant thither, for he may shut the doors against us, and pre- 
tend not to believe what they say, that they come from me and 
by my order ; therefore I desire to make use of your attorney. 
I think to send Spencer' and one with him that we think un- 
derstands the nature of ground. If you have anybody with 
you or that you know that could be assisting to us in this busi- 
ness, if you please to let me know, I will take care they should 
be made acquainted when Spencer goes, and so he may come 
hither and go along with Spencer, or meet him there, as you 
like best. 

As to the drawing up a lease, in whose name it should be I 
must be resolved by council. I think it should be by my Lord 
of Bedford's, so I will send to Mr. Martain, and give you 
notice when I do know. 

I am sorry dear Lady Tavistock has any employment she 

* Wife of John Howland, of Streatbam, Esq., whose daughter Elizabeth 
married Wriothesley, second Duke of Bedford, K. G. 

' In Cambridgeshire. The manor house, which had been occasionally 
a residence of the Duke of Bedford, is now a farm-house. This manor 
was formerly in the possession of the Howland family, and passed by 
marriage to Wriothesley, Duke of Bedford, who married the heiress of 
the Howland family. 

' Her steward. 
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does not take pleasure in. Pray tell her I hope this will be 
the single one that will fall out to be so, and the trouble of 
this will not last long ; and it is my opinion that if they teach 
her much of her grammar it increases her trouble to little pur- 
pose, for French is oftener and as well learned by ear. Pray 
give her my blessing. The Duke of Bedford sends duties with 
his humble services to you. If our daughter is disposed to 
read another from a young man I know one is ready to write 
it. I do not answer some part of your letter, and I have much 
to dictate this morning, so in haste conclude this from your 
kind and humble servant. 



LADY RUSSELL TO LADY ROOS. 

Sunday, 29th Sept. 1695. 
Having writ a letter upon business, and finding no hurt by 
it to my eyes, I venture to say a little to you, my dear child, 
and tell you my fears that your Lord and you cannot obtain 
such a compliance as you might expect, and were most reason- 
able to be given, and your trouble, perhaps, is heightened that 
no good prospect offers itself among your own friends : indeed, 
I did bid your sister tell you that with any regard to prudence, 
I could see none as yet. I must not be long, and therefore I 
hasten to remember you of your former promises to strive to 
take every providence patiently, and as cheerfully as you can, 
and not foolishly pine and waste your spirits and spoil your 
health against a better day comes, which certainly will if you 
provoke not the only Giver of all good things. Heaviness may 
endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning, and the 
chiefest blessing on this earth you have, a kind husband and a 
pretty gentleman. Let that sweeten all other meaner things, 
as it is your duty it should do ; strive to act your part and glory 
in it; it is a pride I can allow of, but all discontent proceeds 
from a pride that must be resisted, or a poor mortal can never 
be happy on earth or prepared to be so in heaven. Can we 
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without imprudence say to Him that made ua, Why is it thus 
and thus with me ? Ask yourself, what have you done or what 
can man do to merit from God ? Have not you many good 
things others want that are perhaps more humble than you, 
but still their submission is not tried enough ; but when it is, 
and they are as gold refined in the furnace, how greatly shall 
they be exalted for evermore, and respected here. Take it well, 
my love, I remind you of your duty, and let it be your part to 
strive to do it : to whom asks it shall be given — you shall be 
contented if you desire it. I have experienced it just at your 
years ; I bless God I can say (without vanity) what pleased me 
I enjoyed, what crossed me had not power to torment me long ; 
I strove to think if my lot had not been what it was it might 
have been worse for me in regard to my eternal interest, and 
that miffht pass and other days come, or however the day of 
vexatioi^ould end, and I cannot commend a better reflection 
than this, that troubles or pleasures that end with time are not 
to be affecting at too high a rate. A year or two to come 
seems long, but twenty past as nothing : I have felt many days 
of bitter grief as well as others of lesser trouble and provoca- 
tion, and many of great and true happiness, which was made 
up by love and quiet at home, abroad friendships and innocent 
diversions ; and yet believe me, child, life is a continual labor 
checkered with care and pleasure, therefore rejoice in your por- 
tion — ^take the world as you find it, and you will, I trust, find 
heaviness may endure for a night, but joy comes in the morn- 
ing. It grows dark; your sister is to close this from (your) 
well-wishing mother. 

I am so out of charity with you that I will not add one word 
to this, but leave you entirely to my mother's good council. I 
am sorry the story of my Lady Northumberland was forgot. 

To m'y Lady Roos, at Haddcn. 



21 
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LADY RUSSELL TO LADY ROOS.> 

Sunday, 8th Dec., 1695. 
I HOPE you tell me true that your cold was but a little one : 
pray nerer deceive me, for it serves to no good end at all ; un- 
less you think it does so, to let alone a medicine that I might 
enjoin you to take. I doubt Mr. Pierce's drags were lost upon 
you ; if so, indeed, you are very naughty, for you know you 
are subject so to be ill in some little odd complaint or other, and 
yet his physic agrees with you, and keeps you well for a good 
while after, and if you helped yourself with it but for one year 
or two, it would strengthen your constitution fbr ever. Lord 
Boos will contradict all this, but in this point I cannot agree 
with his Lordship, as well as I think of , him. We have stayed 
till it is very cold weather at Woburn. Pray do not whisk it 
a horseback till it pleases God you have overcome youf rheumg ; 
it was the same with me at your age, only it affected my lungs, 
as it does most severely your teeth. Your sister has paid dearly 
for doing honor to Queen Dowager's birthday, but I have had 
to-day a letter from La Spencer, who says nothing remains but 
a severe cold in the head. The Parliament Fast being next 
Wednesday, puts by our coming till Thursday. I have not 
lately had news from Cambridge,^ but expect to meet some at 
London, intending to keep a regular advice, though not to go 
though never so &ee till tiie middle or^end of January. Lady 
Sunderland sent me word the little child at their house was 
dying. Lady Catherine has left you a more lively and thriving 
one. I believe my service as due : I desire it most particular 
to your Lord. 

I am yours in all affection. 

Lady Alice is weary of boarding at Kensington, is coming 

^ This, and all the subseqnent letter/ of Lady Russell to her daughter 
Lady Roos, are printed from the origmals in the possession of his Graoe 
the Duke of Rutland, K.G., at Belvoir Castle. 

* Lord Tavistock, who was then at the University. 
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to Bedford House, and writes to ber father that she believes 
that Morris Napier will not be long there, but where next, she 
does not intimate. I guess if it cannot be at Bedford House, 
it will be Dorsetshire. 

Now your brother is not at Cambridge, I almost repent he 
did not stand for Middlesex ;* he might still, but I think we 

* At the general election in October, 1 695. The following letter to 
Lady Russell is printed from Miss Berry's Memoir, from the original in 
the Duke of Devonshire's possession: — 

«* London, October 3 (1695). 

**I can safely retract, Madam, what I said in my last letter, that our 
courtiers did not trouble themselves with much business, but now I find 
we are all of a sudden grown extraordinary busy in making interest every- 
where to bring in good men to our new Parliament, and this reason alone 
has moved our Lords Justices* (I mean the two principal, my Lord 
Keeperf and the Duke of Shrewsbury) to send for me, and to order me 
to write immediately to your Ladyship, that you would be pleased to let 
my Lord Tavistock stand for knight of the shire for Middlesex ; and 
although I made all the objections against it, that I think the Duke of 
Bedford or your Ladyship can make, yet they were still of one opinion^ 
that it is your interest, and for the honor of the family, that he should 
stand at present; and being joined with Sir John Worsename,J a very 
honest man, who is recommended by my Lord Keeper, they doubt not but 
they will carry it with a high hand, and thereby keep out two notorious 
Tories, which can never be done otherwise. When I told their Lordships 
that my Lord Tavistock was soon going to Cambridge, and afterwards to 
travel for two or three years, the Duke of Shrewsbury answered, that 
thcjy would not hinder anything of that design ; for he needed not to ap- 
pear but once at the election, when he would be attended by several 
thousands of gentlemen, and other persons on horseback out of town, 
and the charges would be but little or nothing ; and the Duke of Shrews- 
bury bid me tell your Ladyship, that if you did consent he should stand, 
which he doubted not but you would, since it was on so good an aecount, 



* King William was now in Holland. 

f Lord Somers. 

J Sir John Wolstonholme, of London, third baronet; he died in 1709; 
his second wife was relict of Sir Rowland Alston, of Odell, county of Bed- 
ford, Bart. ; this connection probably secured him the Russell interest. 
He was returned with Lord Edward Russell. 
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shall not choose it ; I will not in writing tell you why, it would 
be too long a story. 

For tho Right Hod. the Lady Roos, 
at Haddeoy Derbyshire. 

that then they must have leave to set him up for that day only, by the 
name of Lord Russell, which would bring ten thousand more on his side, 
if there be so many freeholders in the country. 

**I have now, Madam, delivered my message from those two great 
Lords ; which they had a great concern for, and seemed very earnest to 
have it complied with : therefore I think it would be very impertinent in 
me to use any arguments of my t)wn, but must leave it to the consider- 
ation of the Duke of Bedford and your Ladyship's wise judgment to de- 
termine: however, I beg your Ladyship will be pleased to make as speedy 
an answer as it is possible, because we expect the King here by Sunday 
or Monday next ; and immediately the Parliament will be dissolved, and 
all hands will be set on work for a new one, as I hear the expression in 
the King's letters to the Lords is. 

** I suppose this post brings a great deal of joy to Lady Margaret ; for 
the Spanish letters that are come to-day, make mention that the Admiral* 
is upon his way home, and Mr. Priestman tells me that he will be here 
within these ten days ; and Sir George Rook has orders from the King by 
this last post from Flanders, to set sail for the Straits immediately. I shall 
add no more but the assurance of my being, 

** Madam, 
"Your Ladyship's most faithful 

** And obedient servant, 

"J. F0BBB8."t 

* Admiral Russell, afterwards created Earl of Orford, to whom Lady 
Margaret, his cousin, was married. 

t It is not very clear who Sir James Forbes was ; most probably the 
same who was a Commissioner for supply for Aberdeenshire in 1686. 
Lady Margaret Russell, in a letter to Mr. Thornton, mentions that Sir 
James Forbes <<was very fond of great men's company." The Forbeses 
were Whigs in those days, and consequently on terms of intimacy with 
the nobility of that party. Sir James is frequently mentioned in the 
Vernon Papers, and also in the correspondence of King William, but there 
is no account of him in those papers. 
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BISHOP OF SALISBURY TO LADY RUSSELL. 

I DO heartily congratulate with your Ladyship for this new 
blessing. God has now heard your prayers, with relation to 
two of your children, which is a good earnest that he will hear 
them in due time with relation to the third. You begin to see 
your children's children ; God grant you may likewise see peace 
upon Israel And now that God has so built up your house, 
I hope you will set yourself to build a house of prayer for the 
honor of his name. 

You hare passed through very different scenes of life. Gtod 
has reserred the best to the last. I do make it a standing part 
of my poor prayers twice a day, that as now your family is the 
greatest in its three branches that has been in England in our 
age, so that it may in every one of these answer those blessings 
by an exemplary holiness, and that both you and they may be 
public blessings to the age and nation. 

I do not think of coming up yet this fortnight, if I am not 
called for. I humbly thank your Ladyship for giving me this 
early notice of so great a blessing to you. I hope it shall 
soon be completed by my Lady Boos's full recovery. Mrs. 
Burnet is very sensible of the hcmor your Ladyship does her in 
thinking of her, and does particularly rejoice in God's goodness 
to you. I am, with the highest sense of gratitude and respect 



Madam, 
Your Ladyship's most humble, most obedient. 
And most obliged servant, 

Gi. Sarum. 
Salisbury, Slst Oct., 1696. 
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LADY RUSSELL TO SIR ROBERT WORSLEY.' 

Sib Robert — 

If my letters were of serrice to yon, I should not reserve 
them, only for snch times as I serve ends of my own by it, as 
I now design to do, being the errand of this paper is to obtain 
your opinion, if yon please to give it, npon a few qnestions I 
will pot to you. By the death of Mr. Morin, Sir, you know 
there wants a presentation of Eingsworthy, and a vicar at 
Micheldevever. I find both places well disposed to receive 
Mr. Swayne. I hope he is worthy of the gift, and believe you 
think him so. If you should know anything why he is not, 
though as a friend you might wish he were the incumbent, yet 
I am persuaded that in a just regard to the weight of the mat- 
ter, and to me who ask it from you, if you know any visible 
reason that he is not a proper person for such a preferment, 
that you will caution me in it ; for I profess to you. Sir, I 
think the care of so many souls is a weighty charge ; and I 
have been willing to take time to consider whose hands I put 
these into. I can, with all my scruples, make no exception to 
Mr. Swayne, if his vapors are not too prevalent to permit his 
being free and active in such a charge. But I hope it is not 
so ; and if you concur with me, I will bestow them upon him ; 
for I do not see how I can part them. And now. Sir, I come 
with my second question to you, when I have told you the provi- 
sion I would make for curates. I have met with a paper signed 
by Mr. Morin to my father, in which he engages to allow the 
curate at Kingsworthy 50/. a year ; and that at Stratton, who 
served Popham also, 30/. a year; Northington is not mentioned 
in it. Now, Sir, I would, in short, have the same stipends, as 
this paper signifies were formerly agreed on, to be honestly 
made good by the next incumbent, and during my pleasure. 
There will be 10/. a year more coming in to him than has been 

* * Fourth Baronet of that title (afterwards Worsley Holmes), of Apul- 
dercombe, Isle of Wight. 
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formerly, and as macb to the curate who serves Stratton ; for a 
few years ago my dear Lord added 20/. a year, during his will 
to do so, to be so divided ; and without a very justifiable rea- 
son I shall not withhold it ; and 40«. a year more to the vicar, 
upon an agreement for some orchards taken into the park. 

From this long digression I return to my question, which 
arises from this purpose of mine that I must ofifer to you. I 
know it is a thing required by many, to take a bond for resign- 
ing at the patron's pleasure. I have no disposition at all to 
do so ; but to this I have, that I would have a bond to perform 
these conditions to the curates, unless I dispense with him ; 
and also, that in case of non-residence, he shall resign to me. 
For the case often happens, they get another living, and the 
situation it may be more pleasant, then put in a curate for a 
small stipend, and I have no remedy. That this is ptacticable 
I believe, though I am ignorant enough, and am not in a place 
where I can be well informed. But I refer myself, Sir Robert, 
to you, and in what you see cause to oppose me, pray do it ; 
you will oblige me by it ; and, I think, I shall submit to reason. 
But if what I ask is (as I conceive it is) practicable, I should 
take it as a favor if you would discourse Mr. Swayne upon it, 
and then instruct Mr. Mewes to draw up an instrument to the 
purposes I have signified. When I hear from you I will be 
ready to 



LADY RUSSELL TO THE REV. J. THORNTON. 

(April) 1697. 
When I wrote to good Mr. Thornton, I thought I had cer- 
tainly begun the correspondence I desire to maintain, but I 
find our letters were dated the same day, but are not of the 
same value ; however, I do not envy my neighbor's talent being 
above mine, and indeed I have the less temptation, because I 
am sure you have no virtue nor knowledge that I may not be 
the better for it ; I will endeavor ; whatever further progress I 
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make, I think (by the Grace of God) my integrity and good 
meaning shall never deserve your censure, nor anybody's be- 
sides, and that must content my ambition for my own part, but 
on my son's it does not ; I desire he may aspire higher, though 
my constant prayer is, that his studies may be innocent and 
profitable, that is (in my thoughts), directed to his most spi- 
ritual, his precious and immortal soul. I lie yet under no dis- 
couragements, for yesterday Mr. Hicks speaks of him to me 
when we are alone just as he did. Logic goes fbrward very 
well, and he says his judgment is wonderful nice and true ; 
what he reads alone, he gives a very handsome account of. 
He tried him the other day by a new treatise of logic,* that 
the Dean of Christ Church has lately printed, but he observes 
he does not love to go over what he has once done. They 
have a Bible bound up with blank leaves, and in them, as he 
reads, he intends he shall write, as he expounds any hard text. 
It is hard to me to leave off talking, when it is of my son I am 
speaking ; but I am the longer, because I ext^d my reports 
to my Lord Duke, as well as to Mr. Thornton, imd take it to 
be a less troublesome way to him, than by particular address 
to his Grace, who is too good and too well bred to suffer me 
to do my duty without recompense ; and though I love his 
letters because they are very kind, yet I would have none at 
the expense of any the least trouble to him, whose health I 
hope to hear often of from you. Sir, and I will write to you, 
without considering whether I have had one letter or six from 
you. At present I have had two, but my meaning is, when I 
find leisure, that is, have not wrote too much for my eyes, or 
have anything I would be willing to say, then I will scribble, 
and not else. 

You may perceive 1 take time by seeing my first date, which 
is Tuesday, and the last is Friday morning. I had writ the 
most part of that when I returned my Lord's letter of the 9th 

> Artis Logioee Competidiam. By Henrf Aldriob, Dean of Christ 
Church. First Edition. Ox, 1692. Svo, 
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instant ; however, I wUl defer my acknowledgments till another 
opportunity, if it was but for the reason above mentioned, to 
suspend his trouble. Pray present my best service to Lord 
James, and tell him his fair hand of authority brings the prints 
very constantly. I have heard of Doctor Wallis's* print. Sure 
there are many truths in it, but he has taken great liberty of 
speech. I love good manners in all cases. It is eight o'clock, 
and letters are called for, so I must end this from 

Sir, 
Your assured friend to serve you. 

My humble and kind service to all my friends — I cannot 
stay to name. 
For Mr. Thornton, 
at Bedford House. 



LADY RUSSELL TO THE MARCHIONESS OF HARTINGTON. y 

Oxon. 22d April, 1697. 
Haying no thought that my dear child had anything to say 
to me would ask a present return, your letter being brought to 
me when it was candle-light, I put by reading it till this morn- 
ing, when it is time to give my answer ; so that you did not 
write more in haste than I must: but, indeed, there is no hesi- 
tating for the answer I shall make to you. I will affirm, no 
mother ever was or can be more inclined than myself to ap- 
prove of all compliance in you to my Lord Duke and Lady 
Duchess ; but, in our present case, I must (with pardon) be 
excepted, in regard as I think both to you and myself. You 
brought your child too hardly .into the world to let me be 
willing (as I have no doubt my Lord and Lady would not 
more than I), that you should be without all the best helps to 
be had, and to see the success myself ; and that would be of 

* Most probably Dr. John Wallis, an eminent mathematician, author 
of several works, philosophical and theological. He died in 1703. 
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troublesome consequence to all parties concerned. But I am 
so tender tbat there should be no disorder in my Lord Duke's 
affairs upon my account, or to give me satisfaction, that I oflFer 
this : — if Lord Hartington and you will take such conveniences 
as I can give at Southampton House, then, when the family 
leaves Barckly House,* if your Lord and you will choose where 
to plant there yourselves and nursery, you shall be welcome to 
me, till you are (as I trust you shall be) happily past the 
hazard of one in your condition. When you are at my house, 
I will be leaving Oxford as soon as you can desire me to come 
to you. You will acquaint my Lord and Lady with what I 
have said ; and if they believe (what is very true) that I feel 
nothing gratifies me in this world, but from my children, this 
is a natural consequence — ^to desire to please myself in every- 
thing I can compass. If I had more time, I need say no more. 
Your repeated injunctions not to lose this post have hastened 
this sooner by one day, the carrier going to-morrow. From, 
dear child, 

Your ever affectionate mother. 

* Barkley House. The old town house of the Earls of Devonshire 
was not in Piccadillj, but in Bishopsgate, where Devonshire Square now 
stands. William, the second Earl, died there in 1629. 

William, fourth Earl and first Duke, haying at first no town house, 
rented and liyed in Montagu House (the old British Museum), which 
was burned down during his occupation, in January, 1686. (See page 
145.) 

After the accession of King William, "the Duke of Devonshire took 
it into his head that, could he have the Duchess of Portsmouth's lodgings 
at Whitehall, where there was a fine room for balls, it would give him a 
very magnificent air." (Duchess of Marlborough's Defence of her Con- 
duct, p. 29.) 

It is probable the Duke purchased Berkeley House, in Piccadilly, after 
it had been vacated by the Princess Anne in 1695, and changed its name 
to Devonshire House, since Bishop Kennet says that he died Aug. 18, 
1707, in Devonshire House, Piccadilly. — See note to Evelyn's Life of Mrs. 
Godolphin, edited by the Bishop of Oxford. 

There is little doubt but that the " Barckly House" whence this letter 
was dated, was in Piccadilly ; the name not having yet been changed. 
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Pray present my humble service to my Lord Dake and Lady 
Duchess ; your own Lord, my best services ; and blessing to 
the young person. 

I think the least trouble to you will be, that my Lord and 
Lady Devonshire read what I say. 
For the Right Honorable the Marqn^se of 

Hartiagton, at Barokly House, London. 



LADY RUSSELL TO THE REV. J. THORNTON. 

Friday morning (May, 1697). 
Good Mr. Thornton, I thank you most kindly for your long 
letter, and your good news of my Lord Duke's being in so good 
a state of health ; God increase and continue it. I have no 
mistrust Lord Rutland is so ill, for we had a letter from Pulse 
by the same post (that would have) brought the news, if any 
such came, of his being so ill, and she mentions nothing of it. 
I have, indeed, had no letter from my daughter herself, since 
she was at Northampton, which is the only thing can make me 
miserable ; for if it be so I am sure she is full of care ; and she 
is often very sick with her breeding, so can be at little leisure. 
I wish my son find any to write to you, he ought not to have so 
much as myself, so mine may well come first. Pray tell my 
Lord, Spencer is gone to-day to Cambridgeshire, and lies at 
Wobum town to-night; he intended to see Woburn House 
to-morrow morning, or rather, I suppose, the park and gar- 
dens, which this last week's rains must have made very beauti- 
fal indeed ; whatever my young man does, I assure you. Sir, I 
do not think my time so much misspent here as it is at London. 
The regularity of the life is very agreeable to me. I can only 
say you shall be very welcome to me everywhere, but if your eye 
be ready, that would be a work well over, and at present it is a 
fine season for it. If the ladies that talk of coming do it, I 
would see you by choice till they are at London again ; as for 
going to Streatham, I conclude you will find them; I knowing 
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nothing of their stirring from that place as yet. If I see Lord 
Galway I will not fail to remember your orders, Sir, abont Mr. 
Davids. I hope my Lord Duke will do so too ; good Doctor 
Walls* was to see me yesterday, the vety great heat of the sun 
brought him out ; the bishop had forbid him coming to Mag- 
dalen College till May was come ; but it being a May-day he 
went from me to go to him ; he looks well, and tells me he 
hears nothing but good of my child. Mr. Hicks told me on 
Sunday last that he believes he has more learning than any 
fine young nobleman in England has. I trust he shall be en- 
dowed with the grace of God with it ; or all is but vanity, and 
will be found deceitful upon the weights. Nobody is or can 
be more regular in all public offices ; I hope his private are so 
too. I believe so far what the town says, that Admiral Rus- 
sell did not seek title, or to be one of our justices, but I do not 
like to say it was crammed down his throat ; marks of good 
princes' favors should be received with some easiness, though 
our natures do not incline to it, and where there is merit so 
notorious, it cannot be rejected, if well thought on. The 
carrier has stopped under my window. 

I am, Sir, your true friend. 

For Mr. Thornton, 

at Bedford House. 



LADY RUSSELL TO THE LADY ROOS. 

Friday, May 8, 1697. 
The reports we had on all hands from London, how very ill 
Lord Rutland was, made me more desirous to receive a letter 
from yourself, though I could believe nothing of it because 
Molesworth had one from Pulse, which must be of as late a 
date as any could come to London by the post. It was Mr. 
Thornton by Lord Bedford's order first sent me how he had 
been alarmed by the Duke of Somerset, who told him. Mr. 

' See page 821. 
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Aires said my Lord was taken with a dead palsy, and Lady 
Northumberland said a fit of apoplexy, but yours, as I guess, 
written on Sunday, 25th April (for it has no date), gives me 
full satisfaction of the falseness of the reports, which now I can 
contradict. I should hope this warm weather will conduce to 
the wearing of those pains he is troubled with, and sure never 
was hotter in the month of April and beginning of May. My 
cabin is an arrant oven, yet our kind cousin will make Lady 
Margaret come, and is often pressing to have a day named ; 
she has put it off to the middle of May ; by that time we may 
be more temperate, or cold, perhaps, again. You^had a lucky 
season, I think, to take your journey in. I am very glad our 
dear master continues so well ; variety of airs does him no hurt. 
Pray say in your next if you are still as sick as you were ; and 
I would hear how fond Lord Rutland is of our little man. I 
have fretted mightily ; I missed his picture, for here was one 
in town all the while, who give the knowing here great expec- 
tation that he will be famous. He was some time with Sir 
Godfrey (Kneller),* and is now going to spend some time 
abroad to see and improve ; he cares not leave anything of his 
work behind, but the bishop who brought him down can make 
him ; he has learning and languages, so means to be a com- 
plete artist. I have done nothing about your things, because 
you say positively you do not care they should come with all 
your other things, so I defer till I hear again from you. I 
cannot imagine but Lady Devon or Miss Carter from her will 
take care enough of the things ; she always kept her own when 
she had any, and they will be in a very little box, and will be 
in the coach with them ; all the fear I have is they may be* 
robbed sooner than a carrier. Your sister writ once, as I 
think I sent you word, but I never heard since from her, but 
Spencer heard from Knox that Lady Devon told her lady she 

» Most probably Jervas, who was a pupil of Sir Godfrey Kneller, and 
studied at Rome. There are several portr^aits from bis pencil in the col- 
lection at Woburn Abbey. 
28 
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went three weeks henge, now it must be a fortnight. I hear 
from Mr. Hoskins, the trial for the house is to be next Thurs- 
day. Lady Digby has another son. My service to all your 
company, particularly Lord Roos. 

I am your affectionate mother. 

Spencer has been at Stratton, where he entertained the 
farmers, who had given me a day of ploughing ; so a fiddle was 
had, and your nursery-maid danced very briskly. 

For the Right Honble. 
the Lady Boos, at Hadden. 



LADY RUSSELL TO MR. THORNTON. 

I SHALL scribble this in so very much haste, that it shall not 
be addressed to my Lord Duke, but do. Sir, acquaint him that 
Lady Sunderland and all the French company came to this 
town on Tuesday ; that night we did not meet, only as Lady 
Sunderland's coach went by my door ; it stopped, and I spoke 
to her, but we were all day, both Wednesday and Thursday 
together. I saw more sights waiting upon her than I meant to 
have done at Oxford. I hear she went this morning about 
seven o'clock out of town, back to Althrope,; Lady Clincarte* 
was of the party also ; our French friends are also gone to Lon- 
don early this morning ; but Mr. Hoskins and his lady will stay 
till next week. My little box, you well know, had not much 
vacant room when all the good company was in it ; but the 
commons was college manner, so I took it should not stink of 
. meat too much. My young man never failed us, dinner nor 
supper ; but Lady Sunderland scolded much at the black gown, 
80 yesterday the colored was put on, but with black clothes 
under, which was all wrong, she said; but the French folks 
were so resolved to please him, that they approved his modesty 
and care not to exceed others in this place. 

> Clancarte. 
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I am glad the pictures are so liked. * My letter is called for. 
I must end. 



LADY RUSSELL TO MR. THORNTON. 

London, July 29, 1697- 
I THANE jou, sir, for the very good report yoa gave me of 
mj Lord Dute*s jouniey to Wobura, and in return, I choose to 
send to you the best news we have in town. A mail came in 
to-day, which brings confirmations of all the good we have 
heard, and no bad. The King is gone to Loo, which alone (I 
think) signifies a great deal. My Lord Spencer was with me 
this afternoon, and tells me that w^bilc he was at the Secretary's 
office, Sir Robert Cotton came in, and told him he had by this 
mail received a letter from Wisson' (I know not if I speU it 
right); a great man tbey my be is. He wTites thus: That the 
l>eace" is actually done between Holland, England, and France; 
the King of Spain will haye all he desires j but there remaina 
some Uttle difficulty with the Emperor, whetlier bo will have 
Strasbourge or an equivalent. Our King baa sent to him, and 
gives him a month to fix Ms resolution. Barcelona^ holds out, 
and he adds, that he believes the French King has sent orders 
to Yendosme to withdraw bis forces, in case the town be not in 
his hands ^ and also, that be has sent to all his ports that there 

^ Brr Joseph WLUtamBon is most probably hfiro intended. He was one 
of the King^a plenljioteotiflries, with the Earl of Pembroke and Lard 
Yillierfl, and Prior a3 sacretaiyi at the conforetices which ended In the 
treaty of Ryswlck. Sir Joseph was fion <if a clergyraiin in Cnmherland; 
ecjon after the Restoration he was recommended to tho Earl of Arlington, 
who employed him in translating and wntiog memorials in French, 
From this hnmble begh:ming he elevated hi tn self to the highoKt posts of 
government. He wns knighted in 1677 , He mctrriod the ei£t«r and sole 
heiresB of Charles, Dnke of Richmond. William III. confided in hinu 
He died in 1701. 

* The peace of RjHwtck, signed October 30, 1697. 

* Battjelono, besieged by Vendosme, snjrendered Aug. 15, 1697^ 
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be no act of hostOity committed. It is also verily believed by 
this day's letters, that Nevill has met with Pointis.* In this 
treaty the French King does bind himself, his heirs and succes- 
sors, to maintain friendship with Eng William, as King of 
Great Britain and Ireland, in all the rights and privileges, and 
in the same manner as he stands now possessed. 

They say that in a few days the King goes to Hansberdike," 
and that the French plenipotentiaries are to attend him, dud 
compliment him there. The Czar of Muscovy' is coming to see 
Holland, and, when he is there, the King will return to the 
army on purpose to show it himself. It is not doubted but he 
will make the King a visit at London, when it pleases God to 

* Admiral Neyill, who commanded in the West Lidies, fell in with the 
French commander, Pointis — ^the result was not tqtj glorious to the 
English arms. The miscarriage at sea created much dissatisfaclion at 
this time, and Tindal insinuates made the nation anxious for peace. 
*' Since it appears now that the French are seriously disposed to continue 
the negotiations, we must not lose an instant, but, as the proTerb says, 
* Strike the iron while it is hot.* The unfortunate loss of Barcelona, at 
this particular time, as well as the escape of Pointis, may perhaps be the 
cause of this extraordinary conduct on the part of the French, and may 
prevent the conclusion of the peace, which I thought certain." — ^William 
IIL Letters edited by Paul Grimblot, vol. i. pp. 89-61. 

' Honsleerdick is most probably here intended, a seat of King William's 
in Holland ; it would appear to have been celebrated for its orange trees, 
as in a letter from Bentinck (then Earl of Portland) to King William, he 
writes — <<The orange trees a^^Versailles are extremely large and fine, and 
very numerous; the stems are lofty and beautiful, but the crowns are not 
like those of Honsleerdick" — Grimblot, vol. i. p. 122. 

« He came to England, where King William, who had already received 
him with great attention in Holland, again gave him a courteous recep- 
tion. On his return, he carried with him several English ship-builders, 
as well as a magnificent yacht, a present from the king. Burnet said he 
was a man of brutal passion, and gives a most unfavorable character of 
him ; but Lord Hardwicke says he made a very wrong judgment of him. 
He was lodged at Sayes Court, the seat of Evelyn, who mentions, as one 
of the Czar's amusements, forcing a wheelbarrow through a fine yew 
hedge that adorned his grounds. — History of His Own Times, vol. ii. 
p. 897. 
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bring him there. I think I have poored out all the knowledge 
I have got this day, and if I can entertain good Mr. Thornton 
and his friends I have my end. My Lord Duke, I suppose, 
wants not my intelligence ; iOie does, you have it at his service, 
and my son's, for I have not written to him. 

I remain. Sir, 
Your sincere friend to serve you. 



LADY BUSSELL TO THE LADY BOOS. 

Saturday, Aug. 21, 1697. 
YoxjE sister is very well, and hopes you are near setting out ; 
indeed, it ought to be so ; for we have had so much wet, it is 
not to be hoped the way? will be good any more, but stiU 
worse. I had no letter yesterday from you. I wrote last post 
to your brother, not to you. Now it is to you, and not him. 
A short one shall serve, since I guess your time is not easy to 
get, either to yn'ite or read. Lady Normanby* was buried 
yesterday two miles beyond Windsor, without pomp. The 
Lord is gone with Lady Derby to a little place she has in the 
country ; but now the funeral is passed, come to her house in 
our square, till Berkeley House is divided. Lady Ossery told 
Lady Devon that witch was a useful companion for a widower, 
there being many pretty women thereabouts. The Czar affords 
talk, your Duke Zal (?) treated him highly, and the Duchess, 
and Duchess Brandenburg, incognito. I stood behind his 
chair at dinner, upon which he spit often, and when he had 
eat as much as he would he whistled, and then one of his 
attendants brought a broom and swept the room. He bought 
a ship at Amsterdam, and made himself a cabin very conve- 
nient. He works carpenter's work exceeding well, I am 
hastening to my work, sitting by your sister. Lady Sunder is 

> Perhaps Ursula, daughter of Colonel Stawel, widow of the Earl of 
Conwfty, first wife of John, Marquis of Normanby; afterwards, in tho 
reign of Queen Anne, Duke of Normanby and Buckingham, 

88* - 
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to be admitted to piquette this evening. My service to lords 
and ladies. 

I am ever 

Your affectionate Mother. 
For the Right Honble. the Lady Roos, 
at Hadden, in Derbyshire. 



DUKE OF BEDFORD TO LADY RUSSELL.* 

Wobum Abbey, Octr. 16, 1697. 

Dear Daughter — 

These are to let you know, that their bearer, Mr. Hicks," 
came on Wednesday hither, in expectation of meeting master 
(Lord Tavistock) here ; and how well pleased I was with his 
company and conversation ; looking upon him to be as deserv- 
ing a person as you could have made choice of, to go abroad 
with my dear grandchild. In confidence not only of his great 
kindness to him, but also of his utmost care and diligence for 
his best improvement, I have laid strict injunctions upon him, 
to follow his advice in all things that concern his soul and 
body. My Lord Roos and he came hither on Friday night, 
after long expectation ; and I am glad to see him look so very 
well of it. They intend to be with you on Monday night, God 
willing. 

I must confess it is a very great trial for me to part with 
one so dear to me as he is. But I hope God Almighty will 
hear your hearty prayers and mine, and those of his other 
friends, by watching over him abroad, and with his good hand 
of Providence, that you and all of his relations may have the 
comfort of seeing him again. If God give me life till his 
return, it will add much to the joy of it, though I dare not 

' From Miss Berry's Memoir. 

■ Trayelling tutor to Lord Tayistock; a few of his letters to Mr. 
Thornton, during their travels, are among the MSS. at Wobum Abbey; 
they are yery uninteresting. 
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promise myself that mercy, considering my declining age and 
infirmities. 

I do reckon you will send him to the Hague this winter, for 
his improvement in his exercises ; and if things be quiet in 
France, that he may go thither for some time, to his further 
improvement and satisfaction ; after which, to return home to 
the comfort of you and his friends. As for his travelling into 
Italy, I am much against it, for several reasons. I hope you 
will not let him stay very long abroad. 

So, with my constant and fervent prayers to God Almighty 
for him and yourself, with your other dear relations, I rest (not 
without some sadness at parting). 

Your most affectionate Father and Friend, 
to my last moment, 

Bedford. 



LADY RUSSELL TO MR. THORNTON. 

Tuesday. 
Good Mr. Thornton's letter was filled with many good things 
and acceptable accounts ; the chief my Lord Duke's, being so 
well as I left him, and the ladies too. I did not write on 
Saturday by that post, being very busy to dispatch Spencer. 
I find, sir, that you had a purpose to write by him, but you 
delayed too long ; however, it will go as well by post, and my 
Lord Duke's is enough for one time ; yours, which is full of 
good counsel, had better succeed it ; and come, when he will 
be at more leisure, after all the questions that are to be asked 
Spencer are past, and those letters read. Pray, sir, let my 
Lord Duke know I have a letter from Mr. Hicks, of the 26th. 
I praise God my son continued then well; the weather was 
hot, he said, which many wished cooler, lest it should increase 
distempers ; it is so here, and I hope the like there. We know 
no news here but by the prints, at least I do not, if Sir James 
tells me none, nobody else does, and at this he is very much 
taken up at Mr. Hasard's, where Lord Exeter is, and his lady 
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daughter and two sons ; they came on Thursday last from Lady 
Brownlowe's, where they saw their son married, and put to 
bed, and then, at four in the morning, went to dinner to Burly, 
seventeen miles off ; my Lady got somebody to play, sat up all 
night, so did the same at the inn the next night, and on Satur- 
day came to the aforesaid Mr. Hasard's, and this morning set 
forth for Dover ; he says he will not lie at Paris, but two miles 
off it, at St. Denis, and there take up Lady Salisbury, to add 
to their train, which Sir James says is thirty horse, jei my 
Lord is to save money by the journey. My daughter Harting- 
ton holds out very well, and I believe will do so yet some time. 
I know not that I shall get any more to say, so send it in the 
morning. Going for the first time to dine with Lady Devon- 
shire. My duty, pray, sir, to my Lord Duke, and service to the 
ladies most kindly. I am ever to good Mr. Thornton a friend 
,to serve him. 



LADY LETITIA RUSSELL TO MR. THORNTON. 

Octr. 30. 
If I had not been prevented by company the last post, I had 
returned good Mr. Thornton many thanks for his obliging let- 
ter, and also for the inclosed in Mr. Shut's behalf, to Mr. 
Whitting, who has done him great service in Whitechapel ; 
and I hope you will return my humble thanks to my Lord 
Duke, for the great favor of his recommendation, which I hope 
will be a very great means of his getting his business finished. 
The progress of their rector will be this next week, and he has 
great hopes of his side ; indeed, if I am not very much mistaken, 
he is a very good man, and a very fine preacher, otherwise I 
should not have petitioned his Grace in his behalf. I should 
be very glad to hear when your time was fiyed fpr London, for 
I never think Covent Garden looks well, till I see Bedford 
House full of candles. I suppose you know of Mr. How's 
being married to a great fortune, and also that her daughter is 
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to marry Mr. Howison, who is a lawyer, so that she will enrich 
him and his family. This day dined Dr. Hancock* with us, and 
told the ill news that his friends feared after all his charge of 
searching for a salt brine in Cheshire, that it will come to noth- 
ing, which I am extremely sorry for, having so great a charge 
of children, it would have been a good provision. I give you a 
hundred thanks for your kind wishes to my son. I hope in 
God by the next mail, to hear he has got over his very danger- 
ous fever, though he has had another little relapse, by venturing 
upon grapes unknown to his governor ; but I hope God will 
give him a heart to be thankful all his life, for a greater re- 
covery was never heard of. The wind being westerly, we can- 
not yet hear how Lord Tavistock passed his voyage, but I 
hope in God very well, for the weather and wind were very 
fine for him. My Lord and self desire you will present our 
humble duty to his Grace. We rejoice to hear he holds so 
well, and hope he will continue so in his journey. I will now 
end this, when I have assured you nobody is a more humble 
servant than 

L. R. 



LADY RUSSELL, TO LADY DE ROOS. 

I HAVE received all your letters to the last from Rome, the 
20th of August. I think I sent you word so, and repeated in 
my cousin's hand out of some ? If not all well makes me say 
no more now, because I know not how far I went, but all is 
but repeating new honors and civilities. Mr. Sherard* says the 

' Most probably Dr. Hancock, rector of St. Margaret's, Lothbury, and 
prebendary of Canterbury; he published several sermons, and a pamphlet 
on a febrifuge water, which has most probably some reference to the 
** salt brine" mentioned. 

* A gentleman who had accompanied Lord Townshend on his travels, 
and who joined Lord Tavistock at Hamburg. Admitted into the best 
foreign society at home, Lord Tavistock talks, with much enjoyment, of 
the amusements of which he partakes there during the summer of 1698. 
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prints and news-letters are fall of it in Italy, and eyery letter 
of your brother's laments his leaving it ; but Mr. Morin, the 
goldsmith, had two lines in a letter from Sir Robert Worsley's 
brother pleases me more than all. His letter is business, but 
he ends it thus : I must end this abruptly, for my Lord Tavis- 
tock calls me to go with him and take the air. Hq has all the 
honors shown his stop here that is imaginable, and he deservefi^ 
them all, for a finer gentleman^ there cannot be. Poor Morin 
was overjoyed. I could go no further by daylight, and durst 
do no more by a candle, but sign 

Your affectionate mother. 
For the Right Honble. the 
Lady Roos, at Hadden. 

«The great pleasure now is, to be in one of the open caleches, going 
about the town in the moonshiny nights. There are always some fine 
serenades, and all the best company in town taking the air till an hour 
alter midnight. I seldom fail of this diYersion, and, indeed, it is mighty 
pleasant, after the heat of the day, to be abroad sg most part of the 
night, and to hear music, and to go t^lk to anybody that one is ac- 
quainted with, with all the freedom in the world." — Miss Berrxfs Memoir^ 
p. 136. 

> Lord Tavistock continued so much pleased with this residence, and 
his way of life, that after a short visit to Naples in the autumn, he re- 
turned to pass the whole winter and carnival at Rome. An ItaliMi com- 
position, " n Tamigi GuiUvo," in his honor, is printed in "Wiffen's Me- 
moirs of the House of Russell, vol. ii. p. 302.* " The expense," says 
Miss Berry, ** entailed by his mode of living would have startled a less 
liberal mother than Lady Russell." 



* We give, as a specimen, the first canzone : — 
** Amidst those plants sublime 

Of an illustrious and heroic stem. 
Which with their flower-buds charming all the clime, 

Form for my regal brows a diadem — 
This grateful scion, that so freshly towers 

From the great Russell stock, whose worth is known 
To the wide nations, has delightful flowers. 
Sweet fruits, and boughs luxuriant of its own." 
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LADY RUSSELL TO MR. THORNTON. 

July 16, 1699. 

I WAS surprised to hear by you, good Sir, that my Lord 
Duke has been so much out of order, and I heartily thank you 
for being so particular in your information to me. It was 
sure a safe advice of the Doctor that my Lord should stay 
another week before he took his journey, and now his looseness 
is stopped I hope it will rather be of good to him than harm, 
though it were much more to be desired that he would not put 
^ Nature to such struggle to relieve herself. It is certainly very 
great strength of constitution that can overcome with no worse 
complaints — ^the present weather ought also add to his faint- 
ness, and keep him weak I doubt. I could almost be sorry my 
Lord had sat for his picture, for fear it is a trouble, and makes 
him weary : also I extremely desire it for my best room as its 
best ornament. I believe my son is very sincere in all he says 
of his great inclination to wait on his, and to do it at Wobum 
too : I trust in God he will do it in a few months, for after he 
is got to Paris, if he is desirous to come to us, I do 'not see any 
good reason we should refuse him, unless it is a bad time of 
year for one has lived so long in the heats of Italy to come 
into England near the winter. Pray hear what the Doctor 
thinks of that matter, if it should happen he should have a 
mind to come after he has been some time at Paris, which few 
people expect he will, France being an idol, much abused. 

I am glad to hear my Lord Robert and his lady are so pretty 
well again. 

The Duke of Bolton came very kindly and dined with us. 
His Duchess is coming over ; Lord Hartington went on Tues- 
day to the New Forest to meet the company assembled there. 
Upon the commissioners coming down, whom the Parliament 
appointed to inspect the forest, and inclose as they found fit, 
in order to plant and preserve the wood. Sir James Forbes is 
still with us ; he is gone to-day to dine with the Dean of Win- 
chester and his lady, who is Doctor Colidor's (?) sister. Roos 
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sends me word Lady How has a son, to Sir Scroope's* great 
joy, no doubt. Our boy here is mighty well, I bless God he 
has cut an upper tooth when we knew nothing of it; he is a 
goodly child, indeed, and entertains the whole house, for a 
better humor there cannot be. 

The best directions now to my son will be to Paris. 
A Monsieur, 
Monsieur le Marquis de Tavistock, 

chez Monsieur Claude Tourton, 

Ban", a Paris. 

I have kept my letter open till the post has come in without 
any letters from abroad, so my humble duty to my Lord shall 
close this. I mention no more about the deer, because my 
lord saying nothing to it, I conclude he has none he can con- 
veniently spare ; and my neighbors are very kind in offering to 
spare me some of theirs, and I intend to begin with a few. 
I am, sir, your friend to serve you. 



LADY EUSSELL TO THE LADY BOOS. 

Wobum, Sept. 10, 1699. Sunday. 
I CAME to Wobum, Friday the 8th, and met a letter of yours 
here without a date. You say you had the day before a letter 
from your sister, who told you I had sent you news of your 
brother, but you wanted the letter : I hope it came the next 
post, however it is now no great matter, for I can send you 
better. I met letters here, that himself, Mr. Sherard, an^ a 
footman, were got to Paris by the diligence, and Mr. Hicks 
and the baggage were to come a slower way. They came the 
10th to Paris, and wrote the 12th and 13th September, but 

* Scrope, created by King William III. Baron and Viscount Howe, of 
Clenawlj, in the kingdom of Ireland, in 1701 ; married Juliana, daughter 
of William Lord AUington, of Horseheath, his second wife, and by her 
had an only son and heir, Scrope, second Viscount 
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nothing of the smallpox yet had been alarmed at ... , 
just as we were here that it raged furiously ; but by inquiry of 
such as came from Paris they found no cause to put off their 
journey, nor could know more certainly till they got to Paris. 
Your brother has got very good lodgings, he says, and near 
Lord Manchester. He says; although he has seen much and fine 
places, yet he could not but be surprised at the sight of Paris ;* 
it is so goodly. Mr. Sherard tells me he has taken the lodgings 
for two months, and by that time the young Lord will know if 
he could have those longer, which he fancies he will, and says 
Lord Manchester tells him he cannot part with him till the end 
of February, and so he will write me word, but when they have 
been there a week or two we shall guess better. I find your 
grandfather finely well ; he eats very well and sleeps so too, 
but goes weak in his legs. I find your merry ladies have left 
you that very day you wrote, but that your gamesters remain 
by you yet. 
For the Right Honble. the Lady Roos, 
at Hadden. 



LADY RUSSELL TO MR. THORNTON. 

Wednesday morning. 
Being yesterday pretty late at Barkly House I did not read 
your letter, but this morning, I am sure, I am pleased, when I 
please my Duke, so am glad I sent the groom, the post-day 
being so far off made me do it. I shall with gladness commu- 
nicate your letter by and by. I wrote in RachePs chamber by 

* The following extract from a letter to Mr. Thornton from Mr. Heth- 
erington may not be uninteresting. ** Since the king has been at Ver- 
sailles, most of the Court are returned to Paris, and make magnificent 
figures here. *Tis diverting to see the poor rogues, that have drank 
water for so many years, go now reeling about the streets of Paris ; those 
that have stocks of old wines sell them off at low prices, that they may 
fill their cellars with this year's wines, that are so much better than the 
old." 

29 
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the post last night at large to my sister Alinton, so can say no 
more this morning, but that I hope night was well passed over 
by mother and child. I inclose the letter I received yesterday 
from Mr. HickS; but desire your excuse I have not sent back 
his last to yon. Hartington would fain hear it read, and has 
not been able yet to do it. I foolishly forgot to put it or my 
son's into my pocket when I went, but thought only of the new 
one, which I desire back by the carrier, for I think it is worth 
being read by two or three friends, and then I lay it up. I 
think my son is too much touched with the ill tongues of envy, 
but the effect it produces is good, and I thankfully bless God 
for his so Christian thoughts and professions, and hope his con- 
stancy, but I do not show his letter but to very few, for cer- 
tainly here is yet no such report or rumor as he fears and sus- 
pects there may be ; and I am now very curious to hearken, 
uid I think unless there were or till there is, it is better to be 
silent too, for people will be apt to think something is the mat- 
ter when a justification is in hand going about. I thank God 
we have it ready if there should be cause ; but Lord Harting- 
ton says this way is common in those parts, some knavish Pa- 
pist or other sets it about. 1 find fault my son names anybody, 
and pray, sir, forget he does; and never speak it. You will 
find I have blotted all that out of the letter, so that even when 
I shall now carry it to Rachel- she shall not find the names of 
anybody. I hope my Lord Duke will think I have done well, 
and my sister Alinton too ; and so nobody besides knowing it, 
it can go no further. I have warned my son, and commend 
Mr. Hicks for his cautious writing. Why should ill-blood be 
bred ? I venture to send also my son's to LordOrford, Lord Or- 
ford sent it me to read : I know it will please my Lord Duke ; 
but be sure I have it again by the carrier, for I would keep it. 
So, I fear being late, my duty and services to the ladies, con- 
cludes this from your constant friend. 
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LADY RUSSELL TO THE DUKE OF BEDFORD. 

1699. 
My Lord — , 

I beg your Grace's patience to read, rather than to hear me • 
speak, for fear of being heard ; and what I have to say, I ex- 
tremely desire may be a secret, it being highly to my son's ad- 
vantage it should be so. I do affirm this, my Lord, that no 
child you have is more tender than I am to tell you anything 
that may trouble or discompose yon. I hope what I have to 
say will not, when you have well considered my proposal. But 
first I must open the case. . 

Your grandson, although he has not lost at play as the world 
has taxed him, nor anything at all at Paris, yet, my Lord, he 
has been so faulty as to play in Italy for bigger sums than he 
ought to have done, and has been so unfortunate as to lose ; 
and, not to mince the matter to your Grace, who ought to be 
told the truth, he has lost from the time he went out of Eng- 
land, to the time he came to Paris, three thousand pounds, and 
some odd hundreds. He is so afflicted for this folly, I dare not 
aggravate his trouble. He dreads your Grace's knowing of it ; 
and he might certainly have prevailed with me to have kept his 
secret, if I could have preserved his honor, and have done it. 
I do all I can to assure him your indulgence will not suffer you 
to be sharp in your anger, when that can bring no remedy. 
The fault is committed ; and, if he keep steady to his resolu- 
tions, I hope the grief he has iglt will be for his future good, 
all the rest of his life. But the business now is, how to pay 
the money, and do it so secretly, that the inquisitive town shall 
not make it their talk and scorn, and he be exposed, as he calls 
it, as an easy gentleman, that can be cheated of his money. 
Your grandson has been so cunning in managing this matter, 
that Mr. Sherard does not know of more money lost than be- 
tween four or five hundred pounds. Mr. Hicks knows of near 
a thousand; and he came to the knowledge of that sum-by see- 
ing the poor young creature so sad and oppressed, and so sunk 
with it, that he really feared his life ; which made him beg so 
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bard to know what afflicted him so heavily, that at last he con- 
fessed the truth, crying out for the sorrow he should give his 
parents. Mr. Hicks was so compassionate and generous as to 
^ be bound for the money ; and so it was kept a secret. Your 
Grace nor I were not to know it ; and Mr. Hicks now stands 
bound for it. 

I know your Grace is paying a great deal of money for Lord 
Robert,* and cannot, if you would, give him the money ; but 
there is no cause to ask it ; if your Grace will but give me credit, 
I will not doubt to overcome the business to his comfort. Your 
Grace knows my estate is settled ; I kept a power to charge it, 
but have taken up as much as I can, and be honest. So if I 
could find credit, I dare not use it, since I should not live or 
die with comfort : and, besides that, all writings, since my fa- 
ther died to this time, must be considered by the lawyers ; and 
that will make a great noise. 

Now, I propose this : that my son and myself shall be prin- 
cipals in a bond for 3000/. I will find the money ; and if your 
'Grace will join as surety with us, I cannot but hope to compass 
it ; and without you grant to do so, I am at my wit's end what 
to do. To the best of my judgment, your Grace can never 
have any more trouble than to sign the bond. ' If my son and 
myself live, our rents will, in some reasonable time pay it off : 
if I die, what I leave is engaged, and my son bound also. If 
he outlive your Grace, it will be paid, where it properly ought 
to be, out of his own estate. If my son should die, njy estate 
will then return to me, and oe unsettled ; so I should be but 
too well enabled to pay it ; and I being principal, your Grace 
but surety, it can at no time come to be paid by you. I thought, 
after having struggled through so great a debt as your excel- 
lent son left me to pay, and without even having any friend 
bound for me, I hoped, I say, I should never have asked it ; 
but it is God's will it should be as it is : and who should I apply 

* Lord Itobert Russell, his fourth son. He married Letitia, widow of 
Thomas Check, Esq., and died without children. 
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to besides yourself? If you will be so good to pity him, and 
be bound with bim and me, it will be an unspeakable consola- 
tion to hiA and me, and preserve his credit. If your Grace 
dares trust me, none but Spencer shall know of the money be- 
ing taken up ; nor he shall not how it is laid out, but that your 
Grace helps us for present use. If you refuse, I know not what 
to do, but must try my friends ; for I must, if it be possible, 
help my child this one time, and no more. I hope I have ex- 
pressed myself that your Grace may understand my meaning to 
be this : I will find the 3000^. and be bound, and also my son, 
only to give us credit, I beg your Grace will be so good as to 
be bound with us : it will give a mighty ease to the mind of 
your dutiful daughter.^ 
Friday, December 22, 1699. 



LADY RUSSELL TO LADY ROOS. 

Thursday. 
I HAD written Thursday, with intentions to have gone on 
with my letter, but, being prevented till daylight was gone, am 
forced by another hand to tell you that I have received yours, 
axkd shall be very glad to have two or three lines every post till 
your child is well again, though I hope all danger is over. 
Your sister has dined here to-day, and seems very well if she 
takes no cold to-day. Lord Bedford came last night to town 
very well. The letters due on Tuesday from France are not 
yet come in, but your brother was so well in the last that I have 
no solicitude about it. The marriage I sent you word of last 

' " Of the extent of his losses at play Lady Russell was not aware till 
his return to England towards the end of the year 1699, when she found 
the amount so considerable as to oblige her to address herself to her 
grandfather to assist her as a security in raising money. The considerate 
manner in which she addresses the Duke, and in which she speaks of the 
errors of the young, is a sufficient reason for the affectionate confidence 
placed in her by both." — Note in Miss Berry^a Memoir, 

29* 
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week takes up the talk, that it hardly gives place to the ball. 
Your aunt Anglesea* made me a visit this afternoon, and tells 
her story how on Monday her son came to beg her jJardon that 
he was married (as he was on Saturday), and had not told her. 
She replied : " My dear, I forgive you, and wish you well and 
her too, and if I meet her in a third place, I shall use her with 
the respect due to your lady, but I never desire to see her in 
my house." My lord asked her if he might come to her house ; 
she said: "Yes, my dear, I have not the heart to forbid you, 
nor any child of mine, nor have any objection to the person of 
your wife, but for one circumstance, and that I cannot excuse." 
Then she continued, saying how he had often asked her advice, 
and she had always told him if he pleased himself she should 
be pleased^ whether she had fortune or no fortune, quality or 
no other quality than being bom a gentlewoman, but she de- 
sires she might be one might bring no blot or stain upon her 
family; this he had disobeyed, and that was her grief. Lady 
Dorchester's passion seems to be weaker ; she told Mrs. Vernon 
though she would take her own time to see her daughter, she 
would take it kindly if anybody else that did and has seen. My 
Lord Anglesea and his bride has given new life to the ball, for 
now she dances, so does Lady Essex ; Lady Betty Cavendish 
ever designed it, and some say the Duchess of St. Albans, 
Lady Standly, Mrs. Godfrey, &c. If more matter of this kind, 
my letter should be longer. I hear this afternoon that Lady 
Gilford is so ill they think she won't live. I have not forgot 
the elder water, but cannot get it yet; the Duchess of Somer- 
set gave it my daughter ; she meant to try to-day if Lady Dar- 
by could help her to it. Has Lady Catharine tried the bath ? 
it cured me of a colick in the stomach that nothing else in seven 
years had done. 

* Elizabeth, daughter of the Duke of Rutland, married James, Earl of 
Anglesey : the marriage in question was most probably that of her eldest 
son James, to Catherine, natural daughter of King James IL, by Cathe- 
rine, daughter of Sir Charles Sedley, Baronet. 
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LADY RUSSELL TO KING WILLIAM. 

Indorsed hy Lady Russell: ** My letter to the King, some 
days after Lord Bedford died, which was on Tth September, 
IT 00."* 

I AM first to ask your Majesty's pardon for the liberty I take 
to trouble you with a letter ; but I think it a duty incumbent 
upon me, after acquainting your Majesty of the Duke of Bed- 
ford's death, as he has left me his executor ; his George is in 
my custody, and I beg to receive your Majesty's commands, 
whether it be your pleasure that my son should immediately 
bring it over to you, or that it shall remain in my possession, 
till we are blessed with your Majesty's return to England. My 
ignorance in things of this nature makes me presume to beg 
the honor of your commands, that I may not be wanting in the 
duty and respect that I shall always pay to your Majesty ; and 
since, Sir, I presume on your goodness to forgive a woman's 
troubling you, be pleased to permit me, with great submission 
to your better determination, to make a request in favor of my 
son, that if you would please to think him worthy of the honor 
to wear a Garter* his grandfather so long enjoyed, not only my 
son, but I know the whole family would always look upon it 
as a mark of your grace and favor to them ; and if anything 
could make them show a greater zeal for your service than 
they now do, it would be the honor you bestow on this young 
man, who, I hope, will live to serve your Majesty with a duty 
and faithfulness becoming the son of such a grandfather, and 
father. And here. Sir, I must put a conclusion to my letter, 

* The Duke of Bedford died in his eighty-seventh year, and was in- 
terred in the family vault of Chenies. A funeral sermon was preached 
by Dr. Freeman, at the desire of the King. The sermon, as already 
mentioned, was printed. Lady Orford, in a letter to Mr. Thornton, says : 
<<He wants us no more, though all that knew him must always miss him.'' 

* The order was conferred upon him. 
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still begging your Majesty's pardon, if I have presumed to do 
what I ought not to have done ; and that you will please to 
look upon me as the most faithful of 

Your Majesty's 
Most obedient subjects and servants. 



LADY RUSSELL TO LADY GRANBY. 

Tuesday, Nov. 2. 
I KNOW you will be glad to be assured your brother is well 
at Southampton House; he came between three and four 
o'clock, before we had dined. I troubled you to read to little 
purpose, but I did not dream of his coming till after I had 
written. He says his tongue is sore still, but he is very well, 
he says, but was very foolish, I think, not to bleed after his 
fall. I know not, till I have seen your brother, where I am to 
direct this, but I suppose Lof^iam^ is not to be left so sooa 
but this will find you there, where you will want no news that 
I can write. The Queen visits St. James's to see her building, 
but returns to Kensington ; sees no company. She cannot set 
her foot to the ground ; has a chair made so well that it is 
lifted with her in it into the coach, and then she moves herself 
to the seat, and the chair taken away. Some fancy the Parlia- 
ment will be adjourned for some days ; some think otherwise, 
but certainly the Queen intends to get to the House. Lord 
Marlborough and Lord Portland came on Friday or Saturday, 
but our King of Spain is not like to come this fortnight. The 
Dutch not ready. I doubt so far I had written before dinner, 
and if Sir James be a good author, I was wrong about our 
King of Spain, for Lord Malborough says he meant, if the 
wind was fair, to set sail this very day. The sword the said 
lord had presented him is the neatest thing was ever seen, and 
is very rich too ; the top is one entire diamond. The Duke of 

* Luffenham, Rutlandshire. 
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Somerset is in town, but upon the wing. When Sir George 
Rook gives notice where the King is like to land. I will take 
care about the bottle of Lady Allen's water, which I am sorry 
I forgot, and you could not remember ; but your Ladyship has 
also forgot to give me an answer about the pearl, or to send 
it. It is post time, so this must be ended. 
For the Right Honble. 
the Lady Granby. 



LADY RUSSELL TO KING WILLIAM. 

Sir— 

I rather choose to trouble your Majesty with a letter, than 
be wanting in my duty, in the most submissive manner ima- 
ginable, to acknowledge the honor and favor I am told your 
Majesty designs for Lord Rutland and his family, in which I 
am so much interested. 

It is an act of great goodness. Sir, in you ; and the generous 
manner you have been pleased to promise it in, makes the 
honor, if possible, greater. As you will lay an eternal obliga- 
tion on that family, be pleased to allow me to answer for all 
those I am related to ; they will look on themselves equally 
honored with Lord Rutland, by your favor to his family, and 
I am sure will express their acknowledgments to your Majesty 
in the most dutiful manner, to the best of their services ; in 
which I earnestly desire my son Bedford may exceed, as he has 
been first, and early honored with the marks of your favor. 
And I hope I may live to see your Majesty has bestowed one 
more upon him, who appears to me to have no other ambition, 
except what he prefers above all others, making himself ac- 
ceptable to your Majesty, and living in your good opinion. 

I presume to say, I believe there is no fault in his intentions 
of duty towards your Majesty, nor, I trust, ever will be ; and 
that, as his years increase, his performances will better declare 
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the faithfulness of his mind, which will hugely enlarge the com- 
forts of 

Your Majesty's most humble, most dutiful, 

and most obedient servant. 
Lady Russeirs indorsement on the foregoing letter is in these words : 
"To the King, 1701-2, about first of March, and found in his pocket 
when dead.*' 



LADY RUSSELL TO LADY GRANBY. 

Tuesday, 1703. 
I HAVE been under great anxiety, so till the post came yes- 
terday, for though Belvoir is so strong a building, I feared acci- 
dents there as little as anywhere ; yet so many fatal and dismal 
ones have fallen upon so many, that would justify a mighty 
apprehension. I bless God we are all well ; but the chimney, 
where my son and his wife lay, fell, and the bricks and soot 
coming down the chimney, made them rise at six o'clock, and 
come to my drawing-room ; the wall of the garden fell next the 
field, and all the trees beat one side to the very ground ; but at 
Stretton my loss is worse in all respects, my farms torn to 
pieces, com and hay dispersed, seen hanging on the trees, and 
among trees near the house ; the fir grove, as Richard writes, 
entirely broken and torn up by the roots. I send Spencer to- 
morrow to see if it is in nature possible to get up a row round 
the ground. Hampshire is all desolation; Devon House 
escaped better than any house I hear of. Many killed in coun- 
try as well as in town.* Lady Penelopie [Wichlesse ?] killed 

* The storm here alluded to is most probably the " Great Storm" of 
1708 — one of the most terrible that eyer raged in England. The loss 
BQftalned in London alone was calculated at 2,000,0001. sterling. The 
number of persons drowned in the floods of the Severn and Thames, and 
lost on the coast of Holland, and in ships blown from their anchors and 
neyer heard of afterwards, is thought to have been 8000. Twelve men- 
of-war, with more than 1800 men on board, were lost within sight of their 
own shore. Trees were torn up by their roots, 17,000 of them in Kent 
alone. It was in this storm that the Bishop of Bath and Wells and hia 
ladj were killed in bed, at their palace in Wells. 
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in her bed at their country house, and he, in the same bed, 
found a piece of timber falling between his legs, and kept oif 
the bricks, but it is innumerable the mischiefs and the preserva- 
tions ; sea matters yet too uncertain. So certain Beaumont is 
lost, and wonderfully lamented, and five ships upon the sand. 
No news that is to be relied on of Sir Cloudesley Shovel, and 
we sorry your Lord lost his match ; but really the present cala- 
mity takes up all my thoughts. It is time to dine, so must 
end this 

From your affectionate Mother. ' 



LADY RUSSELL TO HER SON, THE DUKE OF BEDFORD. 

Stratton, July, 1706. 
When I take my pen to write this, I am, by the goodness 
and mercy of God, in a moderate and easy state of health — a 
blessing I have thankfully felt through the course of a long life, 
which (with a much greater help) the contemplation of a more 
durable state, has maintained and upheld me through varieties 
of providences and'conditiofls* of life. But all the delights and 
sorrows of this mixed state must end ; and I feel the decays 
that attend old age creep so fast on me,^ that, although I may 
yet get over some more years, however, I ought to make it my 
frequent meditation, that the day is near, when this earthly 
tabernacle shall be dissolved, and my immortal spirit be re- 
ceived into that place of purity where no unclean thing can 
enter ; there to sing eternal praises to the great Creator of all 
things. With the Psalmist, I believe, " at his right hand there 
are pleasures for evermore :" and what is good and of eternal 
duration, must be joyful above what we can conceive ; as what is 

' "Lady Russell now saw'her son established in all the honors of his 
race, with a wife who seems to have justified the choice she had made for 
him, and by whom he was the happy father of several children." — Mita 
Berry. 

2 Lady Russell was now past seventy years of age. 
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evil and of like duration, must be despairingly miserable. And 
now, my dear child, I pray, I beseech you, I conjure you, my 
loved son, consider what there is of felicity in this world, that can 
compensate the hazard of losing an everlasting easy being ; and 
then deliberately weigh, whether or no the delights and grati- 
fications of a vicious or idle course of life are such, that a wise 
or thoughtful man would choose or submit to. Again, fancy its 
enjoyments at the height imagination can propose or suggest 
(which yet rarely or never happens, or if it does, as a vapor soon 
vanishes) ; but let us grant it could, and last to fourscore years, 
is this more than the quickest thought to eternity ? Oh, my 
child I fix on that word, eternity I Old Hobbes,* with all his 
fancied strength of reason could never endure to rest or stay 
upon that thought, but ran from it to some miserable amuse- 
ment. I remember to have read of some man, who, reading in 
the Bible something that checked him, he threw it on the 
ground ; the book fell open, and his eye fixed on the word 
eternity, which so struck upon his mind, that he from a bad 
liver, became a most holy man. Certainly nothing besides the 
belief of reward and punishment can make a man truly happy 
in his life, at his death, and after death. Keep innocency, 
and take heed to the thing that is right ; for that shall bring a 
man peace at the last — peace in the evening of each day, peace 
in the day of death, and peace after death. For my own part, 
I apprehend, I should not much care (if free from pain) what 
my portion in this world was — ^if a life to continue, perhaps 
one year, or twenty, or eighty ; but then, to be dust, not to 
know or be known any more — ^this is a thought has something 

* He could not endure to be left in an empty house, and whenever his 
friend and patron, the Earl of Deyonshire, removed from Ghatsworth to 
Hardwick, he would go with him. "When he was in a very weak con- 
dition, he dared not be left behind, but made his way upon a feather-bed 
in a coach, though he survived the journey but a few days. He could 
not bear any discourse of death, and seemed to cast off all thoughts of 
it; he delighted to reckon, though then upwards of ninety years of age, 
upon longer life. 
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of horror in it to me, and idways had ; and would make wm 
careless, if it were to be long or sHbrt ; but to live, to die, to 
live again, has a joy in it; and how inexpressible is that joy, 
if we secure an humble hope to live ever happily ; and this we 
may do, if we take care to live agreeably to our rationid facul- 
ties, which also best secures health, strength, and peace of 
mind, the greatest blessings on earth. Believe the Word oi 
God, the Holy Scriptures, the promises uid threats contained 
in them : and what most obstructs our doing so, I am per- 
suaded, is fear of punishment. Look up to the firmament, and 
down to the deep, how can any doubt a divine power ? And 
if there is, what can be impossible to infinite power ? Then, 
why an infidel in the world ? And if not such, who then would 
hazard a future state for the pleasure of sin a few days i No 
wise man, and, indeed, no man that lives and would deserve 
to see good days ; for the laws of God are grateful. In his 
Gospel, the terrors of majesty are laid aside, and He speaks in 
the still and soft voice of his Son incarnate, the fountain and 
spring whence flow gladness. A gloomy and dejected counte- 
nance better becomes a galley-slave than a Christian, where 
joy, love, and hope should dwell. The idolatrous heathen per- 
formed their worsh^) with trouble and terror; but a Christian, 
and a good liver, with a merry heart and lightsome spirit : for, 
examine and consider well, where is the hardship of a virtuous 
life ? (when we have moderated our irregular habits and pas- 
sions, and subdued them to the obedience of reason and re- 
ligion.) We are free to all the innocent gratifications and de- 
lights of life ; and we may lawfully, nay, further, I say we ought 
to rejoice in this beautiful world, and all the conveniences and 
provisions, even for pleasure, we find in it ; and which, in muck 
goodness, is afforded us to sweeten and allay the labors and 
troubles incident to this mortal state, nay, ins^arable, I be- 
lieve, by disappointments, cross accidents, bad health, unkind 
returns for good deeds, mistakes even among friends, and what 
is most touching, death of friends. But in the worst of these 
calamities, the bought of a happy eternity does not alone sup- 
30 
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port, but also reviye the spirit of a man ; and he goeth forth to 
his labor with inward comfort, till the evening of his day (that 
is, his life on earth), and with the Psalmist, cries out : " I will 
consider the heavens, even the work of thy fingers, the moon 
and the stars, which thou hast ordained : What is man that 
thou art mindful of him, or the son of man that thou shouldest 
BO regard him ?" Psalm viii. " Thou madest him lower than 
the angels, to crown him with glory." Here is matter of praise 
and gladness. *' The fool," as the Psalmist expresses it, **hath 
said in his heart, there is no God." Or, let us consider the man, 
who is content to own an invisible power, yet tries to believe, 
that when man has done living on this earth he lives no more : 
but I would ask, if any of these unhappy creatures are fully 
persuaded, or that there does not remain in those men, at times 
(as in sickness, or sober thoughtfulness), some suspicion or 
doubt, that it may be other than they try to think. And sX- 
though they may, to shun such a thought, or be rid of such a 
contemplation, run away from it to some unprofitable diversion, 
or, perhaps, suffer themselves to be rallied out of such a 
thought, so destructive to the way they walk in ; yet, to be 
sure, that man does not feel the peace and tranquillity he does, 
who believes a future state, and is a good man. For, although 
this good man, when his mind may be clouded with some 
calamity, very grievous to him, or the disorder of vapors to a 
melancholy temper, I say, if he is tempted to some suspicion, 
that it is possible it may be other than he believes (pray ob- 
serve), such a surmise or thought, nay, the belief, cannot drive 
him to any horror : he fears no evil, because he is a good man, 
and with his life all sorrow ends too ; therefore, it is not to be 
denied he is the wisest man who lives by the Scripture rule, and 
endeavors to keep God's laws. First, his mind is in peace and 
tranquillity ; he walks sure who keeps innocence, and takes 
heed to the thing that is right : 2dly. He is secure God is his 
friend, that Infinite Being ; and He has said : '' Come unto me, 
ye that are heavy laden, my yoke is easy :" but guilt is, cer- 
tainly, a heavy load; it sinks and damps the spirits. ''A 
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wounded spirit who can bear ?" And the evil subtle spirit 
waits (I am persuaded) to drive the sinner to despair ; but 
godliness makes a cheerful heart. 

Now, O man I let not past errors discourage : who lives and 
sins not ? God will judge the obstinate, profane, unrelenting 
sinner, but, full of compassion to the work of his own hand, if 
they will cease from doing evil and learn to do well, pray for 
grace to repent, and endeavor with that measure which will be 
given, if sincerely asked for ; for at what time soever a sinner 
repents (but observe, this is no license to sin, because at any 
time we may repent), for that day we may not live to see ; and 
so, like the fool in the parable, our lamps be untrimmed ^hen 
we are called upon. Remember, that to forsake vice is the 
beginning of virtue ; and virtue certainly is most conducive to 
content of mind and a cheerful spirit. He (the virtuous man) 
rejoiceth with a friend in the good things he enjoys ; fears not 
the reproaches of any ; no evil spirit can approach to hurt him 
here, or accuse him in the great day of the Lord, when every 
soul shall be judged according as they have done good or evil. 
Oh, blessed state I fit for life, fit for death I In this good state 
I wish and pray for all mankind ; but most particularly, and 
with all the ardor I am capable of, to those I have brought into 
the world, and those dear to them. Thus are my fervent and 
frequent prayers directed — ^that you may die the death of the 
righteous, and to this end that Almighty God would endue 
you all with spiritual wisdom, to discern what is pleasing in 
his sight* 



LADY RUSSELL TO LADY DE ROOS. 

Saturday, Sept. 6, 1707. 
Expecting the Duke and Duchess of Somerset this evening, 
I am writing to dispatch a letter, not being sure how I can 
dispose of my houjrs the days of their being here. Your sister 

} From Miss Berry's Memoir. 
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gays they both design to come hither from Windsor, but I 
gness that will be but for a little time, and would not have her 
fatigue herself for a few days. I suppose your Lord is with 
you before this, and conclude he will have heard nothing at 
Lord Wharton's that wOl settle your head about your sons. 
I am of your Lord's mind, that a man who has lived in a 
oonntry vilkge will even at present not know enough of the 
world to Hto in a family like yours, and I think I have in some 
of mine mentioned to that purpose. I have been talking to 
Mr. Harborough if he knew anything of the ushw : Lord Cart- 
wright mentioned his name, Oallot; he says no, not by sight, 
but he knows one Mr. Caswal, that was fir^ usher and married, 
and because he mi^ed, the master would not let him continue, 
10 he set up a school in Westminster, and has about eighty 
schc^ars, and has \xstt the great school. Now he remembers, 
he says, that Callot and he were near joining, and if they 
had it was thought the great school had been hurt much more, 
but something about pre-eminence broke them off ; and Callot 
seeing Mr. Caswal thrive so well, set up too. Whether he did 
not hit so well, or why he gave it over he does not know, but 
it seems he is now mtksac to the grea^ school, and a great burden 
it is, he says, to discharge well, and all the lesser boys are the 
care. Now he knows Mr. Caswal very wdl, and a most extra- 
ordinary man he is for goodness as well as learning, and would 
give a faithful character, but he says that Doctor Bently 
threatening to put him, Callot, out of the book, is a good sign 
that he is a man of parts, and so they want him at times of 
great exercises, and at their acts I suppose. But he says, 
though he has but 30/. a year, yet he, perhaps, makes it up 
100/. other ways by gifts. It is ordinary at Christmas for the 
children's friends to give a guinea, some two, so that it may 
not be so very easy to get him if he is so very deserving. When 
you have talked all this, young Lord, if you care for inquiring 
this way by Mr. Caswal, it is soon done, and no doubt you know 
some know Bently well enough. 

Talking about the matter, Mr. Harborough was saying Saul 
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was a very good ^holar he thonght, and Englishmen were in- 
clined to approve of their way of learning, for this reason only, 
that if by accident or idleness they had forgot, they knew where 
to find it, and so recover themselves ; but the other way being 
by example, not rule, they know not where to go for it ; but 
this by the by, and not to the purpose, but I set down all I 
hear : indeed, if the usher did hit, and not being a divine, he 
might be a jewel, and be ever for one use or another. His 
age, as he, Mr. Scarborough I mean, guesses, must be twenty- 
six — a good age enough, but remember figure ; that he be not 
unsightly ; for he might be as Mr. Flumo was with Lord Sun- 
derland in all places, if he would learn French, which an in- 
genious man would soon do. I have put the question to Mr. 
Moor, so take my leave for this time, and if I want time shall 
scribble to Pulse. 



LORD ORFORD TO LADY RUSSELL. 

Madam — 

If I thought the account I am going to give your Ladyship 
of Wobum and the master of it, would be disagreeable to you, 
I should ease you of the trouble of this letter. I am newly 
come from thence, where I stayed a whole week, and upon my 
word, I never was' better pleased to see the Duke and Duchess 
of Bedford both extreme easy in their house, and living with 
the greatest order and decorum that it is possible, so discreet, 
keeping a very good table, and everything in the house as 
regular and in good order as I have seen in any family that 
pretends the most to economy. Your son busies himself with 
improving his park and grounds, and has got the reputation of 
a great husbandman. I have told them the fear I am under is 
his growing covetous, which I think is a fault for a man of his 
quality and estate, next to running into a greater debt than 
one can pay. I endeavored to persuade him to be some years 
longer in paying off his debt, and to allow himself more that 
he may complete his house for his dwelling to his own mind, 

30* 
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but I find his thonghts and heart is folly set to put himself 
beforekaad in the worid, which cannot be aecoumted an act of 
indiscretion. If I may be b^eyed, I hare not for many years 
had a tmer satisfoction than obserring, the time I was th^e, 
the Duke o( Bedford's behayior in all respects, for as much as 
I have a concern for the wdl-being of the fieunily, and a zeal 
not common fot the son of a mim I passionately lore, and a 
mother I have, without a conq)Hment, the greatest honor imd 
respect for imaginable; and I now have great pleasure in 
thinking I shall hare good reason to vahie this present Bnke 
of Bedford, not only as I have the honor to be related to him, 
but for his own virtae and honoral^e principles. He has a 
very good nnderstanding, and his late proceedings show him 
to have a true sense c^ honor and parts. From all which it is 
very easy to believe he will see as a man of his quality ought 
to do, and as that family has always done since they have been 
termed noble. Upon my word, I write this with great pleasure, 
possibly with greater than I can well express. God has blessed 
him with fine children, I hope and depend they will have many 
more. He shows himself a fond husband and kind father, two 
very good things. 

And now. Madam, I must not conclude without telling you 
my complaints. Picket was the evening's diversion, in which 
I, poor man, was a terrible sufferer. A pound a night hardly 
did my business, and not one pool in all that time came to my 
share. You may judge. Madam, what trouble and concern I 
lay under at my ill fortune, or rather ill play. I would fain 
have prevailed with him to come to Chippenham this Newmar- 
ket meeting, but he will not stir this year, but makes me hope 
I shall see him here if we live so long as the next summer ; and 
then I have a proposal to make, which I hope will not be de- 
nied me, because it will be the greatest pleasure and satisfac- 
tion I can ever propose to myself for the few years that I have 
in course of nature to crawl about (insignificant as I am). The 
business is, to have the honor of your Ladyship's company with 
all your sons and daughters at this poor place. I shall be very 
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happy to see you all together under my roof. I will undertake 
to contrive the journey to be easy for you without the trouble 
of a long day's journey, nor to have the uneasiness of being at an 
inn by the way ; and the greatest compliment and demonstra- 
tion I can show for such an honor is, instead of allowing one 
pound a day for cards, I will come up to one and a half. And 
now, Madam, I have troubled you with a rery long letter : I 
have nothing more than to c^er you ten thousand pardons for 
taking up so much of your time, and to conclude with what I 
shall for ever be, with the greatest truth and respect, 

Madam, 
Your Ladyship's most faithful and obedient 
Humble servant, 

Orford.* 



LADY RUSSELL TO THE DUCHESS OF DEVONSHIRE. 

Saturday, August 12, 1708. 
At present I feel so small a content in writing or reading let- 
ters, that I should not choose it to entertain myself or you; for 
there is but one subject to think or speak of — one that is not to 
be cast off, nor yet digested. For my part, I can bring no seri- 
ous, thinking, considering thought ; but, turn it all ways, it 
ever centres in the same one I love not to name : it is dismal ; 
but I throw it away as often as I can, since no result is so taken 
from my opinion. But my heart must care for those I love (I 
hope) better than my old self, because so much younger : per- 
haps, if as near fourscore as I am, I might be more indifferent.* 
But all this is a digression from the matter I took my pen to 
set down. I hear you are going, or perhaps golie, to Woburn, 
from whence your brother seems to intend to leave in a fortnight 

* From the Devonshire Papers ; it is already pnnted in Mr. Wiffen's 
Memoir of the House of Russell ; but it appeared desirable to introduce 
it again here. 

* To what this alludes the editor has not been able to discoYcr. 
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as I hear. Now Doctor Sloane' told Spencer there had been 
three gone out of Streatham House of the smallpox ; and more 
died in that parish this summer than any year since the plague, 
by very many. Now if to change from an infected air to a 
better is thought less safe than staying in it, sure to leave a 
healthy one for one not so must be yet more to be apprehended ; 
but any caution from me may not take : but if you, when with 
them in talk, put the question, if the Doctor would thinks it 
advisable, being all well where they are, to change nearer Lon- 
don, it will not be misunderstood ; imd when they have con- 
sidered, they must choose for themselves : but if so near, your 
brother will be so oft in London that it will be very happy if 
he escapes.* When I left London my sister Robert' was so 
positive Lady Bedford had resolved to continue at Wobum, 
that she would not credit my saying I did not know it ; and 
added, she was sure she had bespoke her midwife ; but I thought 
that might be in case of need. If wavering, a word in season 
may settle it. My service to your Lord and self, with my poor 
prayers for all mercies and blessings to you both, and yours, 
closes this firom K. B. 

All kind service to Mr. Charlton. I desire he will suppress 
vapors : none on earth knows what is to come. 



^ LADY RUSSELL TO SIR JONATHAN TRELAWNEY,* BISHOP OP 

EXETER. 

My Lord — 

I am much obliged to your Lordship for the account you 
give me of your transactions with Mr.. Reinolds, and the vicar 

* The celebrated Sir Hans Sloane, at that time physician to Christ's 
Hospital. 

' Within three years afterwards he fell a sacrifice to the disease his 
mother so much dreaded for him. 

* Lady Robert Russell. 

* " He was a younger son of Sir Jonathan Trelawney, of Pelynt, in 
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of Tavistock, esteeming the pains you have tak^i in being so 
particular, both as a respect and as proceeding from the same 
motive that inclined me to speak with your Chancellor, which 
was, that this matter might be amicably composed. The late 
Dnke of Bedford was a person of great jostice, moderation, 
and courtesy, from which, if he ever swerved, I dare say, it 
wa» only through misinformation ; but, in managing his busi- 
ness he w€w regular to his method, doing it all generally by 
Im officers, and very reserved to his friends and relations. I 
never knew anything of this difference till some time s^ter his 
Grace's death, that Mr. Rdnolds, his chief steward, applying 
himself to me, among other things, acquainted me therewith, 
which he did upon occasion of a letter he had lately received 
from the vicar, wherein he gave him to understand that your 
Lordship had renewed your prosecution, and that he was under 
some apprehensions my son would not support him as his 
grandfather would have done ; to which, out of pity to the 
grief and fear he expressed, I ordered the steward to reply to 
this e&et : That my son being at Newmarket he could give 

Cornwall; but his elder brother dying in. 1680, he inherited the title of 
Baronet. He was a man of polite manners, competent learning, and un- 
common knowledge of the world. He was a true son and friend of the 
Church, and exerted himself with courage and alacrity, with magna- 
nimity and address, in defence of her just rights and priyiieges. He was 
fViendly and opem, §&a/&P0VLa and charitable ; was a good companion and 
a good i»an. He was succesuvely Bishop of Bristol, Exeter, and Win- 
chester." — Granger' 9 Biographical Dictionary y vol. iv. p. 621. 

While Bishop of Exeter, he was one of the seven sent to the Tower, 
1688 ; his imprisonment caused a great commotion among his country- 
men in Cornwall. " All over the county the peasants chanted a ballad, 
of which the burden is still remembered : — 

« And shall Trelawney die, and shall Trelawney die ? 
Then thirty thousand Cornish boys will know the reason why.* 

" The miners from their caverns re-echoed the song with a variation: — 

* Then twenty thousand under ground will know the reason why.* " 

Macaulat. 
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him, at present, no answer from him ; bat I bid him tell him 
from me that I did not doubt but my son would assist him in 
all things that were just and reasonable ; and, resolving to get 
a relation of it as soon as I could from your Lordship's side, 
I found means to discourse with Doctor Edisbury, your Chan- 
cellor, of which, I suppose, he has given you a better account 
than I can. Had I not observed, that most of the differences 
that arise from not having patience, or not using proper means 
to be truly informed, I should have thought you had singled 
out this man ; but by the course I took I soon understood your 
orders were general. I agree, my Lord, the vicar ought to 
observe the rubric, and obey all your canonical injunctions ; I 
am sensible what good effect singing psalms musically has had, 
in several parishes ; and I am sorry a man, especially in so 
populous a place, should need to be ordered to read prayers 
Wednesdays and Fridays. In short, my Lord, neither I, nor 
any that I can persuade, will assist in opposing your just 
authority ; and, saving that we are not of their mind who 
would lay pains and penalties .upon people for not conforming 
to its worship, we are, as much as any, for supporting the 
Church of England, and encouraging communion with it. 

I am satisfied, my Lord, there are many would be very in- 
considerablef were it not for being fierce of a party ; and for 
that end they keep up a dissension, when the reason of it is 
ceased ; but I wish those whom I am concerned for to value 
men according to their worth, and not for being of a party, 
and to be assured irreligious and immoral men, of whatever 
party they are, or whatever they profess, can never be true to 
Mend or country, wanting the principles that should make them 
80. It highly imports my son to inquire into the things your 
Lordship relates of an officer of his ; and if what he writ to 
one of the gentlemen you mention be extant, and were put into 
my son's hands, it would be an undeniable proof, and put the 
matter past all out-facing. I cannot conclude, before I give 
your Lordship my thanks for your obliging letters, and your 
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favor to the vicar, upon our account. My son will order hig 
steward to advise him to be more observant for the future, and 
to let him know he must expect no countenance from him, if 
lie be irregular. 

I am, your Lordship's. 



BURNET, BISHOP OF SALISBURY, TO LADY RUSSELL. 

I CANNOT keep myself from writing, though I cannot tell 
how to express the deep sense I have of this new heavy stroke 
with which God is trying your faith and patience. To lose the 
only son of such a father,^ who was become so truly his son in 

* The death of her son Wriothesley, second Duke of Bedford, K. G., 
"a child of many tears and prayers." The following summary of his 
character is taken from WifFen's Memoirs of the House of Russell: "Of 
Wriothesley, Duke of Bedford, few particulars remain to be communi- 
cated. To floriculture, as well as landscape gardening and agriculture, 
he appears to have been much devoted ; in one of his letters to Sir Hans 
Sloane, in 1709, he seeks to tempt that philosopliic yirtuoso and amiable 
man to Woburn, by stating that he was about receiving * a great number 
of rarities, and particularly a large collection of ranunculi from Candia, 
such a one as he believes was never before seen in England.* In these 
pursuits, which Lord Bacon terms * the purest of human pleasures,' and 
in collecting and perusing the rare and valuable books which he was con- 
stantly adding to his library, his tranquil years passed on. Yet, although 
passionately fond of his retirement in the country, he was not inattentive 
to his public duties. Whilst naturally attached to the great principles 
for which his father had laid down his life, he took a part of much mode- 
ration in the high disputes that agitated the reign and the parliaments of 
Queen Anne. He had been so far disposed to support what were con- 
sidered the interests of the Church of England, as to vote in 1703 for 
the bill against occasional conformity, but in 1710, when he saw the pas- 
sion of the time for absolute intolerance and bigotry, he was anxious to 
record his adherence to the great cause of civil and religious liberty, and 
in the memorable trial of Sacheverel gave his vote against that fiery 
zealot" 

"At his death-bed," says Miss Berry, "we find only his mother re- 
ceiving his last words, soothing his last moments, and pointing his last 
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• 

all respecte, is, indeed, anew opening a deep wound, which God 
had, by many special providences, for several years, been bind- 
ing np and healing. Bat now you will see, whether you can 
truly say, ** Not my will, but thy will be done." For God's 
sake, do not abandon yourself once more into a deep incon- 
solable melancholy ; rouse np the spirit God has given you, 
and say : " The Lord has given, the Lord has taken ; blessed 
be the name of the Lord." When God took his blessed 
father, he was left as a branch to spring up in his stead ; now 
God has taken him ; but the branches are left in whom he is to 
live again. Remember you are now much older than when 
you suffered yourself to sink so much under a great though a 
just load. You cannot now stand under what you bore then ; 
and you do not know but that, as God has helped you in so 
eminent a manner to do your duty to your own children, he 
may yet have a great deal for you to do to your children's 
children ; and, therefore, study to compose your spirits into a 
resignation to the holy will of God, and see what remains for 
you yet to be done, before your course is finished. I could 
not help giving this vent to that true and hearty concern I 
have in everything that touches you in so tender a part. I 
can do no more but follow this with my most earnest prayers 
to the God of all comfort for you and all yours, more particu- 
larly for the sweet remnante of him, whom God has ti^en to 
Himself. 

I am, beyond all expression, 
Madam, 
Your most humble and most obedient servant, 

Gi. Sarum. 
Salisbory, May 80, 1711. 

thoughts to that heaven which she was again to prove ^ves means of 
support in present, and of eonsolation in future, for all misfortunes, how- 
ever severe or repeated, to which .we haye not ourselves contributed." 
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LADY RUSSELL TO THE EARL OF GALWAY. 

Alas ! my dear Lord Galway, my thoughts are yet all dis- 
order, confusion, and amazement ; and I think I am very inca- 
pable of saying or doing what I should.* 

I did not know the greatness of my lore to his person, tiH I 
could see it no more. When nature, who will be mistress, has 
in some measure, with time, relieved herself, then, and not till 
then, I trust the Gk)odness, which hath no bounds, and whose 
power is irresistible, wiH assist me by his grace to rest contented 
with what his unerring providence has appointed and permitted. 
And I shall feel ease in this contemplation, that there was no- 
thing uncomfortable in his death, but the losing Mm. His God 
was, I verily believe, ever in his thoughts. Towards his last 
hours he called upon Him, and complained he could not pray 
his prayers. To what I answered, he said, he wished for more 
time to make up his accounts with God. Then with remem- 
brance to Ms sisters, and telling me how good and kind Ms wife 
had been to him, and that he should have been glad to have 
expressed himself to her, said something to me of my double 
kindness to his wife, and so died away. There seemed no re- 
luctancy to leave tMs world, patient and easy the whole time, 
and I believe knew his danger, but loath to grieve those by 
him, delayed what he might have said. But why all tMs? 
The decree is past. I do not ask your prayers ; I know you 
offer them with sincerity to our Almighty G^d for 

Your afiSicted Mnswoman. 
June, 1711. 

1 The death of her only son. To this affliction sueceeded^ in Nov., 
1711, the loss of her daughter, the Duchess of Rutland, who died in child- 
bed. Lady Russell, after seeing her in the cof&n, went to her other 
daughter, married to the Duke of Devonshire, from whom it was neces- 
sary to conceal her grief, she being at that time in childbed likewise ; 
therefore she assumed a cheerful air, and, with astonishing resolution 
agreeable to truth, answered her anxious daughter*s inquiries with these 
words ; "I have seen your sister out of bed to-day." 
31 
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LADY RUSSELL TO THE EARL OF GALWAY. 

My Lord — 

I have been for some weeks often resolved, and as soon on- 
resolved, if I wonld or wonld not engage upon a snbject I can- 
not speak to without some emotion, but I cannot suffer your 
being a stranger to any that very near concerns me. Yet be- 
fore I could dispose myself to do it, concluded the article not 
a secret to you, such care having by one side been taken, as to 
let it be a visiting day affair, whether or not the Duke of Rut- 
land had not fixed a second choice ? perhaps as'proper to call 
it the first ; for when marriages are so very early, it is accept- 
ing rather than choosing, on either side. But Lord Rutland, 
to the end of my good child's life, has so well approved of the 
choice, in all and every respect, and, now that she is no more, 
has, with very deliberate consideration, as soon as he composed 
his mind to think, first taken care to inquire, and be truly in- 
formed what powers he had to do for his children^ and then, 
by the strictest rules of justice and impartial kindness, settled 
every younger child's portion, by adding to what they had be- 
fore. As it is to me the most solid instance of his respect and 
love he can now give to her memory, and being I believe it 
done with an honest sincerity, and true value of her, and all her 
virtues, I conceive it would be wrong in me to take offence at 
some circumstances the censorious part of the town will be sure 
to do, and refine upon, for the sake of talk. I miss the hear- 
ing, by seeing few, and not answering questions.^ 

The first notice I had of his intention was by Mr. Charlton, 
and I really believe that was as soon as he had given himself 
his own consent. He told me he found him under great unqui- 
etness, when he acquainted him with his thoughts, who said, he 

' John Lord R008, aflonrards Duke of Rutland (whose first wife, 
Catherine, Lady Russell's second daughter, died Oct 31, 1711), on Jan. 
1, 1712-18, married Lucy, sister to Bennet Sherard, first Earl of Har- 
borough. 
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was under all the anxieties a man could feel how to break it to 
me, though it was then but a thought of his own, yet so much 
he would not conceal from me. Mr. Charlton undertook to 
tell me, and I did as soon resolve to let it pass as easy between 
him and me as I could, by bidding Mr. Charlton let him know 
I would begin to him. I did so, which put us both in some 
disorder, but I believe he took, as I meant it, kindly. 

A decency in time was all I expected. The person is sister 
to the present Lord Sherard ; the other sister had been a widow 
to a Lord Irwine, and some years ago married a brother of the 
Duchess of Rutland, a Mr. Noel,^ who has been a companion 
to his nephew ever since our sorrowful time. Here is a general 
opinion that the Lord St. John* is gone to Paris ; some will 
suppose it is to try if the French King will come up to the 
terms the Dutch will accept. 

August 6, 1712. 



LADY RUSSELL TO THE EARL OF GALWAY. 

The change of your secretary is much to the advantage of 
the reader ; it would be so to you, I conclude, if I did not 
choose to be my own ; but when I write as I do to you, the 
amusement is more agreeable to myself, and I assure myself yon 
will make it so to you, if you can find what I mean to say ; for 
I know I am exceeding apt to miss words I meant to put down. 
However, unless the business be of importance, I spare my eyes 
examining. As to the subject of my last, I will let it rest. 
As to the point of education, I am sorry we are not of one 
mind ; but there is no help where there is no remedy. There 
is an overruling Providence, and I try to hope her children shall 

* John Noel, third son of Baptist, Viscount Campden, married Eliza- 
beth, eldest sister to Bennet, Earl of Harborough, and widow of Edward 
Ingram, Viscount Irwine, in Scotland. 

« Lord St. John, afterwards Viscount Bolingbroke, famous for his share 
in the peace of Utrecht, &c. 
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be blessed. It was their good mother's thoughts under her 
baud, aod though it might be thought her children would want 
her, yet her hope was, her prayers in their behalf had been 
heard. There is nothing yet appears blamable in them. Their 
Cather's indulgence may hurt in their best part, but as to the 
worldly part, if he is honestly dealt with in the drawing up of 
writings, he puts it out of his power to prevent any attempt 
for it. Let that be as it will, these accidents in fomilies hare 
been, and will no doubt be while the worid lasts. And if we 
are so hi^py as to secure our next, and lasting stake, it matters 
little how this passes ; yet flesh and blood shrinks at pain, and 
want of ease in body or mind, and it is natural to do so. Who 
can do otherwise, but by an affected force ? and in that is no 
virtue : but I leave this : you want no admonitions. I want the 
practice, though my years are many. 

Now, my Lord, I come to my neighbor Withers, as you call 
him. I know the persons of none of that name ; if it be him 
at Alsford, he has been a commander, and may talk of taking 
and defending towns more knowingly than bargaining for lands ; 
but I fancy it is another rather further from me, and the family 
more known to me a hundred years ago. As to the warren, I 
do not value foxes as the gentleman does, but I do the beauty 
of our Warren ; and for the value, you found he went but half 
way ; but to cut that short, it is entailed, and I must leave it so. 
The warrener must be bribed, not me. 

I am thankful to GK>d I have made an end between Mr. 
Sp* and myself, Ac. Now as I am to answer for Mr. 

Sp , who was an accountant to me, being employed 

by me so ; there is this article between him and me, that if at 
any time liiere is a discovery of any money, or debt due to him, 
I have the title to it, and not he, let it be much or little. 

After many offers and endeavors by council and without, I 
came to this agreement: He was to make a clear and full dis- 
covery of all he is worth, lands, leases, moneys, goods, debts, 

^ Most probably Mr. Spencer, her steward. 
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&c. Then I, who waa to have the whole in me, allow back to 
him what I think will be a subsistence to him, his wife and 
children. And so I have done. Swearing is what I desire to 
excuse ; for it is possible he might be tempted to proceed in 
doing ill, and I not the better ; and if he had swom truth, as 
others professed they would not believe him, though I am less 
free in the professing of it, I might have doubted : then why 
provoke him to sin ? 

What has been urged to me over and over again, many times, 
has no force in it, which was, that they would undertake, and 
are sure he could conceal ten thousand pounds, which I should 
never discover, either in this nation or India. My answer is, 
if it cannot ever be found; it is to me as if it were not. And 
if I had any opinion of a conjurer (as we call them), I would 
not seek it that way. So what I approve best of, I choose. 

That if a discovery be made out it is to my use. Now the 
farm he has from his father, which is bbl a year, I could not 
come at, all counsel agreeing it to be out of the way ; nay I 
must have had application to Chancery to have proceeded ; 
there he could have hung it up. Sir Joseph «Jekyl said this, 
that there it might hang for a dozen of years, nay to the end 
of the youngest in the room, and Tom Selwood was one of the 
seven or eight ; there were four counsel. Also, he said, he would 
not take five thousand pounds of me towards the charge I 
should be at. But all this avails not at all; nothing but 
prison, nay, dying on a dunghill has no ill sound. At last I 
gave no further trouble (after having endured so much myself), 
from the opinion of a great lawyer, though not now to be paid 
as counsel. After two hours' discourse, and laying all before 
him, he told me it was the most advisable thing to compound 
the matter ; and he esteemed it a very good composition, where 
they pretended to seven or eight thousand pounds from me, to 
pay me between two or three. He was so vehement in his 
opinion of making an end, that as a friend he prayed and ex- 
horted me to set to it next morning ; arid if it were his case he 
would not sleep till it was done, if that were possible ; for if 

31* 
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he should happen to die, I cotild not imagine how bad my cir- 
cumstances might be, even to the returning two thousand 
pounds. I had th^i received, and never be able to disprove his 
account, so be a debtor eight thousand pounds to his wife ainl 
children. This has given me many terrible waking hours from 
week to week, seeking to please and accommodate to my 
widies ; but they were not inclined to believe what they did 
not like ; so took no impression, as I would think ihey did not 
believe it did in me ; but I was no hypocrite ; I felt more than 
I told. My mind is more at rest as to all my worldly concerns. 
Here I ask of Lord Galway.^ 
Satarday, Aug. 16, 1712. 



LADY RUSSELL TO THE EARL OP GALWAY. 

I HAYS before me, my good Lord, two of your letters, both 
partially and ten^e^ly kind, and coming from a sincere heart 
and honest mind (the last a plain word, but, if I mistake not, 
very ^gnificant), are very comfortable to me, who I hope have 
no proud thoughts of my myself, as to any sort The opinion 
of an esteemed friend, that one is not very wrong, assists to 
strengthen a weak and willing mind to do her duty towards 
that Almighty Being, who has from infinite bounty and good- 
ness so checkered my days on this earth, as I can thankfully 
reflect I have felt many, I may say many years of pure, and, I 
trust, innocent, pleasant content, and happy enjoyments as this 
world can afford, particularly that biggest blessing of loving 
and being loved by those I loved and respected : on earth no 
enjoyment certainly to be put in balance with it. All other 
are like wine, intoxicates for a time, but the end is bitterness, 
at least not profitable. Mr. Waller (whose picture you look 
upon) has, I long remember, these words — 

All we know they do above, 

Is, that they sing, and that they love. 



* Conclusion in another paper not found. 
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The best news I hare heard is, yon have two good com- 
panions with yon, which I trust will contribute to divert yoa 
this sharp season, when after so sore a fit, as I apprehend you 
yoa have felt, the dr, even of your improving pleasant garden, 
cannot be enjoyed without hazard. 

The Queen has appointed twelfth-day for a drawing-room, 
and several tables for play, but there was none till yesterday, 
and how that passed I know not. 

I heard a lady say yesterday, that the Ambassador had 
turned away four servants for selling wine by bottles, and that 
she had tasted his Burgundy, which was very good.* 



LADY RUSSELL TO THE EARL OF GALWAY. 

About 1712 or 1718. 
Haying scribbled a great deal but last post, there is reason 
I should be quiet this ; but the letter I have rea^, under your own 
hand, affects me so much, I cannot forbear to say your right 
hand was not more easy to be read.* However, the chief errand 
of this is to require of you not to make a custom of it to me ; 
for if you will but take care, in case you are not well, that I 
hear, by any hand, how you are, in a line or two, I ^hall be 
best content ; and when I do not hear, believe your health 
pretty good, at least : but your Lordship is so puffed up with 
the honors you receive from our sex, you must brag 1 The 

1 The condasion and date lost. 

' Lord Galwaj had lost his right arm at the unfortunate battle of Al- 
manza, where he commanded the allied troops of England and Portugal, 
and was beaten by the Duke of Berwick, April 24. 1707. For this de- 
feat, and his subsequent conduct during the Spanish campaign, he was 
arraigned by Lord Peterborough in the House of Lords, in February, 
1710. "The services of Lord Galway, which had often been signally 
meritorious, ought to have protected him from the severe censures with 
which he was now loaded ; though his errors or misconduct had been 
established by more impartial and satisfactory evidence than was pro- 
duced upon this occasion." — SomervilUf Hiatory of Queen Anne^ p. 422. 
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more serious of your papers I shall say no more to, than that, as 
it is written in a fair character, so I do, with mnch ease, read the 
words ; but, as yon rightly observe, the difficulty lifes in prac- 
tice, yet neither yon nor myself have the smiles of fortune too 
lavishly bestowed upon us, or to abide by us as to draw our 
hearts or minds as to choose and be fond of what the world at 
present affords us ; but if, with the length of our days here, we 
can feel our desires and wills docible, willing to submit as to 
improve our best thoughts and performances, then our lives are. 
granted as a blessing, as we may assure ourselves. 

Pray, my Lord, be not in care about my writings.* Indeed, 
they are not worth your reading nor the postage ; but I con- 
sider if anybody living will think them so it is yourself and 
Lady Norton ;■ and I often feel myself willing to relieve my 
thoughts so apt to reflect upon times past, when to look for- 
ward to what is to come should be my care, my comfort, or my 
dread. God's grace preserve me from the last, and strengthen 
the first to me, to the end of those few days or years I have to 
struggle through. I cannot end with better words for my own 
behalf, or that of the few friends left now in the world, to the 
satisfaction of Lord Galway's truly affectionate cousin, and 
humble servant. 

I am going to make a visit out of town to sister Yaughan." 
I cannot look over what I have set down, and care not for the 
task, for I ever find mistakes, wrong words, or missing right 
ones, takes as much time as writing does, and more trouble to 
my eyes. 

' If this alludes to original compositions, none remain but a few scat- 
tered thoughts on religious subjects, all repeated in her letters; some^ 
self-examinations on the Ten Commandments before she received the 
sacrament ; instructions to others on the same subject ; and some notes 
of sermons. 

* Lady Betty Norton, her niece. 

• Lady Vaughan, the wife of John, Lord Vaughan, who succeeded 
Francis, Lord Vaughan, Lady Russell's first husband, was Anne, daughter 
of the Marquis of Halifax, by Dorothy, the daughter of the first Lord 
Sunderland and Saccarissa. 
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i 

j Indorsed by Lady Russell — ** To Mr. Norton, September, 

y 1T13, bjiit vbat sent altered in many places when written 

, fair." 

f SiBr— 

' The words I have read in yonr letter to my dear niece, dated 

September 8th, leave no room for me to hesitate what I ought 
to do ; that is, first to acknowledge the justice of your thoughts, 
in believing I would be what I ought to be ; and I were very 
unworthy of it, if I declined, to the uttermost of my abilities, 
to be of use, in the least or biggest occasion for it. The pre- 
sent is one of those the most to be lamented ; but^sir, my 
business is not to speak much on the uncomfortable part ; the 
separation is agreed on by you both. My earnest prayer is, 
and will be, that it be not unhappy to either ; and what is con- 
ceived to be of use to the more easy passing of our time on the 
earth, ought to be chosen and submitted to ; and next to con- 
sider well, and then determine to agree to what is hoped will 
be to the future satisfaction of both, as I sincerely desire it 
may. And now, sir, I entreat you will accept of my plain way 
of expressing my meaning. 

[Here she goes into the details of her niece's fortune and 
settlements, and what Mr. Norton is to allow her.] 

To make a show she never affected at any time of her life, 
and much less now in her later and unfortunate circumstances, 
ever to be lamented on her side. Pomp was never valued by 
her ; but to want necessaries she never yet knew, nor does it 
enter into her mind that you would have her. You, sir, know 
the world too well to dpubt but that every tongue will be at 
liberty. I am sure, to such as will expostulate the matter with 
her, her answer will be ready, that none should complain that 
have what they asked and all they desired. If this pleases you, 
all may be calmly and quietly settled, and all pass in silence ; no 
contributions to the town tattles ; and, although in most things 
it is to be despised, yet I exempt those of this nature. My 
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zeal carries me too far ; I will have done when I have added 
this, that you will still continue your partiality to, 

Sir, • 

Yours, &c. 

What I have wrote, there is none upon earth knows any one 
word of. 



LADY RUSSELL TO THE EARL OF GALWAY. 

There is no post-day I do not find myself readily disposed 
to take my-pen, and dispose of it as I now do ; but there is 
not one of those days I do not also approve to myself, how 
mean my ability is to entertain, as I desire, such a relation and 
friend as Lord Galway : yet I put my mind at ease soon enough 
as to that trouble, being so certain and sure as I^am how you 
receive it. 

I should do better than I can yet attain to do, if I could 
with a more composed mind reflect on the good and bad days 
of a long life, and be thankful for so kind a providence as the 
freedom I have had from bodily pains, which so many better 
than I suffer ; at this age I have attained there are few more 
exempt. 

Selwood* tells me your appearance is very comfoi;table, and 

' Thomas Selwood, yrho edited the first edition of Lady Russell's 
Letters, 4to., 1778, who says, in the dedication to John, fourth Duke of 
Bedford: ** These are copies of my Lady Russell's Letters from the ori- 
ginals ; all those to Dr. Fitzwilliam were by him returned in one packet 
to her Ladyship, with his desire they might be printed for the benefit of 
the public ; those to the Earl of Galway were preserved by his Lordship. 
One to King William was found in his pocket, and those to others are 
minutes or copies, all of her Ladyship's handwriting. Thousands that 
deserved a much better fate are not to be recovered." 

The original letters have never been found, nor the "copies" mentioned 
by Selwood. It will be seen that, though his dedication is dated 1748, 
the work was not published until 1773. There is a tradition that the 
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if I get to Hampshire I trust I shall see it so. Sure this sea- 
son is a trial ; for although it is a customary thing to complain 
of seasons, yet in my opinion this is an extraordinary one : 
I have not wanted to observe (except while I enjoyed Lady 
Betty Norton's* company, who gave me much of her time) that 
from the first day of March to this there hath not been twenty- 
four hours without much rain, snow, or hail. It keeps Lord 
Devan from Newmarket, which he expects would be of use if 
he could get thither. He is put into a coach, and is carried 
on the stones, but cannot use his feet to go ; it is a melancholy 
sight to see a young man so seized, but his patience keeps an 
equality with his trials. A just measure of patience in all one 
suffers (I conclude yourself proves it very notoriously from a 
variety of instances), may it ever be a comfort in bur best 
hours 1 and then how ravishing the great day of the Lord I 
the day of recompense 1 for such we are allowed to call it ! 
Madame Governess brother being dead, Madame may dispose 
of his wealth as she thinks good in France, &c. 
April 14, "1716. 



LADY RUSSELL TO THE EARL OF GALWAY. 

"but the merciful providence of God it is our duty to pray 
for and trust in ; then it shall be well in the end, in this world, 
or a better. I beseech God to give the consolation of his 
Holy Spirit to enable you to struggle with bodily pains : your 
resignation I have no doubt of ; yet nature wiU shrink, when 
the weight is heavy, and presses hard, which will not be im- 
puted, because it is natural. 

copies were lent from the library, and printed without the permission of 
the family. This volume was published by Dilly of the Poultry, who 
held some land in Southill, and was buried in the parish church, where 
there is a mural tablet. 

* Daughter of Lord Gainsborough (by Elizabeth, sister to Lady Rus- 
sell), married to Richard Norton, Esq. 

' Beginning lost. 
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I miso pnj to Ood to fortify your ^iilt imder ererj trial ; 
till eternity swallows all our troubles, all our sorrows, all our 
disappointments, and all oar pains in this life. Tbe longest, 
how short to eternity I All these onght to be my own care to 
improve my weak self, as the fortitude of yonr mind, experience 
and knowledge, does to yoo. And I pnj for such a portion 
of them in mercy to me as may secure an endless glorifying, to 
io feeble, so ignonmt, so mean a creature as myself, that I can- 
not be too little in my own sight 

K there be a regency, the intended jonmey to Chatsworth 
mnst be laid aside, as I must my pen for want of day. 

I am certain of this being a troth, that I am faithfully and 
affectionately yours. 

May 28, 1716. 



LADT RUSSELL TO THE DUCHESS OF DEVONSHIRE. 

Tuesday, September 4, 1716. 

1 BEAD yours, Ist September, with great content, the young 
gentleman is so well. It is to no use to murmur that you could 
not be satisfied with taking the journey ; the rather also because 
I believe I should have done the same. It is so fine a season 
I trust your return to Derbyshire will be easy ; your mind 
would not haye been such if you had not done as yon did. I 
hope the young gentlemen will haye a grateful, as well as pleas- 
ing memory of your tenderness. I shall be easy with a line or 
two from Lady Mary,* how you got to Chatsworth : at your 
first coming yon will have a great deal to do, and so for the 
short time you can stay. I see no cause to fear but that all 
will be as we are, quiet ;• but it is the temper of most to fear, 
or seem to do so. The season is exceedingly fine, not much 

> Lady Mary Cavendish, her eldest daughter, who died unmarried in 
1719. 

2 Meaning politicaUy quiet, of wliich the rebellion of the year before 
had left doubts. 
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burnt np ; bnt the farmers, for talk sake, ever wishing for what 
they have not ; bnt it is good walking, and that is my best di- 
version. I cannot easily add any words to make iMs more a 
diversion to yon than that I thank God I have as much easy 
health as my years can have ; and memory as yet enough to 
take a pleasure when I hear of what I love most, and desire 
all good may be their portion, which will afford content, while 
any thought whatever of good or ill remains in the head or 
heart of your ever affectionate mother. 

My kind service to your Lord and children : blessings to all. 
I would Lord Hartington were with you. 
To her Qraoe the Daohess of DeTonshire. 



LORD GRANBY TO LADY RUSSELL. 

Aston, December, 1717. 

Madam — 

Though I believe Lord Duke will acquaint your Ladyship 
with the condition my wife is now in with her present disorders, 
which proceed from a common cause that generally attends 
married wom^, and will, I hope, in due time produce a most 
dutifol great-grandson to your Ladyship, yet I thought I ought 
myself in particular to inform you of it ; and should not have 
neglected doing it till now, but that her indispositions have so 
stricHy required my attendance that I have hardly had leisure 
to do anything else, and my fears for her, lest she should do 
any otherwise than well, so trouble me, that it has made me 
forget to do several things I ought to have done, for should 
any unforeseen accident happen to rob me of her (which Heaven 
forbid I) I could not survive such a misfortune, for so many 
virtues and good qualities as I assure your Ladyship I find in 
her, seldom meet in one woman ; and if anything could be a 
recompense for the loss of so good and dear a mother (whom 
she res^nbles in all her acting), it must have been this of find- 
ing such a wife ; and I cannot help believing that Qod, who is 
32 
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ftll mercy and foil of compassion for those who are afflicted, 
and have (mffered so much as I hare done bj the loss of her I 
so much loYed, has, oat of his infinite goodness, blessed me 
with this wife to make me in some measure amends for the loss 
I sustained when it was his pleasure, to which we must all sub- 
mit, to deprive me, when so young, of my chief support, my 
greatest happiness, and the tenderest and best of mothers. 

Tour Ladyship will pardon my having made so much men- 
tion of her, which undoubtedly will be a fresh occasion of grief 
to you by reminding you of one we must never see whilst we 
remain here, though I hope we shall all meet hereafter in that 
place which is promised to all those that live in the fear of God, 
and walk in his ways ; but since I shall not have the happiness 
of seeing your Ladyship this year in London, my wife not caring 
to leave Lord Lexington^ (who is as good a man as lives, and 
is extremely kind to me, and with whom I live as easily and as 
happily as is possible), it was my opinion that I ought to in- 
form your Ladyship how happy I have been in my choice of a 
wife, and believing your Ladyship, whom I have ever found so 
good and kind to me upon all occasions, would not be displeased 
to hear of your grandson's happiness, and that I no way could 
give your Ladyship so just an idea of herj as by comparing her 
to one whose qualifications you were so well acquainted with. 
My wife begs her most humble duty to your Ladyship, and joins 
with me in wishing your Ladyship will believe me with the ut- 
most truth, 

Madam, 
Your Ladyship's most dutiful grandson, 
and obedient humble servant, 

Granby. 

I beg my most humble respects to the Duke and Duchess of 
Devonshire, and services to Mr. Charlton, when your Ladyship 
next sees him. 

* Bobert Sutton, second Baron Lexington of Aram, ob. 1728, when the 
title became exiinet. 
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BISHOP OF LITCHFIELD AND COVENTRY* TO LADY RUSSELL. 

Madam — 

I should have done myself this honor long since, could I hare 
had the vanity to think I knew anything which would not come 
to your Ladyship by better hands; but you, Madam, have ac- 
count of the most important matters from persons who cannot 
be deceived ; and, I am sure, you are above the relish of those 
common things which supply the news and conversation of the 
town. 

I cannot, however, leave this place (which I purpose to do 
on Monday next) without presenting my most humble respects 
to your Ladyship, and my sincere prayers to Almighty God, for 
health and happiness to yourself and all yours. 

I leave a place which is now pretty empty since the royal 
family went to Hampton Court, where the public manner in 
which the King lives, makes it the rendezvous, not only of the 
ministers and great men, but of the people of all ranks and 
conditions. He dines openly and with company every day, 
and the novelty of the sight draws a mighty concourse. After 
so long a reserve we may easily imagine how great a constraint 
he puts upon himself ; but he certainly does a right thing, for 
by this means his face (which speaks nothing but what is great 
and good) will not only be familiar to his people, but he will 
enter into a degree of intimacy with the nobility above what 
could be arrived at in the cabinet or drawing-room. Would to 
God it might prove the happy occasion of bringing him and 
the Prince to a better understanding; for upon that depends 
the establishment of our peace, and we have already felt how 
much the want of it has shaken us, but there does not seem to 
be any appearance that way; this still continues to be the dark 

* John Hough, the good Bishop of Worcester, died March 8, 1748, aged 
above ninety-two. 

** See Hough, superior to a tyrant's doom. 
Smile at the menace of the slave of R<»ne.'' 
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dde of our prospeet, and were it not that God has already 
carried so manj threatening clouds over our own heads, one 
would dread to think how heavy this may fall. I am now go- 
ing to a place where I resolve to make as few of these reflec- 
tions as possible, for they are attended with anxiety of thought, 
and raise apprehensions of danger, which, by a hundred ways 
unforeseen by us. Providence may please to disappoint ; but I 
mention them to your Ladyship because I know you to be one 
of those very few who can make a right use of them by using 
them as occasion of fervent prayer for the public welfare, witii- 
out suffering them to raise a passion or disturb your mind. 

Give me leave, Madam, to wish you all the happiness your 
own soul can desire, and to profess myself, as I do with great 
humility and truth, 

Madam, 
Your Ladyship's most obedient. 

And most faithful servant, 

Jo. LlTOHFIELD AND COV. 
July 27, 1717. 

I beg leave to present my most humble service to good Lord 
(Jalway. My wife's humble duty attends your Ladyship ; and 
we are both full of acknowledgment for the fine piece of venison 
you were pleased to send us. 



LADY EUSSELL TO THE EARL OF GALWAY. 

As the fine season continues (for such I esteem a hot one), 
I idacken in xny scribbling ; the pure air alone abundantly ex- 
ceeds my tattle under the roof, though very well meant to you, 
whether sent in the French or English tongue. But although^ 
your Lordship spoke as well as you possibly could do of my 
French, if you did it to encourage my use of it you will be 
under a small disappointment, for I intend to keep my credit, 
and meddle no more, unless unthinking, as I really did then. 
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and occasion no discord between ns. Any partiality for that 
country you have discharged sufficiently long since, and the 
time is come to do the like to this we at present live in. That 
there is a more sure abiding one, is the believing Christian's 
comfort, and to attain that grace our daily endeavor, and those 
that seek shall find in due time ; it is a blessing worthy of the 
waiting for (&c.). 

Lady Anne Harvey* writes to me from Bath that there was, 
at one o'clock at night, an earthquake which lasted a minute, 
but thankful she is she was asleep ; it was about ten days past. 

I am, my Lord, ever the same. 
June 19. 



LADY RUSSELL TO THE EARL OF GALWAY. 

When I scribble to Lord Galway, I consider very little what 
I put down, as I am secure, by God's grace, never to forfeit 
your love and esteem ; and, till I do that, have no fear I shall 
lose them ; in that point my mind is at ease. I exceedingly 
desire your body were so ; but the providences permitted by 
Almighty God can never be hurtful to his faithful servants, 
althou^ painful. Alas I what are days, months, or years (to 
his elected), to a happy eternity I In such a thought your 
soul and heart may rejoice. I verily believe ; and so believe, 
as to desire I may find grace, as I believe you will do, in the 
great day when the sentence shall be pronounced. 

I can truly grieve at the uneasiness in our Court, which is 
all I will say, or can indeed, for them. I have inquired from 
Dr. Sloane how the Prince is this day ? He says in a way ta 
do well. I trust, in the mercy of our God, all our divisions 
shall be so with time. As I conclude you do not want my 
reports, so I enlarge not upon them ; but take my way to Lady 

1 Daughter of Lady RusseU's sister Montague. She was married first 
to Alexander Popham, Esq., and afterwards to Lieut. -Gen. Harvey. 

32* 
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Sflflez,* where all most be hashed. She is a good woman, jet 
not without a bat ; and where is her that is not ? Let every 
one look into his own heart. I like to scribble longer, but 
want of daylight at home, and disappointmoat abroad, make it 
eonrenient to sign, as I most sincerely do, affectionate to yomr 
seryice in CTery respect 
Peoember 12. 



LADY RUSSELL TO THE EARL OP GALWAY. 

It is to divert my own thoaghts rather than yoars I take a 
pen, for, as to reports, or rather anpleasing troths, I let them 
pass. The King and the good Princess met as she was going, 
or coming back, from her dying child. Her condact I hear 
none condemn ; bat who is there that never wag faulty ? or 
takes not a wrong step ? My very long acquaintance. Lady 
Essex, is no longer in this world, bat not to be lamented in 
relation to herself, being certainly sincerely devout, in those 
points we ought to make our biggest care. She has done, I 
believe, prudently for her daughter, a^ circumstances stand. 
There is nothing delays Miss Hoskins changing her name, bat 
the Act of Parliament, which now is thought necessary in all 
cases almost.* 

Evening is creeping upon me, by a grandchild, who was 
willing to take her dinner with me, her sister having taken 
physic, and she not loving a boiled chicken. To-morrow your 
health will not be omitted, daughter Devon and Mr. Charlton 
being to dine here ; as I hope to do with yourself at Rookley, 

» Widow of Arthur, Earl of Essex ; her daughter married the Earl of 
Carlisle. 

' The fourth year of Geo. I. an Act for settling the estates of the 
Most Noble William, Duke of Devonshire, and William Cavendish, com- 
monly called Marquis of Hartington, son and heir apparent of the said 
Duke, on the marriage of the said Marquis of Hartington, with Catherine 
Hoskins, spinster, only child of John Hoskins, Esq., deceased. 



Digitized by 



Google 



1728.] UNFINISHED PAPER. 379 

aod also at Old Straton, where you will be kindly welcome, as 
I am entirely assured I shall be at your Rookley. God; for 
the good you do to mankind, grant you some easy years, to do 
good upon earth, before you change for a happy eternity. So 
does desire and pray. Lord Galway's truly affectionate cousin, 
and faithfully such, to gratify to the utmost of her ability. 
Fetoiary 18. 



Thus deservedly enjoying the respect and honor due to the 
experience and the wisdom of length of days, she kept her 
mind free from its prejudices, peculiarities, and selfishness, by 
still maintaining over her feelings the same rigorous self- 
examination to which she had ever accustomed herself. 

In ai;! unfinished paper, the writing of which denotes the 
trembling hand of extreme old age, and the contents of which 
seem notes intended to have been thrown more directly into 
the form of prayer ; she takes a sort of review of her life in a 
supplication to Heaven, for pardon on the transgressions she 
recapitulates.^ They are such, as prove her inquisition to 
have been ever directed, not to the forms, but to the feelings 
of Christian piety ; not to outward appearances, but to the 
in Ward heart and disposition. Christianity she thought *'not 
distinguished by outward fashions, or by the professing a body 
of notions differing from others in the world, but by the 
renewing of our minds by peaceableness, charity, and heavenly 
love." 

The balance between the world's opinion and her character, 

she knew had been long struck, and was greatly in her favor ; 

but that between her own conscience and Heaven, she here 

enters into with a scrupulous exactness which may assure us, 

/ 

> DeTonshire MSS. The manuscript is a fragment — a mere rough 
draft, with so many erasures, and so many words repeated and omitted, 
as to haye made the transcription difficult, and the meaning some'times 
obscure. 
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the had not weightier matters to bring forward in the ae- 
coont. 

'' Vanity cleayes to me, I fear, O Lord I in all I say, in all I 
do. In all I snffer, prond, not enduring to slights or neglects, 
subject to envy the good parts of oUiers, even as to worldly 
gifts. Failing in my duty to my superiors; apt to be soon 
angry with, and without cause too often ; and by it may hare 
grieyed those that desired to please me, or proYoked others to 
sin by my rash anger. Not ready to own any advantage I may 
have received by good advice or example. Not well satisfied 
if I have not all the respect I expected, even from my superi- 
ors. Such has been the pride of my naughty heart, I fear, and 
also neglect in my performances due to my superiors, children, 
Mends, or servants — I heartily lament my sin. But, alas I in 
my most dear husband's troubles, seeking help from man, but 
finding none. His life was taken away, and so sorely was my 
spirit wounded, even without prospect of future comfort or con- 
solation — ^the more faulty in me, having three dear children to 
perform my duty to, with thankfulness for such a blessing left 
me, under so heavy a dispensation as I felt the loss of him to 
be. But, alas I how feeble did I find myself both then, and 
also poorly prepared to heat the loss of my dear child and only 
son, in 1711. 

"If I carry my sorrow to the grave, O Lord, in much mercy 
let it not be imputed as sin in me I His death was a piercing 
sorrow to me, yet Thou hast supported me. Lord I even in a 
very old age, and freer from bodily pains and sickness than most 
feel — ^I desire thankfully to recollect. 

"Alas ! from my childhood I can recollect a backwardness to 
pray, and coldness when I did, and ready to take or seek cause 
to be absent at the public ones. Even after a sharp sickness 
and danger at Chelsea, spending my time childishly, if not idly ; 
and if I had read a few lines in a pious book, contented I had 
done well. Yet, at the same time, ready to give ear to reports, 
and possibly malicious ones, and telling my mother-in-law, to 
please her. At seventeen years of age was married ; continued 
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too often being absent »t the public prayers, taking very slight 
causes to be so, liking too well the esteemed diversions of the 
town, as the Park, visiting plays, &c., trifling away my precious 
time. At our return to London, I can recollect that I would 
choose upon a Sunday to go to church at Lord B.'s, where Ihe 
sermon would be short, a great dinner, and after, worldly talk; 
when at my father's, the sermon longer, and discourse more 
edifying. And too much after the same way, I much fear, at 
my several returns to Wales and England. In the yeiff 1665, 
was brought to bed of my first child ; with him too indulging, 
I fear, to get strength soon, and spend my time as before, much 
with my loved sisters ; I doubt not heedful, or not enough so, 
my servants went to church, if I did, or did not go myself. 

"Some time after in London, and then wilh my father's wife 
at Tunbridge, and after with her at Bath, gave too much of my 
time to carelessly indulging in idleness. At Bath too well con- 
tented to follow the common way of passing the time in diver- 
sion, and thinking but little what was serious : considering^more 
health of body than that of my soul. Forgive my heaviness 
^ and sloth in spirituals, for Christ Jesus's sake. 

"After this, I must still accuse myself that sometimes in 
Wales, and other times in England, my care in good has not 
suited to my duty, not with the active and devout heart and 
mind I should in the evening have praised Thee, my God, for 
the mercies of the past day, and recollected my evil doings, or 
omissions of doing good in my power. Not in the morning 
carefully fixing my will and purpose to pass the day pleasing 
in thy sight, and giving good example to man, particularly such 
as under my care ; more especially after my second marriage, 
forgetting by whose blessing I was so happy, consuming too 
much time with him."* 

Lady Russell had attained the age of eighty-six before she 
was summoned to pay the debt of nature. Of her last illness 
we know little. Her only remaining child, the Duchess of De- 

1 The end wanting. 
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▼onshire, reoeived at Ghatoworth an acooant of her mother's 
seizure, and immediately retamed to her in London. A letter 
from the Duchess of Devonshire's daughter, Lady Rachael 
Morgan/ to her brother, Lord James Cayendish, from Chats- 
worth, tells us — " The bad account. we have received of gnmd- 
mamma Russell, has put us into great disorder and hurry. 
Mamma has left us, and gone to London." * "^ 

******* *«<J jy^ 

lieve she has stopped the letters on the road, for none have 
come here to-day, so that we are still in suspense. The last 
post brought us so bad an account, that we have reason to fear 
the worst. I should be very glad that mamma should get to 
town time enough to see her, because it might be some satis- 
faction to both, and I hear grandmamma asked for her.'^ 

This letter is dated the 26th September, and Lady Russell 
expired on Sunday the 29th.* Her death, therefore, was not 
according to the euthanasia of the poet — 

> Lady Rachel Cayendish, married to Sir William Morgan, of Tredegar, 
In Monmouthshire, E. B. 

« Devonshire MSS. 

» In the Weekly Journal, or British Gazetteer, October 6, 1723, her 
death is thus recorded : " The Bight Honorable the Lady Russell, relict 
of Lord Russell, died on Sunday morning last, at fiye o'clock, at South- 
ampton House, aged eighty-six, and her corpse is to be carried to Chenies, 
in Buckinghamshire, to be interred with that of her lord." The London 
Journal of the following week, Saturday, October 12, 1723, mentions that 
" On Tuesday morning last the corpse of the Lady Russell was carried 
from her house in Bloomsbury Square to its interment at Chenies, in 
Buckinghami^ire." This is all the notice of Lady Russell's death by the 
newspapers of the day. In these more inquisitiye times, eyery particular 
of the illness, death, interment, and testamentary dispositions of so dis- 
tinguished a person, would haye been detailed in a dozen daily papers, 
and repeated and. amplified in as many magazines and monthly publica- 
tions. In the present instance it is to be regretted that their scanty UX" 
formation is not supplied by any letters or family remembrances. 

The following lines on the death of Lady Russell, were printed in one 
of the journals of the day: — 

" Russell, the chaste, has left this earthly stage, 
A bright example to a brittle age. 
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** Instant, and without a groan;" 

but it was certainly not preceded by long sufferings ; and if 
ever any mortal, in dying, might hope to — 

"Wake to rapture in a life to come," 

it was the pure spirit, warm heart, and tried virtues of Lady 
Bussell. 

Lady Rachel Russell's will, with two codicils, was proved 
on the Ist of November, 1121, by her executors, William, 
Duke of Devonshire, and Richard Yaughan, Esq. It contains 
liberal provisions for her domestics ; a donation to the Charity 
School for ** teaching poor children to read, Ac, in the Parish 
of St. Giles-in-the-Fields;" and One Hundred Pounds "to the 
poor French Protestant Refugees in this Kingdom ; and, lastly, 
I desire to be interred at Chines, in the county of Bucking- 
ham, without escutcheons or funeral pomp, further than decency 
may require." In compliance with this wish, her Ladyship's 
remains were deposited in the Russell Chapel, at Chenies, in 
Buckinghamshire. 

She proVd a relict worthy of her Lord — 

He fell a martyr to his holy faith, 

And she preserr'd her maiden love till death ; 

No arts her soul to second tows inclined. 

No storm could frighten his unshaken mind ; 

UnmoVd, they both to their engagements stood, 

Though dangers threatened, and the pleasures woo'd; 

Proof against all^ inseparably good." 

Weekly Journal, Oct, 5, 1728. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



INDEX. 



Allington, Lady, 18. 
Arlington, Lady, 40. 
Arran, Lord, death, 147. 
Arundel, John, Loid, 20. 



B 

Barcelona, loss of, 827. 
Barckley House, note, 822. 
Barrlngton, Lady Ann, 58. 
Basset, Game of, 49. 
Bath, Granyille, Earl of, 46. 
Bedford, William, first Duke of, 18; 

letter relatiye to the liying of Co- 

yent Garden, 287. 

, death, 848. 

, Wriothesley, second Duke 

of, death, 859. 

-, Anne Carr, Countess of. 



death, 109. 
Bedloe, 61. 
Bellasys, Lady, 28. 
Berry, Henry, turned Protestant, 51. 
Berry, Miss, sidTt. to her life of Lady 

Russell, 15. 
Bethell, Slingsby, 62. 
Bolingbroke, Earl of, death, 150. 
Bolton, Charles Paulet, Duke of 

Rercsby*s note upon, 46. 
Buckingham, ShefGield, Duke of, note, 

148. 
Burnet, Bishop, outlawed, 181. 
Burnet, Mrs., wife of the Bishop, 

225. 

33 



Caillemote, M. La, 248. 
Campden, Lord, his marriage, 161. 
Canaples, M. de, 22. 
Carlisle, Charles, third Earl of, 186. 
Catherine, Queen of Charles 11., 186. 
Charlton, Mr., 88. 

>, Francis, note, 117. 



Cholmeley, Sir Hugh, 40. 
Churchill, Sir John, note, 98. 
Cleyeland, Duchess of, 81. 
Colchester, Thomas, Lord, 61. 
Compton, Bishop of London, petition 

in behalf of, character of, 172. 
Corker, James, 187. 
Coyent Garden, disposal of the liying 

of, 288,287, 288. 
Coyentry, Sir William, aooount of his 

charities, 155. 
Cowper, Earl, Lord Chancellor, noie^ 

212.. 
Crequi, Marshal, 88. 
Croissy, M. de, 22. 
Czar of Musooyy, 828, 829. 



Darcy, Hon. Conyers, afterwards 
Earl of Holdemesse, 25, 54. 

D'Ayaux, Count, note, 218. 

Declaration of Lidulgence, note, 178; 
pamphlets upon, note, 188. 

Delamere, Lord, note, 142 ; acquittal, 
142. 

Denham, Lady, 55. 



Digitized by 



Google 



886 



INDEX. 



DeTonshire, William, first Duke of, 

67. 
, Lady, carried in state, 

30. 
Drayton, Manor Hoose, 811. 
Duras, Lord, 28. 
Dyckyelt, M., Dutch ambassador, 

discourse with Lady Russell, 1 62 ; 

character of, 168 ; audience of the 

King, 171. 



E 

Elboeuf, Charles, Due de, 19. 
Ellis, Sir William, 50. 
Essex, Earl of, 52, 55. 

, Countess of, 215, 878. 

Exclusion Bill, 51. 



Felton, Lady Betty, 48. 
Forbes, Sir James, 315. 
Freeman, Dr., 248. 
Frost, seyere in England, note, 99. 



Oalway, Earl of, note, 867. 
Graham, CoL Jaqies, 25. 
Grey, Ford, Lord, 50. 
Gwynne, Nell, 51. 



H 

Hales, Sir Edward, noU, 222. 
Halifax, George, Marquis of, 28. 
, Charles Montague, Earl of, 

note, 189. 
Hamilton, Count George, 247, 249. 

, Anne, Duchess of, 86. 

Hancock, Dr., 888. 
Harvey, Lady, 27. 
Hobbes, Thomas, noU, 848. 
Hogue, La, Battle of, 298. 
Honsberdick, seat of King WiUiam, 

828. 
Homeck, Dr., 288» 289, 242. 



Hoskins, John, Lady BusseU's agent, 

114. 
Hoskins, M^ss, afterwards Duchess 

of Deyonshire, 878. 
Howard, Hon. Crayen, 19. 

-, Lord of Escrick, 19. 



Huntingtower, Lord, 25. 



Inchiquin, Lady, 54. 
India House, where ladies went shop- 
ping, 87. 



James, King, recalls the troops from 
Holland, 185 ; inyasion of Ireland, 
218. 

Jeffreys, Lord, refusal to seal the 
brief for the relief of the French 
Protestants, 146; conduct relat- 
ing to, 151. 

Jekyl, Thomas, D.D., 220. 

Jenkins, Sir Leoline, 61. 

Johnson, Julian, 284, note, 242, 244, 
245, note. 

Jones, Lady, 24. 



E 

Kenn, Bishop of Bath and Wells, 185, 

220. 
Kidder, Bishop, note, 288, 242. 
Kirk, Colonel, 249. 
Knight, Sir John, 61. 
Koningsmarck, Count, 52. 



Lauderdale, Duke of, 57. 
Leicester, Philip, Earl of, 59. 
Lexington, Lord, 874. 
Londonderry, siege of, 226. 
Lower, Dr., 27; note, 126. 



M 

Macarty, General, 226. 
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llariboron^, Btmk, DnoliMt of, on 
YandyVs piotare of the Countess 
of Bedford, note, 109. 

Mazarin, Duchesse de, 25. 

Monmouth, Duke <^, 22, 67 ; rebel- 
lion, noi£f 128; letter to Duke of 
Albemarle, note, 128. 

Montagu, Balph, afterwards Duke of 
Montagu, 45. 

Montagu, William, 28. 

Montagu House, destroyed by fire, 
145. 

Mulgraye, John Sheffield, Earl of, 
22. 

N 

Nantes, roTocation of the edict of, 

sufferers by, 187, 139. 
Noel, Lady Elizabeth, 86, 104. 
North, Sir Francis, 62. 
Northumberland, Elizabeth, Lady, 

20. 

, Dowager, Countess 

of, 22. 
Nottingham, Earl of, his scruples on 

the oath of allegiance, 231. 



Oath of Allegiance, remarks on, 222, 

281. 
Ogle, Mrs., 19. 

Orange, Mary, Princess of, 22, 64. 
Ormond, Earl of, letter to the Earl 

of Bedford, note, 129. 
Ossory, Thomas, Earl of, 48. 
Oxford, Aubrey de Vere, Earl of, 

187. 



Passive obedience, note, 241 ; Lord 
JluRsell*s opinion on, 259. 

Patrick, Dr., sermon, note^ 107. 

Peerages, new creations, 217. 

Pembroke, Philip, seyenth Earl of, 
61. 

Peterborough, Earl of, note, 175. 

Plot, new, great talk of, 69. 

Pollexfen, Sir H., 218. 

Popish ploty 48. 



PortsnKmth, Dueheas of; 81. 
Prentices' plot, 66. 
Pulteney, Lady, 82. 



Queen, the ; her sorrow at th« accu- 
sation of Oates, 48. 



Radnor, Robartes, Earl of, 60. 
Rainsford, Sir Richard, 28. 
Ranelagh, Lady, 266. 
Reresby, Sir John, on Lord Rufsell's 

motion on the state of the nation, 

41. 
Revolution, letter relating to the 

eyents of Noyember, 204. 
Rochester, John Wilmot, Earl of, 60. 
, Laurence Hyde, Earl of. 



44. 

Roos, Lady de, her marriage, 804. 
Roye, Countess de, note, 148. 
Rumsey, note, 142. 
Russell, Lady, duties towards a 

chaplain, 120. 

, Lady, death, 882; extract 



from her will, 888 ; lines on her 

death, 888. 

, Lady Diana, 18. 

, Lady Margaret, 38, 

, Lord Robert, 840. 

-, William, Lord, motion on 



the state of the nation, 41. 
Rutland, Dachess of, death, 861. 
Ruyigny, M. de, 26. 

', M., Lady Rachel's cousin, 



death of, 183, 140. 
Ryswick, peace of, 827. 

S 

Saarsfield, Patrick, Earl of Lucan, 
249. 

Sandwich, Elizabeth Wilmot, Count- 
ess of, 19. 

Sayille, Harry, 27. 

Scarborough, Sir Charles, 66. 

, Richard, Earl of, 248^ 
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Sohomberg, Duke of, 148, 247. 
Selwood, Thomas, noie, 870. 
Shaftesbury, Biargaret Spenser, 

Countess of, 28. 
Shepherd, Mr., 88. 
Sherard, Bir., 338. 
Shrewsbury, Duke of, 65. 

, Countess of, 17. 

Sidney, Hon. Henry, 18. 
Sloane, Sir Hans, 366. 
Southampton, Frances, Countess of, 

82. 
Southwell, Sir Robert, 262. 
Spencer, Hon. Robert, 20, 89. 
Stamford, Heniy, first Earl of, 26. 
Storm of 1708, 846. 
Stukeley, Lady, 84. 
Suffolk, Theophilus Howard, Earl of, 

24. 
Sunderland, Anne, Countess of, 48. 



Talmash, General, noie^ 160. 

Test and Penal Laws, repeal of, Fa- 
gel's and other pamphlets upon, 
187. 

Thornton, John, noie, 141. 

Thynne, Mr., murder of, 68. 

Tillotson, his scruples as to the see 
of Canterbury, 236, 267, 261. 

Tiviot, Viscount, notCy 188. 



Torrington, Arthur Herbert, Earl of, 
character of, note, 174, 262, 264. 

Totteridge, residence, temporary, of 
Lady RusseU, 117. 

Trelawney, Bishop of Exeter, 866. 

Turner, Bishop of Ely, character of, 
136, 220, 278. 

Tyrconnel, Earl of, noUf 144. 



Vernon, Sir Henry, 26. 
y Sir Thomas, death, 123. 



W 

Waldegraye, Lord, note, 144. 
Walker, George, noiCf 284. 
Wharton, Earl of, 19. 
Williamson, Sir Joseph, 44; note, 

827. 
Winchester, Morley, Bishop of, 

death, note, 118. 

-, Marchioness of, 49. 



Wingate, Sir Francis, 266. 
Winnington, Sir Francis, 28. 
Wriothesley, Lady Elizabeth, 16. 



Tork, Duke of (James 11.), 16, 22. 



THE END. 
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